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A Message

From your
ExaltedrRuler,

T-Michael Boyle

The Flag Day Ceremony

Tampa Elks Lodge 708 was a tremendous sucgess!

More than 80 members and guests gathered to h
our nationods flag I n
educational tribute. A special thanfou goes out to
the Scouts, who did an outstanding job assisti
with the ceremony. Their professionalism ar
enthusiasm brought the history and evolution of tf
American flag to life, reminding us all of its de
significance and the values it represents.

As we reflect on this
looking ahead to exciting opportunities for growt
and improvement. This month, | will proudl
represent Tampa Lodge 708 at the Elks Grand Lo
Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. While ther
l 61 | attend a variety
on strengthening membership, enhancing marketip
strategies, and streamlining lodge operations. Oné
the highlights Il dm | od
more about a new mobile app that promises [t
improve communication and engagement within o
Elk community.

Additionally, I
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eager to bring back fresh insights, ideas, and t([i?

that will benefit our lodge and support our missio
of service and fellowship.

Our lodge continues to graivnow with over 450
memberé a n d we coul dnot (
participation and supp
us for Friday night dinners, stay up to date throu
our online calendar, and be a part of our m3gn
upcoming events. In that vain we have an upcom|r
Vice President VisitJuly 12¢b0am to)lihat we will

host with Dunedin/Clearwater at Clearwater and |l
would appreciate help to plan that event.

And doniour Julp 4thy eelebration is jus
around the corner! Come enjoy food, karaoke, ar}
spectacular fireworks show, thanks to our very ow
Jessica Hood. I tds sur
evening at Tampa Elks Lodge 708!

Hope to see you there;Nlichael
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Your 2025 -26. Committee Chairs. .

708 Board of Directors ~ Chairman of the Board Laura Jones, T-Michael Boyle, ER, Chris Ragusa, Wendy Hall PER,
Shelagh Gombarcik PER, Paul DeLand PER, Norm Benzing, Ruth Levin, Cindy Allen

Accident Prevention, TOMMY MOQIE...........ccceiiiiimeeeccc e ritiiee et reemmme e eee-(lOMMO0Ore4109 @gmail.com)
Americanism, Dee Cisneros PER............ccciiiceccceciiiiieiiccee v eeeeeeeeennnennnn (CECISjd @D OtmMail.com)
Army of Hope ~ Daniel ArMENTIOUL............coeiiiiiimeeeeece ettt rrrerse e s eeeeeeme e QO @NNYDOY @a0l.COM)
Auditing Committee, Melissa Bertoch............cccoovvieeeeecce i teeeeee e {MiSSDEItOCh @gMail.com)
Drug Awareness, ROSEANN GaALCIA.........cccvevieeeiccccmme e e s e e eeeeeesr e eeeeeegfOS@NNQArcial04 @gmail.com)
ENF Fundraising, Rita Smith, PER.............c.oii e f@PWUTTEA@ D OtMaL.COMN
ENF Scholarships Paul DeLand PER..............coiimmeeeeiiiiiiiice e irreeeeeee e (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Elks National Veterans Service Committee Edie Ha.nJey................................................(ehanley73@outlook.com)
Government Relations ~ Rick Schneider RER..............ooiieeei e ...-(broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna Trust Fund Committee.. ..vacant
Hoop Shoot ~ Laura Bell... (mrsladybelllS@qmall com
LOE Liaison ~ Paul DeLand PER (dukeofdeland@hotmall com)
Lodge Activities ~ Rae Ann Boyle ...(rasboyle@gmail.com)
Membership Committe® Rick Schne|der PER ........................................................................ (broric708@aol.com)
Orientationd Laura Jones... . --(laj6687 @gmail.com)
Public Relations Commlttee K|m Van Walker (k|mvanwalker@hotma|l com)
Ritual Committeed Frank Pallidini PSP PGE.............ooviiiiiieeececceee e sceeeeeeevevvvee e (fipal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot ~ Patty Volpe... ...(pattyandmrfox@gmail.con
Veteransd Se ré@hl’l&: I%agusac o..m.m.l...t..t...e..e ............................ (ragusachrlstopher@gmall com)
Wills & Bequestsd Richard Florance, PER.........uuuviiiiiiiiicecce e ceemeeee e (rhflorance1l0@gmail.com)
Youth Activities ~ Jackie Jacobhs...............oiiiccce e (JACKITE . JAC0 DS 1986 @ gMalil.cOM)

CALLING ALL 2025-26
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Please plan to attend the General Lodge
Meeting on Wednesday, July 9 at 7:30pm to
provide a brief report about your committee.

-

This short (no more than 23 minutes) report should include:

7 Committee composition (who else is supporting this effort) and meeting
frequency

7 Your understanding of the key objectives and deliverables of the
committee

1 Challenges and/or resource shortfalls in achieving those objectives

1 The purpose of this is for our officers and membership to appreciate
what your committee is, what it does, and how we can support your
efforts.



mailto:mrsladybell15@gmail.com
mailto:pattyandmrfox@gmail.com
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A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members
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July Recognitions. .

Cnk zW A]J]C sztA]...j s_C 3zzl

This new member has jumped in with
thank him enough for his enthusiasm
needed hole to fill. We could use a bunch more like this man and hope he sets 3

him around the Lodge.

zWW_8CY zW A]J]C sztA]. . ., =cCcC 8_©°
Hereds an ol die but a goodie. .. This
and has served in most of the officer chairs including Exalted Ruler. He is a jack 0f :
trades and utilizes all of them to help run our Lodge. From bartender, Mr. Fixit, se |
artist, Bingo caller, cook and all ar
hard to name them all. Thank you Dee for all you do!

"9
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Prayer Request: Jan Bertoch, Lynn Brown and Jack Johnson

Lodge Support Group

Ladies of the Elks: Brecutive Board
Jacquie LoCicerePresident
| t & s hot it &s humi d ShelagbombarcHgRLPVicdresiden
. ’ , .| Cindy Alle®ecretary
T h a t 0S summer I N F I or i Laura Jondseasurer A t
bl ow off some steam? gutzha[‘”eﬁa'gﬂml, Cgplaln ' Hd
. uth LeviParliameri
Low Country Boil. Come to your lodge on Jul§} 48d see what all

the talk is about. Every year our event gets bigger and better. This year the Ladies are highlightin
a new and familiar talent, Alex Martinez. St
front of our eyes and will grace us with his talent. Dinner is from-8@0. Tickets are only $22
per person and are on sale now at the bar. This event is always a lot of fun, tickets sell out guickl
SO get yours early.

The Ladies had the opportunity to participate in Flag Day. We put together one of our besi|ice
cream sundae bars yet. The day was wonderful and the flag holders did a phenomenal job. [fhal
you to all who came out to support a wonderful and unique day.

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP
President, Ladies of the Elks Tampa 708

July Birthdays
Jackie Apple 7/25=die Hanley 7/30Candi Surhrienrich 7/8

s ONOa POIETAOUU
Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier!

Maybe consider volunteering. The Lodge can sure use help in
many areas...just ask Rick in the office or a Bartender to get you
to the committee chair for your area of interest.
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Rituals a nd.Q eremonies. . |
FLAG DAY CEREMONY AT 708

traditon of patriotism | §
and respect for theps
American flag. In 1907, thj#&
Grand Lodge of the EIlkg
passed a resolution tg
designate June 14th

Flag Day. This was

significant step in promoting national recognition of the holidg "
In 1911, the Elks made it a mandatory requirement for all local
lodges to observe Flag Day with appropriate ceremonies. This solidified our commitment tp lhe

observance of the day. The EIks' dedication to Flag Day observance played a role in gajning
national recognition for the holiday, leading to President Woodrow Wilson acknowledging pu
patriotic efforts. Finally, in 1949, President Harry Truman, who was an Elk himself, signed gn jact
of Congress designating June 14th as Flag Day nationwide.

On Saturday, June 14, 2025, the officers of Tampa EIlks|7p8
conducted the Flag Day ritual with the help of Cub Scout Pack 13§41
(chartered to American Legion Post 138) and Scouts BSA Troogd 219
(chartered to Interbay Moose Lodge 912). In what was the n‘Fslt

well attended Flag Day ceremony in recent history, approximatgly
85 members, guests, and sheltered veterans from Liberty Manof fpr

Veterans and Salvation Ar myodos| |Re
event.

Your Lodge Veterang
Committee used the Flag Day celebration to raise fundy
support our mission of providing onsite and offsi|™
activities for local sheltered veterans and Tampa EIks | i
members who have honorably served or are currej;
serving in the US Military. Committee members prepat
and served a BBQ meal consisting of smoked baby |+
spare ribs, cowboy beans, corn on the cob, coleslaw|j J
Texas toast. The Ladies of the Elks donated a sundaq &
for dessert, which was a big hit.

Christopher Ragusa, Leading Knight anp] L
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GrantReportsiandiuinfonmationtion

Lodge Veterans Committee Report

Elks Day at the Rays For Our VeteransT hi s
Elks Day at the Rays will be held Saturday, July 19th
7:05 PM at Steinbrenner Field in Tampa, FL. Our Tan

Tampa Elks 708 military veteran membeiQur lodge

SATURDAY, Pt sgie veterans should be on the lookout for an email invitifig

JULY 19 - -
START TIME: 7:05 PM ‘ you to respond if you are interestedhe names of all

GATES OPEN: 5:35 PM I .
interested veterans wil |l
will be drawn and given a pair of tickets to this game.

note, a portion of the ticket price benefits the HaApna Trust Fund and the two main charity projects ¢f

the FloridaEIk®t he Fl ori da El ks Chil drendés Therapy S

Lodge Veterans Committee Fundraising: The Lodge Veterans Committee has two fundraising ite
sale. They include a customized Tampa Elks 708 Eagle ball cap for $30, and a Tampa Elks 708

Coin, which is available to any veteran (member or guest) for $10 and -a#tevans for $20. They are oh

display in the cabinet under the lounge cash register. Your Elks bartender will verify your veteran
(Florida or government issued ID, DD214) for the special pricing and take your payment. Thank
always for your support of these fundraising efforts.

) %a
p
evening. The LVC has purchased 10 tickets for thi

Bay Rays will be playing the Baltimore Orioles thrt
game and will be giving out pairs of them to 5 deserv|ng

o7
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Tampa Elks 708 hosted 6 veterans from Liberty Manor for Veterans for dinner on Friday, June 2(Q, P02
Everyone enjoyed either the Chicken Parmesan or Meathalls

(some of us got to sampl e Maln
Connie Lindsay presented us with a Certificate

Appreciation for oeveryth ne|
make their veterans feel ifqt

Manor was the recipient of two ENF Communit
Investment Program grants over the past year, and
been hosted for dinner and at our Flag Day ceremd}
Pictured here are the veterans, their director, and L}
members Kathy Dueffer and Kathryn Hall.

Christopher Ragusa, Veterans Committee Chairman
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Community. Participatjon ion

TAMPA 708 ROCKED THE

2025 FLORIDA ELKS
STATE CONVENTION

The Florida Elks State Convention this year was a massive success, with Tgnjpa
Lodge 708 and Tarpon Springs Lodge 1719 coming together to hosf Jan
unforgettabl e hospit alT&T (Famsauand Tarpon T h i
Springs), perfectly encapsulated the spirit of collaboration and fun that definggl
the event. Thursday night marked the opening of the festivities, with bojfh
lodges cehosting a lively evening. As the weekend progressed, the creafijye
energy continued to flow, with each night offering a unique experience for attendgds

Friday night, under Tampa Lodge's leadership, the atmosphere transformed |rto
a swashbuckling pirate adventure. In full pirate regalia, members from both lodges roamed from ropn tc
room, plundering and tossing beads in true pirate fashion for the -‘amtetipated Annual Pirate
Invasion. It was an exhilarating night that truly captured the spirit of Tampa's legendary hospitality.

Saturday night, it was Tarpon Springs' turn to take the reins with a vibrant Giresrked celebration.
The event was a feast for the senses, offering delicious Greek food and drink, perfectly matched]
theme. The creativity and originality exhibited by both lodges throughout the weekend were on
display, from the dazzling costumes to the fantastic party atmosphere. Fellow Elks from across the
had the chance to mingle, share stories, and celebrate the bonds that unite them.

D th
Il
tate

(o __—h —

The success of the hospitality suite woul dndgt
contributions of many dedicated members. Wendy Hall, PER, and Paul Deland, PER, coordinated &
donations that helped make the room a standout success. Ruth Levin organized the largest Cuibal
sandwich assembly line many had ever seen. Patty and Mike Volpe, arriving a day early -hiula U
truck full of supplies, alongside Laura Jones and Kim Benzing, helped set up a fantastic party roonj.|Ric
Schnei der , PER, contributed his familyds secj|le!
the lodges. Debbie Brennen and Rae Ann Boyle handled raffle ticket sales, while Dee Cisneros, PER, ki
the energy up with a lively Karaoke contest. Special guest bartenders Jen and Teddy Vasquez f $
Pete Lodge 1224 were invaluable throughout the weekend, ensuring that everyone had a great tirﬂe Tk
partnership between Tampa and Tarpon Springs Lodges truly demonstrated what can be acHi

through teamwork, creativity, and Elk spirit. The event was a shining example of why the Florida E|ks
State Convention is such an important occa8idminging together Elks from around the state to
celebrate community, charity, and friendship

o
=3
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CELERRATE YA ITH
TAMPA ELKS 708

Pulled Pork or Chicken, Baked Beans,
Potato Salad, and Texas Toast
Plus: Warm Apple

$150 \ ST - -
Dinner Served 6'30 to BPﬁ \\\\\\ *

Ken’s Karacke -

(‘// \ -‘,_‘f'_f-_ ,«;“‘ Y .

8:00 to 11pn TR

and lets wishavery ' ° .. 7 HEGE
Happy Birthday to our

Red, White & Blue Girls .

Courtney Weil & Tristan Reiber
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UpcomingeEVentsiand

RProjectscis

*TRMPR *ELK5 RIDERS
APCOMING EVENTS
RAMD :ACTIVITIES

Tampa Elks #708 Riders are gaining steam and
planning numerous activities for Tampa and
| several neighboring FElks Riders groups
between now and November. Their
organization is holding their Patching In
ceremony on Sept. 7th so that the new group is
officially recognized.

Tampa Elks Riders is open to membership by those who wish to be involved...You
do not have to ride a motorcycle to be a member. Our principle goal is helping raise
funds for Tampa Elks #708. Come meet us and see if you enjoy our activities and
goals.

June 29th, 2025—Tampa Elks Riders meeting at 7:30pm, following Queen drawing.
June 21st, 2025—Bradenton Elks Riders Meat Bingo at 11:00am
Sept. 6th, 2025—Aripeka Elks Riders Patching Ceremony Noon
Sept. 7th, 2025—Tampa Elks Riders Patching Ceremony Noon
Oct. 4th, 2025—Tampa Elks Riders Clay Shoot 8am
Nov. Ist, 2025— OCC/Elks Bob Seger Cover Band 4pm
Nov. Ist, 2025—Palmetto Elks Riders Breakfast 8am

2025-2026 GOURMET CLUB

JOIN US FOR THE 15TH SEASON OF OUR TAMPA 708 GOURMET CLUB/
THE CLUB MEETS THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH. THIS MONTH'S HOST IS

SUZANNE MOORE - THE THEME IS DIPS & SPREADS
SUNDAY JUL\’ 21TH AT 5 3opm

BRING A DISH 0R A
| DONATION AND AN
LG

[F YOU LOVE TO COOK AND ENJOY SHARING YOUR EFFORTS, THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOU! LOADS OF GOOD FOOD, FUN,

FELLOWSHIP AND CAMARADERIE....AND OF COURSE TRIVIA! IF YOU LOULD LIKE TO HOST ONE OF OUR MEETINGS PLEASE
CONTACT SHELAGH AT 813-837-4246

Let’s go All-In!

Saturday, J uly 26th 6-10pm

6pm Picmnic Food $7 Donation
(Hamburger, Hot Dogs, Chips, Sides)

6-10pm Texas Hold’em

Z7-8Spm Bar Bingo

5 Games (Winner Take All)
8-10pm Gaming Machine Tourny

3-15 Minute Spins Only/Total Pts to Win
9-10pm Left-Right-Center

3 Games

t-t [ b
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Upcoming-Eventsiand,Rrojecise (s

Donation by 6:45pm
- Drawing at 7pm

Served Mondays 6pm to 7:30pm

Thursday Nights

U \?grved 6pm to 7:30

July 7th-=4"1-qg2 6)3( #)) c

July 14th - Meatloaf  Sandwich  wi/chips *July 3rd - Jamie Poole’s Grill Night

$9.50 *July 10th - LOE POTATO BAR-$8.50
2ist - i i
Jula =i gglé%en Sandwich wichips *July 17th - Kristi’s Pasta Night

*July 24th - Dee’s Open Grill Night
* July 3 1th - Jamie Poole’s Grill Night

July 28th - Philly Cheesesteaks w/Fries
%9.50




