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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Tracy Horrell 

The Christmas Season is upon us! I hope that each of 
you enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving Feast with 
family & friends! 
 

This year has been a rocky one for many of us, and 
some of us can't wait for a new year. But I choose to 
look at this year as a challenge. I believe we are 
making great strides in helping our community, 
veterans, and children despite the hurdles, and it has 
made us stronger as a team of Elks! 
 

I want to thank each of you for all your hard work in 
helping our lodge membership grow, making events 
successful, and cleaning up our lodge after the 
storms. Your great work does not go unnoticed and it 
is greatly appreciated!  
 

We have had several events recently that were huge 
successes, like casino night, which will help support 
the Children's Christmas Party, and a fundraiser 
smoked turkey breast and smoked pork to help our 
Veterans. And let's not forget the fun time at our 80s 
party, and Halloween party, which help benefit the 
lodge with its projects. More fun times to come! 
 

Please check out the flier in this edition telling you 
about our ER's Christmas Party on December 13th. 
All are invited to break bread with the ER with a 
complimentary dinner, white elephant exchange and 
music. Don't miss the fun!  And remember to get your 
tickets for our New Yearõs Eve Mardi Gras Extravaganza.  
This is shaping up to be the event of the season!  Very Excited! 
 

They say that friends are the family you choose. I'm 
so glad to be spending some time with my chosen 
family this Christmas season. 

I hope the magic of Christmas fills every corner of 
your heart and home with joy, now and always! I 
wish you love, joy, and peace today, tomorrow, and 
always. May your family have a holiday season that's 
full of wonderful surprises, treats, and nonstop 
laughter. Merry Christmas! 
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Your  2024 -25  Committee Chairs  
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 ELK RECOGNITIONS  
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He is not only a PER but is also known as Mr. Fix It around the lodge to many of us. He 
goes out of his way to help with TVs, sound systems, programming, fixing kitchen and 
bathroom items, and anything in between. He loves interacting with new members and 
guests to make them feel welcome and is always ready to promote our Lodge. Please let 
him know just how special he is! 

Debbie is our Esquire and she does a beautiful job at making new candidates feel 
welcomed, informed and ready to become members of our organization. She lends a hand 
whether it's in the kitchen, with events, or making up gift baskets to raffle off. She is a 
true asset to our lodge and I greatly appreciate all that she does! When you see her let her 
know how much she is appreciated! 

She is a go-getter! Every year she helps raise much-needed funds to help children in our 
community have a merry and bright Christmas by holding a Casino Night fundraiser! This 
year showed us her true grit to get this event off the ground after dealing with the 
devastating effects of Hurricane Helene and Milton to her own home but that was not going 
to stop this great gal! The fundraiser was a huge success and I appreciate her style and grace 
to make it happen! Please give her a big hug and thank her for a job well done! 
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The holiday Season is in full swing! The LOE Christmas 
Bazaar is Thursday, December 5th and Friday, December 6th 
from 6pm-8pm. Come out and enjoy a cocktail or two 

while browsing what the Ladies have curated for your holiday shopping 
pleasure. We have handmade items, baked goods, and Gasparilla goodies. 
Our Gasparilla game has been amped up this year. Stop by and see what 
the Ladies have to offer to accessorize your Gasparilla experience.  
If you are not able to make it to our bazaar, donõt worry. The Ladies will have their Gasparilla Market, in 
conjunction with our lodge, at our Gasparilla Event on January 25th.  
Hope to see you around the lodge soon! 
Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks 
 

Ed Lessard 12/4 - Carolyn Miller 12/22 - Shelagh Gombarcik 12/24  

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

:^WfbW_dÂi :ehd[h Xo ekh Y^WfbW_d& :hoijWb Ae^died4
òWhen we are no longer able to change a situation, we are challenged to change 
ourselves." - Viktor Frankl 
 

òYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.ó Psalm 119:105Ш 
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Grant Reports and Information  

Soccer Shoot Update  
On Saturday, November 9th, our West Central District held the District Soccer Shoot at Walter Fuller 
Soccer Fields in St. Pete.  
Congratulations to our Tampa Lodge #708 participants that are moving on to the Regional 
Competition held on December 14th at Florida Elks Youth Camp.  
¶ U8 Girls - Nora Muenzel - Tampa 
¶ U8 Boys - Starlyn Betances - Tampa  
¶ U14 Boys - Alexander Cross - Tampa 
¶ U14 Girls - Savannah Bell ð Tampa 

We look forward to cheering for them December 14th. Winners of this Regional competition will 
move to our State Soccer Shoot at a later date.  
Patty Volpe,  Soccer Shoot Chairperson 

November 2nd hosted 24 transitional veterans on an hour and a half river cruse through downtown Tampa, followed by 
a riverside lunch.   

The Tampa Fun Boat holds 35 people, and we booked the whole boat. Because the ownerõs wife is an Elk, we get a 
terrific price. We invited  a  total of 25 Veterans from the Salvation Army Red Center, New Beginnings of Tampa, and 
Liberty Manor for Veterans. We also invited 10 Elks active on the Veteran or Childrenõs committees to come along; 
their job was to sit with Vets at lunch and socialize with them. Rickõs on the River, a popular riverfront 
restaurant, was kind enough to let us leave from their docks. That prevented us having to pay downtown parking 
prices. Everybody was at the dock by 10:00 ð but then one Veteran declined to get on the boat so he and his driver had 
to leave. As the Grant writer, my job was to be on standby and manage the payments, so when that opening arose, I 
hopped on the boat.   

The Tampa Riverfront is still a work in progress, with the downtown side highly developed for several miles north of 
the cityõs center and the west side- not so much. The city center is usually defined as Kennedy Blvd., where the 
University of Tampaõs famous spires overlook the river. The city has recently announced that will change, so it was 
interesting to see what they have to work with. We also saw some signs of the recent hurricanes, such as a large 
sailboat that was in somebodyõs yard on Harbor Island. Towards the end of our trip, we handed out limited menus 
from which everyone was to choose their meal and then just hand to their server.  With that method, we eliminate the 
confusion of single payer at different tables and also keep closer to our budget.  

By the time we returned to the dock at Rickõs everybody was ready for some food. The Fish was the most popular 
menu item, whether fried filet or blackened sandwiches. This was a great way to give the Veterans a break from their 
normal weekend of doing mostly nothing as the program services are mostly weekdays. You could see them coming out 
of their shell during the day, and by the end of lunch we were pretty much friends. 

Rita Smith, Freedom Coordinator 
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Grant Reports and Information  

 As you may know, our Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans Committee serves both honorably 
discharged US military veteran members of Tampa Elks 708 as well as non-member veterans that 
are in transitional housing in local shelters.  

The Lodge Veterans Committee meets every month on the second Monday at 6:30pm,  is self-
funded, and operates on Elks National Foundation grants, charitable donations, and committee 
fundraisers.  This yearõs fundraiser was the sale of smoked turkey breasts and Boston Butts that 
were prepared in the lodge parking lot and picked up on Wednesday, November 27thé.just in 
time to enjoy at our Thanksgiving gatherings.  A huge THANK YOU to those who supported this 
fundraiser! 

Probably our most visible effort, your committee hosts veterans from four different Tampa Bay 
area shelters for dinners at the lodge.  Since February, we've hosted (and paid for) over 100 dinners 
for these unhoused veterans and shelter staff. 

For our annual Flag Day service on Friday, 
June 14th, we not only hosted veterans from 
Liberty Manor for dinner, but we also 
incorporated the veterans into our 
ceremony.  They proudly paraded numerous 
versions of Old Glory as our Exalted Ruler 
read this informative and inspirational 
ritual. 
Your Lodge Veterans Committee hosted veterans from the Salvation Army's Red Shield Center at 
the Florida Elks Day at the Rays event at Tropicana Field on August 18, 2024. 

As November is National Veteran and Military Family month, we felt that there was no better 
way to show our gratitude to those who served (or are still serving) than to host a meal for our 
lodge veterans and their guests.  We had over eighteen Tampa Elks 708 military veterans in 
attendance on Friday, November 8th for a meal planned and prepared (with Chef Courtneyõs help, 
of course) by your LVC.  The chicken wings, barbequed ribs, twice baked potatoes, smoky 
coleslaw, Cowboy beans, and banana pudding cake were enjoyed by all!  

Tampa Elks 708 lodge members Richard Jenkins and Rick Schneider, PER participated in the 
Florida Elks Parade of Heroes trip to Washington DC from November 8-10, 2024 ð an annual tribute 
to all veterans from WWII up to and including Gulf War veterans at the World War II, Korean 
War, and Vietnam War memorials.   Rickõs participation was funded by the Lodge Veterans 
Committee. 

On Saturday, November 16, your LVC sponsored participation by three of our members and two of 
their guests for the Florida Elks Elks on Ice event at Amalie Arena in downtown Tampa for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning vs. New Jersey Devil hockey game.  They enjoyed great lower bowls seats, 
and we were happy to recognize their service to our country by supporting their participation. 

I am much obliged to the Lodge Veterans Committee members who made this happen.  
FraternallyéééChris Ragusa  
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Past Events and Projects  

A rollicking group of Tampa Lodge members spent Saturday, November 9th 
enjoying a night with òElvisó.  In an unusual event in which our entertainer 
Keith òElvisó Coleman entertained with a musical repertoire, accompanied 
by a running history of how the musician arrived at different points in his 
life and even how he accidentally released some songs intended for other 
musicians of the time. 

The show was òsandwichedó in segments around a meal straight from 
Elvisõs often listed favorite foodsé.an appetizer of peanut butter and 
banana sandwiches; a main course of meatloaf, green beans and mashed 
potatoes; and, finished off with banana pudding. The music was 
accompanied by several dancers who took to the floor enjoying the long
-popular musical notes. All-in-all, a great night at Tampa #708. 

Paul DeLand, PER 
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This year's Casino Night was a resounding success, with Elks members and guests coming together to raise 
more than $3,000 for the Kids' Christmas Fund. The event, which featured an exciting array of casino 
games, generous prizes and lots of great food proved to be an unforgettable evening for everyone involved. 
Attendees had the chance to try their luck at various casino tables while enjoying food, drinks, and the 
camaraderie of friends and family. But it wasnõt just about the gamesñthere was plenty of excitement off 
the tables as well, with numerous fantastic prizes given away throughout the night. Among the coveted 
items up for grabs were two signed Tampa Bay Buccaneers jerseys, Lightning tickets, an iPad, and many 
other valuable prizes that added to the thrill of the event. 
The support from Elks members and the community was overwhelming, and the funds raised will help 
ensure a memorable holiday season for children in need. Thanks to everyone who participated, donated, and 
volunteered. The event not only brought joy and entertainment but will also make a significant impact on 
the lives of local kids. 
A heartfelt thank you goes out to all who attended and helped make this Casino Night a truly special 
occasion. Also, a special thank you to all of our sponsors, the event wouldnõt have been a success without all 
of them. We look forward to next yearõs event and the continued success of the Kids' Christmas Fund! 

Jackie Jacobs, Chairman   

Raises Over $3,000 for Kids' Christmas Fund 

Past Events and Projects  


