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9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŦƛŎƪŜǊ 

ƎŜƻǊƎƛŀƘƛƭŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀ ²Ŝō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ - ¢ŀƳǇŀŜƭƪǎΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ƭǳō IƻǳǊǎΥ  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 

ñOpen Early for Bucs Gamesò 
 

[ƻŘƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ 
 

ǘŀƳǇŀтлуǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

 

A Message from 
your Exalted Ruler,  

Rita Smith 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

A chance to refresh, try new things, make resolutions 
that sound good but are hard to keep. Here is an easy 
one- How about resolving to visit your Lodge at least 
once a month? There are too many names on our 
membership roster that I canõt put a face to. Please come 
through that door so we can start or renew our 
acquaintance. You donõt have to order alcohol to be 
social. The bar offers several choices of non-alcoholic 
beverages besides Coke. If you are not getting current 
information on the happenings, please feel free to email 
MQuire@Tampabay.rr.com and ask to be put on the list 
for a Monday reminder of the week to come. 

We have games and other activities several nights a 
week, and some kind of food is available most nights. 
Come see what Thrift Store Team Trivia is all about on 
the 18th ð you donõt need to bring a team, we have them 
available! 

Did you join for an opportunity to give back to your 
community? Join us on January 3rd to pop in on the 
Veterans meeting, then stay to sort clothing alongside 
the Elk Scholars for Hurricane Ian victims in Pine Island 
Center. 

Are you a sports fan? We have tailgates on New Years 
Day, on January 7th, and whenever the Bucs are playing 
in the playoffs( Iõm an optimist) We also air all the 
Lightning Games. 

A music fan? You can sit and listen to live music most 
Fridays, and on Saturday the 7th we have our ever-
popular Birthday Bash with Karaoke. We have a new 
Jukebox, and the bartenders can always ramp up, or 
tone down, the volume to suit the majority. 

The month of January ends with our huge Gasparilla 
Invasion Party. We will be hosting Elks from many 
different Lodges, it a great time to lend a hand to your 
Lodge or to spend the day as a tourist. Or maybe a little 
of both! Sometimes, charity has to begin at home. We 
count on the proceeds from this event to help fund all of 
our end of the Lodge yearõs final moments ð from the 
free membership dinner & awards night, to new shirts, 
jackets and name tags  for new incoming officers, to the 
big Installation of Officers Celebration. 

I will be looking for YOU at YOUR Lodge! 
In your service , Rita Smith, ER 
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Your  2022 -23  Committees  
Americanism - Richard Florance, PER (rhflorance10@gmail.com) Chairman 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Chair Position Open, Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch 
Communications  Commando - Theresa Seibert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.com) 
Community Activities  - Wendy Hall (nini336152@yahoo.com ) 
Drug Awareness - Jason Brown (CFdad1205@gmail.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Elks Training  - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Government Relations - Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com) 
Harry Anna - Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com 
Interlodge Visitation - Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com) 
Lodge Activities - Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Jacquie LoCicero (Pjlocicero@yahoo.com) 
Orientation - Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Mike Volpe (mvolpe1980@gmail.com)  
& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com) 
Sports - Camden Lynn (Camdenlynn07@msn.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Jose Remon (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
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October Elk Recognitions  
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members  
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It was a year ago that Tristan was asked and accepted the task of procuring the 
weekly music for our Lodge. Having done that for the previous 3 months, I 
knew that that was a BIG ASK. Tristan has brought us new talent, with very few 
misses. Her latest contribution-Dueling Pianos ï is an example of her talent at 
matching the music to the occasion. She was able to negotiate a great rate for us, 
too. She has also spent a Friday night cooking a meal alongside her sister. Last 
year, when I noted that running the cookoff meant I couldnôt be out front, I 
asked Tristan to run the Super bowl Chili Cook Off for 2023, and I am thankful 
she is following through on that commitment. 

Doug has been my ride or die this year. I asked Doug to be on the House 
Committee last year ï but he ran for Trustee to learn the business end of our 
Lodge. He is now well versed in areas like budget and inventory and understands 
the statutory requirements of his position. He is also my go to when my physical 
limitations get in my way ï especially in the food service area. Events like 
Christmas in July, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and the ER Christmas party would 
not have been nearly as successful without his help, and sometimes his 
intervention, in the kitchen. He now knows both the kitchen and the business 
better than most, and he has faithfully served the lodge this year. 
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¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ [h9 /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ŀȊŀŀǊΦ 
[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

.ŀȊŀŀǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƎƛƊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƘƻǇǇŜŘ ǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ǇŜǊŦǳƳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳũ ǘƘƻǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΗ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΣ ǿŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ DŀǎǇǊƛƭƭŀ tǊƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ DŀǎǇǊƛƭƭŀ ǿǊŜŀǘƘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [h9 ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘΦ ! ǎƛƎƴǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [h9 ōƻŀǊŘΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀƭƭκǘŜȄǘ ƳŜΦ  
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DŀǎǇǊƛƭƭŀΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [h9 ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ DŀǎǇǊƛƭƭŀ ŜȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǧƻƻ ōƻƻǘƘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŬǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩŘŦǎ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ {ǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘŀǧƻƻ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  

hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мпǘƘ ŀǘ ммΥолŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hǳǊ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [h9 ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀƭƭκǘŜȄǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ умо-нпр-спруΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  

 

wƻōŜǊǘ .ƻǊŘƻƴŀǊƻ- мκо      wŀȅƳƻƴŘ IǳũƳŀƴ- мκмм 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

Crystal Johnson - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

OUT WITH THEż.IN WITH THE 

On a quiet Friday night in November at the lodge, with only 120+ members 
and guests in attendance, our freezer POOPED OUT ON US! Could it have 
happened at a more inconvenient time? Could it have ran just one more day so 
that we didnõt have to deal with it on a night that we had guests? NOPE! That 
freezer had a mind of its own and that was that. Knowing that a freezer is 
vital to the running of the kitchen, your LOE stepped up and purchased a new freezer for our lodge. It was 
delivered, installed and Iõm sure already full, in December. Thank you to Tommy Moore who waited with 
me for the delivery men. Also, a BIG thank you to all the LOE members who were at our December meeting 
who did not hesitate to move quickly on the purchase of a new freezer. 

Jacquie LoCicero, PL 
 

As the Kitchen Lead Iõd like to thank the LOE for getting us a freezer and for doing it so quickly.  I canõt tell 
you how badly it was needed!!               Thank you, Thank you, Thank you,  Georgia Hilficker 

Your competition isnôt other people. 
Your competition is your procrastination. Your ego. The unhealthy food youôre 
consuming, the knowledge you neglect. The negative behavior youôre nurturing & your 
lack of creativity.     
Compete against that. 
ñWhatever you do work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.ò Colossians 3:23 
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Grant Reports  

 

Club Chivalry Report 
On December 5th the Lodge sponsored the Christmas party 
for Club Chivalry. Normally, there is no food or drinks 
allowed in the Auditorium, but Robinson High School made 
an exception for us that day. We began the meeting handing 
out pizza,  This was multipurpose, since now the studentsõ 
hands were busy, they couldnõt hold their cell phones. Our 

guest speaker, fellow Elk Dr Kristina Chowning,  began as soon as they were all 
seated. Kristina Chowning is the volunteer lead for Relay for Life of Tampa next 
spring. She teaches Avid at Coleman Middle School this year, but she was the 
founding force behind Club Chivalry when she worked at Robinson. The Relay will be 
at Robinson on April 28th from 6 PM to 5 AM. Her main goal that Monday was to get 
the students knowledgeable and enthusiastic about the Club Chivalry Relay 4 Life 
Team. She did such a good job, that we now have 13 students on the team. Each of 
these students need to raise $100 in donations to the American Cancer Society to 
earn a T shirt and the privilege of staying past 11 PM. I canõt use grant money for 
this, so expect to hear more ð a lot more- about the need for our Elk members to 
sponsor these students.   
Kristina did not limit herself to just one topic- she explained the origins of the Club to 
the students and gave a lot of credit to the Elks for their support over the years. She 
then moved on to talk about the Florida Elks Youth Camp. We plan to take Club 
Chivalry to the camp this February to do some teambuilding on the ropes course. By 
the time Kristina was finished, there was palpable enthusiasm in the room. But, alas, 
she had to leave them wanting to hear more as it was time for our final event of the 
meeting - handing out the Christmas gifts. We gave the Club Officers the privilege of 
handing out the gifts. Each student received a Drug Awareness labeled bag containing 
a packet of hot chocolate, a candy filled plastic candy cane, a DAP brochure on the 
dangers of smoking and another on binge drinking, and a long-sleeved T shirt with the 
Club Chivalry logo in it.   
Our next meeting is scheduled for January 23rd.  It is the Club photo day, so all 
volunteers should wear their t-shirts and get in the photo with the Club. You are 
never too old to appear in a high school yearbook!  
Rita Smith, ER    Project Manager 

.  

organization.
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Grants Report  

ENF Scholarship Judging 
2022-2023 

 

We are at the next step in the judging period for the ENF Scholarship applications for this year.  Mid 
November was the end of the enrollment period and the following 6 applicants have moved to the next 
level of judging 

The 6 applicants moving forward are: 
 

Ephraim Jones - Cambridge Christian School Tejas Raxwell - Carrollwood Day School 

Samuel Terry - Brooks De Bartalo Isabella Socci - King High School 

Lauryn Tanner - Leto High School Lilliana Molena - Leto High School 

Veterans Committee Report 

On the chilly morning of December 17, 2022 five members of the Tampa 
Lodge Veteranõs Committee hosted nine Veterans from New Beginnings for 
the third outdoor outing covered by the Freedom Grant we received in 
May. We met up for a leisurely breakfast at Pachõs Pace at the Tahitian Inn. 
We had prearranged for outdoor seating to minimize risk of any of the 
current viruses causing havoc. The Elks spaced ourselves out among the 
Veterans, giving us more opportunity to truly socialize and get to know 
them. The food was good, the service was about as expected on a busy 
Sunday morning, but the company was exceptional. We had exactly the 5 
Elks required by the grant ð Jose Remon, Chair, Debbie Brennon, Secretary, 
Kathy Hall, Joe LoCicero, and me. 

After breakfast, the Elks and their guests headed to American Legion Post 5 
Cemetery for the Wreaths Across America ceremony scheduled to begin at 
noon. Upon arrival , it was apparent that the gates to parking were opened 
earlier that the expected 11:30 time, but once we were all parked and 
assembled, we were pleased to see that the Cemetery Corporationõs officers 
ð Alyse Duffy, President, Bonnie Obrien. Secretary, and Barbara Fuerst, 
Treasurer had arranged for us to have reserved front row seats. The Post 
put on a very moving 20-minute ceremony, featuring the JRPTC from 
Jefferson High posting the colors, a number of speakers, the Laying of 
Wreaths for each branch of the service, and a three gun salute interspersed 
with a few appropriate songs. Each attendant was invited to lay a wreath, 
while saying the name of the interred aloud and reflecting on the cost of 
freedom. Following the ceremony, box lunches donated from Mission BBQ 
were available in the Social Quarters. The Veterans that had been seated at 
my table ð Marshal, Sutton and Herman,- all proclaimed that they had truly 
enjoyed the ceremony.    Rita Smith, ER 
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Past Events and Festivities  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǝƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ млǘƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀǝŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 9ƭƪǎΦ L ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǝƳŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳŜƭƛƴƎ tƛŀƴƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ aŜƭŜ ŀƴŘ WǳǎǝƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ŦǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƻ ¢Ǌƛǎǘŀƴ wŜƛōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ 
ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇΣ ōǳǘ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƭŀŘŜƴ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ ǘŀōƭŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜƘƻƭŘΗ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪΣ t9wΣ  /ƘǊƛǎǝŜƴ 9ƭƪƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ¢ƻƳƳȅ 
aƻƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ DǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΗ   wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ 9w 
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