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A Message:from &
your Exalted:Ruler, |§ I
Rita:Smith ‘

It was a good year.

This is my final article as youm$s
Exalted Ruler. | will spend the next month trying t

tie up loose ends, clean out my desk, and do Wfti I
can to make the transition as easy as possible] for
Wendy Hall, your next Exalted Ruler. Last Februa
Paul Del and, PER, c hal en
the Lodged final report
of the year is very hectic, and all your new officg
and chairs are trying to learn their new roles. We
a triple Lodge of Sorrow at our first meeting. Thg

|}

within the first month, when some of them had ne
before seen detailed lodge financial reports.
complete physical inventory must be performed, top

The new shed and bathroom projects from th
previous year were bro
first month. And we brought in some new ways
earn charity and remodeling funds. Despite thes
chall enges, Tampads EI
fundraising to put on a great hospitality room at tije
state convention for our members, and all of
Florida delegates, to enjoy.

| was honored to have been chosen as the Fe

in our first quarter required a lot of teamwork fro
the officers and members. In spite of all this fraterpp
activity, we never lost sight of the need for lodg
revenue. In April we had our first successful Quarfs
Aucti on of the year.
program, a Friday the 13th fundraiser for ENF, anq p

President Visitsd one visit to each lodge in o
District.. That is at least 2 per month from Jupg
through September. The
active with some new partners and held a 4th of
BBQ to raise funds. | attended the state conventio
Atlanta, where the vote was to add the Secretary §
Treasurer to the Board of Directors. We had
Christmas in July Party, complete with Elvis. |n
August , we hosted the Di
Wild West dinner and program.

Continued on pg 2
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Your 2022 _ -23 Committees _

Americanism- Richard Florance, PER (rhflorancelO@gmail.com) Chairman
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Chair Position Open, Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch
Communications Commando- Theresa Seibert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.cofn
Community Activities - Wendy Hall (nini336152@yahoo.com)

Drug Awareness- Vacant Post

ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com)

Elks Training - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)

Government Relations- Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com)
Harry Anna - Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com)

Hoop Shoot- Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com

Interlodge Visitation - Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com)

Lodge Activities - Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com)

LOE Liaison- Jacquie LoCicero (Pjlocicero@yahoo.com)

Orientation - Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com)

Soccer Shoot Mike Volpe (mvolpel980@gmail.com)

& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com)

Sports - Camden Lynn (CamdenlynnO7@msn.com)

Vet er ano sJoSdemon (poeeeemon@gmail.com)

Youth Activities - Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

vl
>

bhe¢9Y ¢KS | 620S 0O02YYAgSS OKFANER KI @S UF

MESSAGE FROM OUR ER...Continued from pg1

September had another | mprov Show, and the EI|HO
the State Presidentds Visit to the West Centingl
evacuation zone and shut down. Luckily, the storm turned east earlier that expected, and we suffergd|ont
minor damage. Late September and early October plans were affected, but things fell into place in g§nje f
an epic Hall oween party. The Veterands Commi [l e
Veterans Day Fundraiser. We had our second Quarter Auction of the year, and then | was proud my famil
agreed to prepare Thanksgiving for the membership this year, We served about 50 grateful gugs|s, |
December we held the annual El kés Memor i-attendesie|r]v
New Yeards Eve Party.

The fourth quarter kicked off New Year ds Day | Wi
Elk Scholars, but the biggest fundraiser of the yelne annual Gaspatrilla InvasionPafth ad ev er|yb
attention for the rest of the month. It was a spectacular paaylodge full of Florida Elks, a beautiful day,
bountiful food and excellent entertainment. February had our annual Chili Cook off, and elections. Aydrds
night this year was held in the middle of February too. In March we begin the peaceful transition, apd we
are | ooking forward to the Irish Dancers at tJHije

for the 20232024 Lodge year is set for March 25.

At the end of the yeathe most important questions are: Did membership increase? Did you leave a little
money for the next year? Did you support the two fraternal chadtiéarry Anna and ENF? If you can
answer yes to these 3 questidand we CAN answer yedt was a good yealr
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Welcome: Qun Newest EIK.Members:crs
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MarchiElkl Recognitions: s
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Elk of the Monthd Sandra Lake has been an Elk for 12 years now. Si
in the Lodge almost every Tuesday night, where she has brought us
members and practices with the Improv Group. This year, the Imp
Show was held twice. This show is almost no work for the Lodge,

Bylaws Committee, and served as a judge on the Americanism
Contest. Last month, Sandra was the-€wir of our very successful Pe
Show. She is so funny on the microphone that some people stayed t
very end just to enjoy her comments. Congratulate Sandra on being
March Elk of the Month

zWW_8CY zW A]J]C sztsAG66 _C 69fCtt t
Officer of the Monthd Debbie Brennan is one of our newest office
She is very good at her job of Esquire, faithfully performing her du.
There have been some long meetings, but she stands guard throug
She also serves as the Secretal
their activities. Debbie works bingo every other week, works as
server on Thursdays, and just accepted an appointment to the
Committee. By her second meeting, you could tell she was investe 4l
the role and was reading the HC manual. Debbie has earned her spgg=
the March Officer of the Month.
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Supporting Reports

J Executive Board
Ladles 0f ll\e Elks: Jacquie LoCicerePresident
ShelagbombarcigRLPVicdresiden
As our year ends and we gear up for a new Y crystal Johns®ecretary
with new adventures, | look back and beam wif Laura Jondseasurer
pride at all the Ladies accomplished. Our y€ Suzanne MaereeChaplain
started in celebration of our 50th anniversary. W Tracy HorrelsRe-Parliameritan
took that momentum and ran into May withou
looking back with a Kentucky Derby Horserace. The summer months were not a time to bask in th

when there was stildl work to be done. The L
al ways popul ar Low Country Boil was better
Convention in Daytona Beach where it was my

Therapy Services. This was a culmination of hard work and dedication.

At the FLOE convention, the Ladies were honored to be recognized as having made the second
donation in the state of all the Ladies organizations for ZI2P. We rounded out our fall season with
decorating our lodge for the holiday season, Top Gun movie night and Pasta on the 3rd to |
Chil drends Therapy Services.

Winter came and the Ladies were just warming up. Queue our annual Christmas Bazaar. Thanks
many who shopped, this was our most successful bazaar yet. In January the Ladies came togg¢
celebrate our rich and colorful 50 years of service to our lodge and our community. We were all
away by the support we received!

Once again, our pirate pegp shop at our Gasparilla event was a hit! Ladies love a sparkle!! Wh

fantastic year we had! Our partying with a purpose benefits not only our charities, it also benefitg
wjth

lodge. The Ladies were able to: keep up the breezeway, purchase a much needed freezer, assist
kitchen c¢clean up, donate to the American Leg
Party, donate funds towards the awardds dinn

much more. It has been my honor to serve as the president of the Ladies once again. | am humbled
who stepped up to help when extra hands where needed. Without you we would not have been a
achieve all that we did. See you around the lodge!

MARCH LOE BIRTHDAYS
Tommy Moore 3/6 Kathy Hall 3/6- Sandra Brantley 3/8 Ziggy Ziegler 3/E8ancis Salter 3/24
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SAVE THE DATES

TFOUR

HOUSF COMMITTEE LOE Convention fundraiser !
ENVITES YOU TO

THURSDAY, APRIL3TH - 6PM
NOT YOUR MAMAS
7~ GRILLED CHEESR.
<) TOMATO SOUP

KRIS PIERCE WILL BE
IN THE HOUSE!

FEASTER ®BRUNCH
2PRIL €TH
2z:20AAM TO 2PM
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GrantiReportsis

® _® TAVPAYOBIDONATES $500 S
TO A\LOCAL ROWING TEAM

On February 6th, 2023, members from Tampa Elks Lodge 708 visited the Academy of the Names
Rowing Team at their riverfront home away from home at the Julian B. Lane Boathouse. The purpog
visit was to see the facility and to deliver a $500.00 donation made as part of the Lodge's Gr
Grant. Our past interactions occurred when students from the Rowing Team assisted us in feedir

AH
e |of |

homeless at 7AM on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and then when they assisted us by wrapping h

MES

htjtud
g] the
dre

of presents the week before Christmas during our toy distribution for the needy in our community. This}ig the
first year we have partnered with the AHN Rowing Team, which is registered as a 501C3 charity. Whil
are some single rower competitions, their emphasis is on success through teamRekSmith, ER Tamp
708

her

4 o Cancer Survivors wanted!
v Join Club Chivalry on the Walk!
RELAY
FORLIFE® Rel ay for LtéakesfpflTampaApr i l 28t h
School Football field
I't is a civic event but not a sch
andolunteterladent o go through the
(Al cohgunanare prohibited)
The kickoff wildl be theaResbiwsvoor doomimytlkeam &ae
Prior to kick off, a celebratory dinner is of
sigmunuedto join fundraising team.
I f you are a cancer survivor, wd uwo LIhGovllafd vea If
be available if you prefer to ride the <curwvi

secon@dnldamal | participants start wal

To join ClagubReOhaywaTeagm online do a L
Tampa chboisem this Relay then sear chi®
i oi n t hioxy TcAdDM 2-2345 then select mef, .
will be assisted as you signdlupbe Belf =
for your name to pop up on the Team
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GrantssReportr(

Another Great Day for 708

Saturday 1, Debbie Brennen, Joe LoCicero and I, delivered the do
items we collected from our members to New Beginnings |y
Tampa. These donations consisted of over $ 1,000 was in clot P —-—
person hyglene |tems gift cards and bed linens. SIS Newbeginningsof Tampa.co

The veterans assisted us in offloading the donations and alth(»LEh
lan, the director of New Beginnings, was on vacation, he did call

to thank us. Thank you to all the committee and Elk membdr{
. who donated and participated in the collection.

Jose Remon, Veterans Committee Chairnjah

BrotherhO’fDd Nl

Tampa Elks Lodge had the honor of hostlng The brotherhood Ride on JanuaryT2ing
cyclists, who are all first responders themselves, arrived at 5:20 escorted by motd
police with flashing lights, each wearing the helmet of their profession. It was an awegz”
sight to see them coming down Gandy boulevard.

Objective number one was to get them and their support staff show&edrge Hilficker,
driving a rented van, shuttled groups back and forth to Crunch Fitness on
Mabry. Once that was accomplished, Jacquie LoCicero and the LO&bseit to feed the
90 or so riders, support staff, visitors, and local Elk memeestnighting with our guests
was Tampa Elk Norman Benzing Jr, himself a 20+ year volunteer firefighter and El
Smith. Monday's breakfast was coordinated by Georgia Hilficker and after a s
ceremony honoring a specific group of fallen first responders they formed a huddl
said their motto in unison..."God bless our fallen hero€kat was followed by a secon
huddle where they all shouted "God bless the Tampa Higsthis time many local policg
officers, sheriff's department personnel, and motorcycle units had arrived to escort
out of Hlllsborough county.

If you are not familiar with this ride please look them uptherhoodride.comTheir objective is to providg
financial and emotional support to the families of Florida's fallen first respondéesy cycle 600 mi over a
8-day period every year raising money and awarendss, the 2022 event, they were honoring the 85 ﬂﬁ;

—

responders that passed in 202Ih¢ 2022 ride was postponed due to hyrricanelaa Jones, Lodge Secret



http://brotherhoodride.com/
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GrantiReportsis

Club Chivalry ‘Report

Club Chivalry embarked on anhbur field trip to the Florida Elks Youth

Camp(FEYC) on February 162023. Joining the students on this trip wer. Sl
Elks Mike Volpe, Robert Maloney Jr, Melissa Bertoch, Caroline H T»
(teacher and club sponsor and Rita Smith, ER. The bus was at the sch="g~
little early, so we were able to load the underneath luggage compartq =) %
before the students arrived. As they embarked, each student was hange., 8 &

ribbon, and a piece of candy inside. They also chose an apple or orange juice from the
the front of the bus. The drive takes just over two hours, and during the drive the st
were asked to fill out their order form for dinner from Subway Sandwich shop. A brie
was made on the way to drop off the orders, and we arrived at the camp at about 11
were grateful when the bus stopped next to an open restroom facility at the camp. By 1 :
were in place on the seats in the only ropes course shelter. There were three FEYEE
facilitators/instructors waiting for us. We had arrived with 29 students and a cooler ful- -~
water and juices.

After initial instructions on what to expect and the importance of adhering to all sa
instructions, the students were taken in one group to start working on low element team
They were passing a large loop rope with the directions and instructions changing ev
minutes. Then, they were divided into 3 groups, where they had to either run through a
jump rope, balance on a long pivot platform, or reverse a alirps a team of about 10. Ea
time one failed they all had to start over, so team strategy was on full display. Afte|
minutes or so, they were divided into two tearasd these team had to compete in a hilario =&
game involving jumping through hula hoops and playing rock paper scissors with the g
one whole team changing sides. It is hard to describe how this game worked, but i
certainly fun to play, and fun to watch. At 12:30 we walked to the dining pavilion and enjo
lunch consisting of a chicken breast sandwich, French fries, a salad a cookie, ice crea
with a selection of ice water, grape drink or coffee. Not bad for only $7.00.

We finished lunch and were back on the ropes course by 1:15. The students were againg
into two groups, and outfitted in harnesses and helmets. It was time for the high elen
One group did an exercise in which they pulled a classmate into the air by using a pulle
the classmate was released for a wild swinging ride through the sky. They would be
lowered until they could be caught by the instructors on the ground, brought to an up
position and lowered some more until their feet were on the ground.

The other group was climbing a pole tower that was at least 4 stories high, using roc
pieces as climbing steps. When they got as high up as they daredttegoappelled back
down. Most made it to the very top. This one took an incredible amount of upper §
strength, so | am sure the kids were all sore the next day! After each student had co
their assigned teamwork, they switched activities so that everybody that wanted to give
try did both of the high elements. Now it was 4:00, and time to wash up, pose for on
picture, then hit the road. After a detour caused by a train at full stop, we picked up our d

headed back to Tampa. The ride back was much quieter that the ride to camp. The st
were tired! We arrived at the school just after dark at about 7:45. The parents were wait
we unloaded the bus and called it a day. This was a field trip the students will remembe
long time, and hopefully they learned a bit about the value of teamwork and coope
Rita Smith, ER
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Past Events andFestivitiesi¢s

Thank you to the . &
2023 Gasparilla Crew %

Our sincere thanks to all who extended typical Tampa #708 hospitality in making a very fun day for the
guests who attended our 22nd annual Gasparilla Boat Parade Party. While this was one of the coolest event
days on record the entire day was very successful.

A special thanks to the volunteers of this year’s Gasparilla event which included eight Past Exalted Rulers of
Tampa Lodge #708 and five PERs from other Lodges:

FROM TAMPA: Frank Palladini, PSP; Steve Harmon, PER, PDD; Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, PLP; Richard
Florence, PER; Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP; Paul Deland, PER; Dee Cisneros, PER; Chris Miles, PER

FROM OTHER LODGES: Rudy Masi, PSP of St. Petersburg, FL; Jeanne Reinhart, PDD of Largo, FL;
Tony Fratello, PDD of Tarpon Springs, FL; Tom Moran, PDD of New Port Richey, FL; Michelle Clayton,
PER of Hampton, VA

Those other members and non-Elks who graciously volunteered their time and efforts before, during and
after the event are deeply appreciated and include (forgive us if we missed anyone):

o Rita Smith, ER, PLP e Mike Sexton e Sharon Dobson

e Sue Moore, PLP e Wendy Hall e Susie Harlow, PLP
e Tommy Moore o Edie Hanley e Betty Orcutt, PLP
e Laura Jones e Crystal Johnson e Jake Slater

e Jacquie LoCicero, PLP e Bob Orcutt e Bonnie Atwood

¢ Elma Kelly e Robert Jacobowski o Kathy Hall

e Jack Slate e George Hilficker e Jon Leehr

e Jessica Hood e Georgia Hilficker e Seth Osborne

¢ Kim Van Walker e Debbie Brennen ¢ Delana Cofffman
e April Holtzman e Mary Sperios e Dave Replogle

¢ Debbie Palladini e Doug Grant e Jose Ramon

¢ Rose DuRant e Tommy Miller e Mike Sexton

e Sue Scotti o Ed Palladini e Nina Carroll

e Joe Saker e Vicky Feuver e Yanett Sabat

e Deb Ogston e Joe Dobson

Again, our very sincere thanks to all for a job well done!
Frank J. Palladini, LM, PER, PSC, PVP, PDD, PSP, PGLC, PGLESQ
Gasparilla Chairman

Paul DeLand, PER, SC
Gasparilla Vice-Chairman
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QUEEN oF HEARTS




