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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Wendy Hall 

LEADING KNIGHT - Tracy Horrell, PER 

LOYAL KNIGHT -  Edie Hanley 
LECTURING KNIGHT - Kim Van Walker 

SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - TBD 
ESQUIRE -  Debbie Brennan 

INNER GUARD - Dee Cisneros, PER 
TILER - Kim Benzing 

CHAPLAIN – April Holtzman 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tristan Reiber 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Norman Benzing 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Paul DeLand, PER 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Laura Jones 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

House Committee Chair 
Jacque LoCicero, PLP 

House Committee Members:  
Daniel Armentrout, Dave Riplogle, Debbie Brennan, 

Jason Brown, Paul DeLand PER, Suzanne Moore 
BAR MANAGER 

Paul DeLand, PER 
KITCHEN MANAGER 
To Be Determined 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  
Jacquie LoCicero (tampa708rentals@yahoo.com) 

813-245-6458  
 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 

“Open Early for Bucs Games” 
 

Lodge Secretary email: 
 

tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Wendy Hall 

 
April proved a busy start to our Lodge year. Our 
Easter lunch was a huge success with our state 
convention volunteers providing and serving a 
wonderful meal to  67+ people. Thanks to all who 
provided the food, volunteered, served and cleaned 
up. The event also brought in a significant amount 
toward our state convention fund. 
A great Birthday Bash and Karaoke on April 15th 
with KJ Fly and his assistant Crystal Johnson. A 
great time was had by all! 
In May we continue with lots of activities including 
the LOE Kentucky Derby, May Birthday Bash, 
Mother’s Day and The Gourmet Club. Check your 
Lodge calendar and the bulletin board for dates and 
times. 
May 25th thru the 28th is Florida State Elks 
Convention at the Rosen Centre, Orlando. If you’ve 
never been you won’t want to miss this event….even 
if you choose to go for only a day. Food, Fun and 
entertainment! Tampa’s Hospitality Suite is the 
premier place to be each evening during convention. 
The 2nd floor of the Rosen Centre is dedicated to 
Elks Hospitality Suites, each providing food, fun, 
games, and the opportunity to meet fellow Elks from 
across the state. Be sure not to miss this great Elks 
event! 
As I look around the Lodge it is encouraging to see 
members of all ages volunteering to help in the 
kitchen, and helping with setups and breakdowns of 
events. The great camaraderie within the Lodge is 
encouraging, bringing with it new members who are 
excited about joining this great organization. A 
friendly welcome to both old and new members as 
they come through the door brings with it a positive 
feeling. If you have not visited the Lodge recently, 
please do so and experience the “Strength and 
Growth through Unity!” which is my motto this 
year. 
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Your  2023-24  Committee Chairs 
Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing, Chairman (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Jackie Appel, Chairman (Jackie.apple@yahoo.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Joe LoCicero, Chairman 

Jose Remon, Co-Chair (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Will & Bequests  - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

May Elk Recognitions 

ELK OF THE MONTH…DAVE REPLOGLE 

 OFFICER OF THE MONTH...PAUL DeLAND, PER 

Dave Replogle is a newer member of the House Committee.  He doesn’t 
hesitate to volunteer his time and efforts helping set up and break 
down tables and chairs for several events. He has also stepped up to 
help in the kitchen and to serve in the dining room.  His efforts are 
greatly appreciated. Please take time to thank Dave for volunteering. 

Paul DeLand, PER has been a dedicated member of the Elks for 30 
years. He has held every office including Exalted Ruler (2021-2022) 
serving now as 4 Year Trustee and BOD Chairman. Along with this 
impressive list of duties he is dedicating his time to several 
committees. Greet Paul with a thank you for all he does. 

 Craig Ferguson 
Sponsored by 

Sam Washington 

Cynthia Williams 
Sponsored by 
Kim Williams 

Anne Dills 
Sponsored by 
Tracy Horrell 

Lisa Davitt 
Sponsored by 

Sam Washington 
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One month down and the LOE is full steam ahead! Up 
first is the LOE’s Annual Kentucky Derby Horse Race. 
Join the Ladies on May 6th for some “horsing around”. 
Ed Lessard is our Master of Ceremonies this year.   
 

It’s movie time! On June 21st, the Ladies will host movie night with a 
cause. Ladies, looking for a little eye candy, we got you. 80 for Brady is 
our movie for the evening. Look for more information in June’s Elksize and on the LOE board. Remember, all 
proceeds benefit Childrens Therapy Services.  
 

Looking for a place to take Dad for Father’s Day, look no further, your LOE is planning something special for 
all those hard-working Dads. Look for more details in your June Elksize.  
 

Finally, your LOE is once again hosting a Low Country Boil on July 14th. If the last one is any indication of 
how this one will be, expect a rip-roaring time. Look for the sign-up sheet and details on the LOE board, sign 
up early.  
 

Our next meeting is May 3rd, dinner at 6:15, meeting at 7pm. Hope to see you there! 
 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

Grant Reports 

5/5  Bob Orcutt      5/12 Rita Smith, PER, PLP 

On April 13th the Tampa Elks 708 treated the Club 

Chivalry graduating Seniors to a special luncheon 

at Fred’s Country Buffet. 21 Students and 3 Elks 

attended what is the easiest field trip of the year. 

It’s the end of the school year, so all the students 

know each other and are well behaved. All the students are 17 or 18 and can be trusted to mind 

their manners at a buffet. The Club Officers are there to take the head of the table and steer 

conversations. And it is a great buffet- lots of food options. The teens ate until they couldn’t 

eat another bite. Before leaving the restaurant, we presented honor cords which are worn 

during graduation to the Club Officers, and Ms. Hand presented honor cords to the students 

that had been in her Avid class for 4 years. Thanks to Tommy Moore for joining us as the 

required male chaperone. 

Club Chivalry 

Report 
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   Grant Reports 

open Arms Min i stry  –  our  Partners  at  
Hyde  Park  Un i ted  Methodi st  Church .  

 

Tampa Elks has been partners with this group in their efforts to feed the Homeless for over 10 years now. 
Courtney Weil (formerly Taylor) was a member of the church and started volunteering in their kitchen. Then, 
when ENF started offering the community investment grants. Courtney, who was the Bartender at Tampa 708,  
Paul Deland, Lodge Secretary and Tracy Horrell, the Exalted Ruler applied for a Beacon Grant asking for the 
maximum amount of $1000 to contribute to this weekly homeless endeavor for  purchases and gift cards.” 
Tampa Lodge also committed to once a weekly meal serving on Sunday mornings.  

The size of the grants and the crowd of homeless at the ministry grew over the years.  Tampa Elks Lodge 
struggled to get enough members for each Sunday since we had to arrive between 7:30 and 8:00 AM. The  
ministry now had more groups as partners,  our schedule was reduced to just the third Sunday each month,   
Courtney was now the kitchen lead on that Sunday. The Elks, with their larger grants, now asked for funds to 
purchase the food to make Christmas and Thanksgiving  meals.   

In 2020 we asked for $2,500 to purchase the food for preparing Thanksgiving and Christmas. Though Elk 
participation was down throughout the year, we still had a core group of volunteers including Courtney in the 
kitchen and Patty Volpe in the Clothing closet on Sunday once a month.  Frequently, friends of our core group, 
that were not Elks, would ask to participate and that would increase our volunteer ranks. The plan was to 
spend the money to serve Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner to about 200 homeless or needy guests.  

You know what came next, The Pandemic. There were so many changes. The Sunday morning food line  
thinned to under 60 guests that first year. In 2022 they were back up to 80-100 guests, but they were serving 
outside on a few picnic tables.  All the extra services like the clothing closet, haircuts, and bike repairs were 
gone.  Food was handed out in a paper bag. Through all the changes Tampa Elks managed to keep the Holidays 
special.  We cooked at the Lodge and transported the food, or we bought gift cards and personalized greeting 
cards, but we never faltered in our commitment to make the Holidays brighter. 

I stopped by Open Arms Ministry on Sunday the 15th to drop off some disposable razors that Tampa Elks 
purchased and I have GREAT NEWs! 
 

This spring Open Arms has not only moved back inside, but they have changed their hours.  
Volunteers now report at the more reasonable hour of 10:30am. Volunteers reserve their day and their specific 
duty online by using sign up genius.  The web address is https://hydeparkumc.org/volunteeropenarms  
 

You can copy that into your URL, or text me at 813-431-3020 for a link.                                                      Rita Smith 
Grant Coordinator, PER 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhydeparkumc.org%2Fvolunteeropenarms&data=05%7C01%7C%7C075996d265ba4185022008db25586535%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638144833804916582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

2023 
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 Lodge Business and Projects 

On Saturday 4/15 District Leader Frank Palladini, 
PSP, Tampa, installed the new officers for the 
Wonderful West Central District PER 
Association.  Theresa Seibert, PDD, Tampa was 
installed as District Chaplain. Paul Deland,  PER , 
(Tampa) was installed as the VP Liaison to Tampa. 
The new District President of the PER association 
is Stan Hickrod, PER , Holiday Isles.  

2023-24 Wonderful West Central District PER Association 

In the Kitchen: The kitchen is a vital and important piece of your lodge’s success. The 

House Committee has been in the kitchen making sure that we continue to provide our 

members and guests with meals at a reasonable price.  What part do members play in the 

success of the kitchen?  At the lodge on Monday or Thursday, order a sandwich or a 

burger. Fridays are our BIG night in the kitchen. Stop by to have a meal, listen to live 

music and enjoy the friendly and relaxing atmosphere. The kitchen is also looking for 

volunteers. If you would like to lend a helping hand, you can contact Jacquie at 813-245-

6458.  

Front of the house service: The front of the house needs servers for Friday Night dinner. 

Daniel Armentrout will head the effort staffing/training the front of the house. If you are 

interested in helping, please TEXT Daniel at 727-641-8197.  

Around the bar: The bar is looking for volunteer bartenders. No experience is necessary. 

This is a fun way to get to know your fellow lodge members while lending a helping hand. 

Volunteer bartenders would rotate on Tuesday evenings. If you feel like this is a good fit, 

you can contact Paul DeLand, PER at 813-376-5401.  

 
Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 

Chair, House Committee  



   

• 4th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30 

• 5th - LOE General Meeting - 7:00 - Dinner 6:15 

• 11th - BOD Meeting - 6:30 

• 12th - Membership Meeting - 6:00 

• 12th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 

• 17TH - Orientation & Initiation - 6pm 

• 18th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 

• 26th - Elks General Meeting  -7:30 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

  

 

 

Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 

Bordonaro, Robert  3/2023 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 
 

                                    

• Marty Quire for his diligent work on our weekly calendars, email blasts, special notification 
and for being our photographer hero at the installation of officers. 

• Jacquie for her first successful month managing our kitchen.  You go girl. 
• Georgia Hilficker, Yanett Sabet, April Holtzman, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Norm Benzing, 

Tommy Moore, and Kyle Jackson for doing a stellar job of cleaning the kitchen. 
• George Hilficker for deep cleaning the kitchen fryers, and cutting up and dumping the 

wood in the back of the Lodge. 
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MAY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 
Birthday Party 

Karaoke, Potluck Dinner, 
and Cake 

Bring a Covered Dish 
7pm 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

’

6:30 

Mother’s Day 
Ceremony at 

11:30pm 
See pg 2 for details 

Youth Week  
1pm to 3pm 

SEE PG 3 

FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 

SEE ALL DETAILS 
ON PG 7 

CPR 
TRAINING 

9AM TO 11AM 

SEE ALL DETAILS 
ON PG 8 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 


