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A Message

From your
ExaltedrRuler,
Wendy Hall

As quickly as it began, so ends my year as )
Exalted Ruler. Challenges were there from dea
with a major replacement of our sewer line to a flu
of Air Conditioning outages. With the help of ma
we addressed the problems. This leads me to
point of thanking each and every one of you
stepped up when something needed attention. Fr,
my BOD to individuals, support was there for me
every turn. That, my fellow Elks, is what we are
about! Also, a thank you to a very active Hoy$
Committee that put together several events whi
helped us meet our budget projections.

By the way, please join us for the upcoming Menfer
Awards Night March 9th and our Spectacular ${.

Patrickds day =event 0 N \Y
Installation Dinner on March 30th

I hope new members of T ¢
have joined in the | as|]
become active in our Lodge. Let people know youj}z
willing to help and be involved. You will enjoy thi
and quickly develop a feeling of being a part of
Lodge. Take time to visit with those who have bge
around a long time. Tampa Elks Lodge is 122
old, one of the oldest community organizations
Tampa, and the 5th oldest Elks Lodge in Florida.

The heritage of our organization is rich wif
charitable activities. Several of our most act
members have been members for 30, 40 and 50 §
or more. | guarantee you will never have a war
more positive feeling than you will get by bei
involved. That involvement can be on a committ
for an event or seeking one of the Lodge offices.

2023/2024 Lodge year. Wendy Hall,
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Your 2023 -24 Committee Chairs .

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, Chairman (norkaim@rtcol.com)
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com)
ENF Fundraising- Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
Vet er an 0 s Jo8 kaCicaros @hairman

Jose Remon, CGhair (joseremon@gmail.com)
Will & Bequests - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

Tampa Lodge ‘708
Supports our
Veteran’s in
many ways!

The Lodge presented 6 baby strollers anlf

L Ri ver Womends Veter|lhn
~ be distributed as part of an annual Bab{
Shower program conducted by the clinic. Pictured above from left to right making fHje
presentation are Crystal Johnson and Edie Hanley, V.A.V.S. representatives from Tlamp
Lodge to James A. Hal ey Hospital,; Supdbpr
Clinic Representative and Exalted Ruler Wendy Hall from Tampa Lodge #708.

Specialist Sard told our Lodge representatives that without the help from groups such|as
Tampa Lodge the Baby Shower program would not be able to continue.
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A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members.

Sponsor
T. Micheal

March Elk Recognitions

Cnk zwW A]J]C sztA], . . 1_A ° s Ap—3

Our March EIk of the Month is Rita Smith, PER. Rita is a long time member i
staunch advocate for our Lodge. She works long and hard for our ENF Gris
obtaining most of those available. In addition she continues to lead our efforts inf* ¢
Lodgeds I mpact Grant products, as well[‘:
School, working with Open Arms and much more. Additionally, she sees to it that s
efforts and accomplishments are repo/
Magazine. Thank her for her tireless efforts when next you see her. -

ZWW_8CYf° zW A]C szt A]zJ°KRTQ° Ak s 6Ct a

There are again two Officers of the Month.

Kristie Horst assumed the job of Treasurer shortly after the Lodge year be \\
She has proven adept at handling the position and the computer progr@
involved. We thank her for accepting the position for an additional year, filljgE
a spot thatds notoriously hard to .

Kim Benzing is a new officer this year, serving as Tiler. She has becCorre =i
involved in Lodge events lending a hand where ever needed and she afSh&P™st | %
husband Norm act as our Karaoke DJs at our monthly Birthday Bash. She also %
helps with Bar Bingo on Monday nights. Tell her thanks when you see her at »
Monday bingo. Kim Benzing
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Supporting Reports

Lﬁ.dies 0f :I:I\e Elks: Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident

April Holtzm&Becretary
members for another very successful year. | | ;.ra jonaseasurer

Due to the events we put on; Horse Race, L Suzanne MaareChaplain
Country Boil, Christmas Bazaar, dBasparilp | 'Y HometRE-Parliamerien
Market Place, our WalaT hon and the Fatheros Day

as well as the handmade crafts we created for Gasparilla and the Chrismas Bazaar wWe

| 0d | i ke t o t ake t h | ShelagbombarcigRLPViceresidep; |

able to contribute toward the repair of
Therapy Services. In additions we decorated the Lodge for Christmas. Quite a busy ye

We have had some very higighs this year, but there have also been some lows. We
one of our Il ong time members, Robert
March 1st at our Lodge. He will be missed.

March Birthdays

Tommy Moore 3/6 Kathy Hall 3/6- Sandra Brantley 3/8 Ziggy Ziegler 3/EBancis Salter 3/24
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SOBARDEN

A GREAT IDEA THAT'S FOUND

ITS TIME AND
708 IS THERE TO HELP!

On Saturday, Jan 20th, three members of
Tampa Elks Lodgarrived at the SOGarden site at 10:30 AM for a tour. W
were met by Gardener Sandi Thompson, who explained that they have g
making great progress in the year since they staifbdre have been som

(D

costs, but there have been some major victories, too.

The rain barrel and sign were donated as an Eagle Scout project.
fencing of the perimeter was also an Eagle Scout projéet. membership
has grown, and in addition to the members individually owned gardgn
they have about a dozen beds that are community beds planted in the ijo
of donating fresh produce to local food pantries. This area is called t
0Gar den of Eatind. o Tampa EIl ks
Gratitude Grant specifically for the community garderPRictured are
Gardeners Elise Valdez and Sandi Thompson with Tampa Elks Lectdri
Knight Kim VanWalker and PER Shelagh Gombargik

1%

en

learning curves, such as three changes in the irrigation system to try to cqnjrol

The

DES
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GrantiReportsiandiynfonmationtion

Tampa 708 is Proud to Support the

Southeastern Guide [ gs Program

anbfary2305 exalted
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February 1st Max Chowning received his Delegate package for Boys Statgs.
was one of only seven to receive this honor. This was made possible by 15 yé4 I
Francis (Frank) Smith, who is also Boys State chairman at American Legion| gt |/
5. Prior to receiving the packet, the boys, all HS Juniors with outstanda, =\ a#"
credentials, participated in the Ceremony of the Four Chaplains, a moving sfi

of war time heroism. Tampa Elks are proud to sponsor Max, a young ma
have watched grow up and who has participated in many Elk Service Proj¢

You may know of sKornies tofn aMaCxhdosw nfi anngi, T
Harrisdos, The Weil s.
Congratulations to Max and higamily on being selected fothis prestigious

scholarship! :

P
Besides Frank Smith, ER Wendy Hall and PER Rita Smith attended the eve lé’:?)’
American Legion Post 5 in Tampa.

15 (%

ok bk

il clk




+h[ ! a9 HnHO L{{!9 am Hw / | hCCL/ L! | t -t. 3 Lc

GrantiReportsiandinfonmationtion

708 Veteran's Commitiee
lnvites Yets to the 705

On Febrwuary 3rd Tampa 7080s Vet er gt S oo i
Beginnings of Tampa, a temporary housing and rehab center that reserves 30/ =+
for Veterans. We had a 70086s party |
potatoes, green beans, and a roll with butter, followed by jello cake. There wasi
music, and Tampa Lodge Veteran committee member Evelyn Hemingway ha( %
Veterans on their feet by the first set, as she led them in a Congo line.*

Service. All the Veterans and Tampa Veteran Committee members present | i-‘
invited to get in the picture. '

Spotlight:on/Attendance:at
Chamberlain High Schaoal

Bright and early on the chilly morning of FeB Riet up with
Betty Orcutt at the | oc al
pick up 62 breakfast orders and transpg
them to Chamberlain High Schodg
Chamberlain HS is about 45 minutes from the Lodge at that time o
day. We knew that there were at least a couple of mistakes in the ord
would have to address when we got there.

Luckil vy, Fell ow EI kK and the Ch
Resource Administrator, Kristina Chowning, was waiting for us out fr{
with a cart. Between us three Elks, we managed to get the drinks
breakfasts into the cafeteria. We had to do somerasute sorting, but
we had each breakfast bag with the order form stapled to it lined u
the students to grab by the time the bell rang. The students were at®
come in, grab their beverage and their breakfast, and move to a
enjoy their food and friends.

The students that received the free breakfast were in the two homer
that had the best attendance during the month of January. For a myrf
reasons, unscheduled absences have skyrocketed among high

those who buck the trend and arrive at school on time each day. Two
teachers who had perfect attendance in January won the raffle for a $!
card. :
Rita Smith, PER

Grant Coordinator
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Upcoming:ENentsiand\Rrojectsc(s

Ler'e Do Frioay NieutT DiINNeR AT Twe LoDGE

MARCH 1 MARCH 8 MARCH 22 MARCH 29

mm‘mm Friday Dinn NO DINNER - GOOD EATS AT BAR
‘riday Dinner -
AT THE BAR March 22ad

Something ‘ " ORI 07 AT
N e:v! ‘»‘ {/ Im(allaIiM 05 waﬂ Bunqwl
Shrimp | | & momogua

and fudi oy el ey

Friday Dinner
March Sth

< ‘% (e > :;\t .
N 1 Shelagh and Join us fora ]
& - Tommy Friday
¢ are in the kitchen () IMaxch 15th
; 6:30pm

Fish and Chips For a Te St. Pats Celebrartion Grits
Robert Coleslaw, Hush Puppies, Comed Beef and Cabbage with Salad, Cornbread L
Bordonaro. i bt o o Gt B and Dessert Y TS
R .s“"""y mghlfijh;’%o“gg’g‘d?ésﬁ,“g §15.00 DR T RO
Refreshments $0:50050 Seming 6:30 t0 8:30 VD SO SN COMED P O T T NS MO

708Smeals@gmail.com. $2000
odge Bulletin Board | s

Sign up by em

will be served.

meals@gmail.com. || 1) {1 176D CATOTS 6T NLLSESET: MK FOPEST COBREr

or on the Lodge Bulletin Board

e SORKHLCOH O 6 P The LOBGE ST B

PLEASE SIGN UP AT 708MEALS.COM OR ON THE LODGE BULLETIN BOARD TO ASSURE YOUR MEAL!
ONLY A FEW EXTRA MEALS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR WALK-INS.
DINNER SERVED FROM 6:30PM TO 8:30PM

QUEEN oF HEARTS

Donation by 6:45pm
Drawing at 7pm

BAR

Served Mondays 6pm to 7:30pm ' -
All Menus %$9.50 including tax Thursday Nights
Served 6pm to 7:30

March 4th - HOT DOG, WITH A SIDE &

A SWEET TREAT *March 7th -
March1tth - BEQ MEATLOAF SANDWICH, Spaghetti Dinner, w/Salad &
W/SIDE & A SWEET TREAT Bread $7
March 18th - ITALIAN MEATBALL *March 14th - Grill Night
SANDWICH W/SIDE & SWEET TREAT *March 21st - Grill Night
March 25th - PHILI CHEESESTEAK N ) )

Sides are subject to change depending upon availability.
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Past Events andProjec¢ts («

R SPECIAL [HANK_YOU
TO OUR

2024 GASPARILLA (CREW
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