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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Tracy Horrell 

 

What a great time in Austin, Tx.! Texas sure 
knows how to serve up some great 
hospitality! Great information was given on 
becoming more active within our 
community. Spending more time in the 
community will not only put the Elks in the 
public but we will make a difference as well! 

Our new Grand Exalted Ruler is Douglas 
Schiefer who comes from Ohio who has a 
love for motorcycles and his motto for this 
year is:" Elkdom's Heart for America" look for 
more to come in the months ahead on this.  

Summertime means FUN TIME! We have 
lots of events starting to take place. We have 
our Back to School Party for which we are 
taking donations now for school supplies. 
You may drop these off at the lodge. We 
have the quarter auction coming up and you 
never know what treasure you may find!  We 
have music coming back to the lodge, which 
always brings people together for a good 
time! Look in the calendar section of the 
Elksize for dates. Come in and get involved 
in your lodge and you'll see what a good time 
you are missing!  

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Tracy Horrell, ER 
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Your  2024 -25  Committee Chairs  

Accident Prevention -  Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing,  (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout,  (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee -  Melissa Bertoch,  (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley,  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker,  (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison -  Paul DeLand, PER -  (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - TBD 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Chris Ragusa (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests  - Richard Florance, PER  (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
NEW SIGN?   

Itõs a beauty!  
Thanks to our Bingo Committee, Dee Cisneros, PER,  and our Bingo 
Players we now have a beautiful new sign to introduce ourselves to 
the community.  It was a struggle with the exorbitant cost of 
everything these days, but our devoted members persevered and got 
the job done. 
 

This venture started 3 years ago and progressed and stalled along the 
way.  However, this past year we got a toehold on the situation and 
began running for the goal post.  It takes a village to get a job like this 
done and thatõs exactly what we have at Tampa 708! 
 

If you havenõt seen it yet, please stop by and have dinner or a cocktail 
and let us know what you think. 
 

Tracy Horrell, ER 
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AUGUST ELK RECOGNITIONS  
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Tommyôs dedication to our Lodge and our Order is truly heartwarming. You can 
find him on most Fridays in the kitchen, to help serve up some delicious food! But 
what you may not know, he is also our safety officer looking out for and reporting 
any issues within the lodge that may need to be taken care of. And let's not forget he 
is the one stocking the coolers, keeping our bar ready for us to have a cold drink. 
Please tell him when you see him, thanks for all he does! 

She is truly helpful when it comes to making financial decisions for the benefit of 
our lodge. Making sure we stay true to our budget, keeping costs down. when we 
can, and helping out in the office. Her keen sense of running a business is not only 
helpful to me but to our members as well. She often helps out with events, 
supporting dinners, and lending advice to keep me in line! And you can always see 
her cheering on her favorite sports team! Please give her a big thank-you shout-out 
when you see her! 

This lady is beautiful inside and out! The moment I took office she offered to step 
up and help out in any way she could. She devoted a whole day to helping with the 
cleaning of the kitchen, working hard to make sure we scrubbed each appliance 
until it shined. She has been on the audit committee for several years now and 
continues to keep a good watch on our books. She truly has our lodge's best interest 
at heart! Please make sure to tell her how much we value her expertise!  
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Our Newest Members  
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I believe we have officially reached the dog days of summer! 
The desire to stay out of the heat and in the air 
conditioning is real! Let the Ladies help you with that. On 

Sunday, August 11 th , the Ladies are hosting òPainting with a Twistó with 
Bree, at 2pm. Signing up is a MUST, how else will Bree know how many 
canvases to bring. See the LOE board to sign up or call/text Jacquie at 813-245-6458. The fee for an afternoon of 
painting, fun friendships, and cool ac is $35. All are welcome to this event. 

Next month is FLOEõs State convention. This year the convention is being held at Daytona Beach. If you are 
interested in attending, I would suggest you make your reservations fast. Want to know what the Ladies of the 
Elks are all about? Join us for one of our meetings. We meet the first Wednesday of the month, dinner at 
6:15pm and the meeting starts at 7pm. 

Jacquie LoCicero 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

òIf words control you, that means everyone else can control you.ó  Warren Buffet. 
    What you believe about yourself matters more than what people say about you. 
òA man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without wallsó 
  Proverbs 25:28 
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Edie Hanley, Representative for James A. Haley Hospital was 
asked to be a guest speaker at this event.  She spoke about the 
formation of the Elks and all of the charitable works that we 
do.  She told them that our motto is no veteran is left 
behind.  Additionally, the challenges of women to be members 
of the Elks.  The audience was surprised to hear that it did not 
occur until September 1995.  

At least 3 audience veterans considered joining the Elks after 
she finished the speech. Crystal Johnson, Deputy 
Representative has also noticed that many individuals are not 
aware of the services that the Elks provide through the National 
Headquarters monthly stipend for the veterans at James Haley 
Hospital. 

On July 12th the Lodge Veteranõs Committee at Tampa Elks 708 
hosted 9 Veterans from New Beginnings of Tampa for a Prime rib 
dinner, complete with stuffed mushrooms appetizer and a peach 
cobbler dessert.  New Beginnings  is a rehabilitation center currently 
housing 57 transitional Veterans. It is expected that about 30% will 
likely return to the workforce. The rest will retire or be declared 
disabled. The goal is for all of them to transition to permanent 
housing.  Many Veterans arrive at New Beginnings with nothing but 

the clothes on their backs. They accept donations of new or gently used menõs clothing.  
 

Richard Florance, PER, set the table up for the night and Richard Schneider, PER, hung our 
banner. Our volunteer servers were Elks Scholarship recipient Morgan McDaniel, Veterans 
Chairman Chris Ragusa, and Lodge 
Veteran Committee members Dory 
Lannigan and Evelyn Hemmingway.  
 

The money to pay for the meal came 
from fundraising by the committee, 
and generous donations from Elks.  
 

The Veteranõs Committee is looking 
for more members. They meet the 
second Monday each month, so the 
next meeting is August 13 at 6:30. As 
you can see, the work is not arduous, 
but it is meaningful. Consider this 
your invitation to join.  

Grant Reports and Information  
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Tampa 708õs Edie Hanley and Crystal Johnson are pictured here with Ashley Sard, 
a Program Assistant at the James A. Haley 
Female Veteran Annex as they brought our 
donations to the annual Baby Shower held 
June 27th.   

Our Lodge was able to supply 10 strollers, 
several boxes of diapers and baby wipes. Ashley expressed a sincere 
thanks to the Elks, and was very pleased that the veterans will now 
have baby strollers, as well as the other necessities. The strollers were 
added to the donation due to a Boost Grant received to assist the veterans.  We are 
proud to provide assistance to our veterans and wish the new motherõs well. 

Baby Shower For Our Female Veterans 

Grant Reports and Information  

 

 

Tampa Elks 708 members: 

This letter is intended to convey my sincere thanks for the lodge sponsorship of my 
attendance at the 2024 Grand Lodge Convention in Austin, TX from June 31- July 2, 
2024, to receive the Marvin M. Lewis Award for Elks and Scouting. 

It was an incredible experience from beginning to end, and confirmed everything that 
24-year old Chris Ragusa thought he knew about the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks when he was asked to become a member of the Bowling Green, OH 
Lodge 818 in 1988. The good fellowship and commitment to our people and 
communities through benevolent programs was clearly evident, and truly 
demonstrated that Elks Care and Elks Share.  I left Austin with a renewed 

enthusiasm for everything that we do that I care about. 

I started my adventure Saturday on the Texas Elks Lodge Crawl - an organized event that included a stop in 
Luckenbach, and visits to Elks lodges in San Antonio, New Braunfels, Seguin, and Gonzales, TX.  Along the 
way, I met Elks from all over the nation as we enjoyed the hospitality of the lodges that we visited.  Much like 
my experience during the 2021 Grand Lodge Convention in Tampa, these Elks embodied the work hard, play 
hard mentality.  That work being the enrichment of the youth, community, and veterans that we serve.    

My Texas Elks Lodge Crawl host was the Executive Director of the Texas Elks Camp, which provides 
children with special needs and children in foster care, ages 7 to 21, an opportunity to try new things, meet 
new friends and make memories that will last a lifetime. No child is denied acceptance on the basis of his or 
her income level, ethnic origin, race, creed, color or religion. There is no fee. Their motto is òHaving a 
difference, doesn't make a difference!ó  The Texas Elks Camp is their state 
major project.  

While at the convention, I attended Sundayõs Official Grand Lodge 
Opening Ceremony with our Exalted Ruler Tracy Horrell, two Elks 
National Veteran Service Commission seminars, and the Activities 
Committee seminar.  On Tuesday at the General Session, I was awarded 
the Marvin M. Lewis Award for Elks and Scouting in recognition of my 
contributions to Scouting and the development of America's youth. 

To repay your investment in my trip to Austin, I became a member of the ENF Fidelity Club. I pledged (and 
then some) the amount that Tampa Elks 708 lodge spent on my trip to Austin for the Marvin M Lewis award. 
I will continue to make that monthly contribution because I have been able to see locally and nationally the 
good that ENF grants accomplish. 

Thank you again for this opportunity.  It was life changing.  Fraternallyé.Chris Ragusa 

A SPECIAL THANKS FROM A VERY SPECIAL MEMBER 
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   Upcoming Events and Projects  

The Ladies had their annual Low Country Boil on Friday, July 19th . The Vets 
Committee invited 15 Vets to join us for dinner, which made a great event 
even better. It was wonderful to see so many members and their guests at our 
table. 

It took many hands to put this event 
together. Thank you to the kitchen staff, 
Cindy Allen, Ruth Levin, April Holtzman, 

Joe LoCicero and Tommy Moore. Laura Jones greeting our guests and Sue 
Moore handling the 50/50 for Childrenõs Therapy Services. The evening 
ended with a great band booked for us by Jason Brown. If you didnõt have 
the opportunity to see them, stop by the next time they are at the lodge. 
Thank you to all who came out to support the Ladies and our charity, 
Childrenõs Therapy Services.    Jacquie LoCicero, LP 

Past Events and Projects  
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Upcoming Events and Projects  

 



±h[¦a9 нлнп L{{¦9  р                           !¦D¦{¢                   hCCL/L![ t¦.[L/!¢Lhb-tƎ ф 

   

 Upcoming Events and Projects  

You may have noticed that in April we changed our Friday dinner start time from 6:30pm to 6:00pm.  That 
was done because we had been asked by several members to start earlier.  However, that has not worked out 
as we had hoped and very few, if any, members sit down to eat until 6:30pm.  This causes the food to sit for 
at least a half an hour before serving, and as you can imagine, that isnõt ideal.  Consequently we will be 
returning to our previous start time starting this month.  Please make a note: 
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Upcoming Events and Projects  


