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A Message

From your
Exalted Ruler,
Tracy iHorrell

It is a great honor to be Tampa Lodge #708 Exal
Ruler! I am very proud of our Lodge and its membég
| want to send out a special thanks to our Ladie

=4
Ui

Auxiliary for their monetary contribution to help)
with the cost of food and decorations that ma
Installation night an awesome event! We could n
do without our Ladies! Also, a huge thanks goes
to Shelagh Gombarcik, and the team of Officers

night. Great teamwork! Thanks go out to Pau
DeLand for all his hard work in putting together th
programs and all the other thousands of tasks |
him do. You are amazing! And we can't forget to s

out kudos to Georgia and her team for the fabulqu

meal we had it was delicious! A huge thanks go
out to Marty Quire for all his hard work on th
website, and for being there to take the pictures
our Installation! You are truly a special person an
fine EIk! To my wonderful husband Addison, | co
not do this without your love and support. Than

for being there! To those working hard on projects|a

events for our Lodge keep up the good work
know that it is greatly appreciated.

It takes time and energy to make our Lodge r

smoothly and be successful, but | know if we

welcome. Help is always needed and appreciate
will end this month's news article with my motto fo
the year:

ELKS, STEP UP, and STAND PROUD!

In your service, Tracy Horrell, ER

Fax
o

I
1]
work together we will achieve great things! If yq
would like to get involved or volunteer for a projeg
or event please contact me by phone or email, or
any Lodge officer. Any suggestions are alwg
il |
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Your 2024 -25 Committee Chairs. .

708 Board of Directors - Tracy Horrell, PER, Edie Hanley, Wendy Hall, PER,
April Holtzman, Paul DeLand, PER, Laura Jones, Shelagha Gombarcik, PER,
Tristan Reiber, and Norman Benzing

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, Chairman (norkim@rtcol.com)

Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com)

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Paul DeLand, PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)

ENF Grants- Paul DeLand PER (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)

Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))

Lodge Activities - TBD

Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)

Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Vet er an o s-Jog eaCikarog €hairman, Chris Ragusa

Jose Remon, CGhair (joseremon@gmail.com)

Will & Bequests - Richard Florance, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

CaLLINg aLL 708 MEMBErS TO THE
2024 Florida State Convention

W€ NEED VOLUNTEETS!

T0 Man Our FaMous HOSPITALITY SUITE BY

RUNNING THE 8AMES-SELLING ITEMS-KEEPING THE FOOD
SETVICE FILLED-BArTENDINg and MOre

IT'S @ FUN way T0 SErve Yyour LODEE!

LIQUOr DOnarions ar€ aLso NE€DED.
BEET, WINE, LIQUOTr, W€ NEED IT aLL
PLEQSE CONTACT

KIM vanwaLker aT 813-352-78380

convention INFormarion on past 11
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A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members
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APRIL ELK RECOGNITIONS

Cnk zW A]J]C sztA].. . .j t 6CTAz

Elk of the Month: Jan BertoehShe is an amazing woman who has
volunteered in our lodge and community for years! She has stepped ujgs =

committee. Please help me celebrate this fine woman!

zWW_8CYf° zW A]JC sztA],, 6,6 =CC 8[&

Officer of the Month: Dee Cisneros, PHRe is a jack of all trades and 1 § |
grateful for his time and energy! Besides working as our bartender yg = &
find him in the kitchen creating some tasty bites. He is always helpff
setting up for lodge events and lodge meeting nights. This officer goes|
and beyond when no one is there to see him! | am thankful for his efi
please help congratulate him!

N




+

h[i a9 Hnanun L{{| 9 Mt wlL ][ hcCcL/ L!'[ t .

Ln

Supporting Reports

S IWE (W by e Akl Ceshldofuhe Xo e k|

"Feelings are much like waves; we can't stop them from coming, but we can choose which ones to
surf.” - Martensson - Go ahead. Feel it. Just don't drown in .

“Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.” Proverbs 28:26

Ladies o_f ll\e Elks: Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident

Spring is in the air and a new year is on the horizon. As| ShelagbombarcieRrLPVicéreside
begin our journey into our 2024/2025 year, | look forwd April Holtzmesecretary

to working with our board and members to keep our LQ Laura Jordseasurer

viable and relevant to the lodge. Suzanne MaareChaplain

The Ladies will be busy this year, starting off with thd Ruth LeviParliamerien
annual Kentucky Derby Horse Race on Saturday, MayThis is a great
event! Dinner starts at 6pm. Betting windows open at 6:30pm, with the first race at 7pm. Horses are only $10,
LOE board member or your bartender. Look for more information on the LOE board.

Interested in what the Ladies (men are welcomed) do and how we do it? Join us for a meeting. We meet on

=

Wednesday of the month. We have dinner at 6:15pm and the meeting starts at 7pm. All are welcome. Already
dondt forget our dues are due, $20.
I 6d Ilike to end my article with thanking the LOE

your faith in me. | look forward to a wonderful, fun filled and productive year with the LOE.
Every day may not be good, but there

April Birthdays

Jacquie LoCicero 4/6 Carolyn Williams 4/7 Carolyn Breit 4/19 Barbara Miller 4/25

Greetings from the Florida Ladies of Elks.

We are happy to announce that the Smith Conference Center for the Ladies Weekend, being held April 12-14" 2024, is sold
out. It is going to be a great time and for those who missed registering, there is always next year, and we hope you join us
then.

The 2~ Annual FLOE RV Rally “Camping for the Kids” benefiting the Florida Elks Youth Camp will be May 31-June 2, 2024.

The weekend promises to be full of fun, food and friendship. This is a family friendly event with activities planned for the kids
as well as for adults. Visit floridaelks.org for more information and to register. The RV Rally is open to everyone (not just Elks
families). It is a weekend you won’t want to miss. We hope to see you at the Ocala North RV Resort.

The FLOE Angel Reverse Draw tickets benefiting the Florida Elks Childrens Therapy Services are now on sale. There will be 300
tickets sold at a donation of $20 each. We are pleased to say we have sold over 100 tickets as of the time of this article. If you
would like tickets, they will be available at the FSEA State Convention or please email us at floeinformation@gmail.com

Our next meeting will be held at the FSEA State Convention on Saturday morning 5/25/2024. Election of Officers for the
2024/2025 term will be held at this meeting. Stop by our hospitality room and say “Hi”. We will have adult slushies and other
goodies for you to enjoy. We are looking forward to seeing everyone.

Please check https://floridaelks.org/floe for more information relating to FLOE or email floeinformation@gmail.com with any
questions or ideas. Together we can make a difference in the lives of children throughout Florida.

Just a reminder, EVERY lady Elk, wife of an Elk and widow of an Elk are members of FLOE. There are no applications to
complete nor dues to pay.

We would like to say “Thank You” for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you.
&
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GrantiReportsiandinfonmationtiaon

On February 24th, 2024, the Tampa E|}Jk

for a trip on the Hillsborough River. At 10:00am , tweaight Veterans and four
El ks met up Iin the parking | ot at
Liberty Manor for Veterans, The Salvation Army, and New Beginnings of Ta
This was the final event for the Freedom Grant. Tampa Elks had received sp
permi ssion from the manager at Ri ¢
riverside dock instead of downtown. That eliminates parking issues. The Fun
is owned by sevepear member Shannon Wheatley, who was able to give u

performing arts, we found out it was an extra exciting day on the riverfront. T
Gasparilla 5K or 10K Run had just been completed. There were a lot of runner
spectators that waved to us as we went under the bridges and along the rive

After clearing downtown and Harbor Island, we veered east and did a comp
circle of Davis Island, all the while learning some great historical facts from
crew. The top attractions were the dolphins that ran around and under the boat|

we hit the delta, but a close second was the huge mansion that Derek JeterjHad

built for his family then leased to Tom Brady! It is hard to imagine that it is nc
being torn down and replaced, but from our vantage point we could see there .

S
not any privacy at all. After circling the island, we headed back upriver and dockdd

at Ri ckds Ogstinénedoultinchl 1 : 4 5

We had let everybody choose their meal while they were still on the boat, usirjgla

special menu with plenty of variety but a price point that fit our budget. Th4

t
system made things very easy for the waitress at Ricks on the River, and we ygre

soon eating in small groups of6dper table. After lunch, as the Veterans wer

leaving, we held Salvation Army back and presented them with a $500 check ffdm

the Gratitude Grant.

at this meeting.l|

held a rousing gameéamdtheFPasteoStmed/@umtEemssreW@degi
correct answers with candy. The questic
nobody could guess. Of course, we starfglec
to pull the raffles at the January Club meeting due to yearbook photos, we had 2 extra tickets to ra

with the candy. Thank you to the great volunteed&sShelagh Gombarcik, PER, Betty Orcutt, Tomm}
Moore, andCarolyn Miller.

Club Chivalry Report

February our meeting fel on Presideg

didndot get a | ot of pictures, as the

n
T
n

Ie of
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GrantiReportsiandunfonmationtion

~American Legion 138
Unserviceable Flag
Ceremony

n Saturday, March 2nd there was a ceremony held at American Leg
Post 138 in South Tampa to dispose of o
a dozen unserviceable Americ&iags.

The Ceremony for the Disposal
Unserviceable US Flags was passed by
19" National Convention of the America
Legion in New York In 1937 and has been

an integral part ofthe American Legion ritual Since that date.

The purpose of The American Legion in adopting this Ceremony W
to encourage proper respect for th

Of

to provide the disposal of
unserviceable flags in a dignified
manner.

by the American Legion Posts 13
& 139 and Boy Scout Troop 53
Tampa Elks 708 had about a doze
or so members that either
participated or attended the
dignified service.

Flag of the United States andT

| Although this day was sponsored]

[

3

N

Elks National Foundation
“The Great Heart of Elkdome”

On February 23rd our Lodge hosted an ENF fundraising dinner that was
very well attended. I'd like to thank, Georgia Hilficker for cooking the
meal and Debbie Brennan along with Ismeny Rodriguez for serving.
Last but not least Rita Smith, PER for gathering member donations.

Our Elk year has ended and with great thanks to you our members we
have been able to procure many grants that help to improve our south Tampa community. From the student program
“Club Chivalry” at Robinson High School, the transitional Veteran’s Program, Southeastern Guide Dogs, to the
Gandy Community Garden and many more. Without donations from to the Elks National Foundation from
members like you, these programs would not be possible.

We look forward to the new Lodge year and the continued generosity of our members to this outstanding
organization as well as helping our South Tampa Community, our nations veteran’s and our youth.

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, ENF Chairman
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Past EventsandProjects:(

On March 15th Tampa Lodge 708

Cisernos, and Addison Horrell for making sure it all went smoothly.

hosted ahp|

with I rish Dancers ages 7years to 17yTar
Saddle Trampo as well as the traditiolna
Horrell 6s famous Bread Pudding of which
|l 6d | i ke to thank Shelagh Gombarcik, Ve

Tracy Horrell, HR
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Past Events andProjects:( s
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Paul Bland, per Jacquie écicero, Ip  Rita smith, per
OFFICER OF THE YEARelk OF THE YEAR  Citizen OF THE YEAR

Honorable mentiorsfor outstanding service

Frank PRalladin i,glesq  GorgiaHlficker SusieHarlow Bonnie Attwood DeeGceneros per  DebbieBrennan

Thanks to our bartenders  Christian Elkins/bingo Rita smith, per and her club chivalry crew

20232024/ MEMBERSHIPLAWARDS N

This has been a wonder f ul year, and | had so In
Mar ch ' many of our members 1
recog ul peo@l ¢i kbat ost é&p@m
donat i nancial assistance i1
are the best peopl e d

\

I
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Past EventsandFestivitiesi ¢«

Membership AwardsiNight:Continuedy e

Ladiesfthes lksawardsight

It took many hands for our group to be as successful as it was this year. From April
meticulously taking notes of our meetings, even when we went off course to Sue legqing
us in thoughtful prayer every month, often hitting the mark of something we may rjgt
have known we needed to hear. This made choosing only a few of our Ladieg]fo
recognition difficult. Our LOE member of the year was Edie Hanley. Edie has kden
instrumental in the success of the LOE for many years. Ruth Levin was recognizegl|{fo
her excellent baking skills, our secret weapon to a successful event. Tracy Horrell|gnc
Shelagh Gombarcik were given a shout out for the many times they stepped up and cooked dinner g t
Ladies monthly meeting. Last, but not least, our LOE Officer of the year was Laura Jones. Laura hdq b
keeping the Ladiesd books in tip top order, allj
to lend a hand, we are truly grateful.

. Shelagh Gombarcik PER Ruth Levin
Member of the Year Officer of the Year & Trgcy Horrell PER Thanks for her Great

Edie Hanley Laura Jones Thanks for Cooking Dinners Baking Skills




