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A Message

From your
Exalted Ruler,
Tracy iHorrell

It's fun to be a pirate, but it is exhausting!
| appreciate all the help, time, and energy
each of you put into this event to make it
a huge success! This event brings incom
into our lodge, which helps us provide
services to our community and put money
away for improving our lodge.

We are currently working on a plan to
renovate the Antler room and | appreciate
all the design help that Tristan has offered
which will give us a fresh new look!

We are getting closer to a new Elk year
and in doing so, | start thinking of all our
accomplishments. A successful Flag Day
Back to school party, Hoop shoot, Soccey
shoot, Veterans Friday night dinners,
Casino night, Christmas Party for kids,
Gasparilla party for ENF. These events
make it possible for us to help veterans
and children. Way to go Tampa 708!
Spring brings on new beginnings and
soon my time as ER will be over, it feels as
if it has flown by. I am honored to
represent Tampa Elks 708!

(4]

N

Please note...

If you are not receiving emails on events
and other important Elk messages pleassd
let us know and Marty will be happy to
add you.mquire@tampabay.rr.com

See you soon at the Lodge
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Your 2024 -25 Committee Chairs,

708 Board of Directors - Chairman of the Board Laura Jones, Tracy Horrell, PER,
Edie Hanley, Wendy Hall, PER, April Holtzman, Paul DeLand, PER,
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Tristan Reiber, and Norman Benzing

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism - Norman Benzing, (norm-kim®@rtcol.com)

Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, (ehanley73@outlook.com)

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)

Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

LOE Liaison - Paul DelLand, PER - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - TBD

Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE ({jpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Veteran’s Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com)
Wills & Bequests - Richard Florance, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobsl086@gmail.com)

Plant city bus tour

On Saturday, February 1st
one of our sister West -
Central District Lodges,

Plant City Lodge #1k/ i
be visSii r
4pm

Pleas nsider joining us
to welcome these Plant City Elk members and show
them the hospitality of the Tampa 708 Pirate Lodge!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE...TRACY HORRELL, ER
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FEBRUARYELK RECOGNITIONS I Ty N\ &S

Cnk zW A]C sztAg2®]ct U _nn_o
What can we say about this gug,lot! He has a heart of gold and is always willing t
help with our events especially those for children. Back to school, say no to d
awareness, Christmas party for kids and he was even a master of ceremony for
Year's Eve. But it's his warm heart that makes everyone who comes in our door the
special and welcomed! Next time you see him, please tell him thank you for
infectious attitude as we always need that!

zWW_8CYT zW A]J] C sztA]. .. kf_°A]
She is a hidden gem! You will find her tucked away iroffere working diligently on |
her accounting duties as treasurer and taking our finances as a priority. She handle( 4
DD book inspection and answered all theirestions. She was a huge help at our casif-
night and made it a huge success! Please help me tell her how important she is! |
appreciate her commitmemd our lodge.

@gznAt ACC] zW A]J]C sztA]. . _jz°ocC

He is always willing to help our veterans! Whether it's outings, dinners or just maki
our veterans feel welcome he is here to make it happen! He is always helping sug
our Friday night dinners and events and promoting the true values of Elks. Please
me tell him how much we appreciate all that he does for our lodge!
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Supporting Reports

A WE (bW by dhoAbiplon:Ceshidofuhe X o e k |

When you change yourself, you change the world-"Gojira

Maybe you can't control everything, but you do have a say in who you become.
oDo not conform to the pattern of this wgq
mind. 6 Rednans 12:1

deies O f ]:I‘e ElkS: ~ Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident

ShelaghombarcHeRLPVicéreside
Thank you to all who came out and supported t| 5 E.?,.tzm@‘ffr“;tary

Ladies at their Gasparilla Pdgp and at our| Laura Jon@seasurer
Gasparilla Event. The Ladies had a great tif Suzanne MoareChaplain
while raising money for a great cause, our lodge. It took nj Ruth Levirarliamerien
volunteers to make this happen, we are grateful to all who

helped.

-

We hope to see everyone at our next meeting, Wednesday February 5 th . Dinner sta
6:15ish and the meeting starts at 7pm.

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP
President, Ladies of the Elks

February Birthday

Susie Harlow 2/9

GrantReportsianduimfonmationtion

‘o SoccerShocI News ‘o

Florida Elks Youth Camp in Umatilla, FL. We had 3 representatives f i
Tampa Lodge #708 compete. They competed in a Lodge shoot, a|
shoot and, a Regional shoot off at our State Competition.

Adonis Troupe came in 3rd place for Boys U10
Alexander Cross came in 2nd place for Boys U12
Savannah Bell came in 2nd place for Girls U14

We thought this was the end of :
winner in the U12 Boys division was not able to attend the SE Reglercs
competition so Alexander Cross moved up to the SE Regional Competition on Sunday, January 19t

IS

at FEYC. Alexander placed 3rd in the SE Regional competition. He competed against the 1st place \Wnn

from Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina.

Please join me in congratulating all of our participants on Saturday, March 22nd at Awards Night &g

families have been invited to attend. Thank you all for your support this year. We look forward to the
Soccer Shoot Season.

Fraternally Yours, Patty Volpe, Soccer Shoot Chair
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The Beacon Grant is a grant open to every lodge. Lodges are requiredlt) uSE
the Beacon Grant for projects that are Lotlpk ongoing, and active. The
require Elk participation. Over the past several years, we have used|the
. Beacon Grant for Club Chivalry at Robinson High School but this year,|ye
are using it for our newest Lodd¢gd project, the Motivated Mustangs Club

BEACON GRANT at Madison Middle School.
NEWS

Patty Volpe, Grant Manager

LODGE VETERANS
COMMITTEE REPORT

Elks National Foundation Spotlight Graré Project AdoptA-Haven:
The Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans Committee applied for
received approval for a Project AdeptHaven grant under the EIkg
National Foundation Spotlight program.

......

Project AdoptA Haven grants are used to work with emerge
shelters or transitional housing facilities specifically for vetera
Tampa Elks 708 will receive $2000 to support quality of life initiati
at Liberty Manor For Veterans, a housing and social service resot
provider for homeless veterans in the Tampa Bay area since 2006. Tampa Elks 708 has been worlqrjg wi
Liberty Manor for over a decade by hostingsite dinners and planning and executing-site activities for
their veterans.

Partnering with Liberty Manor on this grant will positively impact its 16 unhoused veterans by offsetfipg
the transportation cost of getting their veterans to interviews, VA appointments and shopping trips, j|gnd
provide them with two unique evenings of food and entertainment for their veterans. Lodge Vetgfjans
Commi ttee members Jose Remon and Chris Ragus#§| m
Lindsay on January L& coordinate how this ENF grant can best be used to improve the lives of|the
veterans who are sheltered at her facility.

Tampa Elks 708 members who are interested in serving on the Lodge Veterans Committee to help h$ hos
dinners at the lodge for the four local shelters that we support, condustiteffactivities for homeless
veterans, plan activities that benefit the members of our lodge that have honorably served in thg¢ US
military, and fundraise to support these activities can contact us at:

TampaElks708VetsCommittee @gmail.com.
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GrantiReportstandaunfonmationtion
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On Tuesday, January 14th , from 10:15am to 11:30am our
volunteers met at Madison Middle School for our monthly Clie
meeting. The club consists of students in 6th through 8th gr3
They have been identified by the school social worker
membership to the club based on low school attendance an
high occurrence of #school or out of school suspension. TR |
mission of the club is to promote attendance and posit

behaviors.

During our meeting the students appointed Club President, Vjj;
President, and Secretary di g
70806 Motivated Mustang Pol o i
arrival. Carolyn Miller gave each student an attendance ticket
as each student put on their new shirts, she gave them af
ticket. We explained that if you come to our club meetings wi
your club shirts on, that you will get 2 attendance tickets. M+ 2
Hunziker, the school social worker, challenged the students to

wear their polo shirts every Tuesday and check in with her to earn another attendance ticket] The

attendance tickets are gathered and 1 is chosen. The winning student gets a $25 Walmart gift card

We played a team building game called 0Keep |the

they had to blow up balloons then toss them while staying within a square. If the balloon fell o

student stepped out of the square their team lost. Last team with balloons in the air won. Game 1 fhaq no
planning. Game 2 the students came up with a plan. Game 3 the students asked Elks for ideas onjhojv tc

win. It was a lot of fun watching the students working together on a plan and then executing that glar.

It was even sweeter when they took the advice of our Elk volunteers.
We then did a round of weekly wins, where we ask about winning moments the students may havg

since our last meeting. There were lots of wins this time and we look forward to more next month.

hpd

part of our commitment to serving the students of the Motivated Mustang Club, we were able to sypp

3 of the students with new jackets and backpacks. These items were identified with keeping

studentds home from school during the col d we

A huge thanks to our Lodge volunteers. Betty Orcutt, Carolyn Miller, Mike Volpe, Laura Bell,|a
Melissa Bertoch. Is was a cold morning but we all left with warm hearts. If you would like to get invglv
with the Motivated Mustang Club, our next meeting is Tuesday, February 18 th , from 10:15am to 1§.:

at Madison Middle School.

Reach out to me for more information:
pattyandmrfox@gmail.com

Thank you, Patty Volpe, Club Manager

an
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GrantiReportsiandinfonmationtion

FLORIDA ELKS
YOUTH CAMP

AN 2 CONFERENCE CENTER

| f you donodt know abo
Camp in Umatilla, you should take a minute to g& &
acquainted. Just type Florida Elks Camp into your

browser to take a visual tour. This is one of the top rated youth camps in the United $tates
From canoeing, swimming, and rope courses to crafts and campfires this is the place |tq be
youbre 9 to 13 years of age.

Each year all Florida Lodges are allowed a certain number of sponsored applicants tq atten
this spectacular adventure free of charge. Lodge 708 has been allotted 10 spots f¢r [yoL
people that cannot afford to attend a summer camp. Should you know of a child that{cpulc
benefit from attending this outstanding camp please contact Rick Schneider, PER our [L¢dge
Secretary at 81&314280. He can help you obtain an application to attend.

Make your application soon before these 10 spots are filled.

Past Events andProjects:{ «

| " - — Cuban
Elk On Saturday January 18th our ENE a n d wichps
S chairman, Shelagh Gombarcik put

National  together a oPir G

for thegreat heart of Elkdom\w

I ourn d atl 91! ﬁ ﬁs National Foundation D
Lodge 708 Fundraiser Vih music by DJ_Caution, am‘

Tampa style Cuban Food by Shelay
and Georgia Hilficker we enjoyed an evening {imlidy
fellowship before our very busy Gasparilla Fundrav% 1

to be held the following weekend.
~ . . Moj o. PbF k
| f y ou arenot familiars,; Wiitdl ¢«

, #—pg Foundation, please feel free to ask Shelagh for a qt 4
2 tutorial and learn how important this organization is to g, .=#
o ‘-5\/‘-*! our charities. She can also tell you how you can help «wGy a v 4
support this most important foundation. You cantext Past r|

her at 81.83%4246. -

(]
[7)]
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Past Events andProjects:{«

9.

TAMPA 70
2025 NEW YEAR' S EVIE
MARDEI GRAS

| f you didnot attend this yeards New Yearos [Eye
time with great music, really good food and lots of both. Plus, we enjoyed some wonderful
entertainment from our own members.

Christine Harris sang oOLove Potion #96 and C 1 O
Facebook, it was so much better than that. We were all blown away! Stephen Willis, in a fantastic
costume, gave us a great comedy routine that had the whole house laughing hilariously and Samn
Washington sang oOMagic by Frank Sinatrad and||ev
talent we have in our own house!

|l 6d | i ke to thank the fol ks that were intricpfe

1 Shelagh Gombarcik, PER who was with me from the beginning to the end and manned thg
Bananads Foster station!

9 Laura Jones, for being my MC even though sHhgq i

T Rodney Kryton and Stephen Willis for not only helping to put the event together but also
contributing Pralines, helping put the ceiling up and adding to our entertainment.

1 My daughter, Kristine Chowning for sticking with me when others had to step down due to
sickness.

1 Melissa Bertoch for stepping up to help with the set up when others had to drop out, as well as
being our crystal ball reader.

1 My other family members; Mike Chowning, Angela Chowning, Max Chowning, Stephanie

Snipes, and Glenn & Christine Harris for their help in set up and break down and my husband

George Hilficker for running to get whatever was needed.

Becky Sullins for being a great Tarot Card reader!

T April Holtzman, Suzanne Moore, Debbie Brennan and Tommy Moore who helped with the

preparation and the serving of the food.

Ruth Levin for making the Marti Gras King Cakes.

Addison Horrell for being our filet carver.

1 Dee Cicneros, PER for pulling down the tables and chairs and all the folks who came in on thg
2nd to help take down the decorations!

Georgia Hilficker, Event Coordinator

==

= =4
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