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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Chris Miles 

LEADING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn 
LOYAL KNIGHT -  Paul DeLand 

LECTURING KNIGHT -  
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Laura Jones 
ESQUIRE -  George Hilficker 

INNER GUARD— Bob Suhrheinrich 
TILER— Jake Slater 

CHAPLAIN - Melissa Bertoch 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Orcu$ 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE—Tommy Moore 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Courtney Weil, PER 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE—Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Theresa Ma$hews, PDDGER  

DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER   
LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER  

 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE: 

CHAIR—Chris Miles, ER 
Members:  Wendy Hall,  

Paul DeLand, Sue Moore, 
Jacquie LoCicero & Tommy Moore 

 
 

LODGE COMMITTEES: 

Hall Ac,vi,es—Jacquie LoCicero 
Audi,ng Commi3ee—Chair, Melissa Bertoch, 

Bonnie Atwood, Robert Bordonaro 
Elks Na,onal Founda,on—Shelagh Gombarcik 

Harry Anna Trust Fund—Camden Lynn 
Veteran Services—Joe LoCicero 

Elksize Editor—Paul DeLand 

 

Elk of The Month 
 

EOTM, Rita Smith, PLP.  One of the movers 
and shakers at the Lodge; Rita Gets Things 
Done!  Rita has been and continues to lo-
cate those in need in our community and 
then helps motivate the Lodge to fill those 
needs, whether it’s our Veterans, or local 
schools, disadvantaged kids, or the home-
less.  Rita is also instrumental in writing and 
administering both state and national grants 
used to help our community.  Rita has also 
enlisted her family who has helped Rita 
serve the homeless on Sundays through 
Open Arms Ministries.  Rita has also assist-
ed numerous other committees in carrying 
out their charitable works.  In addition to 
charitable works Rita is our WCD Chair-
woman for Interlodge Visitation, and with 
others has put on Bucs tailgates for mem-
bers to enjoy while cheering on the 
hometown team.  Please give Rita a hand 
next time you see her.   
 

 

 

Officer of The Month 
 

OOTM, Secretary Rick Schneider, PER: 
Rick keeps the gears of the Lodge grinding 
forward as we operate the various aspects 
of Lodge business.  Despite recent family 
health issues Rick still gets the job done and 
is one of the three primary gears processing 
income and expenses in the Lodge, the oth-
ers being the House Committee and Treas-
urer.  Many may not know that Rick drives 
over 80 miles round trip from Pasco County 
to work in the office and has been attending 
Lodge Meetings via Zoom so he can stay 
safe but not miss any Lodge business.  I ap-
preciate the dedication and experience Rick 
provides, and the decades he has been a 
member of the Elks.  
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  Joe Locicero 
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LOE 

2020-21 

Officers 

Be3y Orcu3             President 

Susie Harlow            Vice President 

Bonnie Atwood       Secretary 

Robert Bordonaro  Parliamentarian 

Lisa Snyder              Chaplain 

Sandy Lessard 11/3 

Suzanne Moore 11/8 

Bonnie Quire 11/17 

Lucille Schoonmaker 11/18 

Betty Orcutt 11/20 

Bob Suhrheinrich 11/27 

Bob Norton 11/30 

Sheryl Jorgenson 11/30 

 

Thank you,  Lisa Snyder, LOE Chaplain, 2020-2021 

WELL HEY! BETTY HERE WITH SOME VERY EXCITING NEWS. THE LOE HAD OUR FIRST BIG EVENT THIS YEAR, NO THANKS TO COVID-

19, AND IT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS. WE SOLD 52 TICKETS TO THE SOCK HOP.THE 50’S/60’S  STYLE MUSIC HAD A LOT OF PEOPLE 

DANCING AND SINGING THE SONGS OF YEARS PAST. WE HAD COSTUME CONTESTS, DACE CONTESTS FOR JITTERBUG AND THE  

TWIST. WE HAD DOOR PRIZES, GREAT HAMBURGERS AND  HOTDOGS ALONG WITH sUE mOORE’S FAMOUS ICE CREAM BAR! ONE 

OF OUR NEWER ELKS, PAULA WON THE HALLOWEEN BASKET THAT SUE HAD PUT TOGETHER. SHARON WON THE 50/50 AND THE 

LADIES WON BIG BECAUSE WE HAD A WONDERFUL FUN FILLED PROFITABLE NIGHT! I WANT TO THANK DONNA  AND SUE  

FOR PLANNING THIS WONDERFUL EVENT AND TO BOB AND TOMMY FOR COOKING. THANKS TO ALL OUR OTHER HELPERS, SUSIE, 

SHELAGH AND JENNALEE. ALSO THANK YOU JENNA LEE FOR THE DELICIOUS PUDDING SHOTS. THEY WERE A HIT! A VERY BIG 

THANKYOU GOES OUT TO JERRY REID FOR BEING OUR DJ FOR THE NIGHT. THE LODGE WILL BE HAVING AN EVENT PUT ON BY  

SANDRA AND LISA ON OCTOBER 31ST. IT’S THE “NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS HAUNTED HALLOWEEN NIGHT”. THEY HAVE 

ASKED OUR LADIES IF WOULD SUPPLY THE SPOOKTACULAR DESSERTS FOR A SCARY DESSERT TABLE SO I’M ASKING OUR IMAGINA-

TIVE CHEFS IF WE EACH CAN COOK SOMETHING SCARY UP FOR THEM  TO SHOW THEM HOW WE LIKE TO PLAY WELL WITH OTHERS 

BETTY ORCUTT, LOE PRESIDENT 

A3en,on LOE Members:              

At the meeBng on November 4
th

 the Tampa Ladies of the Elks Auxiliary #708 will be voBng on ConsBtuBon 

and Bylaw changes as suggested by this year's bylaw commi$ee consisBng of Robert Bordonaro, Parliamen-

tarian, Laura Jones, Bonnie Atwood, Secretary, Jacqui Locicero, PLP, and Rita Smith, PLP.  All Auxiliary mem-

bers are requested to a$end and parBcipate in these important decisions. Changes include membership re-

quirements, officer vacancies, standing commi$ees, eligibility requirements for voBng, and the duBes of 

officers, including mandatory travel requirements.    

Rita Smith, LOE Bylaw Commi$ee Chair 



ER’s Article:  

We had an exciting October at the Lodge after just finishing the Halloween Party and LOE Sock 
Hop.  Now we’re moving into a very busy November with the Final WCD VP Visit for the year, Friends of 
708 Breakfast, Shannon’s Quarter Auction benefiting the Lodge, the FSEA Mid-Year Convention, Thanks-
giving, the Annual Christmas Decorating and Leftovers Party following Thanksgiving, Bar Bingo, Queen of 
Hearts, Movie Night, and many more activities.  Please see our flyers for additional information, and I 
hope to see many of you at our Mid-Year Convention Festivities which feature live music and great food 
Each Night from Thursday November 19th to Friday November 21st! 
  

To do our best to keep everyone safe we are continuing Corona/Covid precautions and ask anyone who 
believes they might be sick to please not come to the Lodge or attend events until your doctor feels it’s 
safe for you to do so.  So far the careful attention, proper precautions, and attentive leadership by your 
House Committee has helped us avoid any outbreaks and we hope your renewed attention will help us 
continue to be Corona/Covid free. We're currently open with safety precautions, but we cannot afford to 
keep the social quarters open for 2 or 3 people.  So stop by, enjoy some time with friends, and take ad-
vantage of what the Lodge has to offer.    
  

Please check our website, look for emails, and give us a call if you have any questions regarding Events, 
hours, meals, and yes even meetings.  For the foreseeable future Lodge Meetings will be available by 
Zoom due to Corona concerns, health issues, or being out of town.  Candy V. updated the online calen-
dar with a clickable link, and there is a flyer in Elksize with information to enter the meeting by Zoom or by 
calling in.  As I mentioned last month, we are doing this as a courtesy for members.  This is not a substi-
tute for coming to meetings where you otherwise could 
have (so no sitting at home with a beer, while the rest 
of us are here).   
  

I again want to thank all the members without whose 
support and dedication we could not be open.  I espe-
cially want to thank Paul, Wendy, Tommy, Dee, Geor-
gia, and Delana who have donated a tremendous num-
ber of hours to keep daily operations running and allow 
us to serve food and drinks to our members.  Unfortu-
nately there is not enough space to thank every-
one who has helped put on special events, but I want 
you to know I thank you too.  
  

I hope everyone is safe, and I look forward to seeing 
you soon.   
  

Miles 
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CURRENT RULES—All members coming to the Lodge must wear a mask into the 

Lodge, sign in at the sta,on at the bar and have their temperature checked by 

the bartender or a House Commi3ee member. 

BE SAFE AND CHECK CURRENT RULES ON EACH VISIT TO THE Lodge! 

h3ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/8138314280?

pwd=SjBMZzFHRlBya1E5TW0zdWNvbGNXUT09 

 

Mee,ng ID: 813 831 4280 

Password: 124970 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,8138314280#,,1#,124970# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,8138314280#,,1#,124970# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your loca,on 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Mee,ng ID: 813 831 4280 

Password: 124970 
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 The month of October was a busy one. Red Rib-

bons were passed out to our members to wear 

and promote Red Ribbon Month. The last week 

in October was Drug Awareness Week. Tampa 

Lodge #708 partnered with two K-5 Schools, La-

nier Elementary and West Shore Elementary, to 

promote Red Ribbon week and to give back to 

our Community.  Unfortunately, Volunteers had 

not yet been approved for Tampa’s Elementary 

schools, 

but  

Tampa 

Lodge 

#708 

gave 

each 

School 

250 Drug Awareness Coloring Books to use 

while  teaching the students to "Be A Hero 

and Say No To Drugs" Each School was also 

given 300 Red Ribbons to pass on to the stu-

dents to wear during the Red Ribbon Week.    

Tommy Moore delivers to 

Westshore Elementary School 

Tommy Moore, Drug Awareness Chair-

man with  Westshore Principal Linda 

Drawdy 
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365 Club News 

The 365 Club was iniBally started by the Florida Ladies of the Elks (FLOE) under the premise that anyone could spare a penny a 

day- or $3.65 per year. With inflaBon, it should now be a nickel a day or $18.25 per year. Lucky for us, many of our donors give 

much more than that, and the Ladies OrganizaBon does make a sizable donaBon to the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services 

each year.  This month, Tampa Ladies of the Elks will be sending a check for a thousand dollars to the 365 Club Chairman to add 

to the FLOE DonaBon. That is down by half from the previous couple of years due to the three events we missed during the pan-

demic.  We hope to raise another thousand dollars by the end of the Lodge year, which we will present at the State President’s 

Visit. Please conBnue to support this endeavor, even if the houses are not around the bar right now due to Covid. Any officer can 

accept your donaBon and forward it to me. You can also ask for a house to take home to fill up- they are in the dining room clos-

et.  

This month I received a full house from Richard Florence, a donaBon equivalent to a house from Robert Bordonero, and a very 

generous donaBon worth about 5 houses from Jackie Apple and I owe Donna Halsey thanks for about 8 houses worth of dona-

Bons. I feel like I am missing somebody, so if that is you please let me know.   How I would love to be typing your name in my 

arBcle next month ! If you are one of the lucky ones that has not lost significant income due to the pandemic, please consider 

making a donaBon to this very worthy charity! 

Rita Smith 
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On-Going Calendar 

Lodge Business and Programs 

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks Lodge 
#708, ensuring that our Lodge will be around for 
another 100 years. We will accomplish this by 
rebuilding our capital through investments made by 
Lodge Partners who are determined to secure Tampa 
Elks Lodge #708 future. Interest earned on the 
investments will remain in the investment account. Our 
goal is to increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 708 

 

 

Fennell, Jerrye, Patrick & Cheryl 7/21 
Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 7/21 

Appel, Jackie 7/21 
Palladini, Frank  2/21 

Schneider, R & J   2/21 
Suhrheinrich, Bob & Candace 1/21 

Miller, Sco2 & Beth  10/20 
Florance, Richard 11/2021 

Waldbart, Mark  8/23 
Bertoch, Melissa  2/21 
Atwood, Bonnie  2/21 

Smith, R  2/21 
Miles,ER, Chris  2/21 

Jones, Laura  2/21 
Brennen, J.  3/21 

Edwards, Bill   5/21 
Bertoch, Jan  6/21` 

Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 

McLaughlin, Susan & Mark  10/20 

Bordonaro, Robert  7/21 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

Lake, Sandra (Member)  10/20 

Lake, David & Carol  10/20 

Tu2le, Peggy   10/20 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 

Wheatley, Shannon  2/21 
Buikema, Douglas & Carol  10/20 

Piser, Carol  10/20 
Lynn, Camden  2/21 

We’re back! 
Join us for 

fine movies! 

 

 

Monday 
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3616 Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL   33611 

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 

any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com  

OUR CURRENT MONTHLY SUPPORTERS 

Friends of  708 

Marty Quire   Bonnie Quire   Linda Reid   Theresa Matthews   Bonnie Atwood   Nanette Quire    

Tommy & Susan Moore   Mr & Mrs Orcutt   Sharon Ford   Richard Schneider    Jacquie LoCicero 

Christopher Miles   Mr & Mrs Suhrheinrich   Susie Harlow   Steve Harmon     

Lisa Snyder    Pat & Marilyn Fennell   Bill Deen    Candy Venable     Chris Ragusa 

Mr & Mrs Hilficker    Shannon Wheatley    Camden Lynn    Laura Jones     LOE 708 

 

 

H. Smith   S. Washington   R. Florance   S. Owens   S. Wheatley   K. Higgins 

L.  Snyder   J. Megular   M. Flowers   J. Slater   E. Clark   R. Reiselt   L. Jones 

V. Bihoral   A. DeQuesada   F. Williams   E. Smith   B. Atwood   J. Wooley 

V. Thomas   P & M Volpe 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 

All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. Your recurring 

pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

OUR CURRENT ANNUAL SUPPORTERS 

Shannon Wheatley   6/2022 
Jerrye, Patrick & Cheryl Fennel 6/21 

Pat & Marilyn Fennel 6/21 
Robert Bordanero  7/22 
Donna Halsey—6/2021 
Frances Aberle—8/2021 

 


