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Tampa lodge 708 Exalted Ruler & Offictrs
invite you to a New Member Mingle
To b held February 18h * from 4om to 6pm.
Pl 'ease 'come enjoy Speclja
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Beef, Chi ckien and Shri mp Skewer ,
and sausage with pasta i
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UNDER GONSTRUGION

EXCITING IMPROVEMENTS AHEAD
BN A A A A 2 A

LODGE CLOSED
February 6th-10th for
Sewer Line Replacement

Tampa Elks Lodge #708 will be closed February 6-10th during
replacement of the primary sewer line between the rear of our building
and Marlin Avenue. Our fund raising continues as we work to replace
the line which has deteriorated to the point of collapse. If the work is
done earlier the Lodge will reopen when completed. Check the web
calendar to confirm opening date!

THERE WILL BE NO QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING ON FEBRUARY 15TH

Supporting Reports
“LOE” BYLAW CHANGES TO BE VOTED ON FEBRUARY 4TH

Article V 6 Dues

Section A: The membership dues shall be $15.00 a year, payable by AprthelBues shall be prorated to $7.50 to anydne
becoming a new member after December 1.

Recommended changefhe membership dues shall be $20.00 a year, payable by April 1 The dues shall be prorated to 1p.0C
anyone becoming a new member after December 1.

Section B:A member delinquent on dues for 3 consecutive months, after April 15, shall be di8ppéte may be reinstated
any time she/he desires by paying a reinstatement fee of $2.00 plus the $15.00 dues.
Recommended changeA member is considered delinquent after May 15shall be dropped from the rolls. She/he may be
reinstated at anytime she/he desires by paying a reinstatement fee of $5.00 plus their dues of $20.00
Article VIII ¢ Elections

SectonC:-The newly el ected and appointed officerds i nsandsbdnf{ i
after the election. Officers shall assume their duties at the April business meeting.
Recommended ChangeSect i on C: The newly elected and appointed |Jof f

incoming President and soon after the election. Officers shall assume their duties at the April business meeting.

Article IX 9 Duties of Officers
Section A:The President shall preside at all meetings of the organization and Executive Board. The President shall pe O}m tl

usual duties of the office, appofhtcicoommmémber cbai abphl m
appoint the Chaplain and Parliamentaridrhe President shall be entitled to expenses including up to 2 nights room, registrati
and transportation to attend the Ladiesd Conferenceohe$
him at the conference and to report on them at the next meeting. In the event that two of the three eligible officeen{Pvésid
President, and Secretary) cannot attend, an alternate shall be appointed by the President with the approval of the Bo@dutiv

Proposed changeThe President shall be entitled to expenses including up to 2 nights room, registration and transportagop to

/

attend the Elks State (FL) Convention. 1|1 n the rrateeshal behl
appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Board. The President shall be entgldd t
expenses including up to 2 nights room, regi g44r

She/he shall be required to attend all LOE meetings and functions open to her/him at the conferencg hnd
report on them at the next meeting. In the event that two of the three eligible officers (Presideng Jic
President, and Secretary cannot attend, an alternate shall be appointed by the President with the apgrqval
the Executive Board.
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Supporting Reports

Ladies 0f :ljl\e Elks: ' Execu}ive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident
ShelaghombarchgRLPVicéreside
April Holtzm&Becretary

Laura Jon@seasurer

Suzanne MaraeeChaplain

Tracy HorreltRp- Parliameritam

=

Greetings from the Florida Ladies of Elks.

2024 is off to a great start with visits to the North District and North Central District in January. It was great meeting new
people and sharing all the great thing FLOE has planned to benefit the FSEA State Major Projects.

Ladies, join us at the February Quarterly Meeting at the Florida Elks Youth Camp and learn more about FLOE and all we do for
the FSEA Major Projects. Angel Program Reverse Draw tickets, benefiting FECTS, will be available for a donation of $20. Just a
reminder, only 300 tickets will be available so be sure to get your early.

April 12- 14, 2024 to attend the 34 Annual Ladies Weekend at the Florida Elks Youth Camp. A fun relaxing weekend for
all ladies to mingle and make new friends while enjoying the beauty and delicious food prepared by the camp chef. Visit the
FSEA website (floridaelks.org) to register.). It promises to be a fun time you don’t want to miss.

The 2" Annual FLOE RV Rally “Camping for the Kids” benefiting the Florida Elks Youth Camp will be May31-June 2, 2024,
More information will be coming soon so save the date and tell all your friends. The RV Rally is open to everyone (not just Elks
families). We hope to see you there.

Please check https://floridaelks.org/floe for more information relating to FLOE or email floeinformation@gmail.com with any
questions.

Just a reminder, EVERY lady Elk, wife of an Elk and widow of an Elk are members of FLOE. There are no applications to
complete nor dues to pay.

We would like to say “Thank You” for your continued support and look forward to seeing you.
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February Birthdays
Susie Harlow 2/9  Crystal Johnson 2/15
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W Most Valuable
scHOLARSHIP  SchalarshiplUpdate

The District Leveljudging for the Most Valuable Scholar contest endggl
on January 10th. There were 35 entries judged by 3 Elks from 3 different Lodges, and the aggregatp|sc
used to determine who moves up.have been forwarded the names of those who advanced to the Hate
Level.

Males and Females are judged separately. The number allowed per district is determined by the nufrbel
lodges in the district. The Wonderful West Central District has 8 Lodges, so we were allowed to forwfld ¢
males and 9 females. ENF notifies the applicants of their status after each round.

Males moving forward to State Judging are Rohil Agarn@arson Wilbur, Tyler Teixeira, Benjamin Aviett
Et han Koa, Noah Halll, Damien Clement e, Tanne
Benjamin Aviett, was advanced to State.

Females moving up are Caroline Geijafinski, Kayla Dudinsky, Zoey Vetter, Susmita Gudla, Lesq¢e
Hendri cks, Me g i Dok o, Faith CIlark, l shitha Paplg
Susmita and number 2 Female, Ishita Panguluri advanced to State Level Judging.

Rita Smith, PER
Tampa Scholarship Chair

ELK8 CARING AND SHARING IN QO0OR
VERY OWN COMMONITY

The Academy of the Holy Names Rowing team is a 501c 3 charit
must raise funds to exist. They practice at Julian Lane Riverfront Park
share the Park Boathouse on Hillsborough River with other local longk
rowing teamsThe longboats rowing up and down the river, early morn
during the summer and early evenings during the winter, are an iconicfpz
of the Downtown Tampa landscap€his team does community service
with us both at the Lodge dur.i
where we serve the homeless.

Thanks to the Gratitude Grant, on January 22idwas the Tampa
E | kiubnsto give.

Pictured in front holding the check are Wendy Hall, Exalted Ruler 3
Tampa Elk Paul Deland, PER and Chairman of the Board.

Behind them are about 40 members of the AHN rowing team that ar
to being on the river during cold and drizzly weather. However, tf
suddenly realized they were IN the river as that was too much weigh
the floating dock!

s||ba

2<)( l ook close at the girls ffeet
Rita Smith, PER, Gr ant Coordinat
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Elks National Foundation
“The Great Heart of Elkdome”

Fundraising Dinner
Georgia & Shelagh are in the kitchen

Friday, February 23rd from 6:30 to 8:30pm

Come enjoy
Simple Onion Soup
Main course
Smothered Pork Chops with Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Green Beans and Yeast Rolls
Finish with
Mountain Dew Apple Dumplings

$20.00
$10 of which is your donation to ENF
Please sign up for on 708meal@gmail.com or on the Lodge bulletin board.
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Grant/Reportsis

Wow: 8 What a field trip!

On January f1a t 8:30 in the morning 24
Chivalry, 3 Elks, and the Vice Principal of Administration climbed onto a b
new 2024 coach tour bus for a fulj
Elks member Robert Maloney, Jr they chose either atadlck apple or a
orange juice. Rita Smith, PER handed the students a bag with a banana
and 3 donuts an ink pen and a
were settled in and Ms. Morman, the VP, had the head count. The To
driver, Orlando, was soon on Interstate 75 and looking at Tampa in the

Club Chivalry ‘Report =

flr o

qqnt

mirror. About an hour i n, 12 yei
hoops chairman, collected the menus which were reviewed, and som
returned, for errors.

Our first stop was at a combination Circle K convenience store and Su
Sandwich stop. Patty Volpe ran the ordersithe rest of us stayed on the by
We were, at that point, still about 45 minutes away from our destinaéidne :
ropes course at the beautiful Florida State Elks Camp in Umatilla FL. Whelg:
double gates opened to admit the bus, the bus became very quiet as the s
absorbed their surroundings. Even the bus driver was impressed. We st@
and unloaded the bus outside of the enclosed pavilion, and had the st
make a trip through the restrooms to wash their hands. Then we entere
enclosed pavilion for our scheduled lunch. We were a few minutes early, by
air was crisp and coffee or hot chocolate provided was most welcome whj:
waited. »

Lunch was fantastic, | would never have made the choice of cheese
sandwiches for a group of high school kids, but they were well rece]
especially since all the veggies were added upon request. Waffle fries, a -
salad and a cup of ice cream rounded out the menu. We were allotted ar-

for lunch, but the students finished a little faster. Ms. Morman took a gri

down to the lake, while the Elks and Orlando filled the ice chest with drinks
the afternoon.

State COO Carl Seibert had thoughtfully arranged for a golf cart for our use,
we | oaded the students onto the b

,,,,,

ropes course. They were so excited when they saw it come into view!

The next few hours were filled with some serious team building. Ha
overcome fear and physical challenges they would not normally be expos
their selfconfidence grew. They also learned to trust students that they did
particularly know. And, watching, | saw some of the quieter students tak
leadership roles. We let them get high, safely, and when they came down
were changed!

We stopped and picked up our Subway sandwiches on the way home_""-

students went in and filled their own drinks. They were talking and laugh{=
before they ate, but the bus got very quiet after that. As we approache( =
school, Ms. Morman called o6tlf somebody near you is asle@please wake}:
them up! The January regular Club meeting is Club Photo day. | will let«$
know who made the yearbook next month.

Rita Smith, PER
Club Chivalry Project Manager
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2024 I’IEW YEARL‘B EVE

|l 6m very proud of how our New Yeardés EV
and since | was part of raising the mople
success. We | | | et me tell you, o0lt Too0

Due to the members that helped by contributing money for the food supporting the Su

dinners, and Rodney Kayton and Stephen Willis who put on a quarter auction

went to directly to Lodge operations account.

Those were just the financial helpers...we had a large group of physical assistance
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, and Laura Jones were with me every step of the way.

(N

Holtzman, Debbie Brennan, Ismeny Ramirez, Yannet Sabatt, Daniel Armentrout, my

Kim Benzing, who either served, set up, decorated, cooked or did all three.

| sincerely hope that everyone in attendance was glad they bought a ticket and enjoy
evening. I know the band 0Jazz Phool s
hope the food |Iived up to my hype and t
an entire page of pictures so those wh
will be sorry they missed it. Since | intend to put something together in the coming y
wi || need everyoneds support!!

0)

Much of the Lodge physical infrastructure and kitchen appliances are in need of hg
replacement. If you enjoy the use of the Lodge, and appreciate the support we provi
community, veterans, and children in need, this is an easy way to keep us moving f

You have to admit special events are a fun way to help our Lodge! Buy a ticket, bring &
volunteer to help. You wonodot be sorry.
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