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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
T-Michael Boyle 

 
Tampa Elks Lodge 708 had a 
fantastic showing at the 2025 
Grand Lodge Convention in Kansas City! It was an 
incredible experience connecting with fellow Elks 
from across the country and sharing in the spirit of 
our great Order. We proudly welcomed our new 
Grand Exalted Ruler, Bryan R. Klatt, who brings a 
wealth of experience and a strong vision for the 
future of Elkdom. 

One of the important duties at Grand Lodge was 
voting on seven proposed resolutions. Of those, 
three did not pass—including the resolution that 
would have allowed individual Lodges to seek their 
own insurance policies. While there were strong 
discussions on both sides, the decision ensures 
continued consistency and risk management across 
the Order. 

We were also excited to witness Carl Siebert’s 
swearing-in as the new Secretary to the Grand 
Lodge. Carl brings leadership and dedication to this 
important national role, and we know he’ll serve 
with distinction. 
A special thanks to Rick Schneider PER, Chris 
Ragusa, Suzy Harlow, Rita Smith PER and my wife 
Rae Ann, who represented Tampa 708 at Grand 
Lodge and to all who continue to support our 
mission and fellowship at home. 

As we roll into August, Tampa Lodge 708 has a full 
calendar of activities, meetings, and events. Be sure 
to check the Lodge calendar regularly for updates, 
especially on our always-popular Friday night 
dinners. These events are a great way to relax, 
connect with fellow members, and bring in guests 
who may be interested in joining our Lodge.  Let’s 
make August another great month together!  
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Your  2025-26  Committee Chairs 

 

Accident Prevention, Tommy Moore ..................................................................................................... (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism, Dee Cisneros, PER  ..................................................................................................................... (cecisjd@hotmail.com) 
Army of Hope ~ Daniel Armentrout .................................................................................................................... (odannyboy@aol.com) 
Auditing Committee, Melissa Bertoch  ...................................................................................................... (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness, Roseann Garcia ....................................................................................................... (rosanngarcia104@gmail.com) 
ENF Fundraising, Rita Smith, PER .............................................................................................................. (apwurita@hotmail.com)  
ENF Scholarships Paul DeLand, PER .................................................................................................  (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Elks National Veterans Service Committee Edie Hanley .....................................................................  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
Government Relations ~ Rick Schneider, PER .................................................................................................. (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna Trust Fund Committee ................................................................................................................................................ vacant 
Hoop Shoot ~ Laura Bell .............................................................................................................................. (mrsladybell15@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison ~ Paul DeLand, PER  ......................................................................................................... (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Lodge Activities ~ Rae Ann Boyle ........................................................................................................................ (rasboyle@gmail.com) 
Membership Committee – Rick Schneider, PER .............................................................................................. (broric708@aol.com) 
Orientation – Laura Jones ....................................................................................................................................... (laj6687@gmail.com) 
Public Relations Committee ~ Kim Van Walker ..............................................................................(kimvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee – Frank Pallidini, PSP PGE .................................................................................................. (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot ~ Patty Volpe ...................................................................................................................... (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veterans’ Services Committee – Chris Ragusa .............................................................................. (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests – Richard Florance, PER  ............................................................................................. (rhflorance10@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities ~ Jackie Jacobs ......................................................................................................... (Jackie.jacobs1986@gmail.com)  
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A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members 

August Recognitions  

Debra Conn 
Sponsored by: 
Robin Conn 

L.C. (Mick) Geary 
Sponsored by: 

Sam Washington 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...LAURA JONES 
Laura Jones has been a Godsend to our Lodge.  She has served 
as chairperson to almost every committee we have and 
worked as both Secretary and Treasurer.  From House 
Committee Chair to Bar Manager, Laura has never let us 
down.  She now serves as a Trustee and Chairman of the 
Board of Directors as well as stepping in as Secretary or 
Treasurer when needed.  There’s nothing she can’t do...and do 
well.  We are blessed to have her in our corner.  Thank you 
Laura for all you do! 

ELK OF THE MONTH...DEBBIE BRENNAN 
Debbie has been an integral part of the House Committee and 
has been for several years.  She has stepped up on more than 
one occasion to help in the bar and kitchen. Her willingness 
to volunteer for special events or lend a hand wherever needed 
is  greatly appreciated.  She is full of great ideas and hosted a 
fantastic Christmas in July Happy Hour which was a huge 
success!  Let her know she is appreciated when you see her. 
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Lodge Support Group 

Please keep in your prayers our members: Lynn Brown as she continues her cancer treatments. 
Jack Johnson as he heals from medical issues and transitioning to his new residence and Patty 
Jankiewicz as she is now in the hospital. 

 

 "Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of this new month. Bless us with your peace, joy, and strength as we 
navigate the days ahead. Guide us in your wisdom and fill us with your love." Amen. 
 

The month of August represents regeneration and holds significant spiritual meaning as a time of harvest 
and abundance. Its a transitional month bringing summer and autumn. This in-between period represents a 
time of change, transformation, and letting go. It is linked to the sun and fire energy. 

Chaplain’s Corner by our chaplain, Tracy Horrell, PER:

The Ladies held their annual low country boil last 
month. Getting together with old and new friends while 
supporting the Ladies and Children’s Therapy Services 
is always a great time. This year the Ladies added music 

to their event. Alex Martinez (Tommy and Sue’s great grandson) 
entertained our guests throughout the evening. He had the crowd singing and maybe a few dancing in their 
chairs. I think the lodge needs to have him back.   
Our successful event would not have been possible without the help of our LOE and Elk members. Thank 
you to Shelagh and Cindy, they made sure every guest received service with a smile. Tommy and Joe kept 
the kitchen going smoothly. Sue Moore, selling 50/50 for Children’s Therapy Services. Ruth and Rosanne 
putting together the desserts and cornbread. Laura manning the register and a new student volunteer, 
Charlie bussing our tables. Charlie is the granddaughter of member Ted Bass, she was a great addition to 
our team. Good food, good music and good vibes were in our lodge that night.  
Be on the lookout for the latest and (I believe last) installment of Downton Abbey. The movie will be 
released in September, and the Ladies will show it on our BIG screen as soon as it becomes available. I don’t 
know about you, but I definitely need my Downton Abbey fix.  
The Ladies have stepped up the help in the kitchen. On the second Thursday of the month, the Ladies are 
hosting a baked potato bar. For the budget friendly price of $8.50, you can partake in our potato bar. All the 
toppings you can think of, and we are always adding more. While the Ladies are giving  their time, all 
proceeds are going to our lodge’s general fund. Our next Potato Bar is Thursday, August 14th. We start 
serving at 6pm. Hope to see you there.  
Interested in what the Ladies do, come to a meeting. We meet on the first Wednesday of the month. Dinner 
is served at 6:15pm and our meeting starts at 7PM. Everyone is welcomed (including men). Our next 
meeting is Wednesday, August 6th. Stop by and see what the Ladies are all about. 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, President, Ladies of the Elks 
 

 

Tracy Horrell  8/10 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 
Cindy Allen - Secretary 
Laura Jones - Treasurer 
Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 
Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 



   

 
Grant Reports and Information 
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  Elks Day at 
     the  

 For Our  
 Veterans 

 
Tampa Elks 708 veterans 

enjoyed a day at the ballpark…and a hometown victory….at this year’s Elks 
Day at the Rays on Saturday, July 19th.  The Rays got a 4-3 win over the 
Baltimore Orioles, and our veterans received a commemorative Tampa Bay 
Rays ballcap and got to enjoy some beautiful weather and Elks 
camaraderie at Steinbrenner Field.   The Lodge Veterans Committee 
purchased 10 tickets to give to deserving Tampa Elks 708 military 
veterans or active duty members.  A portion of the ticket price included a 
donation to the Harry Anna Trust Fund, which supports our Florida State 
Elks Association’s two major state charity projects. 

Your Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans Committee meets on the fourth Monday of each month, and our 
next meeting is on Monday, August 25th at 6:30pm in the banquet hall.  We have an active committee, so 
if you are interested in helping us plan hosted dinners and off-site activities for both shelter local 
veterans and Tampa Elks 708 members who have served or are serving honorably in the US military, 
please join us!  We can be reached at tampaelks708vetscommittee@gmail.com with any questions. 

Chris Ragusa, 708 Veteran Committee Chairman 

At our general meeting held on June 25, PER, 
Rita Smith, our Elks National Foundation 
Fundraising Chair,  presented a Loyalty pin to 
PER, Richard Florence, for 15 consecutive years 
of donations to this organization. Also at that 
meeting a Mercy recognition level pin was 
presented to PER, Rick Schneider, for 
donations exceeding $250 in one ENF fiscal 
Year.  Elks National Foundation receives no 
government funds and counts on member 
support to continue their many charitable 
programs and scholarships.  
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Past Events & Projects 

 Another Successful LOE 

Low Country Boil! 
Hope you had the opportunity to enjoy this year's Low Country Boil held on July 18th.  As usual the 
Ladies did an outstanding job of food, service and fun.  From the delicious food to the great service 
and outstanding entertainment everyone truly got their money’s 
worth.   

This year the Ladies were proud to include the great grandson of 
long standing members Suzanne and Tommy Moore in their yearly 
event.  Alex was very well received and graced us all with his 
multitude of talents.  He played guitar, harmonica and piano for us 
and sang many popular tunes.  It was wonderful to present such a 
talented young man. 

A thank you goes out to; Laura Jones, Shelagh Gomarcik, PER, Joe 
LoCicero, Ruth Levin, Cindy Allen, and Roseann Garcia for all their 
hard work in making this event the success it was. 

The proceeds from this event went to The Children’s Therapy 
Service and The Ladies of the Elks. 
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   Past Events and Projects 

With July 4th approaching Trustee Wendy Hall, PER, met with Courtney 
Weil, PER, our kitchen operator and made plans for a 4th of July holiday 
event. Flyers, email, and Facebook announcements alerting the 
membership making this a great success. 

In addition Wendy sought possible music for the event through both Jason Brown and Dee Cisneros, 
PER. Several calls later Dee secured Ken’s Karaoke. Several members and guests entertained the crowd as 
music filled the room.   
The food was a success, thanks to our kitchen crew; Courtney Weil, Sammy Weil, Tommy Moore, 
Kristie Nieto, Cindy Allen, Megan Levin, Richard Florence and Ruth Levin.   
Wendy Hall and Debbie Brennan collected for share the wealth. Jessica Hood put on her fabulous 
fireworks show. 

 A huge thank you to our loyal members who made this a great success. 

 
This Happy Hour Event was put together by Debbie Brennan and 
was held on Saturday July 19th from 6pm to 8pm!  Participants 
enjoyed reduced drink prices and a table full of reindeer munchies ! 
There were lots of laughs, a White Elf gift swap and a rousing 
game of Christmas trivia.  The social quarters were decorated in a 
Christmas theme and Christmas Music played to increase the 
mood.  
There was a nice crowd of members and guests and a great time 
had by all !  Thanks to Wendy Hall, PER,  and April Holtzman for 
lending Debbie a hand with this very successful evening.  
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 Upcoming Events & Projects 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Gyros w/Chips or Greek  
             Salad $9.50 

Meatball Sub w/Chips $9.50 

BLT w/Chips $8.50 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Sunday, Sept. 7 ....................................Atlanta ........................................................ 1:00pm 
Monday, Sept. 15 ..................................Houston  ...................................................... 7:00pm 
Sunday, Sept. 21 ..................................new York ..................................................... 1:00pm 
Sunday, sept. 28 ..................................Philadelphia ............................................ 1:00pm 
Sunday, Oct. 5.......................................seattle ........................................................ 4:05pm 
Sunday, oct. 12 ..................................... san  Francisco ......................................... 1:00pm 
Monday, oct. 20 .................................... Detroit ....................................................... 7:00pm 
Sunday, oct. 26 ....................................new orleans ............................................ 4:05pm 
Sunday, nov. 9 ......................................new England ............................................. 1:00pm 
Sunday, nov. 16 ....................................buffalo......................................................... 1:00pm 
Sunday, nov. 23....................................los angeles ............................................... 8:20pm 
Sunday, nov. 30....................................Arizona ........................................................ 1:00pm 
Sunday, dec. 7 ......................................new orleans ............................................. 1:00pm 
Thursday, dec 11 .................................atlanta ........................................................ 8:15pm 
Sunday, dec. 21 .....................................Carolina ...................................................... 1:00pm 
SUNDAY, DEC 28 .....................................MIAMI .............................................................. 1:00PM 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

· 6th - LOE General Meeting 7pm Dinner 6:15 
· 13th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
· 19th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
· 20TH - New Member Orientation - 6:30 
· 21st - BOD Meeting - 6:30 
· 25th - Lodge Veterans Meeting - 6:30 
· 27th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
 

  

 

UPCOMING VICE PRESIDENT VISIT SCHEDULE 

August 9th - Largo/Sarasota at Largo  - 10am 

Word came from members driving into the parking lot;  
“Water is bubbling up from the ground 

in front of the flag pole base.”  
Those words triggered a perfect example of Elks in action at #708. 

Of course this initiated a series of repair estimates and identification of the leak by sonar 
equipment.  Paul DeLand, PER gathered information from Rick Schneider, PER, Secretary 
who was at the Grand Lodge Convention in Kansas City.  Estimates from plumbers ran up 
to $3,700 not including black top removal and replacement. 
Dee Cisneros, PER and George Hilficker dove in, and went to work renting a chain saw and 
spending 4 hours sawing a giant stump from above the leaky pipe. Then Nelson Grahn and 
Sammy Weil stepped up, bought repair parts, and soon the leak was repaired.  

Thanks to our committed members….we now have running water and the cost was minimal! 

· Dee Cisneros PER, George Hilficker, Nelson Grahn, and Sam Weil for working tirelessly on the broken 
water main to get out lodge open for the 4th Of July. Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our 
lodge! 

· Cindy Allen, April Holtzman, Debbie Brennen, Tristen Reiber, Leah Valenti, Teil Allen, Dee Cisneros, 
PER and Rae Ann Boyle for throwing another successful mimosa brunch. The event is becoming more 
and more popular and we could not pull it off without your help!!! Thank you. 

· Kim and Norm Benzing for continuing to run the Queen of Hearts every Thursday night. This event takes 
work  and this power couple makes it look easy!! Thank you so much!! 

was first proposed by George F. 
McDonald, one of our founding 
fathers, and the official records 
show that the first 11th hour toast 
was suggested and delivered at a 
social session on May 31, 1868 



VOLUME 2025  ISSUE  5                                       AUGUST                    OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 15  
  

AUGUST 2025 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

VP Visitation 
Largo/Sarasota 

At Largo 
10am 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

6:30PM 
LODGE 

VETERANS  
COMMITTEE MEETING 

6:30PM 
NEW MEMBER  
ORIENTATION 
INITIATION TO 

FOLLOW . 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

Jamie 
Poole 
Grill Night 

Kristi’s 
pasta night 

LOE 
POTATO BAR 

 
 

 
$8.50 

8:30am DD 
Clinic at Largo  

 

NO FRIDAY 
NIGHT 

DINNER 

Bucs v titans 
7:30pm 

Bucs v steelers 
7:00pm 

Bucs v steelers 
1:00pm 



3616 Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL   33611 
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

TAMPA, FL 
PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donaƟons.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 Mary Louise Perusse  


