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A Message
From your sl
ExaltedRuler, "7~ &
Wendy Hall /

Happy New Year! Hope your Holidays were fill¢d

with enjoyment.
Have you felt it? | have!

Throughout the last two or three months a numbg
of longterm and newer members have joined forgs
in several events for the Lodge. They have complg
money making events for the Lodge and others|fl

our primary charitable groups, youth and veterafg.

All-in-all the feeling for me is of a Lodge that
together and getting the job done as Elks. | am prqu
to be your Exalted Ruler!

Looking forward as we enter the final quarter of o

year é.

While this is written prior to New Years | am sur
the New Years event, planned and conducted

1%

ol

most of 2023 planning and preparing for t
important Lodge event.

We will be hosting Gasparilla January"27t is all

Georgia Hilficker was a huge success. Georgia s}qnt

hands on deck as we bring 200 or more visitors| fo

our daylong celebration of the Gasparilla Bo
Invasion. We usually need 50 people to handle

==

event. Mark your calendar now and look f@q

volunteer signup sheets on the bulletin board.

Next month is February}l.

1
11

pled

y

Y

e

nominate and elect our leaders for the ensuing yg
A time for each of you to consider what part y
might like to play in keeping our Tampa Lodge #7|
moving forward and growing. We have enjoy
three consecutive years of growth during which t
Lodge has grown from 302 members to approacH|i
well over 400 current members. | see a numbe

i\

g

capable newer members who can be a help in jgur

growth. Consider it.

Support your Lodge. Come in, have a meal, or a
dri nk. |l 61l see you theg

Wendy Hall, Exalted Ruler

DOl
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Your 2023 -24 Committee Chairs. .

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, Chairman (norkam@rtcol.com)
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com)f
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com)
ENF Fundraising- Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
Vet er an 0 s Jog koCicarog @hairman

Jose Remon, CGhair (joseremon@gmail.com)
Will & Bequests - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

&

IF YOU arenT recelving eMaiL BLasTS FroM YOur LODEE

HOW Can Y0U Knowt

IN case You wWErenT aware, our LOD8E SENDS OUT @ WEEKLY LINEUP OF €VENTS
AND €MaIL BLASTS aBOUT UP COMINg SPECIaL PrograMs and FUNCTIONS
AS WELL @S THIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER In coLor
TO 8ET ON THIS LIST JUST €MaiL
tampa708secretary@outlook.com
YOU CAN ALSO KEEP UP ON FACEBOOK AT Tampa Elks Lodge 708
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Welcome:Qun Newest EIK.Members:crs

¢ CEAUED ¢
Izje CAE

Cnk zW A]C szjtABk _C |j 8z6°}
We hit the jackpot with this newer member. As Youth Activities
Chairperson, she has led Back to School Party, Casino Night and
Chil drenos Chri st mas Party wi t
benefitted children and families in need. Our Lodge is proud to salute
Jackie as this monthos EIl k of §
you see her.

zWW_8CY zW A]J]C €zt £]]. .tYnC

This yeards Esteemed Loyal Kni g
Haley Hospital is Edie Hanley. She also serves as our Drug Awarene| |
Chairperson. She and her daughter Crystal Johnson recently dropped
off more than 400 crossword puzzle books to James Haley Hospital
for our veterans. She is always willing to lend a hand and is this
mont hés Of ficer of The Mont h. :
the Lodge.
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Supporting Reports

Lﬁdies 0f :Ijl\e Elks: ' Execu}ive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident

. ShelaghombarchgRLPVicéreside
| want to thank everyone that came out in support April HoltzmaBecretary

our Holiday Bazaar. This was one of our m{ | ;. a Jonaseasurer

=

—F
—

spending! | 6d al so | i| Tracy Horreltre-Parliameritm
worked so hard to make this year such a success. Shelagh Gom
PER, Laura Jones, and Suzanne Moore, PLP for helping in all phases of

as everyone that donated their crafts and special items to the sale.

Gasparilla is upon us and the Ladies are working hard to put together a great Pop Up Shop, so please
and partake of our wonderful array of pirated goods and more. This looks like a amazing Gasparilla ye
we are all excited to be part of it.

Attention all Ladies of the Elks members: We will be reviewing our By Laws in February. On the
agenda this year is the changing of our membership fees from $15 per year to $20 per year. Please
attention to our notices for the exact date and time.

January Birthdays
1/3 Robert Bordonre 1/11 Raymond Hoffman

Sam Washlngton Goes to Washmgk

experience.

When | got back from the 3 day trip to D.C. a lot of people at the Elks were asking me “How did you like it?” At
the time, it was hard to explain. Now, | have had the time to think about it, | now know why it was called.
“Parade of Heros”, Because every stop we made, was a “parade”, and we were the only “float”.

People cheered along the way; we were escorted by “Honor Guards’ at every stop. The honor guard consisted of
law enforcement personnel; some were JR ROTC, and there was a lot of cheering by passengers at the airports.
We sang patriotic songs as we were being escorted. | don’t know if the singing was planned, but it was
suggested by Rudy. Apparently he heard me tell another Vet that the experience |
felt reminded me of a Frank Sinatra song “The House | Live In” (also known as “That is
America to Me”).

Rudy then asked if | would sing the song and | told him that | didn’t know all the words,
so he pulled the words up on his phone. Then | said yes I'd sing the Sinatra song.
After agreeing to sing.Rudy or someone else nearby suggested that we all sing “God |
bless America” and other patriotic songs. Anyone could start of f and we all joined in.
It was Amazing!

Thanks Sam, for representing Tampa Elks so well. We are proud to cal
one of ourk

successful years and tH suzanne MoereChaplain t |a

the event and in manning the tables. April Holtzman and Ruth Levin for donating the baked goods. Aq we

5to]
Ar ¢
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Each year t he orida State Associati onods
Washington D.C. to be part of the Parade of Heros, an annual event held on Memorial Day. Thigye
we sent our di stinguished me mber , Sam Was$
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Club Chivalry
Report
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Importantinfarmation.ion

Most Valuable Student
Scholarships Judging

becomes the final grade.

We will be sending the applications from the top 3 males and the top 3 females to the District Judge
their decision. At district level they will have 48 scholarships to jui§efrom each of the 8 lodges in thg
Wonderful West Central District.

performing arts. Second is Chase Hartman, from Sickles H.S., and Third is Logan Virgil, an IB stude
Robinson H. S.

In the female division Susmita Gudia from King H. S. took first place. She plans a career in Health|
Second was Ishitha Panguluri, from Freedom H.S. and in third place is Kaylienne Brandis, who li
Tampa now but is finishing her senior year at Dunedin H. S. We wish all these amazing high s
students the best of luck as their applications proceeds through the process!

Rita Smith, PER

Tampa 708 Scholarship Chair

JOHN WAYNE, PER
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL

Johnand his wife Flo spentthousands ofhours at the Lodgeoverthe years,doing
muchmorethan | canremember.

Johnwasthe Youth CampChairmanfor severalearsprior to applicationsgoingon
line.He was also member of the Drugwareness Committee, Theuth Committee,
andoneof the first men to join the LOE, where John helped with numerous Eastg
Parties.

| think John and Flo manned every Chinasetion table and convention sales tafie tenyears orso
around themillennium. John wentthrough the chairs and became tHexalted Ruler in 2009, whellge
had a successful year. FollowhigyearasER,Johnbecamehe Chairof the Tampa PasExalted Rulers
Associationaposition he held until he moved owof South Tampa.

Following the death of his wife, and with mounting health problems himself, John has not been able to
spend much timat Tampa Lodget708,but hehas maintained his membership aisddeserving othe
Honor and the perks that come with it.

John isover 65andhasbeenamember for28years.
Sincerely,Rita Smith,PER

=

k' The first level of the scholarship judging has been competed here at Ta“\1

In the male division our first choice is Benjamin Avriett, who attends Plant H.S and plans to Sr“‘dy

pa

7 Elks Lodge #708. We received 27 applications this year, way down from fhe

50 we had 2 years ago. When | odlk

hard not to blame the pandemic. This yeards b e

Schools shut down in the spring of 2020. Those kids did not have a normal high school experience, arrni tr

may never fully recover from that. The drop was not for lack of advertising or awareness that the grar§ we
available. Those 27 we did receive were from all over the Tampa Bay Area.

Rick Schneider, PER, Lynn Szeliga, and | serv|ed

judges to get each of the 27 entries reviewed and graded. The composite score from the thregjjuc
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Past EventsandProjects:i s

Chittven's Ctistinas Panty.
Sk ekt N g

With twinkles in their eyes and smiles on their faces, children from all over Ta ,,
Bay strolled into the Tampa Elks Lodge #708 on Saturday, Decenfiberii® |
hosted over 100 children and their families for our annual Youth Comm

Chil drends Christmas Party. The f J 1] €
and volunteers. As they found their seats, they were overjoyed to see tables
with coloring pages and games. They waited patiently for Santa (Paul De
PER) and his Pirate friend (Stephe rn
HO-Hel |l o6 to the «chil dren, they all 5 h p

They were most excited to get a picture with Santhanks to Kim VanWalker!

While they waited for their turn to see Santa, they were able to participate in other crafts and games. Some {f fhe

included: decorating cookies (donated by Sandy and Carl Jacobs), decorating ornaments, making reindeer foqd,
fun snowball toss.

While the kids were participating in the fun activities, the parents were able to shop for toys in our Antler Room. | T|
would not have been possible without our OEIl ks EI {4
donated toys, and our members who contributed money to the committee. We are so thankful and want to exgre
huge oO0thank youé to everyone! More specifically,
Rouselle, Jack Johnson, Sam Washington, and Sharon Dobson.

our chefs who were hard at work in the kitch@rbee Cisneros, PER, Shelagh Gombarcik and April Holtzman. O
the kids had full bellies, it was time to say gdmae. After a spectacular day of fun and reindeer games, the chilgr
grabbed their Christmas goodie bags on the way out

We are continuously overwhelmed at the support our committee gets for our Yowih had 49 volunteers who
showed up ready to help. Thank you to everyone that came to lend a hand, whether it was decorating before tije
or assisting during the partyyou are greatly appreciated!

The youth committee can
Thanks again and Happ

At the end of a fun few hours of shopping, games, and crafts, the families enjoyed a spaghetti dinner. A huge agk:

t wai t f or our next [

0
y Holidays!
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Past Events andProjects: (s

2023 KR CHRISTOAS PARIY

Each year our Lodge holds a much loved ER Christmas Party thgj is

always well attended...and this year was no exception. Therg

always dinner and this year the Lodge provided herbed port ropkt
ks

created by Georgia Hilficker with delicious side dishes and dess¢
brought in by our members and enjoyed by all. Enjoy we did!

Norm Benzing, one of our Trustees, acted as MC for the anr
White Elephant gift exchange and did an excellent job of it. The

1
r
were wonderful gifts, funny gifts and some just down right hilarioys
N

gifts. Many were so popular they made the rounds several tir
before finding a permanent home.

The Christmas spirit was evident everywhere you looked and | fegl

safe in saying everyone enjoyed the festivities and the fellowship.

|l 8d | i ke to thank the fol ks t
success. Norm Benzing for taking the Mic, Shelagh Gombarcik,%:
i

and April Holtzman for help setting up and breaking down, Geor
Hilficker for preparing the main course and everyone else t
stepped up to help.

!

Hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season...and Welcome to 2Ppp4

is

al

11%
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It’s timne to
Parlty like a Pirate
wilh Tampa ElKks 703Y

Saturday, January 3A7Fth
BUSES WILL PICK UP FROM SELECTED LODGES AT 7AM
YOU WILL ENJOTY:

. ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST
. A BAGGED LUNCH ANDA GREAT VIEW OF THE BOAT
INVASION FROM THE DAVIS ISLAND WATERFRONT
. PIRATE BEADS
. GAMES, ACTIVITIES & PRIZES

. MULTIPLE TVS TO VIEW THE PARADE AS IT
MARCHES DOWN HISTORIC BAYSHORE BLVD.

. LIVE MUSIC
- ALLYOU CAN EAT DINNER & MORE
ALL THIS FOR $80.00 PERPERSON!
(BRING A LAWN CHAIR)

THIS YEAR WE WILL ALSO RAFFLE OFF AN
IONVAC SMARTCLEAN V2, SMART MAFPPING
ROBOT VACUUM WITH APP/REMOTE CONTROIL
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UpcomingeEventsiandiRProjecisc (s

QUEEN or HEARTS

Donation by 6:45pm
Drawing at 7pm

Thursday Nights
Served 6pm to 7:30

*Jan 4th -
Spaghetti Dinner, w/Salad &




