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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Tracy Horrell, PER 

LEADING KNIGHT - Edie Hanley 
LOYAL KNIGHT -  April Holtzman 

LECTURING KNIGHT - Wendy Hall, PER 
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Kristie Horst 
ESQUIRE -  Debbie Brennan 

INNER GUARD - Dee Cisneros, PER 
TILER - Kim Van Walker 

CHAPLAIN – Crystal Johnson 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tristan Reiber 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Norman Benzing 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Paul DeLand, PER 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Laura Jones 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

House Committee Chair 
Paul DeLand, PER 

House Committee Members:  
Daniel Armentrout, Dave Riplogle, Janet Hill, 

Ruth Levin, Cindy Allen , T Michael Boyle 
 

Bar Manager 
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

 

Kitchen Managers 
Courtney Weil, PER & Georgia Hilficker 

(813-484-0123) 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  
Wendy Hall, PER (nini336152@yahoo.com) 

813-500-9433  
 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
Club Hours:  

Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 
Sunday 12pm - 9:00pm 

Lodge Secretary email: 
tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

Lodge Office Hours: Mon & Thurs 2pm to 5pm 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Tracy Horrell 

 
Hello fellow Elks! We are starting to see and welcome 
back our snowbirds, we greatly appreciate them spending 
time and having fun in our lodge. The weather up north is 
starting to cool down and hopefully, our snowbirds have 
brought some of that weather with them! We need a cool 
down and no more rain for a while! 
 

I have been inspired by many Elks in our lodge who reach 
out and help with our schools, churches, and with our 
veterans within our community. Did you know that 
inspiration comes in all shapes and sizes? 
 

Our Elks Lodge is making a difference in the lives of many 
people within the community of which we serve. We 
would not be successful without the support of our 
volunteers. There is truly something special about being 
able to contribute for the greater good! I'm so proud of the 
support, time, and energy you spend in helping to make a 
better place for others! Let's keep up the good work!  
Volunteering can help with your mood, decrease stress, 
and increase strength. 
 

We are working hard around the lodge making it more 
inviting and more fun with events and improvements but 
we can't do it alone. Do you have time to volunteer? We 
have lots of committees that can use your help! Reach out 
to any lodge officer for more information! 
 

We have several upcoming events starting with an 80's 
party, so dust off those shoes and come have a fun time! 
We have Octoberfest coming up with delicious food and 
beverages, you don't want to miss our crew in authentic 
wear. Casino night is in October as well, this will help 
benefit the Children's Christmas Party. We will also have 
Elvis in the house in November, who doesn't want to see 
that? This is sure to sell out! 
 

A big thank you to Kim VanWalker who spent a weekend 
following the State President while he was here in our 
district sharing his message. She did an amazing job 
taking photos and capturing the excitement and fun we 
all had! 
 

Recently we lost a beautiful and fine lady Elma Kelly. She 
was the widow of George and belonged to our Ladies of 
the Elks. She spent many hours helping veterans and 
children. The smile on her face while volunteering was 
infectious! May she forever rest in peace. I will truly miss 
her! Please see details in Elksize for the information on a 
Ladies Memorial Service to be held in October. 
 

Enjoy life, enjoy family, and enjoy your lodge! 
 

All the best, 
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Your  2024-25  Committee Chairs 

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing,  (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout,  (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch,  (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley,  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker,  (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand, PER - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))  
Lodge Activities - TBD 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests  - Richard Florance, PER  (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 
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OCTOBER ELK RECOGNITIONS 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...PAUL DELAND, PER 

ELK OF THE MONTH...KIM BENZING 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...DEAN VALENTI 

Our Newest Members 

Damien Acevedo 
Sponsor 

Jessica Hood 

Richard Vanderbilt 
Sponsor 

Richard Schneider, PER 

You may not see her often but she is always here on Mondays helping with bar bingo! She 
is the collector and it fits her because her background is in banking and finance. It is her 
love for numbers that also makes her the perfect fit to handle our machines and money 
bags, her accuracy is spot on! But did you also know she has an amazing singing voice? 
Come check her out at the next karaoke. Please let her know how much she is appreciated. 

He has held every office in our lodge sometimes more than once and also has the title of PER. He 
is always helping our lodge whether it is supporting the bar, events, house committee chair, 
cleaning, cooking, playing Santa, or even being an emcee at our events. But did you know that he 
used to be a radio announcer?  He has held and currently holds positions in the district and state. 
He truly loves Elkdom and it shows! Please help me show how much we care about him! 

 Dean is a relatively new member but amazingly jumped right in to help the lodge. He often 
helps with attending events and is always giving when needed. But did you know that the 
chairs around the bar were all donated by this fine gentleman? These chairs were much 
needed and are oh-so comfortable!  You will find Dean most times later in the evening 
enjoying conversation with other fine Elks. Next time you see him please let him know 
how much we appreciate all that he does. 
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Chaplain’s Corner by our chaplain, Crystal Johnson:

The last few months have been a time of sadness and 
reflection for the Ladies as we said our goodbyes to two 
beloved members of our family. Last month we celebrated 

the life of Carolyn Breit who was a member of the Ladies’ organization for 
10 years. This month we will gather to celebrate the life of Elma Kelly, a 
28-year member of the LOE. Both ladies volunteered with the LOE in countless ways. They will be forever 
missed.  
On October 13th at 1pm, the Ladies are having a fundraiser to benefit the Antler Room renovation. We will 
make a patriotic flower wreath. Yes, it is during the Bucs game. Don’t let that stop you. We can do two 
things at once, make a wreath and tailgate! See the flyer on the LOE board to sign up.  

Don’t forget to make your reservation to see Mama Mia. You can call me at 813-245-6458 for more 
information or to make your reservation.  
 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, President, Ladies of the Elks 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Bonnie Atwood 10/18        Patty Jankiewicz 10/10 

 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

“Winners aren't people who never fail... they're people who never quit." - Tech N9ne 
Sometimes, all you have to do is keep your head in the game. 
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”  

Galatians 6:  
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Grant Reports and Information 

did you know Tampa 708 now has its own 

Interested?  Next Meeting will be held Saturday, October 12th, 2024, 12 
noon at the lodge.  All members are welcome to attend. You do not need 

to own a motorcycle to join.  Applications are available at the entrance to the lounge.  A 
one time fee of $100.00 will provide you with patches to put on your vest and your 
membership.  There are no yearly DUES.  Come on down and find out what we are about. 
Kieth Stevens, President  

Tampa Elks Veterans Committee hosted 5 Veterans and their driver to 
a fun afternoon at Tropicana Field, they joined us August 18th for 
“Elks Day at the Rays,” which is a fundraiser for Florida's 2  Major 
Projects.- The Youth Camp and the Mobile Therapy Services. Each 
Veteran received free admission, a Co-branded baseball hat, and a $30 
cash card to spend at the concessions. Pictured with the 6 from the 
Salvation Army are Tampa Veteran Chair Chris Ragusa and PERs Rick 
Schneider, Wendy Hall, and Paul Deland. 

VETS JOIN 708 AT 

“ELKS DAY AT THE RAYS” 

Pictured to the right are Crystal Johnson and Edie Hanley with Anita 
Henry of James Haley Hospital volunteer department. Through the 
monthly stipend we were able to assist the veterans with bus passes 
and items for their upcoming baby showers for the female veterans, 
among other things. 

708 and Grand Lodge help our Veterans at 
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital 

 

Pictured here are Tracy Horrell, Exalted Ruler, Edie Hanley, Leading  Knight, and 
Crystal Johnson, Chaplain, at the James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital on July 
24th.  We were there to distribute the monthly stipend from Grand 
Lodge.  Many of the veterans have a limited budget, so any assistance that they 
receive is greatly appreciated. We are proud to be able to assist them whenever 
possible and we truly enjoyed the extensive tour of the facility the staff gave us.  
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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   Upcoming Events and Projects 



   

VOLUME 2024 ISSUE  7                          OCTOBER                    OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 8  

Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

COME JOIN OUR WEEKLY TAILGATE PARTY &  
cheer the bucS  on to a winning season 

(Sign up to host a party or bring a dish to share) 

 PLEASE JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
IN REMEMBERANCE OF OUR DEAR SWEET 

ELMA KELLY 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH AT 2PM 

Dee Cisneros, PER has graciously agreed to cook Turkeys, Ham, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy & Dressing again this Thanksgiving. 

Guests should bring their favorite side dish and $8.00 

Please sign up on 708meals@gmail.com or 
on the Lodge bulletin board as soon as possible. 

Should we not have sufficient interest by Nov. 18th 
the Lodge will be closed for Thanksgiving day. 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Festivities 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Lodge Business and Projects 

Why join the Fidelity Club... 
By joining you support all our charities with one quick and easy payment. 

Easy: The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes automatic, regularly scheduled donations through your 
bank account or credit card. These donations occur monthly (minimum $5). 
• Eco-Friendly: Save a tree and save time with paperless donations! 
• Convenience: No need to purchase stamps or mail a check. It takes just five minutes to sign up, 

and you’re good to go! 
• Flexibility: You can increase, modify or cancel your gift at any time. 
• Security: It's safe, reliable and allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more 

time on our charitable mission. 
 

Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at enf.elks.org/recurring and start 
your gift today!  
 

Questions? Contact enf@elks.org or 773-755-4728 for additional information about starting a 
monthly gift and joining the ENF Fidelity Club. 

The Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans Committee will be selling 
smoked turkey breasts and smoked pork butts to fund the onsite and 
offsite activities that we host for our four veteran shelters.  Please 
support this lodge community outreach program by including these 
items on your Thanksgiving Day menu.  The items will be available for pickup at the lodge the day 
before Thanksgiving . 
Details: 
• Kansas City Master Barbeque Association Pitmaster (and 30-year US Navy veteran) Tommy 

Pate has volunteered to prepare 7-8 pound smoked turkey breasts and 4-5 pound smoked pork 
butts (Boston butt or pork shoulders) onsite using his competition-level smoker. 

• Pre-ordered purchases only, beginning November 1, 2024, and ending November 17, 2024. 
• Pre-ordered items will be available for pickup on Wednesday, November 27…the day before 

Thanksgiving…at the lodge from 3:00-7:00pm. 

• Watch for ordering and pricing information coming in November. 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
mailto:enf@elks.org
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Lodge Business and Projects 

We need your help… 

If you have anything hanging around in the back hall, please 
pick it up.  We have several events and hall 
rentals coming up and will be forced to 
dispose of any remaining items. 

Thank you, Wendy Hall, PER 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
To TONY MORINO, 

our long time member who 
celebrated his 98th birthday last 

month.  If you see him, 
congratulate him. 
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• 2nd - LOE General Meeting 7pm Dinner 6:15pm 
• 9th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30pm 
• 10th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30pm 
• 14th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30pm 
• 22nd - BOD Meeting - 7:00pm 
• 23rd - New Member Orientation - 6:30pm 
            & Installation following general meeting  
• 23rd - Elks General Meeting - 7:30pm 
 

  

Lodge Business and Projects 

 

 
• Courtney Weil-for her unwavering devotion to the kitchen 
• Shelagh Gombarcik- for her help in the kitchen 
• T. Michael Boyle- for his expertise on the House committee 
• Susie Harlow- helping sell tickets for Casino event, football squares 
• Betty Orcutt- helping sell tickets for the Casino event 
• Jackie Jacobs- for fundraising for Casino event 
• Sam Washington for his contributions to ongoing projects. 
• Albert Weil, George & Georgia’s son-in-law for grilling those delicious steak last month. 
• Jason Brown & Crystal Johnson for their support of events and coming up with ways for 

our Lodge to raise money. 
• Patrons who love our lodge! 

AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST 
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OCTOBER  2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

6:30PM 
VETERAN’S  

COMMITTEE  
MEETING 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

BUCS VS 
SAINTS 1PM 

BUCS VS 
FALONS 1PM 

SHRIMP PO BOY 
W/FRIES 

PRESSED 
CUBANS WITH 

SIDE 

MEATBALL SUB & 
FRIES  

BUCS VS 
 

HALL RENTAL 

5PM TO 10PM 

BUCS VS 
 

REUBEN W/FRIES 

CELEBRATION 
OF LIFE FOR 
ELMA KELLY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2PM BACK HALL 

HALL RENTAL 
2PM TO 6PM 
 
 
 
 

ELK RIDERS 
MEETING 

12PM TO 2PM 

GYRO & GREEK 
SALAD 

FISH SANDWICH 
W/FRIES 

LOE 
PATRIOTIC 
CRAFT EVENT 

2PM 
SEE PG 4 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 


