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A Message

From your
Exalted Ruler,
Tracy iHorrell

Well, it looks like once again many of the membgis
of Tampa Lodge 708 have survived another Sfqte
Convention. Our Pirates Cove hospitality room whg
a big hit as usual!

Our new State President is Russell "Russ" Snji
from the Clermont Elks Lodge. He wa
instrumentalin growing the membership in his lodg
from 47 to currently 700 members. Membership
essential to him and is key to EIk's success.

Patriotism has characterized the Benevolent d
Protective Order of Elks of the United Statgs
of America since the early days of the organizatipp.
Allegiance to the flag of our country is a requirem th
of every member. The Grand Lodge of the Or

adopted mandatory observance of the occasion|p
every Lodge in 1911, and that requirement contirjyes
to this day.

Please join us for our Flag Day ceremony on JLJ‘ne
14th starting at 5:30 pm. You may also wish to join

for our regular dinner service after tloeremony.
Courtney Weil, PER, will prepare Baby Back Ribg
and all the fixinds fo
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evening while showing respect for our flag and dqur
country.

There are many events planned at the lodge
this mont h; The | mprovah|gl i
Sunday Dinner, Frank Palladini Roast, Trivia, Flgg
Day Ceremony, Fat her 0s |[|[Da
Club. Theredos somethi:lltg
come and have some fun? Plus the Down N y

band will be playing on Friday, June 21st come chick
them out and enjoy Coulgt
you won't be disappointed!

Hey Dads, thank you for the things you do for thg
family every day! Have a wonderful and bles$¢d
Father's Day and consider coming to the lodge fgr
the LOE Fatheros Day pillcn
others $8.00

All the Best, Tracy Horrell, PER
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Your 2024 -25 Committee Chairs_ .

708 Board of Directors - Chairman of the Board Laura Jones, Tracy Horrell, PER,
Edie Hanley, Wendy Hall, PER, April Holtzman, Paul DeLand, PER,
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Tristan Reiber, and Norman Benzing

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, (norrkim@rtcol.com)

Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, (Odannyboy@aol.com)

Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, (ehanley73@outlook.com)

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants- Paul DeLand PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)

Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand, PER(dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - TBD

Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Vet er an o0 s Cl8is Ragusa (eagusachristopher@gmail.com)
Will & Bequests - Richard Florance, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

TARPL 708 SERVES BURGERS
AND MORE T OUR UNHOUSER VETS

In May, the Tampa Lodge Veterans Committee invited 15 Veterans from temporal._
¥ A yETERM
- A

housing at Salvation Army to join us at the Lodge on a Thursday night, as they H%5§F k-
indicated burgers and fries would be a special treat. That invite went out before W§
read the newsletter and saw the new Thursday meals. Shelagh Gombarcik, Pl §

Veterans, while Courtney Weil, PER and her crearried out their regularly e T
planned meals.

All 15- 14 Vets and their driver, Daniel Smith, were treated to mozzarella stick
an appetizer,a bacon cheeseburger with fries entade macadamia nut cookies fgg#
dessert. They also enjoyeda | | you can drinko coke
Two of our Lodge Veterands Committ
Smith, PERvorked as servers for the Veterans.

The meal was paid for with funds r
events and member donations.
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ELKS NATIONAL
CONVENTION 2024

Austin, TX
JUNE SO0TH TO JULY SRD

Save ti me and -megegygt ebryi ngr ef or Lohdge yCoanr
Remembewegps&cl] @at9i€d 2 6/ 2 0¥Ddun oWwiel lab | er etgoi sptreer

dat e. Begipgteer i pgayand pNnées awee $yDOo@FO0O0f st hh ¢

egistration fee of $60. 00. Priol tgawidedg
| k s-Noartgi on al Convention.

oOw proiuntt oa osfc htehdeuleevent s you're plannin
I not guarantee you a seat at an event,

r
E
Res
checking tickets at the door, your resery
al |
wi |

You can find discount s, housi ng, eVgpe Na

Y Bsr
qf

li |

ervations for events this year are recqinn

bl

Convention in the search bar and scan down |t

MAY: ELK RECOGNITIONSI () \ &

Cnk zW A]J]C sztA]. . °]Cn Y] Yz

Elk of the Month...Shelagh GombarcRER... has taken on many roles, includi
ER. This year she is ouryBar Trustee and Bar manager. Not to mention o,
constant support to all things Lodge related. Plus she is working on a plan to] &
keep our liqguorcosts down and make sure you enjoy delicidtisks at the bar.
This is where her experienstines! Please give her a big stauit

zWW_8CY zW A]C sztA], , 6, Uct=Y 1§
Officer of the Month....Wendy Hall, PER...she is always willing to help and

rentals. Our hall will be busy! | appreciate her ability to help arrange these eV .
and | know that from start to finish the clients will be taken care of. Please helg g
congratulate her on a job well dane

dznAt ACC]T zw A]J]C sztA]. .  tCn°z

Volunteer of the Month... Nelson Grahn, he is always willing to lend a help
hand to tear something down, fix things around the lodge, and finds the timé
keep our breezeway looking beautiful! On Monday you will find him helping w
bar bingo. He is a real getter and there is no dull moment around him! Plea
extend a huge thank you to him!



https://www.elks.org/convention/events/myevents.cfm
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Supporting Reports

SIWE (bW by dhAbiploin:Ceshldofushe: X0 e k h

"Fear is a result of overestimating your cirgumstances and underestimating yourself."
- Johnny Crowder- Your problem may be big, but it ain't bigger than you.

deies of }I‘e ElkS: Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerbPresident
The Ladies had a fabulous May. We started our month with ( Shelagombarci#gRrLPVicdreside
always fun Kentucky Derby Horse Race and finished it up W April HoltzmeBecretary

our eversuccessful LOE Walk A Thon benefiting Children [ aura Jon8seasurer

Therapy Services. Suzanne MaerreChaplain

-

This month wildl be just as exciti n| RuthLevParliameritm 51.

Day and cel ebrate at LOEG6s annual e —
others are $8. See our flyer on the LOE board and please sign up to let us know you are coming.
Looking ahead, our Ladies are firing up the stove to bring you our annual Low Country Boil on July 19th. This i$
a fun night at the lodge. More seafood than you can shake a stick at. Tickets go on s3leS@elyny LOE officer gr
your bartender to purchase your ticket.

OAnxi ety in a mands heart weighs him down, |[bu:

If you have a gently worn jean jacket, jean shirt, or jean vest that you are no longer using, consider donating|if to
Ladies. We are working on a project for the Lodgelds

leave your donation in a bag and hang it on the Ladies closet handle.
The Ladies are happy to report that we are continuing to fund the upkeep of our breezeway. Recently, Nelsoh

Ja

and Jessica did a bit of pressure washing and laid rocks in the plant bed along with some new plants. We also|done

the cost of the hotel room for Kris Pierce, the singer at our state convention. These are but a few things that thee
have done over the last months. Some may wonder what exactly we do and where the funds we raise go; thos¢

Lac
unc

back to our lodge. Over the past few years we have donated to the kitchen, helped with the repair of our plumbing iss

and more. When you support the Ladies, you are supporting your lodge!

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP

President, Ladies of the Elks JUN E ‘Birll\dags _
Barbara Huffman 6/14 Jan Bertoch 6/19 Ruth Levin 6/30

F.L.O.E,
Greetings from the Florida Ladies of EIKks. o

We are happy to announce that the Smith Conference Center for the Ladies Weekend, held-2li2024, was a huge success. We had |p2

ladies from across the state. Many new friendships were made, and a great time was had by all in attendance.
The2Annual FLOE RV Rally o6Camping for the KidsdneReodfiting th

D

The weekend promises to be full of fun, food and f r i asted Visti |p|.

floridaelks.org for more information and to register. The RV Rally is open to everyone (not just Elks families). It snalyv@ekk wo n 6t
miss. We hope to see you at the Ocala North RV Resort.
The FLOE Angel Reverse Draw tickets benefiting the Florida Elks Childrens Therapy Services are now on sale. There tiikéts 30Q1 at a

donation of $20 each. We are pleased to say we have sold nearly 150 tickets as of the time of this article. We wviilkédsadbst for our
Annual Conference Raffle with three great priz€rize is a 2night hotel stay at Shores Resort and Spa in Daytona Shores with a $600 Viga

pift

car, 2% prize is a Northern Tool quiet generator with $150 Visa gift card &nutige is a Yeti 18 soft sided cooler/ adult beverage and a $10q \fisa

gift card. Tickets are 6 for $5. All proceeds benefit FECTS and FEYC. If you would like tickets, they will be availalfteEh Btate Convention
or please email us at floeinformation@gmail.com

Our next meeting will be at the FSEA State Convention on Saturday morning 5/25/2024. Election of Officers for the 2@24i20@%H¢ held
at this meeting. Stop by our hospitality room and sea¢lookirtdifobward W
to seeing everyone.

We also have some exciting news to share. On Monday July 1, 2024, at 12:30 pm during the Grand Lodge Convention instusténiéhbe
a workshop for all ladies of the Elks across the country to share ideas for fundraising and other activities from tkelthlisdgehe first time
anything like this has been offered and we are extremely proud that Florida will be the host of the workshop. Ladiesi lifogoin Austin,
please stop by the working.

Please checkttps:/floridaelks.org/floefor more information relating to FLOE email floeinformation@gmail.com with any questions pr
ideas. Together we can make a difference in the lives of children throughout Florida.

Just a remindeEVERY lady Elk, wife of an Elk and widow of an Elk are members of FLOE. There are no applications to complete norjd
pay. How active a lady chooses to be is at her discretion, but she remains a member.

We would |ike to say o0Thank Youd f d¢orsegngyou. conti nued support,

yes |

z



https://floridaelks.org/floe
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GrantiReportsiandymnfonmationtion

Wraps Up

On April 18' seven Tampa Elks were at Robinson for the final Club meetin
the 20232024 school year. There is no Club Day in May because of te{
This year, the testing starts even earfenid April, so we were unable to d{ p*
the requested final field trip in April. |

We served Pizza from Blackjacks again, with each student and voluL®

receiving two slices. When | offered for the students to come back for secg g

only 2 boys were still hungry We gave out certificates to our sponsor and our

questioned the students about their opinion of the Club. They all |nd|c
that if given the option they would join again next year. Some of their fav(®
things were being well fed they especially liked cheesesteaks Iuncheon '
the field trip to Florida Elks Youth Camp, They enjoyed the teambuilGey
exercises, and they liked that they had made new friends. We had time
couple of rounds of the Red Solo Cup games we did at the first meeting
brought the year full circle, and then we finished with two drawings for
cards.

| was happy to hear that making new friends was mentioned as a club acthd i
that is one of the goals of the Club. These are teens, and they want to ha{>

with their friends. If their friends are at schablhey will want to go to school.
That connection to the school is what keeps the student on the path to suc

We will have a new school sponsor next ydds. Mormon will recruit a new |
hire. We will also have a new project manager. This was my last ye
manager due to ongoing health issues. It was very rewarding , and | will ny
While there are a couple of the regular volunteers looking at it, they havg
daytime work schedules to consider. If you think this might be a good
would be glad to discuss the many pros and few cons with you, There arg
of experienced helpers.

Rita Smith, PER
Grant Manager
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Past Events -andFestivities ¢ s

Saturday, May % the Ladies hosted their annual Kentucky Derby Horse Race. Our%ﬁ

TO6& KentucKy) Derby|Nigh

to race and funny money to be won! It took many hands to get the”

horses to the gate. From Edie Hanley selling 50/50 to Laura Jone
and Crystal Johnson taking your money and your bets. Tomm)
Moore and Joe LoCicero in the kitchen (much to their dismay) and
Shelagh Gombarcik taking your food orders.

Coordinating our silent auction was Sue Moore. Let us not forget
spinning wheel of gift cards with our Vanna White of the LOE, R

Levin. A big shout out to our bartender Kristi. Your specialty dringe
were amazing! We had many stepping in to throw the dice, but ¢
dice thrower seemed to really enjoy himself, Frank Palladini.
rocked that dice throwing like a boss.

We are grateful for all who donated items for our silent and MvP-A
auction. Once again, our lodge showed up to support the Ladies and our chafity,
Childrens Therapy Services. Thank you, Jacquie LoCicero. PLP, President, Ladies of fhE El

o 1L.OE Welllcathen e«

Park
300 Inte B, c

On Saturday, May 18th the Ladies gathered at Ballast Point Park for their annual LOB-\Walkn to
benefit Childrens Therapy Services. Walking for the Ladies were Shelagh Gombarcik, April Holfzfnan
Rosann Garcia and myself. Greatly missed was our fearless leader, Sue Moore. We felt her cheiri gu
« as we made our way through the neighborhood. It was a wonderful Saturday morning to walk, chaf an
| raise funds for the children. Childrens Therapy Services is a wonderful part of our EIk community. [The
| serve children throughout Florida, providing physical, speech and occupational therapy at no cog o th
family in the comfort of the childds home.
As Elks, we fund 100% of this program. No insurance or government funds are accepted. This isfwhy «
Walk-A-Thon is so important to the Ladies. Every dollar raised from our M&allhon goes to Childreng
M Therapy Services, so that they may continue to serve over 600 children A WEEK throughout Otlr Stat
1 é Thank you to all who donated to the Walk-Thon. Your support is greatly appreciated. For memiyefs
,—J' who may want to contribute to our WalA-Thon and di dndt have the]lor
: f jump on the bandwagon. You can speak to any LOE board member or myself and donate to a vyohde!
| cause. No donation is too small.

T

-~ Jacquie LoCicero, PLP, President, Ladies of the Elks

Summer IMPROV SPECIAL

S
W, b9 -tm{a¢
5, [ ¢ ¢l 9a9z2 .
pmn !'5aL{{Lh
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Past Events andProjects (s
GOING...GOING... Herels o a

ity
Quaurier Aupcitiom

State Elks Convention fund. | have to say this was a biggie for me.
never done anything like this before, | had certainly attended them b

experience. Tampa Elks 708 is one big family, and like all familieg

together, the family did. My name was just listed first.

would also like to give my heartfelt thanks to the following people Patty and Mike Volpe, Laura
Georgia Hilficker, Kristina Hilficker, Dee Cisneros, PER, Debbie Brennan, Shelagh Gombarcik, PE
Hotzman, Jason Brown, Wendy Hall, PER, Doug Grant, Jacob Savard, Jeremy Elkins and Courtné
PER. Without this team of people this event would have never happened.

| hope to see everyone next week at the State Convention in Orlando. Kim VanWalker, Lodge Tiler

umwmm@.Em msn arm.n Rrb‘misn (S

On May 11, 2024, I had my firsl

but never put one together. The following is what | learned for this

First and foremost, | would like to thank everyone that donated and came out to support this e\{rt. I
0

;
e
|C

e

have our ups and downs, but we all come together for the good of the family or order. | did not ppt|this

€s,

pri
y|We

2023-2024 GOURMET CLUB

fHe »OR [[ET>ETé[9§i°BB » B f, U |
Flilci4y ¢anm
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UpcomingeEventsiand,Projecisc( s

TAMPA'ELKS 708
"~ COMEDY

Bul et Di nn-é&r206p
Program Starts

Reservations Regq
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UpcomingeEventsiand,Eestivities (¢

GEORGIA INVITES YOU TO

= =~ SUNDAY DINNER
g . AT THE LODGE

Serving at 5pm
Sunday, June 2nd
Wedge Salad,
Swedish Meatballs
with Pasta and a side
of Garlic Broccolini,
Yeast Rolls and
Chocolate Mousse

Alternative - Rotisserie Chicken
with all the same sides

$18.00

Please secure your meal by making your reservation and menu choice by Friday, May 31st
Email - 708meals@gmail.com or sign up on the Lodge bulletin board.
Proceeds to underwrite the 2025 New Year’s Eve Celebration.
Donations gratefully accepted.

BUT YOU’'RE HUNGRY?
we've GOT YOU COVERED!

NOW AVAILABLE FROM YOUR BARTENDER: JOin “s on

BASKET OF FRENCH FRIES

2 MINI €GG ROLLS $5 MONDAY Nlcnrs

CHICKEN BITES &

FRENCH FRY BASKET $5 FOR FUN, MONEY & GREAT FOOD!

FRIED MOZZARELLA CHEESE STICKS ........... $5

e Ll COME ENJOY THE DULCIT TONES
CHOICE OF CHEESE OR PEPPERONI ............ $5 OF YOUR MC DEE CISNEROS?

12” PI1ZZA - CHOICE OF
CHeese, PEPPERONI OR SUPREME

------------ . 6:30 PM
7 WINGS WITH BLEU CHeEESE .................. $9.50
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Upcoming-Eventsiand,Rrojecis: (s

Served Mundags 6pm to 7:30pm
All Menus %$8.50 including tax

June 3rd - French Dip Sandwich w/Fries or
Chef Salad, both come with a sweet treat.

(Please Note) Prime Rib French Dip $9.50
June 10th - Fried Chicken/Bacon & Swiss

Sandwich or Chicken Salad Croissant w/soup, both
with Sweet Treat

June 17th - Cuban Sandwich w/chips or
1905 Copy-cat Salad both with Sweet Treat

June 24th - Eggplant Parm Sub w/Fries or
Crispy Chicken Salad, both with Sweet Treat

Sides are subject to change depending upon availability.

QUEEN oF HEARTS

Donation by 6:45pm
Drawing at 7pm

Thursday Nights
Served 6pm to 7:30

COURTNEVY'S

SPAGHETTI e e
DINNER NIGHT...$7.50

*June 13th - Grill Night

*June 20th - Hot Roast Beef
Open Face Sandwich w/Mashed
Potatoes, or Hot Roast Pork
Sandwich w/Stuffing $8.50

* June 27th - Grill Night

*June 6th -




