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In Your Service,
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Your 2022 _-23 Committees .

Americanism- Richard Florance, PER (rhflorancelO@gmail.com) Chairman
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chair (missbertoch@gmail.com)
Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch
Communications Commando- Theresa Siebert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.con
Community Activities - Melissa Bertoch (Missbertoch@gmail.com)
Drug Awareness- Jason Brown (CFdad1205@gmail.com)
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghgl@yahoo.com)
ENF Scholarships- Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com)
Elks Training - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com)
Government Relations- Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com)
Harry Anna - Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com)
Hoop Shoot- Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com
Interlodge Visitation - Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com)
Lodge Activities - Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com)
LOE Liaison- Jacquie LoCicero (Pjlocicero@yahoo.com)
Orientation - Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com)
Soccer Shoot Mike Volpe (mvolpel980@gmail.com)
& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com)
Sports - Camden Lynn (CamdenlynnO7@msn.com)
Vet er anodsJosdenon (poeeeemon@gmail.com)
Youth Activities - Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com)

Come imi yooowestesn garb @ndswith 1$5yfor ithesdimner

OURILODGEWILLHHOSTI THE MIEE IPRESHDENT VISIT
AND YOU AREBE NNVITEDTTOMEE A ANDYWELOCOME

SONJA LOPEZ, PER

OURIREGIONALYRPWITHAAWESTERNTISTYLEI DINNER.

Shavwyoeurisupport and theli708spirit!

Cocktaih howra2pm - meeting @t3pmP M - Dinnerrai4pn
Offfacensite arrive:at \12:30pma
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Elk of the Month- Jacquie LoCicero. Jacquie is President of the Tampa
Auxiliary o the Ladies of the Elks. She has served as president several times
she makes it look seamless. Jacquie also is the chairman for the Hall rgs
committee and interacts with the public on our behalf. This can sometimes b
very timec onsuming | ob. Jacquieds third
committee member, but after attending a couple of meetings it is obvious she |
ordinary membershe runs the meetings. Jacquie also helps in the kitchen w
requested, cooks a pasta dinner for our members on the third Wednesday o
month, and in July took on the fifth Friday. Thank you, Jacquie, for all you do.

zWW_8CYT zW A]J]C sztA]., . . 81¢%

Officer of the Month Chris Miles, PER. Chris works long hours at what he likes 38 = N
call his OReal Job, 6 but he is al sjg | M e
myself, | couldndt imagine having tge 4t
somehow, he has not missed a deadline. Unofficially, Chris is the closest thin - ;
have to an IT tech, and just changed out some computers and printers with big
savings to the lodge. Chris is also the membership chair and does all the
member investigations. Additionally, he is chairing the Bylaws committee, and
be updating our Bylaws this year. Chris holds the Lodge close to his heart, a
devotion is obvious. Thank you, Chris, for all that you do.

At
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Supperting Reports
Good leadership requires you to surround yourself with peoplg pf
diverse perspectives who can disagree with you without feaf pf
GIEBIEIEN [ retaliation.
CHECEN oVery truly | tell you, no sef"
messenger greater than the o0nle
o
deles of Il\e Elk,s: Executive Board
) Jacquie LoCicerpPresident
Calling all Anglophiles, Downton Abbey: A New H8a | Shelaghombarci#eRLPVicdresiden
coming to ourBIG screem Join the Ladies or Crystal Johnssecretary
Wednesday, August 47or British delights, Downton| -aura Jondseasurer
. . | British Suzanne MouPeChqualn_
Abbey trivia, Downton Abbey bingo and of course M@VIE Tracy Horrettjee-Parliameritan
delights start serving at 6pm, with ttdOVIE starting at 7pm. Your $1
donation will benefit CHILDRENS THERAPY SERVICES.
This cinematic event will replace our Pasta on tAglit just for this month.
Join the Ladies on Septembet &&r Eggroll Ramen Skillet.
Signup sheet foDownton Abbey: A New Era is located on the Ladies board.
/| KSSNA 2> WFOljdzA'S [ 2/ A OSNEZ
AUGUST Birthdays
Vera Wright 8/6- Lisa Snyder 8~ Tracy Horrell PER Dave Parlow 814Vera Almstedt 8/28
ANNOTEOEREROM IYOURINGECT.URI NG| |K
The Eleven O'clock Toast is something all EIks members, throughout our country, are familiar with ahdjho
dear to our hearts. It symbolizes our remembrance of absentee members. But truthfully how many feglly
know what the toast says? | am fortunate since many of you are aware that my father Richard, (Dick) pay
was District Deputy in 19921993 and an Exalted Ruler at the South River Lodge in New Jersey at th¢ age
32. I grew up as a young child going to EIKk pLiCI
from Santa, and even waiting on Lodge tables as young as 13. My daughter, Crystal (fourth generatioh Klk)
been fortunate to have similar experiences at this lodge.
What is my concern? | feel that when a member passes away, the family or loved ones’, may not be ayajfe c
protocol at our Lodge. If the family would like the Lodge to be aware of the passing of their loved one,]vhqy v
need to contact the Lodge secretary and advise him/her of the passing as well as the time and locafon of
visitation or funeral, should there be one.
Furthermore, the Elks have a beautiful ceremony that is performed by the Lodge officers, if the family frefue
it. My grandfather, Harold (Happy) Dayes was the chaplain at the South River Lodge, and he was actiyelin t
Tampa Lodge in the 1980's. When he passed away, the Elks were there for my family, and severg| rTen
even took time off from work to be there. | can recall my father saying how impressed he was that po] me
members cared.
| recognize that everyone grieves in a different way, and it is a personal choice if you would like t¢ Rav
service performed at the Lodge or not. However, | can tell you from personal experience that we are tgere
you and more than willing to be supportive in your time of need. (You may be referred to the Hal| Rent
Chairman to find an open date.)
Sincerely,
Edie Hanley , Lecturing Knight
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A SCHOLARSHI P FOR DR. ClH

On Wednesday August 23 Tampa Lodge 708 voted to award a $400
scholarship to Kristina Chowning, PHD. Kristina is the 708
member that put together Club Chivalry at Robinson High Scholas
The scholarship wild/ hel p he§gs
course to become a certified educational trainer. This training
certify her to train other educators on the processes outlined in
recent Doctorate dissertation.

Pictured LR is Douglas Grant, Lodge 5 year Trustee, Dog
Kristina Chowning PHD, and Camden Lynn, Leading Knight.

Club Chivalry News

Ldi hard to believe the schools are getting ready to reopen. The most important thing
a Tampa Elk can do to get ready is to register and get approved as a volunteer
volunteer must be approved before being allowed on any school campus! It took aljo
minutes to fill out the registration form. There are a few chaddie the chance to click
oall district schoolsd6 instead of nam

School and Bridgeprep Charter school.  Who knows what opportunities we will find to improve
community this school year?
This is the link to the registration for@this year it is being managed by Raptor.
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/NTcOMTplbilVUw==

Immediately upon submission, | received an acknowledgement email.
They predicta2f week wait before you receive an
In Your Service, Rita Smith

GETTING TO KNOW THE ELKS \
ARMY OF HOPE %EB

For those that are unaware of the Army of Hope, AoH, let me give you
overview of what this section of the Elks is about. When a service mem

' choose that. In the last two years, Tampa Elks have spent time at Robinson HS, Cgl¢
Middle, and Westshore, Lanier, and Dale Mabry Elementaries. That is in addition to Holy Trinity Lut <1ran

b

1 (

a |

deployed and a need arises with those left here at home, the AoH can ste,. ... ..
help. This assistance can be for things like providing phone cards to contact their loved one, provide fU
home repairs such as plumbing and painting. Or auto repair and transportation when needed. Lawn nJ
landscaping or sprinkler repairs. The list goes on of what the AoH can step in and help with. To be g

provide those funds the AoH is having their annual fundraiser, Octoberfest, to be held on Sunday Gttapr 1

at the Largo lodge. See Daniel Armentrout for $5 admission tickets. There will be baskets raffled off,
shoot hosted by Chris Miles, beer truck, German food and music, corn hole contest and much more! Cp
and support this great service that the Elks provide to help our service men and women and their famili

Daniel Armentrout, Army of Hope Committee Chairmel

11%
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Lodge: Reports «
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It was my honor to serve as your representative at the Grand Ljpfige

All roads lead to Atlanta Convention in Atlanta from July"2-July &". The statutes mak¢
thisJuly 202Zor our attendance mandatory. Once you have attended a convention p§ ar
National Convention ER, you are forever considered a member of Grand Lodge and qlipible

to vote. Members who have not yet attained the rank of ER gre
excluded from certain sessions of the Convention.

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER accompanied me. | had accompanigdd he
when she was the ER in 2017.

Traveling on Friday was as bad as predicted; our arrival in Atlanta was 5 hours later than ejpecte
and we had not eaten. After checking into the hotel, | practically ran to a little restaurapt] on
Peachtree Blvd for some dinner. Sweet Geojrlgi
service was under par.

Saturday night we attended the Wonderful

Mary Macs in Midtown. Besides the Exalted Rulers from each of the 8 lodges and District
Tom Moran and his wife Cindy, ot her digni
Palladini and Rudi Masi with Dolly, State COO Carl Seibert and DDGER Theresa Seibert.
Tony Fratella, with Marilyn and Isabella, DDGER Jeanne Rinehart, DDGER Joanne Matds| wit
Robert were all included. We had a private room, a delicious buffet dinner and a history lessor
restaurant, chosen by Rudy.

Sunday morning we got down to the convention center plenty early so that we could register
through the exhibits before Opening Ceremonies. There were less displays but more vendg
within a couple of hours | had my hands full and my wallet empty. The opening ceremonies we
that & a string of Ceremonies, broken up a bit with videos from Elks National Foundation. I
open seating, so | made sure to get a front row seat. It only lasted two hours, but it w4
impressive.

The next three mornings | had to meet DDGER Tom Moran in the lobby by 7 AM to board a pys fc
the convention, which starts at 8 each day. The most important part of the convention is the
on Resolutions. They are presented on Monday, voting is done Tuesday, and results are relpgsec
Wednesday. For the first time in years, all 11 resolutions padsednost immediate change that Wil aff
our lodge is that effective AlitnesS&cretary and the Treasure are part of the Boarfihef bitectdd.
have been read at the lodge meeting and will be printed in the forthcoming State and Grand Lodc
magazines. They are also available at Elks.org.

The convention sessions were over by noon each thay then there were some taguality classes
available. Shelagh and | each took advantage of those. My favorite was-AmeAtdan Lodge
Contest A and the Americanism essay contest class. Shelagh concentrated on ENF classes.

Most afternoons | opted for napping instead of sightseeing. It was unbearably hot, and just attppdin
the convention took 2 miles of walking each day. In the evening, the Florida State Elks Assgdiatic
kept us busy with hospitality rooms and the Florida Dinner. We watched the fireworks]at

Centennial Park through the Hotel room windows on Jify 3

| have been to a lot of big conventions in a lot of cities. This was"r&ks convention. The pa
that Elks could controB The actual convention and related eveatsere well run with a good mi
of business and braggadocio. The downside was that the city was not prepared for the influx c
visitors, resulting in long lines and longer wait times for dinner tables. And we know why they c&ll it
Hotlanta!
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Past Festivities andiEvents) i«

5 FNBI K> M&N FoN-=-

The Christmas in July party, brought to you by the Lodge officers, was a succesgg4ais
may not be aware t'hat the dues we <cao —
paying our utility bi I s. Activitie
programs, the Veteransd Committeeds
and the Elk Fundraisers, which provide enough to keep our mandatory programg
flag day and EIl kds Memori al Day af |l
Thank you to those that participated by purchasing tickets. Our sales team consist#.&
the bartenders, Trustees Bob Orcutt and Doug Grant, Inner Guard Kara Stout, §
Knight Paula Rousselle, Secretary Laura Jones, and Youth Chair, Patty Volpe.
low initial numbers, we ended up selling out prior to thé“2td had to turn somer 4
members down.

Kitchen manager, Georgia Hilficker, started her shopping and cooking on Wedne
She was in that kitchen for 3 days! She lined up members to help bake the piesi=
thank Laura Jones, Teil Allen, Candy Venable, and April Holtzinger for supplementing the 5 ples that Georgig
They all were needed and enjoyed!

Friday night, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, took the lead on decorating. She is the pro, and probably the only

Rake

bhe t

knows how to add a skirt to a table! She had Doug Grant up and down that ladder hanging curtains. Georgig bpdde

some bling. The room looked grebitit not too fussy. Doug Grant set up and Kara Stout decorated the Christmag
Edie Hanley, sorted out and arranged the door prizes. Crystal Johnson rolled cutlery. Kara Stout filled salt ang
shakeurns. Everybody put owut tablecl ot hs, centernp
additional table.

tfee.

pepr
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On Saturday, Georgia put the finishing touches on the meal. April Holtzinger spent most of the day helpir
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, also came in early to help. The dishwasher, Steve Kraft and the server, you
Ramirez were important pieces of the kitchen crew. House Committee Chair George Hilficker was voluntold
the meat carver, and he did a great job.

Almost every Lodge officer brought in door prizes. The front office was buried in them prior to the event. There
many, we came up with a game to disburse them. Were you there? Were you Naughty or Nice? Trustee Bob

gl an
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his own spin on what Summer Santa should wear.'He was shocking, but funny. There were a lot of laughs, anfja lo

pictures taken. Melissa Bertoch and Doug Grant had a champagne basket they had put together to raffle. Lau
but donated it back and it was auctioned to Joe M
The winner, Eric Church, walked with $145.00.

Dinner was impressive. It tasted every bit like it took three days and a large crew to prepare. There were
choices that everybody could fill their plate and their bellies. | savored every bite.

As soon as the line for the dinner buffet was clear, the Elvis tunes started. This deaf girl was told by many
performer had a perfect EIlvis voice. I-buweknow thatgatng
turkey makes you sleepy.

Clean up is never the most fun. Besides Shelagh Gombarcik, PER and April Huntzinger
who broke down the buffet, Christien Elkins put away the round tables, Tiler Rich] |
Florance, PER, collected the salt and pepper shakers, Esquire Melissa Bertoc ,
home tablecloths to wash, and then on Monday night, Trustee Doug Grant took d
the curtains, the last of the tables, and removed the now boxed tree.
The leftover prizes will be utilized at our next Lodge fundraiser: A Quarter Auct
on November 20

wor
| ©

gnous




I+

h[!'a9 wnuwu L{{!'9 p hccL/L![ t%.g

Ly/

Past Eestivities: & Eventsiis

ALOHA ENA MAKAMAKA

(Hello my friends)! On Saturday, Juné"2%e had a Luau at the lodge. It was
joint fundraising event for four different youth committees. They are D
Awareness, Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot, and Youth Activities. Each Com
Chair did their part to ensure the success of the Luau, and a Success it w

had 113 people in attendance! |

By now, | am sure you have heard about the Luau and how much fun it
took many hands but felt like light work, because of an amazing team.
going to brag on them a little bit!

Tristan Reiber found us the perfect entertainment. The Kokomo Chris & Julie Marie show was spectaclfar.

your legs were not on the dance floor, then your eyes sure were!

Shelagh Gombarcik & Evelyn Hemingway spent a couple of days giving the lodge a Luau makeoyg
decorations that took you away to island time. It looked beautiful and made for great photos!
Susie Harlow was all in on boosting our fundraising efforts! A basket of cheer was raffled off and wg
Hawaiian auction. The force is strong with her. You look into her eyes and your wallet just comes out!

rw

ha

Jason Brown oversaw the 50/50 and DDGER, PER, Theresa Siebert won the 50/50 which was $pPbO.

graciously donated a portion back to our fundraising efforts.

Crystal Johnson was our MC for the night, she was on hand for door prizes and announcements as nedqded

The entire Evener family was in the house, before, during, and after the event. Melissa Evener help \

minute decorations the night before the Luau. Chris Evener, her husband, was a beast in the kitchen mpa

the ribs and their daughter, Elise, was in the kitchen using her current skills as a BBQ joint kitchen ma
get the ribs and chicken prepped and plated. The Evener boys, Caughlin, Kolton, and Konnor we
servers and table bussers. They all stayed after to help get the lodge back in order too.

Let us talk about the food!

ith
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Member Adrian Higgins, purchased, then donated the baby back ribs for the event. His team of cooks ififluc

the Soccer Shoot Chairman, Mike Volpe and Chris Evener, the spouse of the Hoop Shoot Chairman,
Evener. They did an amazing job, as the ribs were delicious.

mouthwatering pasta salad. Tiler, Melissa Bertoch provided corn on the cob and there was ambrosia s
Hawaiian rolls to complete the meal. For desssg
down cake that tasted was delicious. If you did not get any, my apologies, as | had two pieces.

PER, Dee Cisneros rocked out his Hawaiian fried rice and DAP Chairman, Jason Brown and Julie Pem:l m:

To say that it was all the food, fundraising, and entertainment that made this a success, would be an )IJtrig

lie. It was our membership that came together to ensure this was a fun and successful fundraiser
Lodgesd Youth Activities. Me mber , Tina Higging
more attendees. The Veterans Committee brought in the veterans to join us for dinner and fun. MB
brought in their friends and families and filled the lodge. It was an amazing night. It reminded me of wi
can do when each member does their part to support the lodge.

your hand at 50/50, a basket of cheer raffle, and supporting the events our committees hold, is just as
committee members. We, as fraternal brothers, and sisters, get to determine how far our reach is.
hand and our reach goes little further.

Youth Activities (Back to School & Christmas Party) $900.00
Drug Awareness Program earned $900.00

Soccer Shoot and Hoop Shoot Committees both earned $500.00
Submitted by Patty Volpe, Youth Activities Chairman

Not everyone has to join a committee to be a part of the magic. Buying tickets, buying drinks at the bzl,jtryi
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