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A Message

From your
Exalted Ruler,
Tracy iHorrell

The stroke of midnight on New Year's Eve oftgh
brings many of us a sense of anticipation ard
renewal. For some, it's a time to reflect on p§$t
accomplishments and set new intentions for th¢
year ahead!

While resolutions can sometimes feel dauntir};,
focusing on a positive mindset can be a powerftl
way to approach the new year.

| encourage you to find a community project, sch@¢l
project, a veteransvent that you can help make it g
success. It will not only be a welcomed gestoue
it will bring a sense of joy in your heart and makg
a difference in someone else's life. That truly i |a
feeling like no other.

We said goodbye to our loved Elks, who no long
live with us. While we will miss them, the memorig§
of happy times bring great comfort to us!
We have welcomed so many new Elks in the gt
couple of months, so if you haven't been to the lo ﬁe
recently come in and say hello to them. Many of ¢gr
new Elks are stepping up and making new eve

fun and exciting. Come see what's happening, [
sure you'll have a great time and you'll make sge
new friends!

It's that time again to kick off our biggest fundrais
of the year...Gasparilla!' We will need lots of help}s
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we are expecting over 200 guest to invade Tanppa
Lodge and we want to make a huge impression. Hee
other fliers inside this issue of the Elksize for mqrp
information.
Changes are coming soon to our Antler room, sfay
tuned for more information. It's going to b
fabulous!

| hope to see you soon at the lodge. Let's all w
together to make 2025 a great year! Happy N
Year!

Cheers,
Tracy Horrell, ER
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Your 2024 -25 Committee Chairs_ .

708 Board of Directors - Chairman of the Board Laura Jones, Tracy Horrell, PER,
Edie Hanley, Wendy Hall, PER, April Holtzman, Paul DeLand, PER,
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Tristan Reiber, and Norman Benzing

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism - Norman Benzing, (norm-kim®@rtcol.com)

Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, (chanley73@outlook.com)

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)

Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

LOE Liaison - Paul DelLand, PER - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - TBD

Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE ({jpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Veteran’s Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com)
Wills & Bequests - Richard Florance, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobsl086@gmail.com)

FEBRUARY

Know someone thates
think they may join but just not sure.

Nowes the ti1 megl
February is $1.00 signup fee month,

entertainment, low prices and fellowship
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Elk of the Month: Janet Hill... she has been a member for many years but
know her as Tommy's wife. She has been instrumemtaélping on the house |4
committee, working on the budget, and working to make adjustments that wi -
help our lodge be successful. She is a numbers girl which is just what
needed! | am so grateful that she is a member!

(o]
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Officer of the Month.... Richard Schneider, PER... he works many hours in
lodge as the secretary. This is a job that has many many little jobs, but the
time consuming and too often go unnoticed. On top of his regular duties
wor ked hard to make sure our Di st
| thank him for that and for all he does behind the scenes! Thank you, Rick

@dznAt ACCT zW A]JC sztA].. . T C t

Volunteer of the Month...RaeAnn Boyle, what aggtter and what a great
addition to our Lodge! Planning events, helping with activities, and bringing
new friends to share in the good Elks do, she has already made her mark wit
We appreciate her enthusiasm and her help! Please let her know how muc
need her!

tt 3 b/
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Try to remember when making your INEW

Many of us don't move forward until the pain of where we are becomes unbearable,
but we don't have to wait that long. Be proactive. Make a change today.

~

2 @orinthians 5:17

deies O f ]:I‘e Elks: Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident
ShelaghombarcHgRLPVicéreside
April HoltzmeBecretary

-

ltds a new year and pers
this happen so quickly!! The Ladies are looking forward | - -5 jopaseasurer
a new year and new adventures. Suzanne MaeeeChaplain

The Ladies did a bit of Christmas decorating, it took many hands to g/ Ruth LeviParliameritan
done. Tommy Moore and Shelagh Gombarcik were on the ladders hangmg
wreaths and Christmas bulbs. April Holtzman and Rosann Garcia fluffing

up the garland and much more. We had a special guest star, Stephan Willis, who swooped in and rﬂade
ofida

Christmas tree shine better than ever! Thank you to everyone who took some time out of their busy
to bring Christmas cheer to our lodge.

We al |l know what time of the year it i s. I t 0s

Therefore, i f anyone is in Christ, the hp|e\
er e

pirates who will invade our lodge for our Gasparilla event. Look for the Ladies at the Gasparilla Markef, w

will have lots of goodies for the pirate in you. The Ladies will also have a Popup Shop on J&ratatyel

ENF Fundraiser. If you need a few bobbles to make your Gasparilla day perfect, we are the place to shpp.

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP
President, Ladies of the Elks

JANUARY BIRTHDAY
Paul Deland 1/1 Raymond Huffman 1/11

your loe needs you
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GrantReportstandinformationtior
! Smoking CK K@:5/D=duGOCE RE

Our Lodge Veterans Committee raised funds in November to support hosted dinners-aite o
activities for sheltered veterans, and events for our lodge members who served in the US nfiljtary.
The committee is sefinded, and operates on EIlks National Foundation grants, charitapje

—h

donati ons, and committee fundraisers. Thli s
breasts and pork shoulders, which were prepared in the lodge parking lot and picked upjon
Wednesday, November 27theé.just in time tol]len

the 34 turkey breasts and 24 pork shoulders and raised over $600 for use during the upcpming
year. A huge THANK YOU to those members who supported this fundraiser! Pictured are jqdge
Veterans Committee Chair Chris Ragusa, and Lodge Veterans Committee members| Rich
Schneider, PER, and Shelagh Gombarcik, PER

Auxiliary Post 139
Poppy Fundraiser.

Appeal and this year was no different. A
special thank you goes to Pat Pastore for
donating the beautiful gift baskets. The fundisss
we raise go towards supporting veterans, those

in active service and their families with rehabilitation, finances, employment, housing and othé¢r vita
services.

As members you know that our nations Veterans are close to our hearts and this year, we presente:
check to the American Legion Auxiliary for $511.00. Thank you to our generous membgrg wt
donated to the fund and to wearing their Poppies with Pride.

Shelagh Gombarcik PER
Poppy Fund Chair
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Fraternally,

1 Once collected, the Elves, brought their haul into the lodge where it wesurged, sort-
i ed, bagged, and stored to wait for our

Thank you to all who helped in any way to make this years Community Cares event a success.
Patty Volpe, Youth Activities Committiée

Tampa Elks& Walgreens
Community Cares
Toy Drive

On Monday, December"6ten Tampa Elk Elves pranced around Tampa and colle¢tdd

approximately 690 toys from our list of 14 local Walgreens stores. We also colle
about 480 stocking stuffer items.

Many thanks to our Elves. Without them, this would have been adaill affair instead
of just a few hours.

Our EIf Drivers include Jonah Ryan, Debra Conn, Michael Benson, Wendy Hall

Ruth Levin, Becky Sullins, Stephen Willis, Roshaun Gendrett, Tracy Horrell ER,

Deland, PER.

Our Helpers back at the lodge include Shelagh Gombarcik PER, Laura Jones, Lau
Mike Volpe, and Jackie Jacobs.

cled

PER,
Paul

al Bel

SOCCER SHOOT NEWS :: - =

Saturday, December"4was the Regional Soccer Shoot competition. We all travelled to Florida Elks
Camp in Umatilla. We were treated to a nice breakfast before the event. We had a surprise last minu
into the competition. Adonis Troupe, who came if place at the WCD Hoop Shoot was brought in
compete in his age group, becausettgtl ace wi nner coul dndét attend.

Congratulations to all our Tampa participants! TRgplace winners are moving on to
State Competition on Saturday, Janualy; 4t Florida Elks Youth Camgm

2" Placed U8 Divisiond Boys- Starlyn Betances vy
T' Placed U10 Division Boysd Adonis Troupe ;
' Place- U14 Divisiord Girls 8 Savannah Bell

T' Placed U14 Divisiord Boysd Alexander Cross

SHOOT NEWS ooo
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On Sunday, December™ 5ve held the WCD Hoop Shoot at Foster Park, her
South Tampa. The WCD Hoop Shoot Chairman, John Connor PER, w

)2 Bell, are moving on to the Regional Competitions. Congratulations to bot

Fraternally, Patty Volpe, Lodge Soccer & Hoop Shoot Chair

In
the

= contest judge. Our two Tampa Lodge competitors, Savannah Bell and Cppnol

for
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Past Events andProjects:(«
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On Wednesday, December™8ve had our first club meeting at Madisdn
Middle School. The Motivated Mustangs Club was established on this faly.
This club will replace Club Chivalry at Robinson High School, due to |th
restructure of this yearods Admin t
our f' year at Madison Middle School, where we will focus on motivafn
attendance and behavior. During |Jojur
size so we can provide new polo shirts to each member. We voted on a club name, whigh{wa
initially the oWild Mustangso6 but wultimatij]y
President, VicéPresident, and Secretary, and got to know the club members. Each student fnd
volunteer got breakfast from McDonalds. We will meet once a month, from January to March, pnd
finish the year with a field trip to Dave & Busters. i =

20z4-2025

—

Our volunteers showed up in force. It was impress|##
to see so many there to prove that Madison Mid(zg*
School is now backed by Tampa Elks #708.

Our next club meeting is on Tuesday, Januaf¥,
from 10:15am and done by 11:30am. If you woulcgss
to get involved, please reach out to me.

Fraternally yours, Patty Volpe, Grant Manager

Remember this
young lady?

Ismeny Ramirez was a Robinson High School, Club Chivlr
student that worked at the Lodge as a server and all around hejpgr.
She was with us for over three years and many of us came tq I¢ve
her . I t hought you might | il kle
doing and her plans for the future.

Issy graduated with honors from Robinson and has gone on tp he
an honor student a Brigham Young University in Utah. $h¢
received several scholarships and continues to work hard to egp
from having too much educational debit.

She chose Brigham6és nursing program and hps
this time she is preparing to go on a church mission for the next 18 months and will retfirn to
Utah to finish her education. She finds out where her mission will take her in late January arId IS
truly looking forward to it. | know | speak for all of us who knew her when | wish her|all

the best. Georgia Hilficker, Elksize Editor
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Past Events andProjec¢ts (s

0Vewy Wy Chonistits Dinlay

On Saturday, December 21Tampa Elks Lodge Youth Activities

for this party took several months and thanks to fundraising efforfs
donations, the Walgreens Toy Drive, and our volunteers, this was a phenomenal event.

Commi ttee host ed the annual Chi dr

The families arrived at 12pm and the fun started right away! The families were provided a Drug Awafehes:

package upon arrival and took their seats to start coloring and playing games at their table.

Our theme this year was Christmas Carnival. Our own member, Stephen Willis, was the MC for the dvgnt.

He opened with the pledge and a prayer. He kept the party going with announcements, fun facts

. hnd

audience participation. The kids played carnival style games and enjoyed building their own snowmah s a

craft. Everyone feasted on hot dogs, chips, cotton candy, popcorn, chips, and candy.

Santa arrived along with his Elves and took family photos that were printed and given to the families.|Hach

child that visited Santa got a goodie bag filled with fun things. Even our volunteers got to visit with Sa

The parents got to O6shop6 for presents in th
back hall. The parents selected’ 3oys for each of their registered children. Each family got a raffle tick¢t

0)

A

when they arrived. We were able to raffle several items, like an iPad, Camera, several bikes, and lotp pf gi

cards.

The party goers left with smiles, full bellies, and bags of game prizes. The parents left with the pepge o
mind that their children will have a very, merry, Christmas. We did have some left over presents o] we
donated 2 bags to our Fire Department next door and then dropped off bags of presents to some farpilie:
that could not attend. Our last bag of stocking stuffers/gifts went to a Boys & Girls Club employee, Mqgpn,

that distributed them the next day.

A HUGE Thank you to all that helped make this event possible. We had lots of toy donations fron} pur
Lodge members and MGM Friends Charity Partners, and a huge donation of items from a donof fhat
requested to be anonymous. We had items donated by lodge vendors too! Our Volunteers came]dut t

support the fun and had a good time while doing it. We had 26 Elks volunteer and-Esknaiunteers.
We could not have done this without them. It takes a whole lot of hands to make this event successful
Check out our Tampa Elks Lodge #708 Facebook page to see pictures, taken by Kim VanWalket.
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Past Events andProjects: (s

This yearo6s party was al

enjoying each otherds C 0 mpmagbe too muelm dgreat

entertainment. Thanks to Kris Pierce for singing beauti

Christmas Carols which set the tone for our celebration.
We had lots of laughs and surprises in the White

Elephant gift exchange. There were unique gifts like
solar, windchime and there were funny items like a ¢
poop calendar. Which by the way | ended up with.
much fun and so wonderful to be among friends &
fellow Elks this holiday season.

| hope you had a Christmas full of joy and the New Y
brings you success and happiness.

ful

60d hoped i

e a
log
So
and

ear

See you at the LodgeéTracy

Horr el

PE




