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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Tracy Horrell, PER 

LEADING KNIGHT - Edie Hanley 
LOYAL KNIGHT -  April Holtzman 

LECTURING KNIGHT - Wendy Hall, PER 
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Kristie Horst 
ESQUIRE -  Debbie Brennan 

INNER GUARD - Dee Cisneros, PER 
TILER - Kim Van Walker 

CHAPLAIN – Crystal Johnson 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tristan Reiber 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Norman Benzing 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Paul DeLand, PER 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Laura Jones 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

House Committee Chair 
Paul DeLand, PER 

House Committee Members:  
Daniel Armentrout, Dave Riplogle, Janet Hill, 

Ruth Levin, Cindy Allen , T Michael Boyle 
 

Bar Manager 
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

 

Kitchen Managers 
Courtney Weil, PER & Georgia Hilficker 

(813-484-0123) 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  
Wendy Hall, PER (nini336152@yahoo.com) 

813-500-9433  
 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
Club Hours:  

Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 
Sunday 12pm - 9:00pm 

Lodge Secretary email: 
tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

Lodge Office Hours: Mon & Thurs 2pm to 5pm 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Tracy Horrell 

 

We have now moved on from the dog days of 
Summer! I am looking forward to hopefully cooler 
weather soon!  
Labor Day is usually celebrated with parades, 
backyard BBQs, beach time for many families, and 
a day off from work. But this day is a federal 
holiday that honors the contributions of American 
workers and the history of labor in this country. 
The first celebrations were held locally in the 1880s 
and organized by unions and workers. The 
organizers wanted to bring different types of 
workers together to meet and recognize their 
common interests. Oregon was the first state to 
pass a law recognizing Labor Day in 1887, and it 
became a federal holiday in 1894. For many of us, it 
is a long weekend that is well deserved and feels 
good to relax! No matter how you celebrate 
it, enjoy it to the fullest!  
Look in the Elksize for special events happening at 
the lodge. 
We are now in the middle of hurricane season and 
I hope all of us have a plan in place in case we need 
to act fast. Keeping a list of items that you may 
need to take with you is always a good idea. Do we 
have your phone number, email, and mailing 
address correct in our data system? If you have 
changed any of this information recently please let 
us know. Please look in Elksize for more helpful 
information on being safe.  
Football is back and we have you covered with all 
your favorite teams' action on the big screen! Look 
for different hours on Sunday and lots of good food, 
drinks, and camaraderie!  
Are you bored at home, then come on down and 
see what's new at the lodge, help volunteer in the 
community or at the lodge. It is always 
appreciated! 

Hope to see you soon at the lodge!  
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Your  2024-25  Committee Chairs 

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing,  (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout,  (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch,  (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley,  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker,  (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand, PER - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))  
Lodge Activities - TBD 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests  - Richard Florance, PER  (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 

THERE WILL BE A MEMORIAL 
SERVICE HELD FOR 

ROBERT NORTON 
SEPTEMBER 21ST 

AT 4PM 
IN THE BACK HALL OF THE LODGE 
A LIGHT DINNER WILL BE SERVED 

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE. 
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SEPTEMBER ELK RECOGNITIONS 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...NORMAN BENZING 

ELK OF THE MONTH...PATTY VOLPE 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...SAMMY WEIL 

Our Newest Members 

David Saniter 
Sponsor 

Meliane Anthony 

Joel Pineiro 
Sponsor 

Bob Kane 

You may not see Patty often sitting at the bar, but she is always lending a helping hand to 
make our Pirates Cove at the State Convention a big hit or she is helping with a quarter 
auction to be successful! But it is her love for kids that shines through and her way of 
making sure every child leaves our events with smiles on their faces, whether with school 
supplies, Christmas gifts, or food. I know no kid will be left behind. Please let her know 
how much she is appreciated!  

Norman Benzing is a gentle giant, but his sense of humor will leave you in stitches! You 
will find him often here on meeting nights or a night when he is in a BOD meeting but did 
you know he also lends a helping hand to change out the sign,(a very hot job in summer) 
and fix minor issues around the lodge, and even clean up the parking lot with dead 
animals? Norm has been a member for a few years now and jumped right in. I appreciate 
him so much! Next time you see him in the lodge let him know how much we appreciate him! 

You may not know him well or see him much but he does a lot! You may know him better as 
Courtney Weil’s, PER husband. He not only helps shop for the lodge, but he helps cook, 
clean and does odd jobs around the lodge without even being asked. He was a lifesaver last 
month when I asked him to help clean out the shed which is always a huge job. Thank you 
for all you do Sammy! Please help me congratulate him! 

Gary Chamberlain 
Sponsor 

Rick Schneider, PER 

Jamie Zinober 
Sponsor 

D.C. Goutoufas 

Megan Levin 
Sponsor 

Ruth Levin 

Rebecca Bordonaro 
Sponsor 

Dee Cisneros, PER 
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Chaplain’s Corner by our chaplain, Crystal Johnson:

The Ladies are starting a new fundraiser for Children’s 
Therapy Services. Donate any amount to Children’s 
Therapy Services and your name will be added to our 

Growing Tree located on the LOE’s board. All funds collected will go the 
CTS. See any LOE member or your bartender. Donate today and watch our 
tree grow! 

The Ladies continue to support the lodge in many ways. Many of our Ladies volunteer in many areas of the 
lodge, the kitchen, front of the house service, committees and more. We also continue to fund our lodges 
breezeway upkeep and donate our hard raised money to different areas that need a bit of boosting. Our latest 
project is assisting the lodge with the reimagining of the Antler Room. Interested in joining the fun, see any 
LOE member for information.  

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks  

9/11 Laura Jones 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

"Realizing that your fear is exaggerated makes it easier for you to decide to face it." - Mo Gawdat 

Things are rarely as scary as we tell ourselves they'll be. 

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 

 

LOE 

The Ladies and friends spent a fun Sunday afternoon 
painting with a twist. Thank you to all who came out 
to flex they’re creativity and catch up with friends.  
All for a good cause.  

For those who may have wanted to join us, be on the 
lookout, as the Ladies are working on a Paint with a 
“Twist” fundraiser for Children’s Therapy Services 
with a patriotic twist.  
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Grant Reports and Information 

In an extremely generous gesture, Tampa Elk Shirley Menedez purchased 
15 tickets to the Low Country Boil that the Ladies of the Elks put on July 
19th. The tickets were given to the Lodge Veterans Committee so they 
could invite 15 of the transitioning Veterans in temporary housing at the 
Salvation Army. The Salvation Army has partnered with the Veterans 
Administration and recently built a separate facility for veterans 
experiencing homelessness, and they have 50 beds dedicated to Veterans. 

They have also purchased a 15 person van so now they can include more of their clients in our excursions. 
The inclusion of female Veterans is also recent, and three females came to the Low Country Boil. It was a 
very delicious meal, consisting of crawfish, shrimp, clams, sausage, potatoes, corn and a roll to sop up the 
juices. Dessert was a lemon crunch cake. 

It was also a very successful merge of the Elks, the Ladies of the Elks, and Salvation Army. The Ladies of the 
Elks did the cooking, members of the Lodge Veterans Committee worked as servers, and the committee 
picked up the drinks tab.  

Remarkably, the Salvation Army’s 15 Veterans had included one of their staff members from another city 
who was so impressed he made a generous donation to the Veterans Committee.  
You are invited to join the Veterans Committee’s next meeting on Thursday, Sept 5th at 6:30.  

A Generous Member 
Buys Dinner for our Vets 

We had a Quarter Auction on Saturday, August 10th at the Lodge. We had lots of donations. 
Everyone seemed to go home with a car full of stuff (that they probably didn't need). Laura Jones 
and Georgia Hilficker’s mystery bags were a hit. Thank you Laura and Georgia! Courney's lunch 
service was delicious. Thank you Courtney & Shelagh! The day’s volunteers really did an 
excellent job of making it all look soo easy. Thank you to Laura Jones, Mike Volpe, Lori 
Armentrout, Laura Bell and Savannah Bell for all you did!  

Thank you Dee for opening the bar for the event. The clean up crew got the job done quickly! 
Thanks everyone! Proceeds from this fundraiser benefited Tampa Lodge.  
Fraternally yours, Patty Volpe 
 

ANOTHER FANTASIC 

Past Events and Projects 
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Past Events and Projects 

Our very own amazing Youth Activities committee hosted this year’s Tampa Elks Back to School party on 
Saturday, August 3rd from 12pm to 3pm, at the lodge. We had thirty-one families that attended the event 
with sixty-eight school aged children.  

It is always fun when you get so many like-minded people together! The kids and their families were ready to 
play games and have lunch and our volunteers were standing by, ready to make it happen. Our volunteers 
started arriving at 10am to set up the hall and start bagging up the school supplies. At 12pm we were ready to 
open the doors. Our guest were registered and each child received a Drug Awareness bag. Once seated, they 
had table games and activities and plenty of snacks available.  

Member Stephen Willis was our MC and kept the show rolling and really got the audience participating in 
the action. We ALL enjoyed Papa John’s pizza, salad, applesauce, and cookies for lunch. During lunch, Elks 
Scholar Morgan McDaniel briefly spoke on her experience with the Elks, which lead to her receiving a 
scholarship. After lunch we played Bingo. Member Mike Volpe was the bingo caller and all the kids won at 
least one prize, some won more. At the end of the party, all the attending children left with a bag of school 
age supplies.  

It was 3 hours of fun for the families. For our volunteers, it was more than 3 hours. From the planning, 
gathering/purchasing/donating school supplies, setting up, working the event, tearing down the event, and 
then doing the paperwork and writing up the event for the Elksize, the hours add up. However, year over 
year, the number of volunteers we have for this event grows and grows. We had an astonishing number of 
volunteers! 16 Elks and 9 Non-Elks. It was a very worthwhile event for all. Thank you to all our volunteers! 
Cannot wait to do it again at Christmas! 

Special thanks to Norm Benzing for the party shout out on the marquee, the Monday night bar bingo 
committee and crowd that brought in supplies, and those that donated cash and/or gift cards. It takes a 
Lodge, and we have the Best People on Earth, at ours.  

Fraternally Yours,  
Patty Volpe, Committee Member 
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   Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Join Jason & Crystal 
The 2nd Tuesday of the 

Month at 7pm 
for a rousing game of 

Sept 10TH 
Prizes to winners 

No cell phone 
Look-ups allowed! 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 



   

 

VOLUME 2024 ISSUE  6                        SEPTEMBER               OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 10  

Upcoming Events and Projects 



 VOLUME 2024 ISSUE  6                                     SEPTEMBER            OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 11  

Upcoming Events and Festivities 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

From cooking for our fundraising events, to providing food and refreshments to organizations that support our 
veterans, children and first responders, your kitchen is a vital part of this Lodge.  By attending dinners and 
supporting events you help to make our Lodge an even more integral part of our community and we thank you. 
 

HERE’S A FEW organizations outside our lodge 
we have helped by providing food and assistance. 

The SPOOKSTOCK Foundation which is a non-profit organization that seeks to help shadow warriors and 
their families flourish.  A large part of this is their monetary support of the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation, The CIA Officers Memorial Foundation, and No Greater Sacrifice.  All three of these organizations 
support shadow warrior children in pursuing higher education.  Their mission is to eliminate as many hurdles 
as possible to ensure success in a beneficiary population dealt many obstacles. We were honored to provide a 
meal for one of their fundraising endeavors. 

The BLACK DAGGER MILITARY HUNT CLUB is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides shooting, 
hunting, fishing, and other outdoor opportunities for veterans and active duty military (wounded and well). 
Many of their volunteers are retired or active duty military with a great deal of tactical and hunting experience. 
They co-labor with other veteran groups and nonprofits to support those who give their all for our Nation! 
Recently we were privileged to provide food for their Black Dagger Fisher House Dinner bringing special 
families together for a meal. 

Additionally we recently provided lunches to neighborhood schools for their special events and for their sports 
department. 

YOUR LODGE KITCHEN DOESN’T JUST COOK YOUR DINNERS & GRILL YOUR BURgERS... 

WITH YOUR HELP, WE SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 

Lodge Business and Projects 

COME JOIN OUR WEEKLY TAILGATE PARTY &  
cheer the bucS  on to a winning season 

(Sign up to host a party or bring a dish to share) 
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• 2nd - LOE Board Meeting - 6:30pm 
• 4th - LOE General Meeting 7pm Dinner 6:15pm  
• 5th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30pm 
• 11th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30pm 
• 18th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30pm 
• 24th - BOD Meeting - 7:00pm 
•  - New Member Orientation - 6:30pm 
• 25th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30pm 
 

  

Lodge Business and Projects 

 

• Ed Lassard- for helping on the bingo committee 
• Janet Hill- for stepping up to help with financials 
• Wendy Hall- for helping organize and clean up the Antler room 
• Kim Benzing- Helping the bingo committee 
• Candy Suhrheinrich -for handling delinquent list/renewals 
• Jessica Hood- keeping breezeway plants looking beautiful 
• Dee Cisneros- for providing us with successful Bingo Nights. 
• Shelagh Gombarcik-for sponsoring our Gourmet Club this year. 
• Chris Ragusa-for doing such a great job heading our Lodge Veteran’s Committee. 
• Jose Remon and Chris Miles-for all their support in all things 708!  
• Bob Kane - for helping with odd jobs around the lodge. 
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SEPTEMBER 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

6:30PM 
VETERAN’S  

COMMITTEE  
MEETING 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

At 7pm 
with Jason & Crystal  

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

CHICKEN WINGS 
WITH FRIES OR 

CLUB SALAD 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

BUCS VS 
LIONS  1PM 

BUCS VS 
BRONCOS  1PM 

BUCS VS 
EAGLES 1PM 

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

ROBERT NORTON 
4PM 

LIGHT DINNER TO 
FOLLOW 

HALL USE 
CUB SCOUTS 

9:00AM 
 CPR 

TRAINING 

6:30PM CPR 
TRAINING 

FISH SANDWICH 
W/FRIES AND 

SIDE 

PRESSED 
CUBANS WITH 

SIDE 

MEATBALL OR 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE 

SUB AND SIDE 

BUCS VS 
  4:25PM 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 


