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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Wendy Hall 

 Happy New Year! Hope your Holidays were filled 
with enjoyment. 

Have you felt it? I have! 

Throughout the last two or three months a number 
of long-term and newer members have joined forces 
in several events for the Lodge. They have completed 
money making events for the Lodge and others for 
our primary charitable groups, youth and veterans. 
All-in-all the feeling for me is of a Lodge that is 
together and getting the job done as Elks. I am proud 
to be your Exalted Ruler! 

Looking forward as we enter the final quarter of our 
year…. 

While this is written prior to New Years I am sure 
the New Years event, planned and conducted by 
Georgia Hilficker was a huge success. Georgia spent 
most of 2023 planning and preparing for this 
important Lodge event. 

We will be hosting Gasparilla January 27th. It is all 
hands on deck as we bring 200 or more visitors to 
our day-long celebration of the Gasparilla Boat 
Invasion. We usually need 50 people to handle the 
event. Mark your calendar now and look for 
volunteer signup sheets on the bulletin board. 

Next month is February….the month when we both 
nominate and elect our leaders for the ensuing year. 
A time for each of you to consider what part you 
might like to play in keeping our Tampa Lodge #708 
moving forward and growing. We have enjoyed 
three consecutive years of growth during which the 
Lodge has grown from 302 members to approaching 
well over 400 current members. I see a number of 
capable newer members who can be a help in our 
growth. Consider it. 

Support your Lodge. Come in, have a meal, or a cool 
drink. I’ll see you there. 

Wendy Hall, Exalted Ruler 
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Your  2023-24  Committee Chairs 
Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing, Chairman (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Joe LoCicero, Chairman 

Jose Remon, Co-Chair (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Will & Bequests  - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...EDIE HANLEY 

ELK OF THE MONTH…JACKIE JACOBS 
We hit the jackpot with this newer member. As Youth Activities 
Chairperson, she has led Back to School Party, Casino Night and 
Children’s Christmas Party with much success. These activities 
benefitted children and families in need. Our Lodge is proud to salute 
Jackie as this month’s Elk of The Month! Tell her thank you when 
you see her. 

This year’s Esteemed Loyal Knight and the VAVS Chairman for James 
Haley Hospital is Edie Hanley. She also serves as our Drug Awareness 
Chairperson. She and her daughter Crystal Johnson recently dropped 
off more than 400 crossword puzzle books to James Haley Hospital 
for our veterans. She is always willing to lend a hand and is this 
month’s Officer of The Month. Please thank her when you see her at 
the Lodge. 

Casey Stangel 
Sponsored by 

Rick Schneider, PER 

Chris Roberts 
Sponsored by 
Mike Weathers 

Christine Jones 
Sponsored by 
Jackie Jacobs 

Jason Knost 
Sponsored by 
Mike Weathers 

Kevin Siuda 
Sponsored by 
David Riplogel 

Michael Torres 
Sponsored by 
Mike Weathers 

Rachel Rousselle 
Sponsored by 

Paula Rousselle 

Theresa Silveus 
Sponsored by 
Dee Wilson 
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I want to thank everyone that came out in support of 
our Holiday Bazaar.  This was one of our most 
successful years and that’s all due to  your generous 
spending!  I’d also like to thank the Ladies that 

worked so hard to make this year such a success.  Shelagh Gombarcik, 
PER, Laura Jones, and Suzanne Moore, PLP for helping in all phases of 
the event and in manning the tables.  April Holtzman and Ruth Levin for donating the baked goods. As well 
as everyone that donated their crafts and special items to the sale. 
 

Gasparilla is upon us and the Ladies are working hard to put together a great Pop Up Shop, so please stop by 
and partake of our wonderful array of pirated goods and more.  This looks like a amazing Gasparilla year and 
we are all excited to be part of it. 

We will be reviewing our By Laws in February.  On the 
agenda this year is the changing of our membership fees from $15 per year to $20 per year.  Please pay 
attention to our notices for the exact date and time. 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

1/3  Robert Bordonro  -  1/11  Raymond Hoffman 

Sam Washington Goes to Washington DC 
Each year the Florida State Association’s Historical Program sends our veteran members to 
Washington D.C. to be part of the Parade of Heros, an annual event held on Memorial Day.  This year 
we sent our distinguished member, Sam Washington. Here’s what he had to say about his 
experience. 
 

Thanks Sam, for representing Tampa Elks so well.  We are proud to call you 
one of ours! 
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   Grant Reports 

On November 13th and December 11th, we had Club Chivalry 
Meetings. We have a large Club this year, and they are all in 
either the 11th or 9th grade. This was done on purpose, as the Asst 
Principle of Administration, Ms. Morman, hand selected the 
students. Because of the 2-year gap in their ages, we spent the 
November meeting on more team building. We did various 
exercises using 24 piece puzzles that are sold for children 5 and 
up. By the December Meeting, we were ready to have a guest 
speaker talk about his career. We served them pizza as a  
Christmas treat and a “sit down and shut up” incentive. Senior 
Master Sargent Sam Washington, retired, did a good job of 
holding the student’s attention while he talked about his career in 
the Air Force.  The  Selective Service system was discussed, and 
the fact that Sam Washington had been  headed for a 
professional basketball career but was worried about being 
drafted into the Army. After hearing about the benefits of a 20-
year career, he signed up for the Air Force. By the time he retired, 
he had three daughters and had a home in south Tampa.   
Following his retirement, Sam served another whole career as a 
Police Officer, mainly  working at the airport.  The students were 
remarkably attentive, asked some good questions, and overall, it 
was a good and informative meeting.  
Sam Washington is a Tampa Elk and a 2023 participant in the 
Florida State Elks Associations’ Historical Parade of Heros event.  
Rita Smith 

Club Chivalry 
Report 
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Important Information 

Most Valuable Student 

Scholarships Judging 
The first level of the scholarship  judging has been competed here at Tampa 
Elks Lodge #708. We received 27 applications this year, way down from the 
50 we had 2 years ago.  When looking for reasons for that huge drop, it’s 

hard not to blame the pandemic. This year’s seniors started their high school career in the fall of 2019. 
Schools shut down in the spring of 2020. Those kids did not have a normal high school experience, and they 
may never fully recover from that. The drop was not for lack of advertising or awareness that the grant was 
available. Those 27 we did receive were from all over the Tampa Bay Area.  
Rick Schneider, PER, Lynn Szeliga, and I served as Tampa 708’s judges. It took just over two weeks for all 
judges to get each of the 27  entries  reviewed and graded.  The composite score from the three judges 
becomes the final grade.  
We will be sending the applications from the top 3 males and the top 3 females to the District Judges for 
their decision. At district  level they will have 48 scholarships to judge – 6. from each of the 8 lodges in the 
Wonderful West Central District. 
In the male division our first choice is Benjamin Avriett, who attends Plant H.S and plans to study 
performing arts. Second is Chase Hartman, from Sickles H.S., and Third is Logan Virgil, an IB student from 
Robinson H. S.   
In the female division Susmita Gudia from King H. S.  took first place. She plans a career in Health Care. 
Second was Ishitha Panguluri, from Freedom H.S. and in third place is Kaylienne Brandis, who lives in 
Tampa now but is finishing her senior year at Dunedin H. S. We wish all these amazing high school 
students the best of luck as their applications proceeds through the process! 
Rita Smith, PER 
Tampa 708 Scholarship Chair 

 

 

John and his wife Flo spent thousands of hours at the Lodge over the years, doing 
much more than I can  
 

John was the Youth Camp Chairman for several years prior to applications going on 
line. He was also a member of the Drug Awareness Committee, The Youth Committee, 
and one of the first men to join the LOE, where John helped with numerous Easter 
Parties. 

 

I think John and Flo manned every Chinese auction table and convention sales table for ten years or so 
around the millennium. John went through the chairs and became the Exalted Ruler in 2009, where he 
had a successful year.  Following his year as ER, John became the Chair of the Tampa Past Exalted Rulers 
Association, a position he held until he moved out of South Tampa. 

spend much time at Tampa Lodge #708, but he has maintained his membership and is deserving of the 

 

John is over 65, and has been a member for 28 years.  
Sincerely,  Rita Smith, PER 
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Past Events and Projects 

With twinkles in their eyes and smiles on their faces, children from all over Tampa 
Bay strolled into the Tampa Elks Lodge #708 on Saturday, December 16th.  We 
hosted over 100 children and their families for our annual Youth Committee 
Children’s Christmas Party.  The families were greeted with smiles by members 
and volunteers. As they found their seats, they were overjoyed to see tables filled 
with coloring pages and games.  They waited patiently for Santa (Paul DeLand, 
PER) and his Pirate friend (Stephen Willis) to arrive.  Once Santa said a jolly “HO-
HO-Hello” to the children, they all took turns sharing their Christmas wishes. 
They were most excited to get a picture with Santa - thanks to Kim VanWalker! 
While they waited for their turn to see Santa, they were able to participate in other crafts and games. Some of these 
included: decorating cookies (donated by Sandy and Carl Jacobs), decorating ornaments, making reindeer food, and a 
fun snowball toss.   
 

While the kids were participating in the fun activities, the parents were able to shop for toys in our Antler Room.  This 
would not have been possible without our “Elks Elves” that picked up the Walgreens Toy drive toys, our members who 
donated toys, and our members who contributed money to the committee. We are so thankful and want to express a 
huge “thank you” to everyone! More specifically, we are especially appreciative to a generous anonymous donor, Paula 
Rouselle, Jack Johnson, Sam Washington, and Sharon Dobson.  
   
At the end of a fun few hours of shopping, games, and crafts, the families enjoyed a spaghetti dinner. A huge thanks to 
our chefs who were hard at work in the kitchen – Dee Cisneros, PER, Shelagh Gombarcik and April Holtzman. Once 
the kids had full bellies, it was time to say good-bye. After a spectacular day of fun and reindeer games, the children 
grabbed their Christmas goodie bags on the way out and waved a “see you soon” to Santa! 
 

We are continuously overwhelmed at the support our committee gets for our Youth – we had 49 volunteers who 
showed up ready to help. Thank you to everyone that came to lend a hand, whether it was decorating before the party 
or assisting during the party - you are greatly appreciated!  
 

The youth committee can’t wait for our next big activity with the Children of Tampa Bay. 
Thanks again and Happy Holidays!    Jackie Jacobs, Children’s Activity Chairman 
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    Past Events and Projects 

Each year our Lodge holds a much loved ER Christmas Party that is 
always well attended...and this year was no exception.  There is 
always dinner and this year the Lodge provided herbed port roast 
created by Georgia Hilficker with delicious side dishes and desserts 
brought in by our members and enjoyed by all.  Enjoy we did! 
 

Norm Benzing, one of our Trustees, acted as MC for the annual 
White Elephant gift exchange and did an excellent job of it. There 
were wonderful gifts, funny gifts and some just down right hilarious 
gifts.  Many were so popular they made the rounds several times 
before finding a permanent home. 
 

The Christmas spirit was evident everywhere you looked and I feel 
safe in saying everyone enjoyed the festivities and the fellowship. 
 

I’d like to thank the folks that helped make this year’s event such a 
success.  Norm Benzing for taking the Mic, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 
and April Holtzman for help setting up and breaking down, Georgia 
Hilficker for preparing the main course and everyone else that 
stepped up to help. 
 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season...and Welcome to 2024 

Wendy Hall, ER 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Join Jason & Crystal 
The 2nd Tuesday of the 

Month at 7pm 
for a rousing game of 

Jan 9th 
Prizes to winners 

No cell phone  
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Lodge Business and Projects 



   

• 3rd - LOE General Meeting - 7:00 - Dinner 6:15 
• 8th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30 
• 9th - BOD Meeting - 6:30 
• 10th - Membership Meeting - 6:00 
• 10th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
• 16th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
• ?th - New Member Orientation/Installation 6:30 
• 24th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

                                   

 
• Dee Cisneros for making sure that we have food to eat on Wednesday nights before our Lodge 

Meetings and before initiations. 

• Norm Benzing for hosting Karaoke and emceeing the white elephant gift exchange at this year’s 
ER Christmas Party. 

• Crystal Johnson and Jason Brown for putting on Trivia every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

• Paul DeLand, PER for putting together the pirate invasions that went out to several lodges as well 
as Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, April Holtzman, Stephen Willis, Rodney Kayton, Norm Benzing, Tracy 
Horrell and Debbie Brennan for dressing as pirates for the occasion. 

• Georgia Hilficker for preparing the delicious herbed pork roast served at the Christmas party. 

• A special thanks to Rita Smith, PER for her exemplary job of procuring grants that help our Lodge 
and our community.  She recently applied for, and received the Gratitude Grant. 

  

Big thank you to Jimmy Dreby for stepping in at the last minute to grill steaks on December 15th.  
Don’t know what we would have done without him 
 

Please welcome our new server, Jackie Brown, Jason Brown’s daughter.  She will be helping out on Fri-
day nights occasionally. 
 

If you have anything in the back room you do not want to be discarded please remove it immediately.  
It is imperative that we keep the hall clean and clear of debris for our hall rentals.  Remember, this is 
our living room to those who rent the hall. 
 

We are currently looking for volunteer bartenders for Tuesday nights.  If you are interested please con-
tact Paul DeLand at 813-376-5401 
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JANUARY 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

’

Bucs vs Panthers 
TBD Tailgate Food 
Pls bring Pot Luck Dish 

At 7pm 
with Jason & Crystal  

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

    JANUARY 
       Birthday Party 

Karaoke, Potluck Dinner, 
and Cake 

Bring a Covered Dish 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 


