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A Message

From your
ExaltedrRuler,
Wendy Hall

A month of

recollection
preparation. Sunday, December 3rd at 11:30ar
will hold our time of recollection on Elks MemoriI
Day as we remember those Elks who have le

this past year.

We celebrate with the Adult Christmas party

celebration,

ard
| we

1
11

us

the Lodge bulletin board with details. Plea
consider volunteering for this wonderful event.

Our New Years Eve event is being planned
Georgia Hilficker. Tickets available at the bar.
dondt want to miss t
Murder Mystery and huge delicious buffet plann
for your enjoyment. There will be 100 tickets s
for this event and the lodge will be open to ticke
guests only from 6pm to 12:15pm when the |
will open to the membership.

Looking forward to one of our largest Lodge fu
raisers, the Gasparilla Boat Invasion Party, is sl
for Saturday, -faadsandec
for this daylong celebration with lots of voluntee
needed. This is the time to show off your pir
gear.

Above all else | hope you will look to your felld
Elks with the fellowship caring and kindly
thoughts and deeds our obligation instills in
lives. | wish for you and your family a beautiful
blessed Holiday Season!

i

December 9th at 6:30. Please bring a $10 gift if you
would like to participate in the white elephant gi
exchange. The Lodge will provide herbed p 1k
roast prepared by Georgia Hilficker. Each attendi¢e
pl ease bring a side d i
signup sheet on the Lodge bulletin board. Plegse
{ join us for a fun festive evening with great food qid
friends and | earn whe|]
suspects drawing.
The Chil drends Chri s|gfm
December 16th. There is a signup sheet and flygf on

Fv
Dy




Your 2023 -24 Committee Chairs. .

Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com)
Americanism- Norman Benzing, Chairman (norkam@rtcol.com)
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chairman (missbertoch@gmail.com)f
Drug Awareness- Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com)
ENF Fundraising- Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
ENF Grants- Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
Government Relations- Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Hoop Shoot- Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
LOE Liaison- Paul DeLand (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com))
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
Public Relations Committee- Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com)
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com)
Soccer Shoot Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)
Vet er an 0 s Jog koCicarog @hairman

Jose Remon, CGhair (joseremon@gmail.com)
Will & Bequests - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com)

TAMNPA ZFEE
MMARLIES FOR
QUR VETERANS

On November 11th
Committee and volunteers participat
i n the 2023 annua
Joe LoCicero, Wendy Hall, ER, Shelagh Gombarcik,
PER, Janet Hill, Evelyn Hemingway, Kim Van WalkEss

and Jose Remon marched §
was a hot day as the marchers threw candy to [
parade goers, but the parade was well attended
everyone had a good time.

Thanks to Paul DeLand, PER, and Michele Remo
driving everyone back to their cars.
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Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, PLP, is a woman of many talents. She is always willing
lend a helping hand whenever and wherever needed in the Lodge. We are mg
fortunate to have the talents of Shelagh available to our Lodge. She cooks t
Thursday night meals and a Friday night meal each month. In addition she is th
Queen of decorating. Each year sees her involvement in State Convention, Gaspa
and many other events throughout the year. Thank this lady for her efforts.

zWW_8CYT zW A]C §7tA4].° AhBCY
A member for 52 years, Rick Schneider was ER in 1987 and has continued his st
involvement in the Lodge ever since. He has held almost every post in our Lodge at
time or another and currently serves as Secretary, a huge and important job.
consistently supports our Lodge and our officers with a strong voice of experien
Greet Rick with a thank you when you see him at the Lodge.
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Supporting Reports

Lﬁdies 0f :Ijl\e Elks: Executive Board

Jacquie LoCicerePresident

i . .. 4 ShelaghombarcHgRLPVicéreside
2023 is almost gone...can you believe it? april Holtzmaecretary

) . . Laura Jon@seasurer
Well your LOE is still at work getting ready Suzanne MageeChaplain

for Gasparilla and our annual Pop Up Shq Tracy Horrelire-Parliameritn
Lots of fun stuff will be up for sale this year so bring your
cash and be ready enhance your pirate gear.

Hope everyone enjoyed our Holiday Bazaag|r
give you an idea of how it went. However, we worked hard to put together an assortmgpt
great gift items and | would love to hear your opinions and suggestions for next year.

|l 6d |I'i ke to take this opportunity to thpt
| appreciate you efforts,

=

December Birthdays
Carolyn Miller 12/22 Shelagh Gombarcik 12/24

Elks The Great Heart

National

Foundation ()fifill((1()111

ENF is good to you, and good for you! Can you be good to it?

ENF is the acronym for the EI ks Nat iWde drust Acoount] ¢l a
that gives back to us much more than we give to it. This year, we will receive $12,000 from ENF justjif gt
money to help our community. That money is used to feed the homeless, buy school supplies, T shirt$ find
of snacks for Club Chivalry students, take Veterans experiencing homelessness to the zoo, buy gift cafd

S
homeless have amas, reward teachers and students that show up to class in a low income neighborhooﬁ, a
some is even donated to other organizations that do great work right here in Tampa. Every penny is|sper

our community not overseas, not in Harleroyt right here in Tamm@aking lives better for some of our needigr
neighbors!

Other programs funded by ENF include the Drug Awareness Program, the Hoop Shoot, abanjt 5

scholarships, and putting staff and money in every VA facility in the country. They also contributgd]ov
600,000 to the State of Florida charities | as y
Can you please donate $10 or more to ENF before the end of the year? You can drop a check made|ojt t
with either Lodge Secretary Rick Schneider, PER, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, or me. You can hand mg |cas
I will convert it to a money order for you. or you can donate online at thisMimk: Donation Will Help Build
Stronger Communities!Elks National Foundation

Rita Smith,PER
FSEA Elks Fundraising Chair



https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20114b?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=77D7367C7EABE0C868993358564090B4
https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20114b?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=77D7367C7EABE0C868993358564090B4
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GrantiReportst«

Club Chivalry is Gaining Traction

We started the meeting with Carolyn Miller handing out raffle
¢ tickets. We raffle off 2 $25 Gift Cards each Meeidngne at first bell
£, to encourage the students to arrive on time, and one at last bell
they stay until the end. Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, PLP and Tom
Moore distributed the beverages we had brought, Betty Orcutt
Bonnie Atwood, and Elma Kelly covered the chips and cookies. And Robert Malg
tallied the election results.

This yearods Officers were all el

Presiden® Jordon, an Tigrader( pictured here with Tommy Moore)

Vice Presidend Miah 8 Another 11 Grader

JaiderdA 9" grader is the Secretary

Markeriad Another 9" grader is our Public Relations

We were a little surprised by the Low attendance. Ms. Morman, the Vice Princi I;j
explained that since there were so marly gaders in the club this year, the , 1] .
probably didndét know they had to hav=
Even with low attendance, we had a good meeting with team building games

one |z

yeards Club T shirts. More than
Morman how they could join.
Club Chivalry is considered a desirable chdven if it is mostly for refreshments!

Rita Smith, PER, Club Chairman

Florida Elks & Grand Lodge Still Have-Scholarships
Open for High S¢hool-Seniors Until January 12

The Hope Scholarshigs offered to Florida Students Only. This scholarship counts community service, sghoo
activities and citizenship as even more important than academics. Indfgou do not qualify if your
unweighted GPA is over 3.59, but it does need to be at least 2.30. You must be an American citizen,|and
must be a high school senior unless you are applying for law enforcement, fire, or corrections dt¢emlens
no affiliation with the Elks required to earn a s&edtarshiplld there is no restriction on the use of t?ft

ion
S

scholarship other than you enroll in an American college or university, an accredited technical or vo
program, or a first responde-1$30900arbesafdpdicatipn opeded dug
1st anctloses January. ¥aih can find this application &t Valentine Bates Memorial Hope Scholarships (floridaelks.org)

Through February 4": Elks National Foundation still has a $4000 scholarship open that is reserved f
children and grandchildren of Elks. This is theLegacyScholarship,and at least 15 will be awarded in t
State of Florida. Last year we received 27 in this state. The sponsoring Elk must have been a menffer |
years but does not have to live in the same state as the scholar. Each state has a different quota depgpdir
the number of Elks residing in the statelt is also a very competitive scholarship. These scholarglfip

applications are graded on Academics, Charity, Community Service, and Integrity. Recipients will be rgquire
to serve the community with an Elks Lodge at least once a year. ApplysatAwards (elks.org)

Unfortunately,the MVS scholarshiphas closed, and your Lodge scholarship committee is busy grading fiem
If eligible, students should apply for both the MVS and the Legacy scholarships.

Contact me for help or more information. Rita Smith, PER

Did you know you can designate where your donations to ENF are used?
Pl ease consider joining ENF&s Fidel]|]t



https://www.floridaelks.org/hope-scholarship
https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/Legacy.cfm#HowDoIApply
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For about 8 years now, Tampa Elks Lodge has used the Beacon grant to provide
holiday meal for the homeless at open Arms Ministry, a division of Hyde Park
Methodist Church. Originally, Courtney Weil took charge of the Kitchen at the Church,
we fed 200 to 300 men, women, and children the Sunday before Thanksgiving. That po
dwindled greatly during Covid, as some were moved across the county into shelters an
did not survive. This year, we were told to exg

All of the food was prepared at your Elks Lodge, The shopping was started over a week in advance
cooking starting on Thursday, when the 55 pounds of boneless breasts were cooked. On Saturday

Douglas Grant, Steve Kraft, Jeremy Elkins, Ruth Levin and Norm Jones showed up to help prep the di
had everything but the gravy oven ready and in the walk=in by the time we left about 4. Then on Su
AM, Doug Grant and | were back in the kitchen making gravy and running everything through the oven.
times varied, but at exactly 10:30 we had the cars loaded and headed to the church. Upon our arrival at t

from her rowing team from the Academy of the Holy Names showed up to help us again this year. E
Vol pe, Richelle Nickle, young Jacob, Sue Daws g

Each of the guests was treated to Roasted Turkey Breast, Dressing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, G

Cream. It was much more food than they are to used to getting at one meal, and the line for seconds, wh
was very short. Fruit was also offered to the guests, it is purchased weekly by a parishioner who is a pe
The coolers were loaded back into the cars, the Elk aprons gathered up, a leftover pie snagged, and we
at the lodge about 12:3\nd | was home fast asleep before 2!

I |l ove working with Open Arms Ministry. Their

Casserole, Candied Yams, Corn, Cranberry Sauce, a Roll with Butter and a slice of Pumpkin Pie with(HVhi

first started, . OWe dondt preach Godos taSmith, PERYe

a)
al
c

we were greeted by Tampa Elks Kim Van Walker and Michael Volpe. Our friend Susan Brandise and a dgjze!
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Past Events andProjects:(«

MEMOIRS FROM OUR HAUNTER LORGE
HALLOWEEN PARTY!

Summoning all thrilseekers and mischiefiakers!!

entered through the moody Red Room Foyer, they were greeted by a -cnatEm
chandelier courtesy of April Holtzman. The "Stretching Portrait" Bar offered a u
experience complete with a fire runway for ghosts who like to GET LIT! Our
newest members, Early Scrubs and E.A.T. Crowe, a.k.a the hitchhiking ghost
players, kept a watchful eye from the BPOE train.
The Portrait Parlour transformed into a spooky haven for both nibbles and the
cour s e, paying homage to past LOEeéfrTr
pitstop on the way to the dance floor, allowed guests to pay their respects to
members. They were encouraged to snap pictures, and maybe, just maybe, @
surprise ghosts (or guests) in them! One such apparition, Constance Hatchawag®
ghost bride, made a special appearance over the Séance Round Table.

A round of applause to all the costume contest winners, especially Ruth and
who stole the spotlight winning the couples category as the Dill and the Doe. Kudg
the committee whose hard work and creativity made this spooktacular night poss
We'll see you at next year's Halloween extravagahitgpromises to be a haunting|
good time! Tristan Reiber, Halloween Committg
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Past Events andProjects:(«

A rousing night of great food, a fun crowd and The Godfather himself was held Saturday, Novgmb
11th. Joe Beddia (Godfather) had the crowd laughing and applauding with gusto. Several |n t
crowd ended up drawn into Joedbs web of conl¢d

The evening was kicked off by a fine Italian meal prepared by Jacquie LoCicero and her crew.| |t w
delicious and fit the evening perfectly.

From impersonations, to musical interludes, jokes and vocals, Joe Beddia showed quite an gifray
talents. All in all it was a relaxing and well received event. Everyone appeared to have a gooq jim
A number of volunteers made the evening r(dgp
to Jacquie Lo Cisero, LP, Tommy Moore, Wendy Hall, ER, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, Sue |[Nloc
PLP, Dave Riplogle, Debbie Brennan, Laura Jones, Susan and Brooke Brindise, Norm and Hyth,
Tracy Horrell, PER.(Si ncerely hope we di dnodC€haimamns s any p|n
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Saturday, Dec 16th - 11am to 2pm

for Children Ages 1 to 17
3616 W. Gandy Blvd, Tampa, FL 33611

Please send your child’s Name and Age to
pattyandmrfox@gmail.com




