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A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Wendy Hall 

 The leaves are falling, cold has crept inéé.WAIT a 
minuteé.We are in Florida so welcome to the low 70s 
and maybe a few hours in the 60s. 

Suddenly, it is time for the Holidays. We have been a 
busy Lodge with our Oktoberfest (lots of Oktoberfest 
Beer), the Blues, Bourbon and BBQ event (a resounding 
success as all enjoyed the food, drink and music), Casino 
Night, Halloween and our annual District Deputy Book 
Inspection. Upcoming are The Godfather Live show 
November 11th with a full Italian meal and fine 
entertainment. On the 17th of November we have The 
Improvaholics at 7:45 with their entertainment.  These 
events provide much-needed funds for your Lodge and 
our charities. Thanks to everyone who came out to make 
these events successful! 

November 9th to 11th the Florida State Elks Midyear 
convention takes place in St. Petersburg. Check the state 
site for details. 

Veteranõs Day is November 11th and your Lodge will be 
marching in the Town and Country Veteranõs Parade. 
Join in and be a part.  

Our Holidays then kick off Thanksgiving Day as your 
Lodge will be providing Turkey, Ham, Mashed Potatoes 
and dressing. Bring a dish to help us round out the meal. 
Check flyers in the Lodge for time and signup. 

The 1st Sunday in December is our Memorial Service as 
we honor those who have passed to realms on high. 
Please plan to attend this special service. 
As of this writing we have initiated 35 new members, a 
number of who are frequent visitors at the Lodge and 
taking part in our events. Welcome! 

Membership is the lifeblood of your Lodge. We are 
striving to bring in new members and help retain current 
members. If you know of a Lodge member who has 
become disconnected for whatever reason, please visit 
with them. Invite them back and remind them that there 
are positive vibes throughout the Lodge, of our many 
charitable works and great community support.  

Remember this is YOUR LODGE!  
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Your  2023 -24  Committee Chairs  
Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing, Chairman (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand -  (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Joe LoCicero, Chairman 

Jose Remon, Co-Chair (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Will & Bequests  - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members  

November Elk Recognitions  

Cnk zW Á]C sztÁ]̣= t_Cn ¶sCtÁ¶zÅÁ 

zWW_8C¶ zW Á]C sztÁ]̟̟̟tz¶s 6Ctå_tY 

³ÕÑÖàÐÕÎ àÖÜÙ ºÖËÎÌ 
Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier!  

Elk of the Month for November is Daniel Armentrout. He is an active 
member of the Lodge House Committee and the Army of Hope Committee 
Chair for this year. In addition he can be found most Friday nights at the 
POS system and helps to serve in the dining room as he has accepted the 
role of front of house for the kitchen.  He makes himself available for 
whatever is needed and we should take a minute to thank him for his 
volunteer efforts next time you see him. 

Officer of the Month for November is Norm Benzing, a member of the 
Lodge Board of Trustees (3 year) and Americanism Committee Chairman. 
He often helps with the set up and break down of Lodge events in the back 
room and handles the hot, difficult job of changing our sign in front of the 
Lodge. For a young member of our Lodge he and his wife Kim have truly 
stepped up to do whatever they can to support 708.  Give him a thank you 
next time you see him.  
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The holidays are upon us and your LOE is hard a work 
planning the 2023 Holiday Bazaar to be held starting  
this month on the November 30th and finishing on 
December 1st.  As usual we are putting together 
unique and interesting gifts for the season as well as 

our signature Gasparilla assortment of goodies, not the least of which is 
our Gasparilla Wreaths.  Be sure to mark your calendar, as you donõt want to miss this one! 

BTW...We are looking for donations of artistic, one of a kind gifts from our creative members and friends. So 
if you, or someone you know, have a talent youõd like to share please let us know.  Every penny earned at the 
Bazaar benefits Childrenõs Therapy Services. 

This year the LOE was proud to be a major contributor to the highly successful Casino Night event put on to 
support our Youth Activities Committee.  Jackie Jacobs, Activities Chairperson, did a fantastic job of raising 
funds to assure we will have an outstanding Childrenõs Christmas Party for our area kids in need this year.  
Thank you Jackie! 

Please consider joining us as we decorate the Lodge for the Holidays Nov. 24th.  Itõs a lot of fun and a great 
way to start the Holiday Season.  Weõll be sparking up the Lodge from 11am to 2pm that Friday afternoon.  
Hope to see you there and Happy Thanksgiving Everyone! 
 

   

Sue Moore  11/8 - Bob Suhrheinrich 11/27 - Betty Orcutt 11/30  

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

ŗƨ ůúƸŗŹůúŢ »ŹƎƎǖ Aúǖ úůģ Źǈƣ ŢŹģŋĭğ ŗů ƎúƣƸůĭƣƨŔŗƎ ǔŗƸŔ 
ƸŔĭ !ŪĭƣŗĖúů qĭŋŗŹůğ ǔŗŢŢ Čĭ úƨšŗůŋ ǖŹǈ ƸŹ Ūúšĭ ú ģŹůúƸŗŹů 
úůģ ǔĭúƣ ú »ŹƎƎǖ ŗů ƨǈƎƎŹƣƸ Źŀ Źǈƣ ŀúŢŢĭů úůģ ŢŗǓŗůŋ ŔĭƣŹƨ 
ƸŔúƸ ŔúǓĭ ǔŹƣů Źǈƣ ǈůŗŀŹƣŪƨƓ   

ÅŔĭŢúŋŔ [ŹŪČúƣĖŗšğ »F¿ ǔŗŢŢ ŔúǓĭ ƸŔĭ ƎŹƎƎŗĭƨ ǔŗƸŔ Ŕĭƣ ƸŔŗƨ 
ŪŹůƸŔğ ƨŹ ŠǈƨƸ úƨš úůģ ƨŔĭ ǔŗŢŢ Ƹúšĭ ǖŹǈƣ ģŹůúƸŗŹů úůģ ŋŗǓĭ 
ǖŹǈ ú ƎŹƎƎǖƓ   

_ů úģģŗƸŗŹůğ ǔŔĭů ǖŹǈ Ūúšĭ ǖŹǈƣ ģŹůúƸŗŹů ǖŹǈƣ ůúŪĭ ǔŗŢŢ 
Čĭ ŗůĖŢǈģĭģ ŗů ƸŔĭ YƣúŋƣúůĖĭ 7úƨšĭƸƨ ƣúŀŀŢĭƓ   

!ČŷǅƵ »ŷƌƌǒ AúǒĞ 

!ŀƸĭƣ èŹƣŢģ èúƣ _ğ ƸŔĭ ƎŹƎƎǖ ŀŢŹǈƣŗƨŔĭģ ŗů FǈƣŹƎĭƓ ÅĖŗĭůƸŗƨƸƨ úƸƸƣŗČǈƸĭģ ƸŔĭ ŋƣŹǔƸŔ ƸŹ ƨŹŗŢƨ ŗů 

YƣúůĖĭ úůģ 7ĭŢŋŗǈŪ ČĭĖŹŪŗůŋ ĭůƣŗĖŔĭģ ǔŗƸŔ ŢŗŪĭ ŀƣŹŪ ƸŔĭ ƣǈČČŢĭ ŢĭŀƸ Čǖ ƸŔĭ ǔúƣƓ ÍŔĭ ƣĭģ 

ƎŹƎƎǖ ĖúŪĭ ƸŹ ƨǖŪČŹŢŗǚĭ ƸŔĭ ČŢŹŹģ ƨŔĭģ Čǖ ƸŔŹƨĭ ǔŔŹ ŀŹǈŋŔƸ úůģ ƸŔŹƨĭ ǔŔŹ ĖŹůƸŗůǈĭ ƸŹ ŀŗŋŔƸ 

ŀŹƣ Źǈƣ ĖŹǈůƸƣǖ ŀŹŢŢŹǔŗůŋ ƸŔĭ ƎǈČŢŗĖúƸŗŹů Źŀ ƸŔĭ ǔúƣƸŗŪĭ ƎŹĭŪ Ɲ_ů YŢúůģĭƣƨ YŗĭŢģƨƓƞ ÍŔĭ ƎŹĭŪ 

ǔúƨ ǔƣŗƸƸĭů Čǖ qŗĭǈƸĭůúůƸ 9ŹŢŹůĭŢ mŹŔů yĖ9ƣúĭğ yƓAƓ ǔŔŗŢĭ ƨĭƣǓŗůŋ Źů ƸŔĭ ŀƣŹůƸ Ţŗůĭ ŗů èŹƣŢģ 

èúƣ _ğ ƸŹ ŔŹůŹƣ ƨŹŢģŗĭƣƨ šŗŢŢĭģ ŗů ČúƸƸŢĭƓ  
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Grant Reports  

Club Chivalry for Successful Students, 
the Elk run School Club at Robinson 
High School,  is having a reboot this 
year. Tampa Elk Caroline Hand is no 
longer teaching at Robinson, so we 
found ourselves without a sponsor 

again. Luckily, Kailyn Morman, the Assistant Principal for 
Administration, has our back. We are both excited about  going 
back closer to our roots with a hand selected group of students 
that really need the extra push to be successful in high school,  
concentrating on making sure the students have the supplies 
they need, and that they feel connected to their school and want to attend classes each day. 

On September 16th we had our first Club meeting. We meet during 6th period, and Mondays are early 
release days so there are only 40 minutes for the Club meeting. Luckily, I had five great volunteers. As the 
students arrived. Carolyn Miller, PLP, took care of the raffle ticket distribution. Patty Volpe and Robert 
Bordonaro got the studentõs T shirt sizes,  Betty Orcutt and Michael Volpe handed out slices of pizza, and 
I handled the drinks. Although I was expecting about 5 students from the invitation list of 50, 48 students 
showed up. When everybody was settled, we had the first drawing for a $25 gift card.   Ms. Morman 
spoke about the history of the school and Elks, and we held nominations for the 4 Club officers ð 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Public Relations Officer. ( Per grant rules, the Elks are the 
Treasurer). Next, I explained what Elks are and some of what we do, and then  I introduced the 
volunteers. We had a couple of minutes before the bell rang, so  took advantage of the fact that  the 
Assistant Principal was there, and  created a little mayhem by asking every student to get up and 
introduce themselves to somebody they donõt know. Then it was time for the final gift card drawing, and 
we were done for the month.  

Our October meeting was the 23rd  
Too late for this monthõs Elksize. .  

We need more volunteers!  I need some that are available at 
midday on Monday. We also need volunteers for the 
occasional field trip. And especially, I need guest speakers 
that have something to say about the road to success starting 
in high school.   To volunteer you must be approved by the 
Hillsborough County School Board, and the link to apply is 
on the homepage of Robinson High School or at Volunteer 
Services / Overview (hillsboroughschools.org)  It takes 2 
days to 2 weeks to get an approval, but when you do, please 
notify me. I usually just text everybody, describe the event, 
and see who is available for each Club activity, so since  I 
donõt expect you to be at every meeting, I need a good crowd 
of potential volunteers.   This is such a unique opportunity to 
see todayõs youth in the public school setting 

And you even get a T-shirt! 

Rita Smith, PER  Project Manager 

Club Chivalry Reboot 

https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/volunteer
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/volunteer


  

±h[¦a9 нлно  L{{¦9  у                                    bh±9a.9w                  hCCL/L![ t¦.[L/!¢Lhb-tƎ т 

Past Events and Projects  

On Friday, September 29th, Tampa Elks 708 members Chris Ragusa and Tom Knotts hosted an Octoberfest 
feast at the lodge.  Proceeds from the event went to the Tampa Elks 708 New Years Eve party fund.   

The menu consisted of authentic German cuisine, including beer cheese soup, homemade pretzels, 
Jagaerschnitzel (port schnitzel with mushroom sauce), grilled bratwurst, poached weisswurst, German 
potato salad, red cabbage, and apple strudel.  All dishes were prepared in house except for the apple 
strudel which was made by PER Courtney Weir.   

Our guest deejay Chris Blackburn, general manager of The Dubliner Irish Pub in South Tampa, provided 
the musical entertainment. Our volunteer wait staff, who donned traditional German attire for this event, 
were friends and relatives of Chris and Tomõs.   The featured bier, an Oktoberfest Marzen, was brewed 
locally by BarrieHaus Beer Co., a microbrewery in Ybor City. 

You may have noticed an eclectic crowd, including a recently initiated class of US Navy Chief Petty 
Officers selectees from the Tampa area, Cub Scouts and their families from Cub Scout Pack 1381, Scouts 
and Scout leaders from Scouts BSA Troop 22, and members of both American Legion Post 138 and Post 139. 
Many thanks to the Elks 708 members recruited by Georgia Hilficker that set up, decorated, and broke 
down the banquet hall for this event, and new Elk Jessica Hood and PER Dee Cisneros for expertly 
handling the beverages.  Laura Jones assumed the thankless role of cashier.  In all, we served over 110 meals. 
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Grant Reports  
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Past Events and Projects  

On October 6th the House Committee put on a Blues, Bourbon and Barbeque event that rocked the 
house!  If you werenõt there you missed a great band and an even better dinner.  òJust Sayinó   
 

The entire event was met with rave reviews, and to say the least we were thrilled at the response.  As 
a matter of fact, as it came time for the band to leave, a collection was taken up to prolong their stay 
so everyone could continue dancing and enjoying the music.  Our guests from St. Pete say they had a 
wonderful time and were so happy they chose to join us.   
There were so many people responsible for this success and Iõd like to thank them here and if you get 
a chance you might thank them too. 
 

¶ Paul Deland, PER and Wendy Hall, ER for working tirelessly to provide us with the ribs and 
chicken and Georgia Hilficker for assisting them.  (Not to mention giving us the recipe for 
exceptional mac and cheese.) 

¶ Jason Brown for procuring the great Blues Band. 
¶ Dave Ripogle for acting as our Bourbon Aficionado. 
¶ Tommy Moore for his work in the kitchen. 
¶ Wendy Hall, ER, April Holzman and Shelagh Gombarcik, PER for assisting in any way they could.   

¶ George Hilficker for grilling the ribs 
¶ The  Brandise Family ladies from the Academy of Holy Names that helped serve the meal. 
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    Past Events and Projects  

Whether it was luck of the draw, or hitting jackpot, everyone who attended Casino Night enjoyed the 
comradery, community, and cause. From Craps to Blackjack, or Roulette to Texas Holdõem, we had a great 
time supporting the Elkõs Christmas for the Kids Fundraiser. 
Who really hit the JACKPOT though?  The kids did!  With 35 Elks members and 30 Guests, the Christmas for 
the Kids Fundraiser was a huge success.   
As the youth committee chairperson, I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who made this night 
possible. Specifically, I want to thank Elks memberõs Chris Miles and Dean Valenti, as well as the Ladies of the 
Elks, for their support and sponsorship.  I would also like to thank everyone who helped put the event 
together, this includes but is not limited to:  

Shelagh Gombarcik for managing the food for the evening 
April Holtzman, Rodney Kayton and Stephen Willis for helping Shelagh in the kitchen 
Susie Harlow, Betty Orcutt, Laura Jones, and Shelagh Gombarcik for helping plan and decorate 
Kim VanWalker for taking pictures  
Kristie Horst and Jacob Frost for working the cashier and Spin-to-win stations all evening 

Final thank you to some of our other sponsors:  Halo Salt. Skin. Spa, Brown & Brown Insurance, Founders 
Professional, Vanguard Specialty, The Maniscalco Family, Soho Sushi, Hungry Howieõs Pizza, Long Bar Pub & 
Grill, and so many others.  Anyone that was in attendance and would like to share comments or suggestions for the future 
please do so to:   Jackie.Jacobs1986@gmail.com  


