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Due to scheduling conflicts there was
no induction of new members in February

Marchis $1

/) Application Fee Month!
Go let folks know
that this is the time
to Join the

Best People On Earth!

(z022-23 dues to be paid
prior to initiation)
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Suppeorting Reports

When we | et our anger get the best ||of
. Breathe in. Cool off. Take 5. Don'|}
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TAMPA 708 STATE OF THE LODGE
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THE STATE OF TAMPA ELKS LODGE #708 IS SOUND.

The working members of Tampa Lodge, bolstered by an aggressive new cadre of younger membpgrs &
driven by our longerm leaders, have carried the Lodge through to a financial and membership yg¢dr of
growth.

Tampa Elks Lodge #708 has just experienced the secondnyaaow of a neacomplete upheaval in
Lodge activities, schedules, etc. primarily due Covid. The Lodge this year bounced back from a jy¢ar
unavoidable negatives to complete a year of positives, and in some cases outstanding-iana ldetiene
opportunities. These have produced both a very nice growth in the Lodge membership, reversing pgver
years of static or negative growth, and a very positive financial year, again reversing several quit¢ fryin
years of loss or breadven situations.

GRAND LODGE

| am pleased to report that Tampa Lodge carried off the Visit of more than 6,700 Elks to our comnpynity
and about half that number passing through the Lodge over a nine day period. -Guordf list of
me mber s, of ficers, and bartenders did a yeo’j‘xan

positive about our Lodge, its members, and the friendliness were many. The long months of prepgrtior
Lodge and Bar Renovation, etc. paid off handsomely as the Lodge produced a sizeable income, rep|ehish
the coffers nicely. The unfortunate illness of several, and the exhaustion by the many following this
event were an almogiredictable side bar to the success.

ALL AMERICAN LODGE

In July, at Grand Lodge, Tampa Elks Lodge #708 was honored as one of three Lodges in Florida regdgni:
by the Grand Lodge as an All American Lodge for the previous year. The honor of such a desigrjajion
great. Our hardvorking membership can well be honored to receive such an award.

GASPARILIA 2022

Returning to a mo'™Mannual Gaspanila Boat Psrade celebratiom waa Beld by Tahpa
Elks Lodge #708. More than $6,000 was added to the coffers of the Lodge with more than 40 |Lpdg
members working to provide a great day of fun for attendees from Zephyrhills, Aripeka, New Port R|chey,
Largo, St. Petersburg and Tampa East RV Center. There were nearly 140 attendees. A grand time Wwps
by all, despite the chill winds and low temps.

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
Tampa Elks began the Lodge year with 304 members. We will end the year with nearly 380 member
growth rate of 25% after removal of delinquents. The success was brought about by a strong effo
both existing members and the steady work by our Membership Committee led by PER Chris Miles.
AWARDS

This year has marked several awards received by Tampa Elks Lodge #708. Leading the pack, as njentio
earlier, is 8§ place, DIV II, All American Lodge. Often overlooked, but still important is b&uhner Up
award for All State Lodge. An award | am most proud of is Highest Per Capita donations feARiaary
Trust Fund at $36.5686. There are other awards likely as the year winds down.

FINANCES

During this Lodge year our accounts increased by $32,000. It has been a very positive year primarily|dpe t
VERY HARD WORK by the many volunteers on the Grand Lodge visit and Gaspatrilla.

SUMMATION

We should, | feel move to complete several improvements to the Lodge, using our new money. Includgd fe
consideration and possible furrdising are a new floor for the Lodge Room, completion of Bar Renovdtipn

with a new bar top, and a replacement program for dining room furniture. A committee of mixed ney gnd
old members should be formed to plan future improvements.
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Thank you GASIPAIRILILA Crew 2022
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Grant Reports

00
ks Humane ‘&°
iy Society,

3 Tampa Bay / Since 1912

2
Orr pon™

Tampa Elks 708 in conjunction with the Tampa Humane Society held its first ever§
Adoption Event and Pet Show funded with a Gratitude Grant.

Elks and people from the community came to show off their pets, and many dogs an¢§

walked the runway to compete for prizes in various categories such as Fluffiest|
Friendliest Pet , and Best Ani mal Tric
Dondt Shopdéd bandana and treats, and
volunteers. The Tampa Humane Society brought 3 dogs that were up for adoption
their speaker outlined the services that the Humane Society provides and the import g
of spaying and neutering pets. One sweet dog found her forever home that day.

It was a fun event that allowed Tampa Elks 708 and members of the community to
together in their love of animals and provide connections to those in need. Varioug"
contestsd smallest, largest, fluffiest, etc. were interspersed with guest speakers and
Trivia. Gift cards were given for the Pet contests, and there was a prize table for the
winners. All remaining gifts and funds were donated to the Humane Society of T
Bay. Members of Lodge 708 also donated hundreds of pounds of dog and cat fo@
other supplies to the Humane Society. The balance of the gratitude grant, which inc
some generous cash donations, will be presented to the Humane Society at a later d
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MAR 3th - Dee’s Grill Night
Burgers, Hot Dogs & More

MAR10th - Chili Dogs with
French Fries or Tater Tots

MAR 17th - Shelagh’s Grill

Mar 7th - PHILLY CHEESE suB
W/FRENCH FRIES

MAR 14th - ITALIAN SAUSAGE
SUB W/CHEESE SOouUP

SANDWICH W/Simple Onion Soup N
MAR 24th - Meatball Sub w/
MAR 28th - PORK TENDERLOIN French Fries
SANDWICH W/FRIES MAR 31ST - Cuban Sandwich

w/SPANISH BEAN SOUP




