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9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŦƛŎƪŜǊ 

ƎŜƻǊƎƛŀƘƛƭŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀ ²Ŝō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ - ¢ŀƳǇŀŜƭƪǎΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ƭǳō IƻǳǊǎΥ  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 

ñOpen Early for Bucs Gamesò 
 

[ƻŘƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ 
 

ǘŀƳǇŀтлуǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

 

A Message from 
your Exalted Ruler,  

Rita Smith 

 

 

It was a good year. 
This is my final article as your 
Exalted Ruler. I will spend the next month trying to 
tie up loose ends, clean out my desk, and do what I 
can to make the transition as easy as possible for 
Wendy Hall, your next Exalted Ruler. Last February 
Paul Deland, PER, challenged me to give a ò State of 
the Lodgeó final report, so I will try. The first quarter 
of the year is very hectic, and all your new officers 
and chairs are trying to learn their new roles. We had 
a triple Lodge of Sorrow at our first meeting. The 
Board of Directors had to put together a budget 
within the first month, when some of them had never 
before seen detailed lodge financial reports. A 
complete physical inventory must be performed, too. 
The new shed and bathroom projects from the 
previous year were brought to fruition in this yearõs 
first month. And we brought in some new ways to 
earn charity and remodeling funds. Despite these 
challenges, Tampaõs Elks were able to do enough 
fundraising to put on a great hospitality room at the 
state convention for our members, and all of the 
Florida delegates, to enjoy.  
I was honored to have been chosen as the Female 
Veteranõs Volunteer of the year, which tied up a bit of 
my time at the convention. Those accomplishments 
in our first quarter required a lot of teamwork from 
the officers and members. In spite of all this fraternal 
activity, we never lost sight of the need for lodge 
revenue. In April we had our first successful Quarter 
Auction of the year. May saw the Motherõs Day 
program, a Friday the 13th fundraiser for ENF, and an 
Improv Show. In June we had Flag Day and that 
tremendous Luau put on by the Youth Committee. 
During the summer we had eight District Vice 
President Visits ð one visit to each lodge in our 
District.. That is at least 2 per month from June 
through September. The Veteranõs Committee was 
active with some new partners and held a 4th of July 
BBQ to raise funds. I attended the state convention in 
Atlanta, where the vote was to add the Secretary and 
Treasurer to the Board of Directors. We had a 
Christmas in July Party, complete with Elvis. In 
August, we hosted the Districtõs VP Visit with a 
Wild West dinner and program. 
                                                                  Continued on pg 2 
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Your  2022 -23  Committees  
Americanism - Richard Florance, PER (rhflorance10@gmail.com) Chairman 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Chair Position Open, Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch 
Communications  Commando - Theresa Seibert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.com) 
Community Activities  - Wendy Hall (nini336152@yahoo.com ) 
Drug Awareness - Vacant Post 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Elks Training  - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Government Relations - Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com) 
Harry Anna - Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com 
Interlodge Visitation - Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com) 
Lodge Activities - Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Jacquie LoCicero (Pjlocicero@yahoo.com) 
Orientation - Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Mike Volpe (mvolpe1980@gmail.com)  
& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com) 
Sports - Camden Lynn (Camdenlynn07@msn.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Jose Remon (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 

September had another Improv Show, and the Elkõs Day at the Rays; both were well attended. We also had 
the State Presidentõs Visit to the West Central District. Then, we had Hurricane Ian! The Lodge was in an 
evacuation zone and shut down. Luckily, the storm turned east earlier that expected, and we suffered only 
minor damage. Late September and early October plans were affected, but things fell into place in time for 
an epic Halloween party. The Veteranõs Committee followed that   up two weeks later with an amazing 
Veterans Day Fundraiser. We had our second Quarter Auction of the year, and then I was proud my family 
agreed to prepare Thanksgiving for the membership this year, We served about 50 grateful guests, in 
December we held the annual Elkõs Memorial Service, had our Annual Christmas Party, and a well-attended 
New Yearõs Eve Party. 

The fourth quarter kicked off New Yearõs Day with Football and the Clothing Drive and the visit from the 
Elk Scholars, but the biggest fundraiser of the year ð The annual Gasparilla Invasion Party ð had everybodyõs 
attention for the rest of the  month. It was a spectacular party ð a lodge full of Florida Elks, a beautiful day, 
bountiful food and excellent entertainment. February had our annual Chili Cook off, and elections. Awards 
night this year was held in the middle of February too. In March we begin the peaceful transition, and we 
are looking forward to the Irish Dancers at the annual St Patrickõs day party. The Installation of the officers 
for the 2023-2024 Lodge year is set for March 25.  

At the end of the year- the most important questions are: Did membership increase? Did you leave a little 
money for the next year? Did you support the two fraternal charities ð Harry Anna and ENF? If you can 
answer yes to these 3 question ð and we CAN answer yes - It was a good year! 

bh¢9Υ ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ пǘƘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŘǳŜ ōȅ !ǇǊƛƭ млǘƘΦ 
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March Elk Recognitions  
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members  
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Elk of the Month ð Sandra Lake has been an Elk for 12 years now. She is 
in the Lodge almost every Tuesday night, where she has  brought us new 
members and practices with the Improv Group. This year, the Improv 
Show was held twice. This show is almost no work for the Lodge, yet 
we are the recipients of half of the proceeds. Sandra also served on the 
Bylaws Committee, and served as a judge on the Americanism  Essay 
Contest. Last month, Sandra was the Co-chair of our very successful Pet 
Show. She is so funny on the microphone that some people stayed to the 
very end just to enjoy her comments. Congratulate Sandra on being the 
March Elk of the Month 

Officer of the Month ð Debbie Brennan is one of our newest officers.  
She is very good at her  job of Esquire, faithfully performing her duties. 
There have been some long meetings, but she stands guard throughout. 
She also serves as the Secretary of the Veteranõs Committee, and reports 
their activities. Debbie works bingo every other week, works as our 
server  on Thursdays, and just accepted an appointment to the House 
Committee. By her second meeting, you could tell she was invested in 
the role and was reading the HC manual. Debbie has earned her spot as 
the March Officer of the Month.  
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As our year ends and we gear up for a new year 
with new adventures, I look back and beam with 
pride at all the Ladies accomplished. Our year 
started in celebration of our 50th anniversary. We 
took that momentum and ran into May without 

looking back with a Kentucky Derby Horserace. The summer months were not a time to bask in the sun 
when there was still work to be done. The Ladies had another successful Fatherõs Day picnic and our 
always popular Low Country Boil was better than ever. The fall season opened with FLOEõs Annual 
Convention in Daytona Beach where it was my pride and joy to present a $2500 check to Childrenõs 
Therapy Services. This was a culmination of hard work and dedication. 

At the FLOE convention, the Ladies were honored to be recognized as having made the second highest 
donation in the state of all the Ladies organizations for 2021-2022. We rounded out our fall season with 
decorating our lodge for the holiday season, Top Gun movie night and Pasta on the 3rd to benefit 
Childrenõs Therapy Services.  

Winter came and the Ladies were just warming up. Queue our annual Christmas Bazaar. Thanks to the 
many who shopped, this was our most successful bazaar yet. In January the Ladies came together to 
celebrate our rich and colorful 50 years of service to our lodge and our community. We were all blown 
away by the support we received!  

Once again, our pirate pop-up shop at our Gasparilla event was a hit! Ladies love a sparkle!! What a 
fantastic year we had! Our partying with a purpose benefits not only our charities, it also benefits our 
lodge. The Ladies were able to: keep up the breezeway, purchase a much needed freezer, assist with the 
kitchen clean up, donate to the American Legionõs Poppy Drive, participate at the Childrenõs Christmas 
Party, donate funds towards the awardõs dinner, installation, VP visit, participate in Friends of 708 and 
much more. It has been my honor to serve as the president of the Ladies once again. I am humbled by those 
who stepped up to help when extra hands where needed. Without you we would not have been able to 
achieve all that we did. See you around the lodge! 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

Crystal Johnson - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

Tommy Moore 3/6 - Kathy Hall 3/6 - Sandra Brantley 3/8  Ziggy Ziegler 3/13 - Francis Salter 3/24 

LOE Convention fundraiser ! 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH -  6PM 

NOT YOUR MAMAõS 

GRILLED CHEESE & 

TOMATO SOUP 

KRIS PIERCE WILL BE 
IN THE  HOUSE! 
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Grant Reports  

On February 6th, 2023, members from Tampa Elks Lodge 708 visited the Academy of the Names (AHN) 
Rowing Team at their riverfront home away from home at the Julian B. Lane Boathouse. The purpose of the 
visit was to see the facility and to deliver a $500.00 donation made as part of the Lodge's Gratitude 
Grant.  Our past interactions occurred when students from the Rowing Team assisted us in feeding the 
homeless at 7AM on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and then when they assisted us by wrapping hundreds 
of presents the week before Christmas during our toy distribution for the needy in our community. This is the 
first year we have partnered with the AHN Rowing Team, which is registered as a 501C3 charity. While there 
are some single rower competitions, their emphasis is on success through teamwork.     Rita Smith, ER  Tampa 
708 

TAMPA 708 DONATES $500  
TO A LOCAL ROWING TEAM  

Cancer Survivors wanted!   
Join Club Chivalry on the Walk!  

 
 
 
Relay for Life of Tampa  takes place April 28th at the Robinson High 
School Football field.  
 

It is a civic event but not a school event, so participants 
and  volunteers donôt have to go through the prescreening process..  
 

(Alcohol and guns are prohibited) 
 

The kickoff will be the Robinson drum team leading a survivor only lap at 7 PM  

Prior to kick off, a celebratory dinner is offered to cancer survivors and their caretakers who have 

signed up to join fundraising team. 
 

If you are a cancer survivor, we would love for you to join our team-Club Chivalry. Golf carts may 

be available if you prefer to ride the survivor lap. Caretakers join in on the 

second lap-and all participants start walking for a cute by the third lap.  
 

To join Club Chivalryôs Relay Team online do a search for Relay for Life of 

Tampa choose ñ Join this Relay then search for Club Chivalry and choose 

ñJoin this Teamñ or call 1-800-227-2345 then select menu option 2 and you 

will be assisted as you sign up. Be sure to choose survivor.  Iôll be watching 

for your name to pop up on the Team Roster.  
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Grants Report  

Tampa Elks Lodge had the honor of hosting The brotherhood Ride on January 22nd.  The 
cyclists, who are all first responders themselves, arrived at 5:20 escorted by motorcycle 
police with flashing lights, each wearing the helmet of their profession. It was an awesome 
sight to see them coming down Gandy boulevard.   
Objective number one was to get them and their support staff showered.  George Hilficker, 
driving a rented van, shuttled groups back and forth to Crunch Fitness on Dale 
Mabry.  Once that was accomplished, Jacquie LoCicero and the LOE set  about to feed the 
90 or so riders, support staff, visitors, and local Elk members. Overnighting with our guests 
was Tampa Elk Norman Benzing Jr, himself a 20+ year volunteer firefighter and ER Rita 
Smith.  Monday's breakfast was coordinated by Georgia Hilficker and after a small 
ceremony honoring a specific group of fallen first responders they formed a huddle and 
said their motto in unison..."God bless our fallen heroes".  That was followed by a second 
huddle where they all shouted "God bless the Tampa Elks".  By this time many local police 
officers, sheriff's department personnel, and motorcycle units had arrived to escort them 
out of Hillsborough county. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are not familiar with this ride please look them up at brotherhoodride.com. Their objective is to provide 
financial and emotional support to the families of Florida's fallen first responders.  They cycle 600 mi over an 
8-day period every year raising money and awareness.  This, the 2022 event, they were honoring the 85 first 
responders that passed in 2021. (The 2022 ride was postponed due to hurricane Ian.)        Laura Jones, Lodge Secretary 

ǃǞǃǃ 

Saturday 11th, Debbie Brennen, Joe LoCicero and I, delivered the donated 
items we collected from our members to New Beginnings of 
Tampa.  These donations consisted of over $ 1,000 was in clothing, 
person hygiene items, gift cards and bed linens. 

The veterans assisted us in offloading the donations and although 
Ian, the director of New Beginnings, was on vacation, he did called 
to thank us.  Thank you to all the committee and Elk members 
who donated and participated in the collection. 

Jose Remon, Veterans Committee Chairman 

Another Great Day for 708  

http://brotherhoodride.com/
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Grant Reports  

Club Chivalry embarked on an 11- hour field trip to the Florida Elks Youth 
Camp(FEYC) on February 16th, 2023. Joining the students on this trip were 
Elks Mike Volpe, Robert Maloney Jr, Melissa Bertoch, Caroline Hand 
(teacher and club sponsor and Rita Smith, ER. The bus was at the school a 
little early, so we were able to load the underneath luggage compartment 
before the students arrived. As they embarked, each student was handed a 

DAP bag with a Danish pastry, a plum, a granola bar, and a Rice Krispy treat, 2 napkins, a red 
ribbon, and a piece of candy inside. They also chose an apple or orange juice from the cooler at 
the front of the bus. The drive takes just over two hours, and during the drive the students 
were asked to fill out their order form for  dinner from Subway Sandwich shop. A brief stop 
was made on the way to drop off the orders, and we arrived at the camp at about 11:20. We 
were grateful when the bus stopped next to an open restroom facility at the camp. By 11:30  we 
were in place on the seats in the only ropes course shelter. There were three FEYC staff 
facilitators/instructors waiting for us. We had arrived with 29 students and a cooler full of 
water and juices.  
After initial instructions on what to expect and the importance of adhering to all safety 
instructions, the students were taken in one group to start working on low element teamwork. 
They were passing a large loop rope with the directions and instructions changing every few 
minutes. Then, they were divided into 3 groups, where they had to either run through a moving 
jump rope, balance on a long pivot platform, or reverse a tarp- all as a team of about 10. Each 
time one failed ð they all had to start over, so team strategy was on full display. After 20 
minutes or so, they were divided into two teams- and these team had to compete in a hilarious 
game involving jumping through  hula hoops and playing rock paper scissors with the goal of 
one whole team changing sides. It is hard to describe how this game worked, but it was 
certainly fun to play, and fun to watch. At 12:30 we walked to the dining pavilion and enjoyed a 
lunch consisting of a chicken breast sandwich, French fries, a salad a cookie, ice cream, along 
with a selection of ice water, grape drink or coffee. Not bad for only $7.00. 
We finished lunch and were back on the ropes course by 1:15. The students were again divided 
into two groups, and outfitted in harnesses and helmets.  It was time for the high elements! 
One group did an exercise in which they pulled a classmate into the air by using a pulley, then 
the classmate was released for a wild swinging ride through the sky.  They would be slowly 
lowered until they could be caught by the instructors on the ground, brought to an upright 
position and lowered some more until their feet were on the ground.  
The other group was climbing a pole tower that was at least 4 stories high, using rock wall 
pieces as climbing steps. When they got as high up as they dared to go- they rappelled back 
down. Most made it to the very top. This one took an incredible amount of upper body 
strength, so I am sure the kids were all sore the next day! After each student had completed 
their assigned teamwork, they switched activities so that everybody that wanted to give it a 
try did both of the high elements.  Now it was 4:00, and time to wash up, pose for one last 
picture, then hit the road. After a detour caused by a train at full stop, we picked up our dinner 
from Subway, This time each student got off the bus to fill their drinks- but they ate on the bus 
headed back to Tampa. The ride back was much quieter that the ride to camp. The students 
were tired! We arrived at the school just after dark at about 7:45.  The parents were waiting, so 
we unloaded the bus and called it a day. This was a field trip the students will remember for a 
long time, and hopefully they learned a bit about the value of teamwork and cooperation.    
Rita Smith, ER  

Club Chivalry Report 
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    Past Events and Festivities  
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Past Events and Festivities  
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Upcoming Events and Projects  


