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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler, 
Wendy Hall 

 We are rapidly approaching the half-way point of our 
Lodge year 2023-24. There is a lot of activity in 
September; please see “Save The Date!” at the end of 
this article. 
Recently I was asked, “what is an Elk.” After some 
thought I believe an Elk is a member of the 
community who wants to give back and help those in 
need. We are a giving organization that centers 
charitable activities around our youth and Veterans. 
Those activities are as varied as the folks who are 
involved in them. Yes, we are a social organization. 
However, much of what we do socially helps fund 
charitable activities. Our Elk members donate their 
hard work, time and money to provide fuel for the 
operation of the Lodge. Your involvement may be 
donating time, your skills, or investing through 
participation or attendance in Lodge events.  
We have new and exciting events coming….A “Blues, 
Bourbon and Bar-B-Q” gathering October 6th 
featuring a great blues band, Bar-B-Q & all the 
“fixins”, and Bourbon Tasting. Blues will be by a 
three-piece band and tickets only $20. Then 
November 11th a live show….The Godfather Show 
staring Joe Beddia with Comedy, Music, Song and 
Impersonations…all wrapped around an Italian 
dinner and all for only $30. Tickets on sale soon. 

SAVE THE DATE:  
Sept. 9th  

VP Homecoming at Holiday Isles Lodge, 3pm 
Sept. 15th and 16th 

State President Joe Cooper’s Visit to WCD 
Sept. 22nd and 23rd  

FLOE Conference in Daytona Beach 
Sept. 29th 

Oktoberfest - Put on by Chris Ragusa & Tom Knotts 
Oct. 6th 

Blues, Bourbon & Bar-B-Q 
Nov. 11th 

The Godfather Show! 
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Your  2023-24  Committee Chairs 
Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing, Chairman (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Jackie Apple, Chairman (Jackie.apple@yahoo.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Joe LoCicero, Chairman 

Jose Remon, Co-Chair (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Will & Bequests  - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 

Of everything that the Florida Elks do, perhaps 
nothing is more important than our work with 
the state’s youth. Sowing the seeds of 
accomplishment and commitment through 
our Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
Services and Florida Elks Youth 
Camp programs, children are given the 
opportunity to grow and learn beyond their 
dreams. 

The trust fund started in 1951, was named after Harry and Anna Miller who donated land and a building to 
establish the original Florida Elks Hospital for Crippled Children. Its purpose was, and continues to be, the 
collection of donations and the acceptance of endowed gifts.  
 

The trust fund is restricted, which means that only the income derived from it may be used to support our 
major projects: the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services and Florida Elks Youth Camp programs. 
If you would like to make a donation you may contact Kim VanWalker is the chairman of the Harry-Anna 
Trust Fund for our Lodge.  kimvanwalker@hotmail.com or text 813-352-7880 
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

September Elk Recognitions 

ELK OF THE MONTH…SUZANNE MOORE 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...DEBBIE BRENNAN 

Enjoying your Lodge 
Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier! 

Sue Moore is always ready to produce a last minute raffle 
basket or to help with decorations for an event. She works 
keeping our closets in order and is ready to pitch in at any 
time. She serves on the House Committee and is on the 
Birthday Bash committee and bakes fresh cakes for the event. 
Come by and thank her for what she does. 

One of the busiest people at the Lodge is our Lodge Esquire, she 
is on several committees including house committee, bingo 
committee, Birthday Bash committee along with waitressing on 
Thursday and Friday nights. Debbie Brennan is always there to 
help out or lend a hand with whatever needs to be done. Come 
by and thank her next time you see her at the Lodge. 

Our August 
New Members were 

installed too late for this 
publication.  Their pictures will 
appear in the October Elksize. 
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Grant Reports 

As we finish the first half of our year, I thought we 
should reflect upon all we have accomplished.  What 
have we done, buckle up and enjoy this ride down 
memory lane.  

Our year started out with a bang! The Ladies used April to plan 
out our year and what a year we have had so far. May started out with the LOE’s Annual Kentucky 
Derby Horse Race. Thank you to everyone who came out to make this horse race our MOST 
successful yet! Next up, the Elks State Convention in Orlando. Your LOE was integral in helping 
support our lodge’s efforts to bring the PRIATE SPRIT to the state level. Here comes June and the 
LOE is still going strong. Father’s Day was an afternoon to remember. Not only did we picnic with 
fellow lodge members, but we also invited the Boy Scouts who participated in Flag Day to join us. 
We gathered to watch 80 for Brady and had our annual Walk-A-Thon. Both events benefited our 
favorite charity, Childrens Therapy Services.  Don’t even talk to us about July! Then came the LOW 
COUNTRY BOIL. Good food, good music and great friends getting together for a wonderful time.  
August has been quiet, we needed to catch our breath. But don’t fret, the Ladies have events and 
happenings planned.  

The Ladies are not done yet. We have much more to come in the second half of our year. Look for 
our annual Christmas Bazaar and the Ladies always shine at our Gasprilla Event.  Without the 
support of all our lodge members, YOUR LOE would not have been able accomplish all that we 
have so far. We intend to keep going and support our lodge in the best ways we can.   

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

On August 1st the Tampa 708 made donation of about $250 
dollars worth of individually wrapped pieces of women’s jewelry 
to the Sunshine Senior Center in St Petersburg, Florida. The 
jewelry will be used as game prizes or special occasion gifts for the 
many seniors who spend a good part of their day in  
the facility. The Lodge had a surplus of jewelry on hand after several events. 

(Picture here are Tom Moore-Friends of the Sunshine center volunteer, and Rita Smith, PER Tampa Elks # 708, Carole 
Ware, Sunshine Senior Center community resources supervisor and Sally Marvin, Sunshine Senior Center Supervisor II). 

Laura Jones- 9/11 
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Grant Reports 

On Sunday, July 23rd, Elks Rita 
Smith, PLP, Patty Volpe, Lisa 
Davitt , Mike Volpe and Lisa’s 
son, Brian, who was here on 
vacation, and our friend from 
ALA unit 139 volunteered at 
the Open Arms Ministry. We 
have partnered with this 

ministry of Hyde Park United Methodist Church for about 10 years.  
It has been a good, two-way partnership. That is where we met 
Steve Kraft, out dishwasher and Rich Allen, a musician who had 
performed a half dozen times at the lodge. There have been some 
changes since we first started, but this ministry has evolved into 

something much easier for the volunteers. For example – instead of 
reporting no later than 8AM on a Sunday morning, they now ask us 
to come at 10:30. Instead of 18 people dishing food onto trays for 2 
hours or more as the line of hungry needy people seemed to never 
end,  they now have the customers come in, get their beverage, and 
take a seat. Then 4-5 volunteers take trays of food, baskets of fruit, 
and carts of sweets around to serve them. It was heart warming to 
see the men and women come in , take a seat, be served, relax, and 
chat with each other and with the volunteers. We were finished 
and out the door by 12:30, but those “Feel Good” endorphins lasted 
all day!   

They are in need of volunteers, especially as the summer vacations 
continue.  The new schedule is harder for their  church members, as 
it over-laps Sunday Services. If you would like to give it a try, 
contact me and I will send you the link to sign up. I can accompany 
you there any Sunday in August except the 13th, which is our VP 
Visit. You can bring your children over 8 years old, your neighbors, 
or your friends.  

Rita Smith, PER 

708 Serving the Homeless at
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Grant Reports 

The Elks offer four very different scholarship opportunities. 

All four are now open! 
MVS is the big one – with 500 total scholarships awarded 
nationwide in amounts ranging from $4000 - $30.000. The 

application period is from August 1st to  November 13th. There is no 

affiliation with the Elks required to earn a scholarship. Students are judged on Academics, Leadership, 

Financial Need and Community Service.  The scholarships are awarded to the best and the brightest 
kids around. This scholarship is called the Most Valuable Student Scholarship, or MVS for short. 

Applications are done online at enf.elks.org/MVS and submitted to the Lodge closest to their home 
address. Use the Lodge locator box on the home page of Elks.org to see which  is the closest lodge.  The 
top 20 scholars  will be required to spend a weekend with the Elks in April to receive the full $30,000. 

 The Hope Scholarship is offered to Florida Students Only. This scholarship counts community 
service, school activities and citizenship as even more important than academics. In fact – you do not 
qualify if your unweighted GPA is over 3.59, but it does need to be at least 2.30. You must be an 
American citizen, and you must be a high school senior unless you are applying for law enforcement, 

fire or corrections academy. There is no affiliation with the Elks required to earn a scholarship.  Best of all – there 

is no restriction on the use of the scholarship other than you enroll in an American college or 
university, an accredited technical or vocational program, or a first responder’s academy. Amounts 
range from $3000 - $30,000. The application opened August 1st and closes January 12th. You can find 

this application at FLORIDAELKS.ORG/HOPE-SCHOLARSHIP.  

The 3rd scholarship that opens September 1 is specifically for the children and grandchildren of 

Elks. This is the Legacy Scholarship, and at least 15 will be awarded in the State of Florida. The 
sponsoring Elk must have been a member for 3 years but does not have to live in the same state as the 
scholar. Each state has a different quota depending on the number of Elks residing in the state.  It is 
also a very competitive scholarship. These scholarship applications are graded on Academics, Charity, 
Community Service, and Integrity. The scholarship award is $4000. Recipients will be required to 

serve the community with an Elks Lodge at least once a year. Apply at enf.elks.org/leg 

There is one more scholarship for which you hope to never have to apply. That is the Emergency 

Educational Grant. This grant is offered to unmarried children under 24 years old of deceased or 
totally disabled Elks. The grant is renewable and up to $5000 per year. Applicants must attend a US 
college or university full time  as an undergraduate and demonstrate financial need. To apply – contact 

the ENF Scholarship office at scholarship@elks.org.  
Contact me for help or more information. 
Rita Smith, PER 

   Did you know you can designate where your donations to ENF are used? 

 Please  consider joining ENF’s Fidelity Club for as little as $5.00 per month! 

mailto:scholarship@elks.org
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Past Events and Festivities 

2023-2024 DUNEDIN/TAMPA 

VICE PRESIDENT’S VISIT 
More than 110 attendees representing the Wonderful West 
Central District Lodges joined in welcoming V.P. Rhonda 
Smith to Tampa Lodge on August 13th. The event was jointly 
hosted by Tampa Lodge #708 (ER Wendy Hall) and Dunedin/
Clearwater Lodge #1525 (ER Barbara Pailley).  
Great food, great fun, and recognition of the National, State, 
District and Lodge officials in attendance. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED: (Please excuse us if we missed anyone!)  Frank Palladini, Paul 
DeLand, Norm Benzing, Laura Jones, Tommy Moore, Sue Moore, Tristan Reiber, Tracy Horrell, Edie Hanley, 
Kim VanWalker, April Holtzman, Jacquie LoCicero, Dee Cisneros, Rick Schneider, Richard Florence, David 
Replogle, Norm Jones, Ruth Levin, Crystal Johnson, Georgia Hilficker.  Also thanks to the students of 
Academy of The Holy Names and Robinson High School for serving and clean up for the dinner. 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

BAR BINGO NNIVERSARY 
PICNIC $5 -SEE PG 12
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Join Jason & Crystal 
The 2nd Tuesday of the 

Month at 7pm 
for a rousing game of 

Sept. 12th 
Prizes to winners 

No cell phone  
Look-ups allowed! 

SOLD OUT
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

From the moment the Godfather, entertainer Joe 
Beddia, walks on stage, you are helplessly captured by 
his mystical presence. With something for everyone, 
impressions of famous long ago singers like; Jimmy 
Durante, George Burns, Ray Charles, Louis Armstrong 
or famous comics like Rodney Dangerfield or George 
Carlin, The Godfather's show is mixed with song, 
musical instruments and “off the wall” audience 
participation. This award winning show will take you 
on a journey to a place “The Godfather” himself can 
only take you.  

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 



• 3rd - House Committee Meeting - 6:30
• 6th - LOE General Meeting - 7:00 - Dinner 6:15
• 11th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30
• 12th - BOD Meeting - 6:30
• 13th - Membership Meeting - 6:00
• 13th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30
• 19th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30
• 27th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30
• 30th - 19th New Member Orientation/Installation
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Lodge Business and Projects 

• Ruth Levin and Norm Jones for the donation of a chest freezer to the Lodge.

• Norm Benzing for keeping the outdoor sign up to date and featuring current events. 

• Melissa Bertoch, Jackie Appel and Sue Dorch for completing our audits. 

• Jacquie LoCisero for the tireless efforts in the kitchen.

• Joe LoCicero for taking on the daunting task of cleaning the kitchen fryers. 

• Kim VanWalker for donating her time to the relentless pursuit of event photo ops.

• Rodney Kayton and Stephen Willis for donating the proceeds from their quarter auction 
to a Lodge event, and Mike Volpe for volunteering to MC.

• Norm & Kim Benzing for standing in to run Karaoke at the August Birthday Bash. 

HC Events: The HC is hard at work planning a Bourbon, Blues and BBQ fundraiser to benefit the lodge. 
This will take place Friday, October 6th. Tickets are $20 and are on sale at the bar. We look forward to 
seeing you there.    Jacquie LoCicero, PLP,  Chair, House Committee  

2023 VP VISITATION DATES AND TIMES 

All are scheduled for 3pm Meet and Greet, 
 4pm Meeting with Dinner to follow 

Saturday,  Sept. 9th ......... St. Pete & Holiday Isles at Holiday Isles 
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September 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
6:30pm 

    SEPTEMBER 
      Birthday Party 

Karaoke, Potluck Dinner, 
and Cake 

Bring a Covered Dish 
7PM TO 9PM 

IMPROVAHOLICS 
REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

CHICKEN & 
DROP DUMPLINGS At 7pm 

with Jason & Crystal  

’Georgia’s 
Sunday Dinner 
At the Lodge 

Serving 5:30 to 6:30pm 

See pg 9

VP VISIT 

St. Pete. & 
Holiday Isles 

at 
Holiday Isles 

See page 14

Labor

Bbq

 vets 

“ ”

NO DINNER 
HALL RENTAL 

FAMILY REUNION 

HALL RENTAL 
FAMILY REUNION 

2 HALL RENTALS 
- 9AM CPR CLASS

-  COMMUNITY
PET PROJECT 
FUNDRAISER 

HALL RENTAL 
FAMILY REUNION 

FLOE CONFERENCE 

FLOE CONFERENCE 

German Food, 
German Beer 

and more 
See pg 8 

Minnesota Vikings 
1pm 

Chicago Bears 
1pm 

Philadelphia 
Eagles  7:15 

Bingo Picnic $5
see pg 12

New York Strip, 
Mojo Potatoes,  

Bleu Cheese 
Coleslaw $19

Onion Rings $3.50
Cheesecake $3

Chris Miles & Jim 
Dreby in the 

Kitchen
Meatloaf, potato 

salad, baked 
beans, house 

salad & dessert
$14.00



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 




