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A Message
From your sl
ExaltedRuler, "7~ &
Wendy Hall /

The | eaves ar e falling,
mi nuteé. We are in Floridas
and maybe a few hours in the 60s.

Suddenly, it is time for the Holidays. We have been p
busy Lodge with our Oktoberfest (lots of Oktoberfegt

Beer), the Blues, Bourbon and BBQ event (a resoun il:g

success as all enjoyed the food, drink and music), Cagi
Night, Halloween and our annual District Deputy Boo
Inspection. Upcoming are The Godfather Live sh
November 11 with a full ltalian meal and fine
entertainment. On the {7of November we have Th
Improvaholics at 7:45 with their entertainment. The
events provide mucheeded funds for your Lodge an
our charities. Thanks to everyone who came out to mgike
these events successful!

November 8 to 1f the Florida State Elks Midyear

site for details.

Vet erands Day and your Nadgeewi el
marching in the Town and
Join in and be a part.

Our Holidays then kick off Thanksgiving Day as yoyn
Lodge will be providing Turkey, Ham, Mashed Potato

convention takes place in St. Petersburg. Check the slnle

A4
P4

and dressing. Bring a dish to help us round out the m¢4l.

Check flyers in the Lodge for time and signup.
The ¥ Sunday in December is our Memorial Service

Q)
[

we honor those who have passed to realms on hipp.

Please plan to attend this special service.
As of this writing we have initiated 35 new members,|3
number of who are frequent visitors at the Lodge ahdl
taking part in our events. Welcome!

Membership is the lifeblood of your Lodge. We aje
striving to bring in new members and help retain curreftf
members. If you know of a Lodge member who Hgs

become disconnected for whatever reason, please Yigit

with them. Invite them back and remind them that therp
are positive vibes throughout the Lodge, of our mah
charitable works and great community support.

Remember this is YOUR LODGE!

Y-
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Your 2023 -24 Committee Chairs_ .

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, Chairman (noskam@rtcol.com)
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com)
ENF Fundraising- Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
Vet er an o0 s Jog kaCicarog @hairman

Jose Remon, CGhair (joseremon@gmail.com)
Will & Bequests - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

- ATTENTION -

TAILGATEZRS

Sign up to do your own 708

Bucs Tailgate Party...
Help your Lodge and have fun doing it!
Pick a date & show off your special tailgate food!

You bring the main item and others will bring side dishes.
(Everyone contributes, so you can usually recoup the cost of food.)

Ask your bartender!
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Welcome:Qun Newest EIK.Members:crs

» 6RO PAIETAOU

Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier!

November ElK Récognitions: s

Cnk zW A] C szzt At]_Cn fsCt Afz

Elk of the Month for November is Daniel Armentrout. He is an active §
member of the Lodge House Committee and the Army of Hope Committee
Chair for this year. In addition he can be found most Friday nights at the § ¥
POS system and helps to serve in the dining room as he has accepted t
role of front of house for the kitchen. He makes himself available for §
whatever is needed and we should take a minute to thank him for his
volunteer efforts next time you see him.

zWW_8CYT zW A]JC sztA], . tz¢qs

Officer of the Month for November is Norm Benzing, a member of the
Lodge Board of Trustees (3 year) and Americanism Committee Chairman
He often helps with the set up and break down of Lodge events in the back
room and handles the hot, difficult job of changing our sign in front of the
Lodge. For a young member of our Lodge he and his wife Kim have trul
stepped up to do whatever they can to support 708. Give him a thank youl® =
next time you see him. =
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Supporting Reports
Ladies of the Elks: Execulive Board
Jacquie LoCicerePresident
The holidays are upon us and your LOE is hard a w| ShelaghombarcigRLPVicéresiden
planning the 2023 Holiday Bazaar to be held starti| April HoltzmeBecretary
this month on the November 30th and finishing ¢ Laura Jondseasurer
December 1st. As usual we are putting toget| Suzanne MoareChaplain
unique and interesting gifts for the season as well Tracy HorreiiRe-Parliamerin
our signature Gasparilla assortment of goodies, not the least of whitrrrs
our Gasparilla Wreaths. Be sure to mark your |[]cC:
BTW...We are looking for donations of artistic, one of a kind gifts from our creative members and friends. ¢
if you, or someone you know, have a talent yo|Yyd
Bazaar benefits Childrends Therapy Services.

This year the LOE was proud to be a major contributor to the highly successful Casino Night event pu

support our Youth Activities Committee. Jackie Jacobs, Activities Chairperson, did a fantastic job of [g§sir
funds to assure we wil/ have an outstanding Qhi
Thank you Jackie!

Pl ease consider joining us as we decorate the
way to start the Holiday Season. We 61 | be sppr

Hope to see you there and Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!

November Birthdays
Sue Moore 11/8ob Suhrheinrich 11/2Betty Orcutt 11/30

re GagrzaaT »Z23304 AGdG GGg ZLliq
ERT ' UTqrEGCO qinrzag urTT CT |de
Gdg uvaq 4 »z330 rG elj3dazaqg ff
CSRUE ROUT UZaqO ZLjq LjGdr ZgqUeG
ART TunR [zUCUqErs8g »F¢ 0rTT HYQU
UZGERY 2Z Sljeg Ges adag eRT U0rTT
GzZLj u 3Az33aC
_0 aggrgrzag uRT G Gzl OastT G¥Lia
Ci rUOETLjgTg rOG ERT YaqunquUuOGET |7u
| C9DZ »9ddo AUWOGG
lFETq eZqTg edaq _§ &ERYT 372330 FTZLiqreRT g r G FlLilg:
YqQUOGEYT a0¢g 77 TnrLj0U CVEZUrGn VTaqrERYT g Or &R Trl|Qry
373346 EwUY gZ 20GU0UCZTrid7 ERY CTZzZg 2RT g CO gRA447
I Zq ZLjq EZLjGEgqd FZTTZuradn gERY NILCYMTEUEnZRT Va V| TEG
Gae Uqregegia CO qgriLEgyGaag 9ZTZaG7 T mZRG yE9quGT
euq _§ &Z RZGZq 2Z2Tgriaqe SrTTVT¢§g ra CugegTi G
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GrantReportst s

the Elk run School Club at Roblnso =
High School, is having a reboot \

year. Tampa Elk Caroline Hand is B rEf 'Jii;
longer teaching at Robinson, so E2EZE:
found ourselves without a sponsa Al Hﬂ

Administration, has our back. We are both excited about gof. Y7
back closer to our roots with a hand selected group of stude. s

that really need the extra push to be successful in high sc :
concentrating on making sure the students have the sup , :
they need, and that they feel connected to their school and want to attend classes each day

On September f6we had our first Club meeting. We meet during period, and Mondays are early
release days so there are only 40 minutes for the Club meeting. Luckily, | had five great volunteers| Ag the
students arrived. Carolyn Miller, PLP, took care of the raffle ticket distribution. Patty Volpe and Rdbeft
Bordonaro got the studentods T shirt sizes, B¢t
| handled the drinks. Although | was expecting about 5 students from the invitation list of 50, 48 studen
showed up. When everybody was settled, we had the first drawing for a $25 qift card. Ms. Mdrmjn
spoke about the history of the school and Elks, and we held nominations for the 4 Club dffider
President, Vicd’resident, Secretary, and Public Relations Officer. ( Per grant rules, the Elks afe the
Treasurer). Next, | explained what Elks are and some of what we do, and then | introducep the
volunteers. We had a couple of minutes before the bell rang, so took advantage of the fact thiat Jthe
Assistant Principal was there, and created a little mayhem by asking every student to get [IE gnd

introduce themselves to somebody they dondt |kpo
we were done for the month.

Our October meeting was the 23rd

Too |l ate for this montjhcd
We need more volunteers! | need some that are available af
midday on Monday. We also need volunteers for the
occasional field trip. And especially, | need guest spealers
that have something to say about the road to success starfing|
in high school. To volunteer you must be approved by the
Hillsborough County School Board, and the link to apply |s
on the homepage of Robinson High School ov@tinteer
Services / Overview (hillsboroughschools.ord) takes 2
days to 2 weeks to get an approval, but when you do, plgasg
notify me. | usually just text everybody, describe the event,
and see who is available for each Club activity, so sincg¢ |
dondt expect you to be at |eye
of potential volunteers. This is such a unique opportunity fo
see todayods youth in the ppuQl

And you even get a3hirt!

Rita Smith, PER Project Manager



https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/volunteer
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/volunteer
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On Friday, September ?9Tampa Elks 708 members Chris Ragusa and Tom Knotts hosted an Octoberf
feast at the lodge. Proceeds from the event went to the Tampa Elks 708 New Years Eve party fund.

including beer cheese soup, homemade
Jagaerschnitzel (port schnitzel with mushroom sauce), grilled bratwurst, poached weisswurst, Ge
All dishes were prepared in house except for th

The menu consisted of authentic German cuisine,

potato salad, red cabbage, and apple strudel.
strudel which was made by PER Courtney Weir.

Our guest deejay Chris Blackburn, general manager of The Dubliner Irish Pub in South Tampa, pfoVv

the musical entertainment. Our volunteer wait staff, who donned traditional German attire for this e
were friends and relatives of Chr s and
locally by BarrieHaus Beer Co., a microbrewery in Ybor City.

You may have noticed an eclectic crowd, including a recently initiated class of US Navy Chief
Officers selectees from the Tampa area, Cub Scouts and their families from Cub Scout Pack 138[,

and Scout leaders from Scouts BSA Troop 22, and members of both American Legion Post 138 and
Many thanks to the Elks 708 members recruited by Georgia Hilficker that set up, decorated, and

handling the beverages. Laura Jones assumed the thankless role of cashier. In all, we served over
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GrantiReportsi s

TAMPA ELKS 708 SOCCER
AND BASKETBALL SHOOTS

On Sunday, October 15, we had the 2023-2024 Elks Hoop Shoot
and Soccer Shoot. The venue was amazing. It was held at SLAM!
Tampa, which is a K-12 Charter School in Citrus Park. Member
Roshaun Gendrett is the Dean of Students and arranged for the
competitions to be held in their indoor gym.

The Hoop Shoot is a free throw contest. The contestants get 25
shots. The winners move on to the district competition, December
2" There were first and second place medals for the boy & girl
winners of the Hoot Shoot in each of the 3 age divisions as well as certificates of participation for everyone. I
look forward to sponsoring our winners to the District Hoop Shoot and to State Hoop Shoot and even
National Hoop Shoot competition in Chicago!

The Soccer Shoot is a free kick contest. The contestants get 15 shots to hit the goal. The goal was sectioned
out in point value. The higher the kick into the net, the higher the points. It was fun to watch the kids exceed
their own expectations. There were first and second place medals for these winners and the winners will
move on the District Soccer Shoot, time/date/location to be determined. This contest is a State competition, so
winners of the district contest will be moving on to the State competition at FEYC.

The Soccer & Hoop Shoot committee provided drinks, snacks, and Halloween candy during both events. All
the volunteers and participants and their families dug into a fried chicken dinner from Publix that included
green beans and mac & cheese with cookies for dessert. The adults were all entered into a raffle for a $50 gift
card. Tampa member, Kim Benzing, was the winner. Drug awareness bags with coloring books and crayons
were also distributed to the participants.

Our volunteers confirmed that “many hands make light work”. We had a total of 26 volunteers for our event. 8
were Non-Elks, the rest were Elks from Tampa, St. Pete, Holiday Isles, and Eustis Lodge. Here is the
impressive list of everyone who came out to show their support for these 2 youth events. They made it look so
easy tool!

Carl Siebert, FSEA COO - Eustis Lodge Adam Harrell, Volunteer

Brian LoVetere, WCD Bryan Sullins, Volunteer

Hoop Shoot Chair Theresa Sieber, PER, PDDGER Becky Sullins, Tampa Lodge

Jessica Shaw, Holiday Isles Lodge Christien Elkins, Tampa Lodge
Laura Jones, Trustee, Tampa Lodge Ben W, ashington, Teen Volunteer
Rita Smith, PER, Tampa Jacob Savard, Teen Volunteer
Catherine Boino, Elks Legacy Scholar Recipient Melissa Evener, Tampa Lodge
Roshaun Gendrett, Tampa Lodge Norm Benzing, Trustee, Tampa Lodge
Richelle Nickell, Tampa Lodge Kim Benzing, Tiler, Tampa Lodge
Daniel Armentrout, Tampa Lodge Al Morales, St. Pete Lodge applicant
Lori Armentrout, Volunteer Yaitza Blasini, Volunteer

Michael Volpe, Tampa Lodge Konnor Evener, Teen Volunteer

I will keep everyone posted on the next events for the Soccer & Hoop Shoot District Contest. Hope to see lots of people
in the crowd, cheering for our lodge winners as they take the shots to get them to the State Competitions!
Fraternally Yours, Patty Volpe, Tampa Hoop & Soccer Shoot Chair




h[!'a9 wnHo L{{'9 vy hccL/L![ t+.g

| \ P, £
rq%?% R =) = fg%%¢« ==y
i > j%ﬁ}j _ ri _ . /

Past Bvpns anaPioregis (s
e j; %4\ N = —

The entire event was met with rave reviews, and to say the least we were thrilled at the respon
a matter of fact, as it came time for the band to leave, a collection was taken up to prolong thqi

[
so everyone could continue dancing and enjoying the music. Our guests from St. Pete say they

wonderful time and were so happy they chose to join us.
There were so many people responsible for [
a chance you might thank them too.
1 Paul Deland, PER and Wendy Hall, ER for working tirelessly to provide us with the ribs
chicken and Georgia Hilficker for assisting them. (Not to mention giving us the recip¢
exceptional mac and cheese.)

Jason Brown for procuring the great Blues Band.
Dave Ripogle for acting as our Bourbon Aficionado.
Tommy Moore for his work in the kitchen.

George Hilficker for grilling the ribs
The Brandise Family ladies from the Academy of Holy Names that helped serve the meal

= =4 -4 —a -8 -

On October 6th the House Committee put on a Blues, Bourbon and Barbeque event that rocHed 1
housel! | f you werendét there you missed a p|r
S

Wendy Hall, ER, April Holzman and Shelagh Gombarcik, PER for assisting in any way they could|

aNc
fo
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Past Events andProjects {4

Whether it was luck of the draw, or hitting jackpot, everyone who attended Casino Night enjoyedl khe
comradery, communi ty, and cause. From Craps t]d
ti me supporting the EIl kdés Christmas for the Kil§s
Who really hit the JACKPOT though? The kids did! With 35 Elks members and 30 Guests, the Christings 1
the Kids Fundraiser was a huge success.
As the youth committee chairperson, | want to say a huge thank you to everyone who made thip |nig
possible. Specifically, I want to thank EI ks rmqgn
Elks, for their support and sponsorship. | would also like to thank everyone who helped put the |ejer
together, this includes but is not limited to:

Shelagh Gombarcik for managing the food for the evening

April Holtzman, Rodney Kayton and Stephen Willis for helping Shelagh in the kitchen

Susie Harlow, Betty Orcutt, Laura Jones, and Shelagh Gombarcik for helping plan and decorate

Kim VanWalker for taking pictures

Kristie Horst and Jacob Frost for working the cashier and-&pwvin stations all evening
Final thank you to some of our other sponsors: Halo Salt. Skin. Spa, Brown & Brown Insurance, Fpynd
Professionaly anguard Specialty, The Maniscalco Famil y|

Grill, and somany othes. Anyone that was in attendance and would like to share comments or suggestions for theffitur:
ado so toJackie.Jacobs1986@gmail.com




