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Scholarship Report 

Details page 9 on applying for 

This year’s scholarships! 
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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Chris Miles 

LEADING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn 
LOYAL KNIGHT -  Paul DeLand 

LECTURING KNIGHT - Shannon Wheatley 

SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 
TREASURER - Laura Jones 

ESQUIRE -  George Hilficker 
INNER GUARD— Bob Suhrheinrich 

TILER— Jake Slater 

CHAPLAIN - Melissa Bertoch 

5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Orcu% 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE—Tommy Moore 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Courtney Weil, PER 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE—Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Theresa Ma%hews, PDDGER  
DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER   

LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER  
Theresa L. Matthews - PDDGER, WCD  

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE: 

CHAIR—Shannon Wheatley 

Members:  Wendy Hall,  

Paul DeLand, Sue Moore, 

Jacquie LoCicero & Tommy Moore 

 

 

LODGE COMMITTEES: 

Hall Ac6vi6es—Jacquie LoCicero 

Audi6ng Commi:ee—Chair, Melissa Bertoch, 

Bonnie Atwood, Robert Bordenaro 

Elks Na6onal Founda6on—Shelagh Gombarcik 

Harry Anna Trust Fund—Taylor Taylor 

Veteran Services—Pa%y Jankiewicz 

Elksize Editor—Paul DeLand 

EOTM 
 Elk of the Month: Dee Cisneros,  

PER.  Many of you have enjoyed great meals 

put on by Dee, sometimes with helpers 

(usually Tommy,Bonnie, and Shannon), but 

many times Dee is back there cooking on his 

own.  The meals have been great, but only be-

cause of the serious amount of time Dee has 

put into them.  I know I've heard so many 

members say they'd do anything but work in 

the Kitchen, so I want to thank Dee for taking 

on the Herculean task which is our Kitch-

en.  So stop by, have a great meal, and see 

what we're talking about.  And don't forget to 

thank Dee for all the time and effort he's put-

ting in.   

 

 

OOTM 
Officer of the Month: Shelagh Gom-

barcik, PER, 2-Year Trustee.  Everyone 

knows the work Shelagh has done in the past, 

ER, House Committee Chairwoman, Kitchen 

Manager, Grill Master Extraordinaire (the 

list goes on), but have you seen what 

she's gotten herself into this year?  Shelagh 

played a tremendous role, along with Shan-

non, Courtney, Paul, Wendy,  and many oth-

ers, who organized and delivered food and 

toiletries to members in need during the ini-

tial Corona quarantine.  She with the help of 

others spruced up the breezeway, and of 

course is a huge part of Gourmet Club, and 

many other activities.  This typifies two of the 

mottos of our order, Charity and  Brother 

Love.  Of course Shelagh still cooks for mem-

bers quite often and along with Jacquie put 

on a wonderful Friday meal on 8/31, which 

they will be continuing on the months with a 

5th Friday.  Please give her a thank you next 

time you see her.  
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BUCs & rays Games will be on our giant 

Screen...plus drink specials at the bar! 

Sports 

Fans…. 

Just for our 

loyal Bucs and 

Rays fans….. 

Our Lounge opens early on Sun-

days with a scheduled game! 

Keep track on the adjacent 

schedules and join us for fun, 

food, and game-day drink spe-

cials!   See Ya There! 

NOTE: NFL Pre-Season has 

Been cancelled! 
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At the July 8th Lodge Mee6ng PSP Frank Palladini was 

installed as Grand Lodge Esquire. In a “first-ever” Frank, 

along with the other GL Officers, were sworn in each 

from a different loca6on. Seen at right top is Frank and 

the other GL Officers on the screen. Some were at their 

home Lodge, others at various loca6ons near their 

hometown. 

Each person was online and checked in through their own 

“Zoom” access. The bo:om right picture shows the actual 

GL officers at their loca6ons as Frank saw them. 

This was also the first 6me we are aware that the GL 

Officers had been installed each at their own home area.  

Finally, in the lower leI 

you see a recent actual 

mee6ng conducted at 

the Lodge using Zoom 

with ER Chris Miles in 

the Lodge mee6ng Hall.  

Our world changes! 

At the July 8th Lodge Mee6ng  a recess was called during 

which our own Frank Palladini, Past State President, was 

installed as the Grand Lodge Esquire. He thus becomes the 

first-ever Grand Lodge Officer from Tampa Lodge #708. He 

will serve un6l next year’s Grand Lodge to be held here in 

Tampa in July.  Congratulate Frank next 6me you see him 

at the Lodge.   
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Tampa, Florida Lodge Presents Frank J. Palladini for Grand Esquire 

Whereas, the officers and members of Tampa, Florida, Lodge No. 708, do recognize and appreciate the leadership, accomplish-

ments, and dedicated service rendered by Frank J. Palladini to the Benevolent and Protec6ve Order of Elks of the United State of 

America, the Florida State Elks Associa6on, the West Central District of Florida and the Tampa Lodge; and 

Whereas, he has been a member of the Order for fiIy-three years, having been ini6ated in to Robinson, Illinois Lodge No. 1188 

on October 17, 1968 and transferred to Tampa Lodge No. 708 on September 19, 1979 following a promo6on reloca6on as an 

Execu6ve of Walter Industries, Inc.   He was given the honor of being named Elk of the Year in 1992 – 1993 and Officer of the 

Year in 1993 – 1994 and served as Exalted Ruler in 1995 – 1996, Trustee from 1996 – 1999 and  Chairman of the Board of Trus-

tees in 1999, was Lodge Advisor for  fiIeen years, and he became a Life Member on  October 22, 2003.  He served as Chairman 

of the Lodge Audit Commi:ee for fourteen years, Government Rela6ons Commi:ee for six years, the Lodge’s Centennial Anni-

versary Commi:ee in 2002, and, for the past twenty-one years, as Chairman of the Lodge’s major Annual Gasparilla Fundraising 

Event.  He has earned numerous awards in District and State Ritual Compe66ons and, in 1995 – 1996, ten different awards from 

other na6onal and state contests.    In 2008 – 2009, he was the second largest recruiter of Membership in the country, and 

Whereas, he has chaired several commi:ees in his lodge and the West Central District and has been West Central District Leader 

since October 2002 and was Southwest District Leader simultaneously from 2007- 2011, and 

Whereas, he has served the Florida State Elks Associa6on as a member of the Business Prac6ces Commi:ee for thirty years and 

its leader since 1995, has been a Trustee and a Director of the State’s Investment Trust Fund since February 2000, served on the 

State Elks Training Staff for eight years, and served as West Central District Vice-President 1998 – 1999, State Vice President at 

Large in 2003 – 2004, and as President of the FSEA in 2004 – 2005.  He is presently Chairman of the State’s Major Projects Com-

mi:ee that encompasses Children’s Therapy Services and the Florida Elks Youth Camp.  He was inducted into the State Elks SoI-

ball Hall of Fame in 2006 and has played in over twenty Annual State Tournaments, and 

Whereas, he served the Grand Lodge as District Deputy for the West Central District in 1999 – 2000, served on the Grand Lodge 

Audit and Accoun6ng Commi:ee from 2005 – 2007, and is currently serving as a Grand Lodge Special Representa6ve within the 

West Central District, and 

Whereas, he graduated with honors from Bradley University in Peoria, IL, and he served his country for six years in the U.S. Ar-

my, receiving an Honorable Discharge in 1966 with the rank of Sargent, having served with the 301
st

 Signal Corps during the Ber-

lin Crisis, and, 

Whereas, he was married for forty-nine plus years to his wife Ebba Jean who passed away in 2012 and has three daughters—

Julia, Deborah, and Michelle, three grandsons, and a great grand daughter; now therefore 

Be it resolved:  That the Officers and Members of Tampa, Florida Lodge No. 708 are honored and privileged to present to the 

2020 Grand Lodge Conven6on in Bal6more, MD, the name of Frank J. Palladini as Candidate for the Office of Grand Lodge Es-

quire of the Benevolent and Protec6ve Order of Elks of the United States of America. 

 

     Christopher Miles, Exalted Ruler 

     Richard Schneider, PER, Lodge Secretary 

     Dated this day of January          , 2020 
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Hi, welcome to summer and because of the COVID-19 restrictions and worries 

for our members it feels like we’re stuck in time back to March. 

I pray that you and your families are safe and happy. 

Let’s talk about State Elks Convention that was held at the Rosen Center in 

Orlando. Although the attendance was down due to COVID-19 precautions 

those that went had a wonderful time. All the Elk meetings were informative 

and the Saturday Major Projects meeting, led by our very own PSP Frank Pal-

ladini, honored our First Responders as they were held in highest regard while 

also honoring the scholarship award winners across the state. It was quite 

touching. 

Nick Miller spoke about the Youth Camp and how it has been affected by the 

Corona Virus. 

Coleen Gallant was there to celebrate our Therapists and their work with the kids. 

During our FLOE meeting Elections were held for the 2021 year. Their installation will be held in September at 

the FLOE Conference. Susie Harlow was elected to the FLOE Advisory Council. 

The Ladies did fairly well in donations for our Jewelry and assorted items that we displayed on our table. We 

were able to raise $465.00 for our account. I want to thank Susie, Bob, Rita, Patty, Mike and Theresa and Carl 

for helping me with the Fundraising table. 

So, what’s coming up?? Our 57th Annual FLOE Conference will be September 

24th-26th 2020 at the Lido Beach Resort in Sarasota. 

Our General Meeting and luncheon will be on Saturday, 09/26/20 and our Ban-

quet Dinner will be Friday, 09/25. 

Please go to to the Florida Ladies of the Elk website for complete information. 

Under normal circumstances the Ladies would be planning some fun activities 

for the summer BUT with COVID-19 still a threat it is to be considered on a 

weekly basis whether or not we can do anything. Your input is graciously appre-

ciated. 

As always keep your eye on the Web calendar and on Marty’s Blasts for any up-

dated information and I hope to see you at the August 5th meeting. We still need 

a volunteer to cook. Please let me know if you can do it. 

As a follow-up on my surgery it didn’t go as well as we had expected as I have a 

serious wound infection that is keeping me down so thanks for the many prayers 

as I truly appreciate it. 

In fellowship and spirit until we meet again, 

Betty Orcutt - Lady President 

LOE 

2020-21 

Officers 

Be:y Orcu:             President 

Susie Harlow            Vice President 

Bonnie Atwood       Secretary 

Laura Jones              Treasurer 

Robert Bordonaro  Parliamentarian 

Lisa Snyder              Chaplain 

June 

Barbara Huffman - June 16 

July 

Alice Ferrari - July 2 

Jerry Reid - July 4 

Devoney Bedami - July 8 

Candi Suhrheinrich - July 8 

Linda Reid - July 14 

Jackie Appel - July 15 

Nancy Dudney - July 21 

Elma Kelly - July 25 

Beth Boyd - July 29 

August 

Vera Wright – August 6 

Lisa Snider – August 7 

Nan Quire – August 8 

Vera Almstedt – August 28 

Candy Venable – August 31 



ER Article: 

 

Will the Corona Cloud ever end?  Last month was one of the worst as far as the statistics, and 

I'm not sure whether there is a silver lining.  While Lodges have been allowed to remain open 

with extra precautions (sign ins and temperature checks to name a few), some Lodges have 

temporarily closed.  While as I'm writing this article we're open, we recently heard of changes 

which bring into question whether we'll be able to stay open or if there will be additional re-

quirements.  So please check our website, look for emails, and give us a call if you have any 

questions.  We're open today, but we could be closed at any time depending on orders from 

the government.   

With the above in mind and for those unable to attend Lodge Meetings due to Corona con-

cerns, health issues, or if you are out of town, you can continue to attend meetings by 

Zoom.  The online calendar has a clickable link, and there is a flyer in Elksize with infor-

mation to enter the meeting by the video app or by calling in.  However, this is not a substi-

tute for coming to meetings where you otherwise could have (so no sitting at home with a beer, 

while the rest of us are here).   

Finally, I again want to thank Dee, Georgia, 

Delana, Jacquie, Shelagh, Bonnie, Shannon, 

Paul, Wendy, the House Committee and many 

others who have been able to keep our food and 

drink service open.  Our online calendar has 

many events, so please check it and stop by 

when you can.   

I hope everyone is safe, and I look forward to 

seeing you soon.   

Miles 

  

  

Miles 

813-495-2308 
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CURRENT RULES—All members coming to the Lodge must wear a mask into the 

Lodge, sign in at the sta6on at the bar and have their temperature checked by 

the bartender or a House Commi:ee member. At the bar, please maintain the 

chairs in their assigned posi6on, and avoid moving them into clusters. REMEM-

BER: In order to qualify we must purchase a food item along with any alcohol 

purchase! Masks may be removed while ea6ng or drinking! 

BE SAFE AND CHECK CURRENT RULES ON EACH VISIT TO THE Lodge! 

h:ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/8138314280?

pwd=SjBMZzFHRlBya1E5TW0zdWNvbGNXUT09 

 

Mee6ng ID: 813 831 4280 

Password: 124970 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,8138314280#,,1#,124970# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,8138314280#,,1#,124970# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your loca6on 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Mee6ng ID: 813 831 4280 

Password: 124970 
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Scholarship Report 

From The Editor: 

BREAKFAST RETURNS IN SEPTEMBER...6TH—          

8-12:00PM 

WE WILL BE OPEN EARLY ON SUNDAYS WITH GAMES 

(BUCS OR RAYS) STARTING BEFORE 4PM…. 

NEED FOOD VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL SUNDAY BUCS (BRADY) 

GAMES…. 

JOIN YOUR ELK BROTHERS AND SISTERS! 
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How can you learn a bit more about the long 

history of Tampa Elks Lodge #708?  Set aside  15 

to 20 minutes on your next visit to the Lodge 

and check out these places….. 

    The Dining room walls….On these walls hang 

pictures of the original Lodge which began life 

as a private home; a giant postcard representa-

6on of the Grand brick structure which housed 

the Lodge in downtown from 1926 into the 

1960s; and, other items such as the original 

1902 Lodge Officer Jewels, and pictures of the 

Lodge and early floats frok Gasparilla. 

    The walls of The Antler Room….Here you will 

find awards, newspaper stories and much more 

to help you picture the Lodge through the 

years. 

    The large, heavy metal plaques on the walls 

of the Lodge Mee6ng Room. Descrip6ons de-

note what the plaques denote, and thereon you 

will find names of Tampa’s past….names now 

applied to streets, bridges, and even buildings. 

I guarantee spending 6me checking out these 

places will leave you with a renewed respect 

for the long, colorful history of YOUR Lodge! 

Editor’s Note:  Each month we will be highligh6ng a 

Lodge Officer to help our newer members, and those 

who are remote, to be:er know them. 

 

Paul DeLand – Loyal Knight 

A na6ve of Pekin, Illinois I am a graduate of 

Pekin High, and 4-year graduate of the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce Ins6tutes for Organi-

za6on Management held at Southern Meth-

odist University, Michigan State University 

and Notre Dame University.  

I am re6red from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-

iary where I served as Branch Chief, Na6onal 

Staff, Department of Marine Safety and Envi-

ronmental Protec6on, achieving the rank of 

Lt. Commander.  

I re6red from Tampa General Hospital where I 

was Micro-Systems Analyst to the Chief Medi-

cal Officer/Sr. V.P. responsible for data filings 

with the Federal and State regulatory agen-

cies. 

A member of the Elks since 1993, I have 

served as Secretary (2 terms), Treasurer (2 

terms), Leading Knight (2 terms), Board of 

Trustees for 8 years, and have also been 

House Chair, Kitchen and Bar Manager. I 

served two years as District Chair of the Schol-

arship Commi:ee. I filed the 1
st

 applica6on 

for a Community Grant from ENF for Athena 

House, rehab center for homeless female vet-

erans. The $10,000 grant was received for 

three consecu6ve years. 

I currently am Editor of the Elksize, Bar Man-

ager, member of the House Commi:ee, and 

Loyal Knight. I am a proud Elk! 
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365 Club 

Have you spo:ed the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services Commercial on TV yet? Did  

you know that is OUR West Central District Occupa6onal Therapist featured in that com-

mercial?  Doesn’t it make you proud to know that you contribute to the health of Florida 

children? 

The Florida Ladies of the Elks is calling for all money to be turned in by September 1
st

, so I 

am asking you to bring me your houses, full or not, but August 20
th

 so that change can be 

converted to a check and mailed in a 6mely manner. Dona6ons are way down this year 

since we did not have the Walk a thon, the fashion show or the Kentucky Derby Horse race 

due to Covid-19.  If you have been isola6ng and therefore not crea6ng change to donate, I 

will gladly take a check made out to LOE 708 with 3.65 wri:en in the remarks sec6on. Of 

course, paper money is always welcome, too. If you have a filled house you would like for 

me to come pick up, I can do that, too.  You can find me on FB.  

Rita Smith, Tampa LOE, 365 Chairwomen 
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On-Going Calendar 

Lodge Business and Programs 

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks Lodge 
#708, ensuring that our Lodge will be around for 
another 100 years. We will accomplish this by 
rebuilding our capital through investments made by 
Lodge Partners who are determined to secure Tampa 
Elks Lodge #708 future. Interest earned on the 
investments will remain in the investment account. Our 
goal is to increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 708 

 

 

Fennell, Jerrye, Patrick & Cheryl 7/21 
Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 7/21 

Appel, Jackie 7/21 
Palladini, Frank  2/21 

Schneider, R & J   2/21 
Suhrheinrich, Bob & Candace 1/21 

Miller, Sco2 & Beth  10/20 
Florance, Richard 11/2021 

Waldbart, Mark  8/23 
Bertoch, Melissa  2/21 
Atwood, Bonnie  2/21 

Smith, R  2/21 
Miles,ER, Chris  2/21 

Jones, Laura  2/21 
Brennen, J.  3/21 

Edwards, Bill   5/21 
 
 
 

Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 

McLaughlin, Susan & Mark  10/20 

Bordenaro, Robert  7/21 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

Lake, Sandra (Member)  10/20 

Lake, David & Carol  10/20 

Tu2le, Peggy   10/20 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 

Wheatley, Shannon  2/21 
Buikema, Douglas & Carol  10/20 

Piser, Carol  10/20 
Lynn, Camden  2/21 

Soon!!! 
We are eager 
To resume! 

 

We hope soon! 

Monday 
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3616 Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL   33611 

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 

any change of address to: 
lodge708secretary@outlook.com  

OUR CURRENT SUSTAINING SUPPORTERS 

Friends of  708 

Marty Quire   Bonnie Quire   Linda Reid   Theresa Matthews   Bonnie Atwood   Nanette Quire    

Tommy & Susan Moore   Mr & Mrs Orcutt   Sharon Ford   Richard Schneider    Jacquie LoCicero 

Christopher Miles   Mr & Mrs Suhrheinrich   Susie Harlow   Steve Harmon     

Lisa Snyder    Pat & Marilyn Fennell   Bill Deen    Candy Venable     Chris Ragusa 

Mr & Mrs Hilficker    Shannon Wheatley    Camden Lynn    Laura Jones     LOE 708 

 

 

H. Smith   S. Washington   R. Florance   S. Owens   S. Wheatley   K. Higgins 

L.  Snyder   J. Megular   M. Flowers   J. Slater   E. Clark   R. Reiselt   L. Jones 

V. Bihoral   A. DeQuesada   F. Williams   E. Smith   B. Atwood   J. Wooley 

V. Thomas   P & M Volpe 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 

All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. Your recurring 

pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

OUR CURRENT ONE-TIME SUPPORTERS 

Shannon Wheatley   6/2022 
Jerrye, Patrick & Cheryl Fennel 6/21 

Pat & Marilyn Fennel 6/21 
Robert Bordanero  7/22 
Donna Halsey—6/2021 

 


