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IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ 
WŀŎǉǳŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻΣ t[t 

IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ  
5ŀƴƛŜƭ !ǊƳŜƴǘǊƻǳǘΣ 5ŀǾŜ wƛǇƭƻƎƭŜΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ .ǊŜƴƴŀƴΣ 
Wŀǎƻƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ tŀǳƭ 5Ŝ[ŀƴŘ t9wΣ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜ 

 

YL¢/I9b a!b!D9w 
WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ όǇƧƭƻŎƛŎŜǊƻϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύ 
Iŀƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ ϧ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΥ  

5ŜōōƛŜ .ǊŜƴƴŀƴ όƴŀƴŀŘŜōōƛŜпϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳύ 
умо-нпр-спру  

 

 

9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŦƛŎƪŜǊ 

ƎŜƻǊƎƛŀƘƛƭŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀ ²Ŝō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ - ¢ŀƳǇŀŜƭƪǎΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ƭǳō IƻǳǊǎΥ  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 
 

[ƻŘƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ 
 

ǘŀƳǇŀтлуǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Wendy Hall 

 
9ΦwΦΩǎ w9aLb59wΥ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ-ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜ ǎŜǿŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ сǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ млǘƘΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪ Ǝƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŎƻƴŬǊƳ ŀ ǊŜƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƴƻǝŎŜ 
ōȅ aŀǊǘȅ vǳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƴƻǝŎŜ ōȅ wŜōŜŎŎŀ 
{ǳƭƭƛƴǎΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
[ƻŘƎŜ ȅŜŀǊ ό!ǇǊƛƭмǎǘύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛŜǊ ǝƳŜǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мпǘƘ   [ƻŘƎŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜ hŶŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ нлнп-нр [ƻŘƎŜ ¸ŜŀǊΦ !ƴȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎŜǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǾƻǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуǘƘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ L ǳǊƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ [ƻŘƎŜ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
[ƻŘƎŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ 
wǳƭŜǊΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ тлǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ оǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
Ŧǳƴ ǝƳŜΦ 

aŀǊŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇκ!ǿŀǊŘǎ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
aŀǊŎƘ фǘƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ  ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΦ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ 
ƻǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
ǿƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ олǘƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ hŶŎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 

IƻǇŜ ǘƻ  ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜΗ 
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zWW_8C¶ zW Á]C sztÁ]̟̟̟ Ŝşĩĸ ]ńĸŪƋĽéľ Ώ ÁşĩţŪéľ ¶čĩĀčş 

Cnk zW Á]C sztÁ]̣6ńľľĩč ŪƂńńć Ώ ºŮţĩč ]éşĸńƂ 
.ƻƴƴƛŜ !ǘǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎƛŜ IŀǊƭƻǿ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻ 
ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎŀƳƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬƴŀƴŎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǊǘǎ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ 
ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘǿƻ hŶŎŜǊǎΦ !ǇǊƛƭ IƻƭǘȊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ wŜƛōŜǊ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƴŜǿŜǊ 9ƭƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ 
ōƛƎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜΦ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ .ŀǎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ Ƨƻō 
ŀǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻŘƎŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΦ  
¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ [ƻŘƎŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ 
ȅŜŀǊ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ 

708 &

18 4 6 .
Please come enjoy Spectacular food from 

<¾ãÖËÖËĮä y¾äç±èã±Öç ËÖ §¹Øã >Ëçð 
Beef, Chicken and Shrimp Skewers, pizza, tortellini with chicken in a white sauce 

and sausage with pasta in a red sauce! 
Donated by new member and owner Jason Fernandez 

Plus handmade ice cream from èàçØîÖ ºã¾±Õ¾ãð 

Donated by our Renard and whitney maxwell 
 

PLUS Games, Trivia, & 50/50 
Questions text Shelagh Gombarcik PER at 813-837-4246 

 

February Elk Recognitions  
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Article V ð Dues 

   Section A:  The membership dues shall be $15.00 a year, payable by April 15.  The dues shall be prorated to $7.50 to anyone 
becoming a new member after December 1. 
 

Recommended change: The membership dues shall be $20.00 a year, payable by April 1 The dues shall be prorated to $10.00 to 
anyone becoming a new member after December 1. 

   Section B:  A member delinquent on dues for 3 consecutive months, after April 15, shall be dropped.  She/he may be reinstated at 
any time she/he desires by paying a reinstatement fee of $2.00 plus the $15.00 dues. 
Recommended change: A member is considered delinquent after May 15,  shall be dropped from the rolls. She/he may be 
reinstated at anytime she/he desires by paying a reinstatement fee of $5.00 plus their dues of $20.00 

Article VIII ð Elections 

   Section C:  The newly elected and appointed officerõs installation shall be held at the discretion of the outgoing President and soon 
after the election. Officers shall assume their duties at the April business meeting. 
Recommended Change: Section C: The newly elected and appointed officerõs installation shall be held at the discretion of the 
incoming President and soon after the election. Officers shall assume their duties at the April business meeting. 

Article IX ð Duties of Officers 
 Section A:  The President shall preside at all meetings of the organization and Executive Board. The President shall perform the 
usual duties of the office, appoint committee chairpersons, and serve as òex-officioó member on all committees. The president shall 
appoint the Chaplain and Parliamentarian. The President shall be entitled to expenses including up to 2 nights room, registration, 
and transportation to attend the Ladiesõ Conference. She/he shall be required to attend all LOE meetings and functions open to her/
him at the conference and to report on them at the next meeting. In the event that two of the three eligible officers (President, Vice 
President, and Secretary) cannot attend, an alternate shall be appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Board. 

Proposed change: The President shall be entitled to expenses including up to 2 nights room, registration and transportation to 
attend the Elks State (FL) Convention. In the event the President canõt attend Elks State Convention an alternate shall be 
appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Board. The President shall be entitled to 
expenses including up to 2 nights room, registration, and transportation to attend the Ladiesõ Conference. 
She/he shall be required to attend all LOE meetings and functions open to her/him at the conference and to 
report on them at the next meeting. In the event that two of the three eligible officers (President, Vice 
President, and Secretary cannot attend, an alternate shall be appointed by the President with the approval of 
the Executive Board. 
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Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

 

Susie Harlow 2/9     Crystal Johnson   2/15 

Å§7EÅÑН7§Å?   Å§Н 
sċŰƨċƖǃНΟЯНΝΦΠΤН-НsċŰƨċƖǃНΝΝЯНΞΜΞΠН 

ìĲНċƖĲНƚċĬНƣŸНŔŰŉŸƖůНǃŸƨНƣőċƣНŸŰĲНŸŉНŸƨƖНũŸŰŊНƣŔůĲНůĲůĤĲƖƚЯНÅŸĤĲƖƣН
7ŸƖĬċŰċƖŸНƓċƚƣНũċƚƣНůŸŰƣőЮННÅŸĤĲƖƣНƚĲƖƻĲĬНƣőĲНx§EЯНůƨũƣŔƓũĲНƣŔůĲƚЯН
ċƚНƣƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖНċŰĬНƓċƖũŔċůĲŰƣċƖŔċŰНċŰĬНƽċƚНċНĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬНůĲůĤĲƖЮ 

cĲНƽŔũũНĤĲНůŔƚƚĲĬЮННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННННН



   

   Most Valuable 
   Scholarship Update  

The District Level  judging for the Most Valuable Scholar contest ended 
on January 10th. There were 35 entries judged by 3 Elks from 3 different Lodges, and the aggregate score is 
used to determine who moves up.  I have been forwarded the names of those who advanced to the State 
Level.   

Males and Females are judged separately. The number allowed per district is determined by the number of 
lodges in the district. The Wonderful West Central District has 8 Lodges, so we were allowed to forward 9 
males and 9 females. ENF notifies the applicants of their status after each round.  

Males moving forward to State Judging are Rohil Agarwal,  Carson Wilbur, Tyler Teixeira, Benjamin Aviett, 
Ethan Koa, Noah Hall, Damien Clemente, Tanner Hallas, and Griffin Franzese. Tampa ôs number 1 Male, 
Benjamin Aviett, was advanced to State.  

Females moving up are Caroline Geiger-Kalinski, Kayla Dudinsky, Zoey Vetter, Susmita Gudla, Lesslee 
Hendricks, Megi Doko, Faith Clark, Ishitha Panguluri, and Raissa Ramirez. Tampaõs number 1 Female, Gudla 
Susmita and number 2 Female, Ishita Panguluri advanced to State Level Judging.   

Rita Smith, PER  
Tampa Scholarship Chair  

Grant Reports and Information  

 

The Academy of the Holy Names Rowing team is a 501c 3 charity that 
must raise funds to exist. They practice at Julian Lane Riverfront Park and 
share the Park Boathouse on Hillsborough River with other local longboat 
rowing teams  The longboats rowing up and down the river, early morning 
during the summer and early evenings during the winter, are an iconic part 
of the Downtown Tampa landscape. This  team does community service 
with us both at the Lodge during childrenõs parties and at Open Arms 
where we serve the homeless.  
 

Thanks to the Gratitude Grant, on January 22nd it was the Tampa 
Elkõs  turn to give.  
 

Pictured in front holding the check are Wendy Hall, Exalted Ruler and 
Tampa Elk Paul Deland, PER and Chairman of the Board.  

Behind them are about 40 members of the AHN rowing team that are used 
to being on the river during cold and drizzly weather. However, they  
suddenly realized they were IN the river as that was too much weight for 
the floating dock!  

      ( look close at the girls feet! ) 
 

Rita Smith,PER, Grant Coordinator  
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Grant Reports and Information  
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   Grant Reports  

Club Chivalry Report 
Wow ð What a field trip!  

On January 11th at  8:30 in the morning 24 students from Robinsonõs Club 
Chivalry, 3 Elks, and the Vice Principal of Administration climbed onto a brand 
new 2024 coach tour bus for a full dayõs adventure. As students passed 9 year 
Elks member Robert Maloney, Jr they chose either an ice-cold apple or an 
orange juice. Rita Smith, PER handed the students a bag with a banana , Danish 
and 3 donuts , an ink pen and a lunch menu.  It didnõt take long before the kids 
were settled in and Ms. Morman, the VP, had the head count.  The Tour bus 
driver, Orlando, was soon on Interstate 75 and looking at Tampa in the review 
mirror.  About an hour in, 12 year Elk member Patty Volpe, 708õs soccer and 
hoops chairman, collected the menus which were reviewed, and sometimes 
returned, for errors.  

Our first stop was at a combination Circle K convenience store and Subway 
Sandwich stop. Patty Volpe ran the orders in ð the rest of us stayed on the bus. 
We were, at that point, still about 45 minutes away from our destination ð the 
ropes course at the beautiful Florida State Elks Camp in Umatilla FL. When the 
double gates opened to admit the bus, the bus became very quiet as the students 
absorbed their surroundings. Even the bus driver was impressed. We stopped 
and unloaded the bus outside of the enclosed pavilion, and had the students 
make a trip through the restrooms to wash their hands. Then we entered the 
enclosed pavilion for our scheduled lunch. We were a few minutes early, but the 
air was crisp and coffee or hot chocolate provided  was most welcome while we 
waited.  

Lunch was fantastic, I would never have made the choice of cheesesteak 
sandwiches for a group of high school kids, but they were well received, 
especially since all the veggies were added upon request. Waffle fries, a  tossed 
salad and a cup of ice cream rounded out the menu. We were allotted an hour 
for lunch, but the students finished a little faster. Ms. Morman took a group 
down to the lake, while the Elks and Orlando filled the ice chest with drinks for 
the afternoon.  

State COO Carl Seibert had thoughtfully arranged for a golf cart for our use, but 
we loaded the students onto the bus for the òright around the corneró ride to the 
ropes course. They were so excited when they saw it come into view!  

The next few hours were filled with some serious team building. Having 
overcome fear and physical challenges they would not normally be exposed to, 
their self-confidence grew.  They also learned to trust students that they did not 
particularly know. And, watching, I saw some of the quieter students take on 
leadership roles. We let them get high, safely, and when they came down, they 
were changed!  

We stopped and picked up our Subway sandwiches on the way home. The 
students went in and filled their own drinks. They were talking and laughing 
before they ate, but the bus got very quiet after that. As we approached the 
school, Ms. Morman called out ð If somebody near you is asleep ð please wake 
them up!  The January regular Club meeting is Club Photo day. I will let you 
know who made the yearbook next month.  

Rita Smith, PER 
Club Chivalry Project Manager 
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Iõm very proud of how our New Yearõs Eve 2024 event went.  However, since it was my idea, 
and since I was part of raising the money to underwrite it, Iõm getting a lot of credit for itõs 
success.  Well let me tell you, òIt Took a Villageó.   

Due to the members that helped by contributing money for the food supporting the Sunday 
dinners, and Rodney Kayton and Stephen Willis who put on a quarter auction then 
contributed the funds to the event, as well as Chris Ragussa and Tom Knotts who put on the 
Oktoberfest, our evening was completely underwritten.  All the ticket sales, over $6,000, 
went to directly to Lodge operations account. 

Those were just the financial helpers...we had a large group of physical assistance as well.  
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, and Laura Jones were with me every step of the way.  April 
Holtzman, Debbie Brennan, Ismeny Ramirez, Yannet Sabatt, Daniel Armentrout, my family 
Donnielle and Albert Weil, Raegan, Ayden and Leah Weil, Christine Harris and Norm and 
Kim Benzing, who either served, set up, decorated, cooked or did all three. 

I sincerely hope that everyone in attendance was glad they bought a ticket and enjoyed the 
evening.  I know the band òJazz Phoolsó were fantastic, and the service was top notch.  I 
hope the food lived up to my hype and the storyline added to the overall event.  Iõm including 
an entire page of pictures so those who were not with us can see how it went, and Iõm hoping 
will be sorry they missed it. Since I intend to put something together in the coming year, I 
will need everyoneõs support!   

Much of the Lodge physical infrastructure and kitchen appliances are in need of help or 
replacement.  If you enjoy the use of the Lodge, and appreciate the support we provide our 
community, veterans, and children in need, this is an easy way to keep us moving forward. 
You have to admit special events are a fun way to help our Lodge!  Buy a ticket, bring a friend, 
volunteer to help.  You wonõt be sorry. 

Ű
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