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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Rita Smith 

LEADING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn  
LOYAL KNIGHT -  Paula Rousselle 
LECTURING KNIGHT - Edie Hanley 

SECRETARY - Laura Jones 

TREASURER - Christopher Miles, PER 

ESQUIRE -  Melissa Bertoch 
INNER GUARD - Kara Stout 

TILER - Richard Florance, PER 
CHAPLAIN –Crystal Johnson 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Courtney Weil, PER 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Orcutt 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Wendy Hall 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Doug Grant 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

House Committee Chair 
George Hilficker - georgehilficker@gmail.com 
House Committee Members: Wendy Hall, Jacquie 

LoCicero, April Holtzman, Bonnie Atwood, and 
Rodney Kayton 

 

Bar Managers 
Wendy Hall - 813-500-9433 

Dee Cisneros, PER -  Lead Bartender & Inventory 

(cecisjd@hotmail.com) 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  
Jacquie LoCicero (tampa708rentals@yahoo.com) 

813-245-6458  
 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 
 

Lodge Secretary email: 
 

tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

A Message from 
Your Exalted Ruler, 

 

Rita Smith 

 Members All, 

Happy New Year! The Lodge year begins in spring 
each year- a great time for new beginnings. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to serve as your Exalted 
Ruler(ER). We have several new Officers this year, 
and a whole lot of new committee chairs. Each of 
those chairs still needs a full committee- so there is 
plenty of opportunity for you to make an impact on 
your lodge and your community. Peruse the list of 
committees and reach out to the chair if you think 
you might be interested. If not, don’t be surprised if 
we reach out to you instead! The Tampa Lodge is run 
by the members - and we are all volunteers. I 
consider my job to be more of “Volunteer 
Coordinator” than of “Boss.” I am counting on each 
of you to help me get through the year with a larger 
membership, an improved social quarter, and a little 
money left in the bank for my successor. In return, 
you can count on me to support your endeavors and 
recognize your efforts. Look for some of those 
recognitions in the Awards Night. 

This month, we have members ready to jump right 
in.  Tristan Reiber has been booking great music for 
Friday nights- including Kris Pierce returning on 
Friday April 1st.  The bingo committee  continues to 
hold Monday games. The Thursday night QOH 
drawing is still a go. You can expect an open kitchen 
on Monday, Thursday, most Fridays and during 
special events. The Veterans Committee has special 
guests coming on Monday the 4th and on Friday the 
22nd. Shannon Wheatley and the Volpes  have a 
quarter auction scheduled for Sunday the 24th.  

Sadly,  Tampa Elks Past Exalted Rulers (PER’s) will be 
holding the Elks Memorial Service on April 9th to 
honor our first female Exalted Ruler- Nancy Keesler. 
Nancy served as Exalted Ruler in 2001 and remained  
a faithful and helpful PER.  

In Your Service, Rita Smith, ER 

mailto:ecisjd@hotmail.com
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Your 2022-23 Committees 
Statutory Committees: 

Auditing Committee: Melissa Bertoch Chair, (missbertoch@gmail.com) Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch 
Presiding Justice: John Redding, PA (jr@jrtampalaw.com) 

Mediator: Don Barron (tal259vp@tampabay.rr.com) 
Activities Committee: Melissa Bertoch, Chair; (missbetoch@gmail.com) Patty Volpe, 

Mike Volpe, Melissa Evener, Jason Brown 
Fraternal Committee: Camden Lynn, Chair; (camdenlynn07@msn.com)  Richard Florence, PER, 

Laura Jones, Chris Miles PER , Shelagh Gombarcik PER 
Public Relations Committee: Kim Van Walker, Chair; (kimvanwalker@hotmail.com) Becky Sullins,  

Theresa Siebert, PDD 
Bylaws Committee: Chris Miles, PER, Chair; (legalmiles@gmail.com) 

Paul Deland, PER, Laura Jones,  
Past Exalted Ruler’s Association Liason – Paul Deland, PER (dukeofdeand@hotmail.com) 

 FSEA Reporting Committees 
Americanism – Richard Florance, PER (rhflorance@yahoo.com) 
Army of Hope – Shannon Wheatley (Shannon.wheatley1@gmail.com)   
Community Activities – Melissa Bertoch (Missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness – Jason Brown (CFdad1205@gmail.com) 
ENF Fundraising – Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships – Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Elks Training – Crystal Johnson (palomino79@yahoo.com) 
Government Relations – Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com) 
Harry Anna – Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com) 
Hoop Shoot – Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com 
Interlodge Visitation – Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com) 
Lodge Activities – Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Orientation – Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com) 
Soccer Shoot – Mike Volpe (mvolpe1980@gmail.com)  
& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com) 
Sports – Camden Lynn (Camdenlynn07@msn.com) 
Veteran’s Services – Jose Remon (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities – Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)    (Committees Cont. pg 3) 
 

 A vote on a House Committee 
suspension that has been appealed will 

take place at the regularly scheduled 
Lodge meeting on April 27th. 

March 27, 2022 

mailto:legalmiles@gmail.com
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Lodge Committee Chairpersons 

House Committee  – George Hilficker (georgehilficker@gmail.com) 
Wendy Hall, Bar Banking, Jacquie LoCicero, HC Secretary,  

 April Holtzman,  Rod Kayton, Bonnie Atwood  
Amusement Machines, QOH – Bonnie Atwood, Edie Hanley, Crystal Johnson 
Lead Bartender (Inventory & Staffing) - Dee Cisneros, PER (cecisjd@hotmail.com) 
Kitchen Lead & Shopper - Georgia Hilficker (georgiahilficker@gmail.com) 
Communication Commando – Theresa Siebert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.com) 
Elksize – Georgia Hilficker (georgiahilficker@gmail.com) 
Social Media – Becky Sullins (rsullins1@yahoo.com) 
Webmaster – Marty Quire (mquire@tampabay.rr.com) 
This Week – Marty Quire (mquire@tampabay.rr.com) 
Email Blasts – Marty Quire (mquire@tampabay.rr.com) 
Calendar Upkeep, Web - Candy Venable (plmgcandy@gmail.com) 
Photo Monitor - Daniel Armentrout (odannyboy@AOL.com) 
Hall Rentals – 813-245-6458 - Jacquie LoCicero (pjlocicero@yahoo.com) 
Ritual Coach - Frank Palladini, PSP (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Maintenance Committee - Jimmy Dreby (jdreby@hotmail.com) 
Bulletin Mailing Committee -  Jan Bertoch (jber2715@gmail.com) 
Membership Committee - Chris Miles – legalmiles@gmail.com 
Music - Tristan Reiber(tristanreiber@gmail.com)                                        
Sign Changes - Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@gmail.com) 

Events:  
State Convention Hospitality Room - Edie Hanley  (ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com)  
Crystal Johnson (palomino79@yahoo.com) 
Convention Delegates: Exalter Ruler – Rita Smith 

 Secretary – Laura Jones 
 PER – Theresa Seibert, PER 

1.   Edie Hanley 
2. Paul Deland, PER 

3.  Wendy Hall 

Your 2022-23 Committees (Cont.) 

A LODGE OF SORROW 

Will be held at the General Meeting on April 13th to honor 
our members that passed in March: 

Nancy Keesler, PER 

Austin Knight 

William Hesell, Sr. 

Please join us and honor our fallen members. 

mailto:ecisjd@hotmail.com
mailto:pjlocicero@yahoo.com
mailto:jber2715@gmail.com
mailto:christienelkins97@gmail.com
mailto:ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:palomino79@yahoo.com
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APRIL Elk Recognitions 
ELK OF THE MONTH…TRACY HORRELL, PER 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...PAUL DELAND, PER 

 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

 Elk of the Month: Tracy Horrell. Tracy is a Past Lady President and Past 
Exalted Ruler of Tampa Elks Lodge #708. She is also Wendy Hall’s sister. 
Tracy’s husband, Addisen, is also a Past Exalted Ruler. Tracy knows her 
way around the lodge. Anticipating a move to Pinellas County the couple  
transferred lodges, but when those plans changed, they transferred back to 
Tampa Lodge. With short notice, she took on the St Patrick’s Day party, 
and did a marvelous job despite having out of town work commitments 
during the month. Tracy has accepted an appointment to be on the board 
of the LOE this year.  

While technically Paul is no longer an Officer, I am writing this in March 
and based on March activity. Paul certainly had his hands full in March. A 
new sink was finally and properly installed behind the bar. Contracts 
were signed with a plumber to get the men’s vanity and plumbing 
repaired. And the most comprehensive awards night we have had in a 
while took place. He also stepped up to finish off a grant when I was 
under the weather. All that, in addition to his regular duties as Exalted 
Ruler! Paul will be establishing a PER Association this year.  

Arthur “Rusty” Delia 
Proposed by 

Rick Schneider, PER 

Connie McMullen 
Proposed by 

Paula Rousselle 

Kevin Kravitz 
Proposed by 

Bill Cummings 

Liane Ford 
Proposed by 
John Redding 

Robert Samuelson 
Proposed by 

Rick Schneider, PER 

Stephen Willis 
Proposed by 

Rodney Kayton 
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Spring has sprung and the Ladies are ready to roll up 
their sleeves and see what our new year brings.  

I would like to congratulate Tommy Moore for 
being our LOE Member of the Year. Tommy is always there for the 
Ladies, helping in any capacity necessary. Sue Moore was named 
our LOE Officer of the Year. She has been a great mentor to me, a 
friend to all and an example of what Elkdom can and should be. Let’s not forget our shout out to 
Elma Kelly! Whose gentle way she approaches us to buy 50/50 tickets has added to the Ladies 
bottom line BIG time.  
 And they’re off……to the races. Horseraces that is. On Saturday, May 7th, the LOE will be having 
their annual family friendly Kentucky Derby Horserace. This is a great event! Dinner starts at 
6:30pm.  Betting windows will also open at 6:30pm, with the first race at 7pm. Horses are only $10. 
See any LOE board member.  

I’d like to thank Carolyn Miller, PLP for installing our new board. I look forward to another 
successful year with the Ladies. Our team is strong and can accomplish any off the wall, out of the 
box project I come up with. The LOE’s installation this year was especially meaningful as we are 
celebrating our 50th year! Throughout the year, in our LOE article, I will be touching upon some 
highlights and members of the LOE from the past 50 years.  
Jacquie LoCicero 
President, Ladies of the Elks 
 

 
April 6 - Jacquie LoCicero    April 7 - Carolyn Williams    April 19 - Carolyn Breit    April 25 - Barbara Miller 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

Crystal Johnson - Secretary 

Laura Jones - T reasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplin 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

Fear can't stop death, but it sure can get in the way of life.  
Fears of failure, judgment, and success can all kick rocks.  

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7 

                      Crystal Johnson, Chaplain    

AFTER 5 YEARS OF SERVICE AS SECRETARY OF 708,  

RICK SCHEIDER IS STEPPING DOWN. 

After five years shouldering the job as Secretary of the Lodge, Rick 
Schneider, PER, decided to retire from the position. His long 
service and attention to detail will be missed. Rick and wife Jan 
now live almost an hour North of Tampa and the long drive was 
difficult. Rick, a long time member of Tampa Elks, was ER about 
30 years ago. We all wish him well and hope to see he and is wife  
in the Lodge often in the coming years. 

Laura Jones, who has filled the Treasure spot for the past several 
years, will take the chair.  Best wishes for a successful year Laura.   
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Relay for Life...at Robinson 
The Club will be participating in the Relay for Life on Friday April 22 at 
Robinson High football stadium. Please join us.  We count on the Elks 
to purchase luminaires to help the students with their fundraising. All 
proceeds go to the American Cancer Society and are tax deductible. 
Watch for the luminary sales at the Lodge - $10 each. You can design 
your own or chose one made by the students. Cash is accepted. 
Checks should be made out to American Cancer Society with Club 
Chivalry in the remarks section. If you prefer to donate on line see 
Rita Smith, ER, for instructions on how to make sure a student gets 
credit.   

On the evening of Feb 26th Tampa Elks Lodge hosted 

BSA Troop 22’s  Eagle Court of Honor for Jason Binette. There were 

about 60 scouts and family member present to observe the ceremony and 

applaud Jason’s accomplishment. Frank Smith presented a Certificate of 

Honor from Moose International and George Hilficker, House Committee 

Chair from Tampa Elks Lodge, and an Eagle Scout himself, presented the 

Certificate from the BPOE.  

Pictured in the bottom photo is Jason Binette with his dad, Troop 22’s 

Assistant Scoutmaster Dan Binette.  

A PROUD 
PRESENTATION 

Lodge Memorial Service  In 
Honor of  

Nancy Keesler, PER 

Sunday, April 9th at 2:00pm 

Nancy was the first woman Exalted Ruler at Lodge 
708 in the Elk year 2001/2002.  During her time, she  
sat in all the Knight Chairs and was Lodge Secretary 
as well.  She was dedicated to our Lodge and a 
helpful PER.  She will be missed. 

Please join us in tribute to her memory.  
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Last Month’s Festivities & Events  

 

A Grand time was had by all on Saturday, March 19th, as the 2021-22 major award winners were named. 

It was “family night” as ER Paul DeLand named George Hilficker as the Elk of The Year and his wife, Georgia 
Hilficker was named Citizen of The Year. “George handled the Chairmanship of the House Committee well, 
and was not above getting down and dirty repairing things around the Lodge.” said DeLand. “Georgia 
performed the major task of updating and cleaning the kitchen as well as provided excellent Friday night 
meals and dinners for our events.” 
The prestigious  Officer of The Year went to Shelagh Gombarcik, PER who, DeLand said, “She was there at 
the Lodge for every event this year, planning, decorating, and cleaning as needed.” 
Those recognized as top recruiters during DeLand’s “One New Member” program included;  #1-Julie Wooley; 
#2-Rick Schneider and, #3-Paula Rousselle. DeLand said 30 members brought in at least one person this Lodge 
year. 

It took many hands for our group to be as successful as it was this year. From Laura keeping me and Shelagh in 
line, making sure that we turned in all our receipts, to Robert checking that I was on point when a motion may 
have gone astray. This made choosing only a few members for recognition difficult. Our LOE Member of the 
Year went to Tommy Moore. No one is more deserving. Tommy has helped us is the kitchen, participated in 
the walk a thon, set up the table and chairs for our meetings and more. LOE Officer of the Year was Sue 
Moore, PLP. Sue has more energy than all of us combined. This energy gets the job done. I am grateful she 
continues to support the LOE. A special shout out went to Elma Kelly. Every meeting Elma sells 50/50 tickets 
for the Ladies, she has a gentle way of coming up to you and asking if you want to buy a ticket, you just can’t 
say no to her.  

Tommy Moore Suzanne Moore, PLP Elma Kelly 
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Elks Lodge 708 welcomes veterans for St. Patrick Day celebration. 

On Friday 18th, 19 veterans from the VA Domiciliary and 
Liberty Manor joined lodged members to celebrate St. 
Patrick Day.  They were invited by the Veterans 
Committee members and enjoyed a wonderful meal and 
entertainment.  We would like to thank all who were 
present and made the event so special for all the veterans 
present. 

All GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL! 

Thank you for all you do for our Vets! 

Jose Remon, Veteran’s Committee Chairman 

This year’s St. Patrick’s Day Party was put 
together by Tracy Horrell, PER and was, to 
say the least, a roaring success. Georgia 
Hilficker hit it out of the park with a 
traditional corn beef & cabbage dinner and 
everyone raved about the hostesses bread 
pudding! 
 

The “Pot o' Gold Share the Wealth” was 
won by a visiting elk who graciously donated back to the Lodge $120 of his $178 win.  
These proceeds will go to our veterans committee, which is chaired by Jose Remon, to 
help with future events for our veterans. 
 

The highlight of the evening was watching in amazement of the Irish dancers! They 
ranged in age from 8-20 and the little red head was unbelievable!!  We were all 
mesmerized by their grace and skill and it certainly brought home the Irish spirt to our 
party.  If you missed this one, try not to miss next year it was more than worth the 
mere $15 ticket price. 
 

We all danced the night away with the band “The Lady and the Outlaw” who had us 
all up out of our chairs!  The attending veterans looked like they truly enjoyed 
themselves as they ate, laughed and danced. We were so happy to have them with us. 
 

Tracy would like to thank  all who attended and a special thank you to all who helped 
make it a great event! 

Last Month’s Festivities & Events  

’
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Upcoming Festivities & Events 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

 

Join us 
April 19th for 

Sushi, Asian Delicacies 
and More 

2908 W. Gandy Blvd. 
Carpool from Lodge at 6pm 

or meet at restaurant at 6:30pm 
Please RSVP (Text or Dial) 

813-410-1873 
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Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 
Bordonaro, Robert  3/2023 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

 
Bronze Investors $10 - $20 

 

Starting this month Communication Commando 
I am proud to say that each one of our current communication team – Georgia Hilficker with 
the Elksize, Marty Quire with the Website, Email Blasts and This Week notices, Rebecca 
Sullins on social media and Candy Venable maintaining the Web Calendar, have agreed to stay 
on board. They all have years of experience and understand our Lodge better than most 
members, though they work behind the scenes. Unfortunately,  many members do not know 
how or when to contact them, so they don’t always get the information they need to do their 
job.  Therefore, I am Introducing a new position: 

  Communication Commando: Theresa Seibert, PDD. 
Theresa is a Past Exalted Ruler of Tampa Elks Lodge 708. She is also a Past Vice President of 
the West Central District for the Florida State Elks Association, and a Past Grand Exalted Ruler District Deputy for our 
District. She knows our Lodge and knows all the steps needed to get the word out. Fortunately, she has agreed to be our 
first stop when you need to advertise. If you have something that you want ALL the Tampa Elk members to know about 
– a meeting, an event, a reminder, sickness and distress, or a cancellation– you will send it to her.   Theresa will then 
make sure it goes to the right people for maximum effect. This should simplify things for everyone from our long-term 
members to those newer members who wish to get more involved.  Please add her to your contact list:  Communication 
Commando  Tampaelksads@gmail.com.       Rita Smith, ER  

708 HELPING HAND  

Each month we be will be acknowledging those that have stepped out of the norm to help our Lodge in some way. 
• Daniel Armentrout asked our Kitchen Lead what she needed, or would like to have for the kitchen. She asked for a 

donation of $50 to go toward the purchase of new silverware for our Friday Night Dinners. Daniel gave her a substantially 
larger donation and the rest is history.  Please say thank you to Daniel when you see him. 

• Nicole Kravitz, the wife of Kevin Kravitz, a newly installed member, overheard a conversation about the need for someone 
to serve on a Monday night.  Without hesitation she volunteered and did a wonderful job!  Thank you Nicole! 

• Rick Schnieder, PER and outgoing Secretary has paid for our lawn service, out of his own pocket, for several years without 
many people knowing.  We truly appreciate his many contributions to our Lodge.  

If you know of someone that fits this description please let me know so we can thank them. 

Lodge Business and Projects 

mailto:Tampaelksads@gmail.com


   

• 4th - LOE Board Meeting - 6:30 
• 5th - Veteran’s Committee - 6:30 
• 5th - BOD Meeting - 7:30 
• 6th - LOE General Meeting 7pm - Dinner 6:15 
• 12th - BOD Meeting - 7:30 
• 12th - Statutory/FSEA Committee Chair Meeting - 7:30 
• 13th - Membership Committee Meeting - 6:00 
• 13th- Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
• 19th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
• 26th - New Member Orientation - 6:30 
• 26th - New Member Initiation - 7:30 
• 27th -Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
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Lodge Business and Projects 
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Pasta Aglio e Olie w/peas 
And Prosciutto 

’

Veteran’s 
Committee 

Meeting 
7:15pm 

Gourmet Club 
5pm 6:30PM 

 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat 

Quarter 
Auction 

12pm to 4pm 
See pg 11 

 

’

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Nancy Keesler,PER 
Austin Knight 

William Hesell, Sr 
2pm 

HALL RENTAL 

KELLY 

VET’S POKER RIDE 

HALL RENTAL 

CPR TRAINING 

HALL RENTAL 

JACKSON 

Convention 

Committee 

Meeting 7:15 

 

2908 GANDY BLVD 
SEE PG 12 

SUPPER CLUB 

30pm

30pm

DD CLINIC 9AM 
WC DISTRICT CHAIR 

MEETING  1PM 
ST PETE LODGE  

6:30PM 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
AT ROBINSON HIGH 

6PM TO 6AM 

6:30pm 

7:30pm 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

elksectretary708@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 


