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A Message

From your
Exalted Ruler,
Tracy iHorrell

My motto this year was "Elks Step Up and Sta
Proud!" And from the beginning of the EIk year a
throughout we have! Some months weren't e
especially during October when so many of us w
dealing with the destruction of the hurricanes in oy
own homes, we were there to get our lodge bacl In
order and up and running.

=

Wow! | can't believe a year has gone by so quic:Ly!
It's true what they say; Time flies when you'
having fun!

We can all give ourselves a huge pat orbek for
coming together and having positivattitudes
toward making our lodge, and our community |g
better place. >

We have accomplished so much this year and |§e
can all be proud of helping our veterans with med$,
bus tickets, outings, and even a new bathroom |qt
Liberty Manor. We have also helped children in o
community with school supplies, Christmas giftg,
and schooprojects and even started a new club f
middle schoolers. And let's not forget all the cer
boxes we donated to help at the Spring of Tam
Bay. What a great feeling it is to know we madq p
difference.

As | pass on the title of Exalted Ruler to the ne
person let's continue this great work! Let's pass
our contagious attitude for Elkdom and the good wW¢
do!

\J N
-

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for
great year!

Q)

See you in the lodge!
Tracy Horrell, PER
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Your 2024 -25 Committee Chairs. .

708 Board of Directors - Chairman of the Board Laura Jones, Tracy Horrell, PER,
Edie Hanley, Wendy Hall, PER, April Holtzman, Paul DeLand, PER,
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Tristan Reiber, and Norman Benzing

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism - Norman Benzing, (norm-kim®@rtcol.com)

Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, (chanley73@outlook.com)

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)

Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

LOE Liaison - Paul DelLand, PER - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - TBD

Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE ({jpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Veteran’s Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com)
Wills & Bequests - Richard Florance, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobsl086@gmail.com)

WEre: yollaware?

Several years ago Theresa Siebert, PDDGR put toget

OFri ends of 7086. Each

708 —, benefactors are printed on the outside flap of tk
C\/”/ﬁ -~ Elksize.

It has come to my attention that many of our newer members may not be familiar witl

support the operations of our Lodge. Maintenance, grounds, updating, etc. We have
and events that support our many charities, but few that are directed to the upkeep ¢
facility itself.

Il n order to be come a OFriend of 7086
sent by automatic deposit, to the Lodge Operating Budget. Should you wish to be [
the OAnnual Supportersod you would make

Should you wish to participate in either of these worthwhile programs please contact 1
262-496-7342 or email me 1aj6687@.gmail.com.

Thank you, Laura Jones, Chairman of the B

F rl e n d S program of continued giving to benefit our Lodge callg

program nor I ts sister program OAnnual
oy ar
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deies 0f :I:l\e ElkS: Executive Board

Gasparilla was a whirlwind of fun, making new friends g Jacduie LoCicerspresident
gettiFr)}g together with old friends. Once %gain, thedies | ShelaghombarcieRLAViceresideN
spearheaded the Gasparilla Market with great success!| APril HolzmeBecretary
market was established as an addition to our hosting of| Laura Jordseasurer
2019 midyear convention. What started off as an experiment, has tak( Suzanne MaereChaplain
as an integral part of our annual Gasparilla Event. In just five and g Ruth Leviariameritan
years, thé.adieshave increased sales by 900%, a percentage that we ‘coura

never imagine in 2019. We are proud to support our lodge, as this is our mission and passion. The s
of the market took many hands and hours to make it possible. We are grateful to all who helped,
GombargilSue Mogr&osann Gargikaura Joneslackie Appland her daughteobin | 6 d | i ke t 0o g i VvMmehellea
Lord and Joani HalloratMichelle and Joani, who are not LOE members (yet), helped man (or Lady)
Gasparilla Market. Their help was greatly appreciated. Our next Gasparilla Event is just around
corner, and the.adieshave new 1 deas and additions that w
and the | odgeds success.

On March 22°, our lodge is hosting our annual membership appreciation and awards. The Ladies will
honor our members who have stepped in to help with our success. Hope to see everyone there, yol
know who may be getting a shout out! MarcH"28 our Ladies of the Elks installation, alongside the Elk
installation.

The Ladies have a few events coming up. On APrib& will have our annual Wah-Thon to support
Childrens Therapy Services. Ma§ & our annual Kentucky Derby Horse Race. This annual event
always a hoot! We are looking forward to both events and hope to see you there.

On a personal not e, |l 6d | i ke to thank all the
an honor | never take for granted. This year has been fun, and as we head into a new year, | look fory
even more fun. As Shelagh always says, we party with a purpose!

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, President, Ladies of the Elks

March Birthdays
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Sandra Brantley April Holtzman Tommy Moore  Francis Salter  Ziggy Zeigler

MARCH ELKIRECOGNITIONS @)\
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Ruth Levin and Cindy Allen. It's hard to just pick one as they are always workB_=
together to make our lodge a great place to be! This dynamic duo are forever g™y
kitchen meal prepping, serving, cleaning, setting up, and tearing down in the lodge.
They truly have taken on a new meaning of volunteering. | appreciate all their hard
work this year, please let them know what a huge asset they are to this lodge!

zWW_8CY zW A]J]C sztA],,.,87Y°A &
Crystal Johnson has been a delight to work with as our Chaplain this year! §

messages in the Elksize are always inspirational and thoughtful. She has h¢
throughout this year with trivia, karaoke nights, and 80's party. She always dre{
the part when we have events in the lodge. | just love her style of costume! Pleg
her know how much we appreciate her!

@dznAt ACC] zW A]C sztA]. L z8j88mNA =

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, LP has done a fantastic job this year with helping mak§
Gasparilla marketplace a huge success! Her salesman style made it profitablg
her setup made sure that people could easily find their treasures to purchase. P
make sure to thank her for a job well done!
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"Your need for acceptance can make you invisible in this world-'Jim Carrey
Refusing to hide your true self is worth 10x more than the approval of strangers.

NIWE (BeW by 6 Abiploin:Ceshidofndhe Xo e k h

OFor God shows no partiality. o6 Romans 2
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GrantReportsiandunfonmationt i«

Lodge Veterans Committee Report

The Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans Committee (LVC) began utilizing the
National Foundation (ENF) Spotlight Adopt a Haven grant that we received. The $2000 gran

=

ks
ill

allow us to provide $1000 in prepaid fuel cards to support transportation for the Liberty Managy for

Veterans residents, and we catered a Dinner and a Movie night at Liberty Manor on January
their 16 sheltered veterans. Your LVC will be preparing and hosting another Dinner and a
night for the Liberty Manor vets at the 708 lodge on Saturday, March 1.

The LVC also applied for and received an Elks National Foundation (B
Gratitude Grant for $3,500. We 0
-compliant rolkin shower at Liberty Manor for Veterans. We will partné
with Home Depot and their volunteer associate workforce Team Depd
accomplish this project. Dates for the demolition of the current bathtub
installation of the prefabricated shower have yet to be determined. Pict
are the current step up and over tub shower and the new wheelg -
accessible shower stall. Four veterans utilize the bathroom that we | _
remodeling.

Your LVC hosted veterans from th
Courtneyds Chicken Fried Steak
the New Beginnings shelter for a BBQ rib dinner on Friday, February 28

$1500 to sponsor a veterands par
Heros trip to Washington, DC from Novembe®82. Eligible Elk veteran
can fill out an application to attend on the Florida Elks website.

Fundraising events will be held on Saturday, April 19 (smoked ribs and |
prepared and picked up from our parking lot for Easter dinner) and
Monday, May 26 when we will prepare and serve dinner at the lodgd
Memorial Day.

Wedve moved our ™Noadaydf thegrsontt, and ouh reexf &% *
meeting will be on Monday, March 24. Prospective committee member
welcome to join us at 6:30pm in the banquet hall.

Christopher Ragusa, Veterans Committee Chair

6 f
oV
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GrantReportsiandinformationtiaon
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On Tuesday, February™,8ur Tampa Lodge volunteers arrived at Madison Middl¢
School, in their club shirts, for our monthly meeting with the students of Thg
Motivated Mustangs Club. We meet in the cafeteria durifiyfriod, so we only
get 50 minutes to make an impact. We start the meeting making sure everyong

2024-2025
drinks.
This month, instead of teatnuilding activities, we had a keynote speaker. It was our very own Tamj

spoke to the students about juvenile delinquency, teen courts, how easy it can be to get a charge
your permanent record, and how hard it can be once you have that record. It was very impressive tq v
him interact with the students.

Our school sponsor, Ms . Hunzi ker , the school
with some of the student s, and they mentioned
Thank you, Stephen, for your commitment to our

We had lots of volunteers on hand for t
meeting. Thank you to Melissa Bertoc
Betty Orcutt, Carolyn Miller, Bonnie§ @ & @
Atwood, and Mike Volpe for taking time oufg 5 .—.' Q' | *

of their morning to be there. -t s

Our next meeting is March L&t 10:15am. |gﬁ \

you would like to join in on the fun, let ug @ \
know!

Fraternally yours, Laura Bell & Patty Volfgeacon Grant Managets

Tampa Lodge and the Wonderful WCD Wrapped up the 22025 e ‘
Hoop Shoot season at the Hoop Shoot Regional Competition %ww
Saturday, February't Florida Elks Youth Camp. Connor Bell competed in the o s :

boys division and Savannah Bell competed in the U14 girls division.

All competitors won their Lodge and District competitions, prior to the Regionalg
was the best of the best competing that Saturday. Connor and Savannah Bell
fantastic job representing their divisions, even though they didn't secure first
this time. It's wonderful to see such dedication from both the competitors and ¥ @
supportive parents, Laura, and Chris Bell. The effort they put in, including those earty
morning trips, truly shows their commitment.

A huge shout out goes to the Bell Family. Laura (member) & Chris Bell, rearranged their schedules, got ]p

sunrise, and made the round trips to camp (2 hours each way) to support the Savannah & Charedfort they
put in, including those early morning trips, truly shows their commitment to their family and Elkdom. Lo
them at the ER Awards dinner on MarcH'22

Thank you to our WCD PER Association for funding all our meals (breakfast & lunch) at the Regi
Competition. We ate |ike royalty. It is 6wondef}

Planning for the Hoop Shoot 202826 season will start in June. If you would like to learn more about the Hiq
Shoot Committee and be one of the hands that help make lite work, let me know. | can be reach&80at 311
or emailpattyandmrfox.com

Fraternally yours, Patty Volpe, Hoop Shoot Committee

Kk

lodge member, Stephen Willis. Stephen is the President for the Florida Association of Teen Couljs.
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had breakfast, by providing McDonalds breakfast sandwiches, hashbrowns, Jand
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http://pattyandmrfox.com/
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Past Events andProjects (s
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i OUR 2025 GASPARILLA %2 &~
¥4 WAS A MAJOR SUCCESS THANKS

=3
\

[24

My sincere thanks to all who extended typical Tampa #708 hospitality in making a very fun day
for the guests who attended our 24th Annual Gasparilla Boat Parade Party. This was one of the
best event days on record, and the entire day was very successful.

A special thanks to the volunteers of this year's Gasparilla event which included 11 Past Exalted
Rulers of Tampa #708 and 7 PERs from other lodges.

FROM TAMPA: Frank Palladini PSP; Steve Harmon PODGER; Shelagh Gombarcik PER/PLP;
Richard Florance PER; Tracy Horrell PER/PLP; Paul Deland PER; Dee Cisneros PER; Chris Miles
PER; Rick Schneider, PER; Courtney Taylor-Weil, PER; Wendy Hall PER

FROM OTHER LODGES: Jeanne Reinhart PODGERargo Lodge; Tony FratelPODGER,Tarpon
Springs Lodge; Sonja Lopez PODGER, Largo Lodge; Cindy Green DVP, Aripeka Lodge; Dolly Masi
PER/PLP and Rudy Masi PSP, St Petersburg Lodge; Michelle Clayton PER, Hampton VA Lodge

Those other members and non-Elks who graciously volunteered their time and efforts before,
during, and after the event are deeply appreciated and include:

Sue Moore PLP Tommy Moore George Hilficker
Laura Jones Jacquie LoCicero, PLP  Debbie Brennen
Georgia Hilficker Kim VanWalker Norman Benzing
Debbie Palladini Tommy Miller Norman Jones, Jr.
Kim Benzing Sam Weill Tony Springer
Ruth Levin Patricia Gilland Nina Carroll
SteveKraft Cindy Allen Lori Armetrout
Ruth Levin Joel Torres Chris Ragusa
Daniel Armentrout Norman Benzing, Sr. Sandra Alder
Trish Gilland Theodore Bass Alex Siuda
Michelle Lord Kevin Siuda Sharon Dobson
Jenia Aupperle Joe Dobson Madison Jackson
MelissaBertoch Joani Halloran Kyle Jackson
Jodi Allison Jesse Sarnovsky Bob Orcutt
Michael Suskowski Jan Bertoch Rosann Garcia
Gloria Lovering Susie Timmerman Jackie Appel

Robin Hennen Jake Slater

Again, a very sincere thanks to all for a job well done.

Frank J. Palladini PSP Paul DeLand, PER
Gasparilla Chairman Gasparilla Vice Chairman
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UpcomingeEventsiand,Projectsci( s

TAMPA LODGE 708

OLPATRILHS

Friday, March 14th - 6pm

Corned Beef & Cabbage

Live Music and

Irish Dancers
$20.00
Plus...50/s0 [N

& Tracy’s | ,fvﬁ”*i
Bread Pudding B LU (o
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UpcomingeEVentsiandiRProjecisct(s

_\MPROY SOMEDY.

t Lt.9 Ld

e

You are invited to an Improv Show featuring:

THE IMPROVAHOLICS

Friday, March 7", 2025

Cash donation of $10 is suggested for admission. LERE :
Tampa Z\}é Lodge
DOORS OPEN AT 6:30PM with SHOWTIME at 7:15PM
Tampa Elks Lodge
Please be aware this performance is for open-minded adults only.

and is not appropriate for children! 3616 W Gandy Bivd.







