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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Tracy Horrell 

This month is all about giving thanks. We got 
through two major storms that left some of us 
without power, water, homes, or the sense of security 
we have felt in our homes. 
 

Weõve been through a lot, but we are thankful to be 
alive and that the storms have now gone so we can 
get on to recovery! 
 

We give thanks to the many, many linemen who 
came from all over this country to help restore power. 
Many thanks to the wonderful crews who restored 
our internet and cable. Many thanks to Courtney and 
Sammy Weil who came in to put meals out the door 
to feed our Elk families, the linemen, and our 
community. Donations were accepted but not 
necessary and we appreciate all their hard work. 
 

Let's not forget our National Guard, our military, and 
our governor who made it easier for our state to 
evacuate and have the necessities to help us in this 
historic event. 
 

If these hurricanes made us realize that we need to 
take future storms seriously and get prepared early, 
leave when we are told to, then something good came 
out of them. 
 

We will have many activities this month to help us all 
get back to some normalcy, so please come and enjoy. 
You will find this information in this month's Elksize. 
 

Let's all be thankful for one another and reach out to 
help those who are still rebuilding as we can all be a 
beacon of hope! 
 
See you soon at the lodge! 
Fraternally, 
Tracy Horrell, ER 
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Your  2024 -25  Committee Chairs  

Accident Prevention -  Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing,  (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout,  (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee -  Melissa Bertoch,  (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley,  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker,  (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison -  Paul DeLand, PER -  (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - TBD 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests  - Richard Florance, PER  (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 

Why join the Fidelity Club... 
By joining you support all our charities with one quick and easy payment. 

Easy: The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes automatic, regularly scheduled donations through your 
bank account or credit card. These donations occur monthly (minimum $5). 
¶ Eco-Friendly: Save a tree and save time with paperless donations! 
¶ Convenience: No need to purchase stamps or mail a check. It takes just five minutes to sign 
up, and youôre good to go! 

¶ Flexibility: You can increase, modify or cancel your gift at any time. 
¶ Security: It's safe, reliable and allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more 
time on our charitable mission. 

 

Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at enf.elks.org/recurring and start 
your gift today!  
 

Questions? Contact enf@elks.org or 773-755-4728 for additional information about starting a 
monthly gift and joining the ENF Fidelity Club. 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
mailto:enf@elks.org
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NOVEMBER ELK RECOGNITIONS  
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He is known for his bada bing bada boom bingo! You can always count on 
him to help out every Monday for bingo, counting money and cracking 
jokes is what he does best! He was instrumental in helping raise money 
that helped get us a new sign. Please congratulate him and tell him how 
much he is appreciated! 

She has been very helpful whenever and wherever needed. Most of the 
time she does things without being asked and volunteers, whether in the 
kitchen, setting up tables, taking up chairs, decorating the hall, or helping 
with an event. She is one tough cookie with the sweetest heart! Please let 
her know how special she is to the lodge. 

 She is a little firecracker once you get to know her. She is truly a perfect fit 
for our lodge and she has jumped in to help behind the bar, in the kitchen 
and dining room. I appreciate your detail to perfecting cocktails and 
coming up with some great ideas to move the lodge forward. Come see her 
on a Tuesday or a Wednesday and tell her how much we love her here! 
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Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier!  

October brought, to our doorstep, challenges that we 
never imagined. Two historic storms daringly tried to 

take the spirit of our beloved Tampa. Many of our fellow members 
were affected by these storms and recovery for them and many more 
will be long and hard. In the days that followed, we saw the 
pictures, we heard the stories, we cried for what was lost, and we cheered for how the community 
came together to help those in need.  

As Elks, we checked up on each other. Many texts and calls were made to ensure that we were all as 
òokó as we could be, under the circumstances. Some of us left our homes to help others and did what 
they know best, by helping others and feeding hunger and souls, and in turn helped our lodge to 
minimize the loss to our kitchen. For someone who had no power for five days, this simple meal 
made a difference to me, my fellow Elks and members of our community who are not Elks. Our love 
for our community shined at that moment in time and that brings great pride to me and to many 
others in our Elk Family. I am sure that there are many other ways our lodge and members helped 
those in our community.  This is but one example. As a community, we are strong, giving, and 
proud. Goodbye October, we are done with youéon to November.  

Last month the Ladies were all set to do a fundraiser for our reimagined Antler Room, well that 
didnõt come to fruition (thanks Milton). Be on the lookout for a new date. It will be a lot of fun and 
raise money for a great cause.  

November starts the holiday season! On Friday, November 29th the Ladies will decorate our lodge. 
Please consider coming to lend a hand as this is a BIG job! We start at 11am and hope to finish by 
2pm. Hope to see you there.  

The LOE Christmas Bazaar is Thursday, December 5th and Friday, December 6th from 6pm-8pm. 
Come out and enjoy a cocktail or two while browsing what the Ladies have curated for your holiday 
shopping pleasure. We have handmade items, baked goods, and Gasparilla goodies.  
Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, President, Ladies of the Elks 
 

Sandy Lessard 11/3       Sue Moore 11/8    Bob Suhrheinrich    11/27  

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

:^WfbW_dÂi :ehd[h Xo ekh Y^WfbW_d& :hoijWb Ae^died4
When reflecting on October and the losses we have all experienced in the wake of Hurricanes, Helene &  
Milton, please keep this in mind: 
 

"It's 90% mental. The other 10% is all in your head." - Ray Zahab 
He was talking about running, but our attitude can determine much more than our lap time. 
 

òJesus was patient in the midst of trials, hopeful in the midst of suffering, and humble in the midst of 
blessings.ó 1 Peter 2:23Ш 
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Grant Reports and Information  

The Soccer Shoot & Hoop Shoot Committee held our Lodge Competitions on Sunday, October 6th at Foster 
Park. Our volunteers arrived at 8am to start the set up. Balls had to be inflated, the basketball court marked 
off, registration paperwork organized, soccer goals set up, and our many volunteers helped to make sure it 
was all done before the 9am start time. When the participants arrived, they were treated to some breakfast 
treats and snacks. They warmed up and the competitions started.  

 
The Gold winners will be moving on to our West Central District Competitions in November and January.   

I would like to thank all the volunteers. Without many hands, this would not be light work. A HUGE thank 
you to Kim VanWalker, for all the great photos. Norm and Kim Benzing for setting up the soccer goals. 
Richelle Nickell & Laura Bell for making sure all the registration paper was organized and completed by 
participants and volunteers. Rita Smith for printing the participation & award certificates. Thanks to our 
ôCoachesõ, Teddy Vazquez (St. Pete Lodge) and Mike Volpe for being the officials and distributing the 
awards. Thank you to our volunteers that helped make it run so smoothly, Jen Vazquez, Chris Elkins, Jeremy 
Elkins, and Chris Bell.   Watch for updates as our winners move forward! 

Patty Volpe, Soccer & Hoop Shoot Chairman 
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For the past 8 years, Tampa Elks had sponsored an in-school club at Robinson HS. The Robisonõs mascots are 
the Knights, and the Club has been called Club Chivalry for successful students, now shortened to Club 
Chivalry.  This club has always been for students who need a little extra help getting involved with their 
school.  Some transferred in as juniors or seniors. Some donõt have the GPA to join other clubs. A few identify 
as loners. The school traditionally hand picks the students and the school counselor, and Tampa Elks plan, 
and purchase all materials for the program. We emphasize teamwork and developing a sense of belonging to 
the school. We bring in Elks that are alumni as guest speakers, and a big highlight of the school year is the 
annual all day trip to the Florida Elks Youth Campõs Ropeõs course. Meetings are always on a Monday. 
Volunteers have to fill out an application with the Hillsborough county school board- it is good for 3 years so 
check the òall schoolsó box. We need a lot of volunteers, because we do not expect every volunteer to be at 
every event, A text is usually sent out with the time, date and description, and if you can participate, you 
simply reply that you will be there. This is the link to the volunteer application, found on the Robinson HS 
Tampa page:  
Visitor Management / Volunteer Application (hillsboroughschools.org) 
You will need your drivers license, though you will not be expected to chauffer students.  

Grant Reports and Information  

Club Chivalry 

Tampa Elks 708 hosted eight veterans 
from Liberty Manor for Veterans for 
dinner at the lodge on Friday, October 
18th.  Liberty Manorõs mission is to 
provide housing and all the social 

service resources necessary to achieve the goal of self-sufficiency for 
homeless veterans.  Chef Courtney created a marvelous menu for our 
hosted veterans, including deviled egg appetizers, deep fried fish, chips, 
coleslaw and Tommyõs cheesy grits.  The meal was topped off with a 
scrumptious Black Forest chocolate cherry cake. Lodge Veterans 
Committee members greeted and served the veterans.  Pictured with eight 
of the Liberty Manor veterans is their CEO Connie Lindsey and her 
husband David.  David presented Liberty Manor challenge coins to Lodge 
Veterans Committee members Evelyn Hemingway and Richard Vanner.  

LIBERTY MANOR VETS 
JOIN US FOR DINNER 

https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Page/7346
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Past Events and Projects  

 
                               On September 23, 2024, an amazing 80's party was held at the 
                             Tampa Lodge 708. The DJ was great, he played all the perfect 
80's music and asked Trivia questions from that decade.  The highlight of the 
evening was playing music bingo and everyone enjoyed the game. Many of 
the participants dressed for that occasion, from disco dancers and hippies to 
Madonna.  There was a costume contest and Madonna won the top prize.    

The following individuals helped and made it a success: Jason Brown, Edie 
Hanley, Shelagh Gombarick, PER April Holtzman, and of course, Crystal 
Johnson who hosted the party.  The funds from the event will go towards 
renovations and repair funds.  Edie Hanley and Crystal Johnson  

On October 4th Chris Ragusa executed his 2nd successful Oktoberfest as a 
fundraiser to support Tampa 708õs New Yearõs Eve Extravaganza.  His partner 
from the year before, Tom Knotts, was one of the many victims of Hurricane 
Helena and sadly could not participate.  However, Chris was committed to 
soldier on and asked the help of  Courtney Weil, PER and Georgia Hilficker. 

The event went off without a hitch and the food was well 
received. There were not only eat in diners but many togo 
orders as well.  The music and authentic German beer set 
the stage for this exceptional event. 

Thanks go to Tommy Moore, Suzanne Moore, Sammy 
Weil,  April Holtzman, Kristina Chowning, Cindy Allen 
and Shelagh Gombarcik, PER for all their help. 
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   Upcoming Events and Projects  
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