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A Message from 
your Exalted Ruler,  

Rita Smith 

 
 This month we really need to get moving on the 
Community Investment Grants. This is money 
that we apply for from Grand Lodge in Chicago 
to use for helping our community in Tampa. The 
most successful grants are when we join hands 
with a community partner. Besides our well-
known work with Club Chivalry and our  
Veteran Activities, we have had successful 
grants when  partnered with the Busanski 
Senior Center, The Centre 4 Girls, Stepping -
Stone Community Center, Coleman Middle 
School, SE Guide Dogs, Open Arms Ministry, 
Bridgeprep K-8 Charter School, Black Dagger 
Military Hunt Club, and even the Humane 
Society.  

The grants are meant to be used for actively 
serving your community ð not just writing a 
check. As Jim OõKelly, the head of The Elkõs 
National Foundation that issues the grants says, 
òOur grants come with volunteers!ó 

So I am asking ð what is YOUR passion? Do you 
do hands on volunteering with an organization 
that could use more volunteers? Have you given 
small checks to a local charity for years and 
always wished you could do more?  From a one-
time event to a series of project days, we have 
grants that need ideas.  

Almost any 501C3 charitable organization can 
be considered as a partner. Talk  to me! 
Personally, I prefer the Elks be the Big Fish in 
the Small Pond, but as you can see from the 
above list, we are flexible.  

Look for me at the Lodge, or drop me an email to 
arrange coffee. Letõs do some good in the 
neighborhood! 
 
In Your Service,  
Rita Smith 
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Your  2022 -23  Committees  
Americanism - Richard Florance, PER (rhflorance10@gmail.com) Chairman 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Melissa Bertoch, Chair (missbertoch@gmail.com) 

Robert Bordonaro, Sue Dortch 
Communications  Commando - Theresa Siebert, PER (Tampaelkads@gmail.com) 
Community Activities  - Melissa Bertoch (Missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness - Jason Brown (CFdad1205@gmail.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rick Schneider, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Elks Training  - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Government Relations - Laura Jones (Tampa708Secretary@outlook.com) 
Harry Anna - Edie Hanley(ehanley73@tampabay.rr.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Melissa Evener (mevener85@yahoo.com 
Interlodge Visitation - Richelle Nickle (rin0730@gmail.com) 
Lodge Activities - Rita Smith, ER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Jacquie LoCicero (Pjlocicero@yahoo.com) 
Orientation - Laura Jones (tampasecretary708@outloo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Mike Volpe (mvolpe1980@gmail.com)  

& Christien Elkins (christienelkins97@yahoo.com) 
Sports - Camden Lynn (Camdenlynn07@msn.com) 
Veteranõs Services - Jose Remon (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Patty Volpe (Pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
 

ON SUNDAY AUGUST 28TH AT 2PM 

OUR LODGE WILL HOST THE VICE PRESIDENTčS VISIT 

AND YOU ARE INVITED TO MEET AND WELCOME 

OUR REGIONAL VP WITH A WESTERN STYLE DINNER. 

Come in your western garb and with $5 for the dinner 

show your support and the 708 spirit!  

Cocktail hour 2pm -  meeting at 3pm -  Dinner at 4pm  

Officers to arrive at 12:30pm  
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August Elk Recognitions  
Cnk zW Á]C sztÁ]̣j 8µÅ_C nz8_8C¶z 

zWW_8C¶ zW Á]C sztÁ]̟̟̟8]¶_º s_nCº̠ ³C¶ 

 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members  

Elk of the Month - Jacquie LoCicero.  Jacquie is President of the Tampa 708 
Auxiliary ð the Ladies of the Elks. She has served as president several times, and 
she makes it look seamless.  Jacquie also is the chairman for the Hall rental 
committee and interacts with the public on our behalf. This can sometimes be a 
very time-consuming job. Jacquieõs third role in our lodge is that of House 
committee member, but after attending a couple of meetings it is obvious she is no 
ordinary member- she runs the meetings. Jacquie also helps in the kitchen when 
requested, cooks a pasta dinner for our members on the third Wednesday of the 
month, and in July took on the fifth Friday. Thank you, Jacquie, for all you do.   

Officer of the Month - Chris Miles, PER. Chris works long hours at what he likes to 
call his òReal Job,ó but he is also the Lodge Treasurer.  Having held that office 
myself, I couldnõt imagine having to do all that work at night and on weekends, but 
somehow, he has not missed a deadline. Unofficially, Chris is the closest thing we 
have to an IT tech, and just changed out some computers and printers with big cost 
savings to the lodge. Chris is also the membership chair and does all the new 
member investigations.  Additionally, he is chairing the Bylaws committee, and will 
be updating our Bylaws this year. Chris holds the Lodge close to his heart, and his 
devotion is obvious. Thank you, Chris, for all that you do.  

Kim Benzing 
Sponsored by 
Laura Jones 

Norm Benzing 
Sponsored by 
Laura Jones 

Anthony Tom 
Sponsored by 
Paul DeLand 

Stacey Farley 
Sponsored by 
Tracy Horrell 

Phillip Farley 
Sponsored by 
Tracy Horrell 

Mike Stirers 
Sponsored by 
Alan Ecke 



  

±h[¦a9 нлнн  L{{¦9  р                          !¦D¦{¢                 hCCL/L![ t¦.[L/!¢Lhb-tƎ п 

          

 

 

Calling all Anglophiles, Downton Abbey: A New Era is 
coming to our BIG screen! Join the Ladies on 
Wednesday, August 17th for British delights, Downton 

Abbey trivia, Downton Abbey bingo and of course the MOVIE ! British 
delights start serving at 6pm, with the MOVIE  starting at 7pm. Your $10 
donation will benefit CHILDRENS THERAPY SERVICES. 

This cinematic event will replace our Pasta on the 3rd, but just for this month.  
Join the Ladies on September 21st for Eggroll Ramen Skillet. 

 Sign-up sheet for Downton Abbey: A New Era  is located on the Ladies board.  
 

/ƘŜŜǊƛƻΣ WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ 

 

 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

Crystal Johnson - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 

Vera Wright 8/6 - Lisa Snyder 8/7 - Tracy Horrell PER - Dave Parlow 81/4 - Vera Almstedt 8/28 

The Eleven O'clock Toast is something all Elks members, throughout our country, are familiar with and hold 
dear to our hearts. It symbolizes our remembrance of absentee members. But truthfully how many really do 
know what the toast says? I am fortunate since many of you are aware that my father Richard, (Dick) Dayes 
was District Deputy in 1992- 1993 and an Exalted Ruler at the South River Lodge in New Jersey at the age of 
32. I grew up as a young child going to Elk picnics, enjoying the Childrenõs Christmas parties with their visit 
from Santa, and even waiting on Lodge tables as young as 13.  My daughter, Crystal (fourth generation Elk) has 
been fortunate to have similar experiences at this lodge.  
 

What is my concern? I feel that when a member passes away, the family or loved ones', may not be aware of the 
protocol at our Lodge. If the family would like the Lodge to be aware of the passing of their loved one, they will 
need to contact the Lodge secretary and advise him/her of the passing as well as the time and location of the 
visitation or funeral, should there be one. 
 

Furthermore, the Elks have a beautiful ceremony that is performed by the Lodge officers, if the family requests 
it. My grandfather, Harold (Happy) Dayes was the chaplain at the South River Lodge, and he was active in the 
Tampa Lodge in the 1980's. When he passed away, the Elks were there for my family, and several members 
even took time off from work to be there. I can recall my father saying how impressed he was that so many 
members cared. 
 

I recognize that everyone grieves in a different way, and it is a personal choice if you would like to have a 
service performed at the Lodge or not.  However, I can tell you from personal experience that we are there for 
you and more than willing to be supportive in your time of need.   (You may be referred to the Hall Rental 
Chairman to find an open date.) 

Sincerely,  
Edie Hanley , Lecturing Knight 

A NOTE FROM YOUR LECTURING KNIGHT 

Good leadership requires you to surround yourself with people of 
diverse perspectives who can disagree with you without fear of 
retaliation. 
òVery truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him.ó John 13:16 
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Grant Reports  

Club Chivalry News 
LǘΩǎ hard to believe the schools are getting ready to reopen. The most important thing that 
a Tampa Elk can do to get ready is to register and get approved as a volunteer. Every 
volunteer must be approved before being allowed on any school campus! It took about 10 
minutes to fill out the registration form. There are a few changes ð like the chance to click 
òall district schoolsó instead of naming each one individually. I highly recommend that you 
choose that.  In the last two years, Tampa Elks have spent time at Robinson HS, Coleman 

Middle, and Westshore, Lanier, and Dale Mabry Elementaries. That is in addition to Holy Trinity Lutheran 
School and Bridgeprep Charter school.   Who knows what opportunities we will find to improve our 
community this school year?  

This is the link to the registration form ð this year it is being managed by Raptor. 
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/NTc0MTplbi1VUw==# 

  
Immediately upon submission, I received an acknowledgement email. 

 They predict a 2-4 week wait before you receive an approval, so letõs start this now! 
In Your Service,   Rita Smith 

On Wednesday August 23 Tampa Lodge 708 voted to award a $400 
scholarship to Kristina Chowning, PHD. Kristina is the 708  
member that put together Club Chivalry at Robinson High School. 
The scholarship will help her to attend a special ò invitation onlyó 
course to become a certified educational trainer.  This training will 
certify her to train other educators on the processes outlined in her 
recent Doctorate dissertation.  

Pictured L-R is Douglas Grant, Lodge 5 year Trustee, Doctor 
Kristina Chowning PHD, and Camden Lynn, Leading Knight.  

A SCHOLARSHIP FOR DR. CHOWNING 

For those that are unaware of the Army of Hope, AoH, let me give you a brief 
overview of what this section of the Elks is about. When a service member is 
deployed and a need arises with those left here at home, the AoH can step in to 
help. This assistance can be for things like providing phone cards to contact their loved one, provide funds for 
home repairs such as plumbing and painting. Or auto repair and transportation when needed. Lawn mowing, 
landscaping or sprinkler repairs. The list goes on of what the AoH can step in and help with. To be able to 
provide those funds the AoH is having their annual fundraiser, Octoberfest, to be held on Sunday October 16th 
at the Largo lodge. See Daniel Armentrout for $5 admission tickets. There will be baskets raffled off, turkey 
shoot hosted by Chris Miles, beer truck, German food and music, corn hole contest and much more! Come out 
and support this great service that the Elks provide to help our service men and women and their families.    

Daniel Armentrout, Army of Hope Committee Chairman 

https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/NTc0MTplbi1VUw==
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    Lodge Reports  

National Convention Report 
Rita SmithƊExalted Ruler 

It was my honor to serve as your representative at the Grand Lodge 
Convention in Atlanta from July 2nd -July 6th.  The statutes make 
attendance mandatory. Once you have attended a convention as an 
ER, you are forever considered a member of Grand Lodge and eligible 
to vote.  Members who have not yet  attained the rank of ER are 
excluded from certain sessions of the Convention. 

 Shelagh Gombarcik, PER accompanied me. I had accompanied her 
when she was the ER in 2017.   

Traveling on Friday was as bad as predicted; our arrival in Atlanta was 5 hours later than expected 
and we had not eaten. After checking into the hotel, I practically ran to a little restaurant on 
Peachtree Blvd for some dinner. Sweet Georgiaõs Juke Jointõs food did not disappoint, though the 
service was under par.  

Saturday night we attended the Wonderful West Central District Deputyõs ER Dinner at historic 
Mary Macs in Midtown. Besides the Exalted Rulers from each of the 8 lodges and District Deputy 
Tom Moran and his wife Cindy, other dignitaries from our District were in attendance. PSPõs Frank 
Palladini and Rudi Masi with Dolly, State COO Carl Seibert and DDGER Theresa Seibert. DDGER 
Tony Fratella, with Marilyn and Isabella,  DDGER Jeanne Rinehart, DDGER  Joanne Matos with 
Robert were all included. We had a private room, a delicious buffet dinner and a history lesson on the 
restaurant, chosen by Rudy.  

Sunday morning we got down to the convention center plenty early so that we could register and go 
through the exhibits before Opening Ceremonies. There were less displays but more venders, and 
within a couple of hours I had my hands full and my wallet empty. The opening ceremonies were just 
that ð a string of Ceremonies, broken up a bit with videos from Elks National Foundation. It was 
open seating, so I made sure to get a front row seat. It only lasted two hours, but it was very 
impressive.  

The next three mornings I had to meet DDGER Tom Moran in the lobby by 7 AM to board a bus for 
the convention, which starts at 8 each day.  The most important part of the convention is the voting 
on Resolutions. They are presented on Monday, voting is done Tuesday, and results are released on 
Wednesday. For the first time in years, all 11 resolutions passed. The most immediate change that will affect 
our lodge is that effective August 5th the Secretary and the Treasure are part of the Board of Directors. The other 10  
have been read at the lodge meeting and will be printed in the forthcoming State and Grand Lodge 
magazines. They are also available at Elks.org.  

The convention sessions were over by noon each day -  but then there were some top-quality classes 
available. Shelagh and I each took advantage of those.  My favorite was the All-American Lodge 
Contest A and the Americanism essay contest class. Shelagh concentrated on ENF classes.  

Most afternoons I opted for napping instead of sightseeing. It was unbearably hot, and just attending 
the convention took 2 miles of walking each day.  In the evening, the Florida State Elks Association 
kept us busy with hospitality rooms and the  Florida Dinner.  We watched the fireworks at 
Centennial Park  through the Hotel room windows on July 3rd.  

I have been to a lot of big conventions in a lot of cities. This was my 5th Elks convention.  The part 
that Elks could control ð The actual convention and related events ð were well run with a good mix 
of business and braggadocio. The downside was that the city was not prepared for the influx of 
visitors, resulting in long lines and longer wait times for  dinner tables. And we know why they call it 
Hotlanta! 

All roads lead to Atlanta 
thisJuly 2022 for our 
National Convention 
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Past Festivities and Events  

5FNBIK>Mƾ @>FNƻ 3QBRCDjǄƻ Ë NFN= R= :E@ƾu 
The Christmas in July party, brought to you by the Lodge officers, was a success. You 
may not be aware that the dues we collect each April donõt stretch much farther that 
paying our utility bills. Activities like the Luau which will fund our childrenõs 
programs, the Veteransõ Committeeõs fundraisers, which enable us to care for our Vets, 
and the Elk Fundraisers, which provide enough to keep our mandatory programs like 
flag day and Elkõs Memorial Day afloat, are all necessary to the success of the Lodge. 
Thank you to those that participated by purchasing tickets. Our sales team consisted of 
the bartenders, Trustees Bob Orcutt and Doug Grant, Inner Guard Kara Stout, Loyal 
Knight Paula Rousselle, Secretary Laura Jones, and  Youth Chair, Patty Volpe.   Despite 
low initial numbers, we ended up selling out prior to the 23rd and had to turn some 
members down.  
Kitchen manager, Georgia Hilficker, started her shopping and cooking on Wednesday. 
She was in that kitchen for 3 days! She lined up members to help bake the pies, and I 
thank Laura Jones, Teil Allen, Candy Venable, and April Holtzinger for supplementing the 5 pies that Georgia baked. 
They all were needed and enjoyed! 

Friday night, Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, took the lead on decorating. She is the pro, and probably the only one that 
knows how to add a skirt to a table! She had Doug Grant up and down that ladder hanging curtains. Georgia added 
some bling. The room looked great- but not too fussy. Doug Grant set up and  Kara Stout decorated the Christmas tree. 
Edie Hanley, sorted out and arranged the door prizes. Crystal Johnson rolled cutlery. Kara Stout filled salt and pepper 
shakers.  Everybody put out tablecloths, centerpieces, and  chairs. On Saturday,  Richard Floranceõs  added an 
additional table. 
On Saturday, Georgia put the finishing touches on the meal. April Holtzinger spent most of the day helping, and 
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,  also came in early to help. The dishwasher, Steve Kraft and the server, young Ismeny 
Ramirez were important pieces of the kitchen crew. House Committee Chair George Hilficker was voluntold he was 
the meat carver, and he did a great job. 
Almost every Lodge officer brought in door prizes. The front office was buried in them prior to the event. There were so 
many, we came up with a game to disburse them.  Were you there? Were you Naughty or Nice? Trustee Bob Orcutt put 
his own spin on what Summer Santa should wear. He was shocking, but funny. There were a lot of laughs, and a lot of 
pictures taken. Melissa Bertoch and Doug Grant had a champagne basket they had put together to raffle. Laura won it 
but donated it back and it was auctioned to Joe Malone, netting $50. Edie Hanley sold the òno give backó 50/50 tickets. 
The winner, Eric Church, walked with $145.00. 
Dinner was impressive. It tasted every bit like it took three days and a large crew to prepare. There were enough 
choices that everybody could fill their plate and their bellies. I savored every bite.  
As soon as the line for the dinner buffet was clear, the Elvis tunes started. This deaf girl was told by many that our 
performer had a perfect Elvis voice. I was surprised everybody didnõt stay for the whole show- but we know that eating 
turkey makes you sleepy.  
Clean up is never the most fun. Besides Shelagh Gombarcik, PER and April Huntzinger 
who broke down the buffet, Christien Elkins put away the round tables, Tiler Richard 
Florance, PER, collected the salt and pepper shakers, Esquire Melissa Bertoch took 
home tablecloths to wash,  and then on Monday night, Trustee Doug Grant took down 
the curtains, the last of the tables, and removed the now boxed tree.  
 The left-over prizes will be utilized at our next Lodge fundraiser:  A Quarter Auction 
on November 20th.  
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Past Festivities & Events  

(Hello my friends)! On Saturday, June 25th, we had a Luau at the lodge. It was a 
joint fundraising event for four different youth committees. They are Drug 
Awareness, Soccer Shoot, Hoop Shoot, and Youth Activities. Each Committee 
Chair did their part to ensure the success of the Luau, and a Success it was! We 
had 113 people in attendance!  

By now, I am sure you have heard about the Luau and how much fun it was. It 
took many hands but felt like light work, because of an amazing team. I am 
going to brag on them a little bit! 

Tristan Reiber found us the perfect entertainment. The Kokomo Chris & Julie Marie show was spectacular. If 
your legs were not on the dance floor, then your eyes sure were!  

Shelagh Gombarcik & Evelyn Hemingway spent a couple of days giving the lodge a Luau makeover with 
decorations that took you away to island time. It looked beautiful and made for great photos! 
Susie Harlow was all in on boosting our fundraising efforts! A basket of cheer was raffled off and we had a 
Hawaiian auction. The force is strong with her. You look into her eyes and your wallet just comes out! 
Jason Brown oversaw the 50/50 and DDGER, PER, Theresa Siebert won the 50/50 which was $250. She 
graciously donated a portion back to our fundraising efforts. 

Crystal Johnson was our MC for the night, she was on hand for door prizes and announcements as needed.  
The entire Evener family was in the house, before, during, and after the event. Melissa Evener help with last 
minute decorations the night before the Luau. Chris Evener, her husband, was a beast in the kitchen preparing 
the ribs and their daughter, Elise, was in the kitchen using her current skills as a BBQ joint kitchen manager to 
get the ribs and chicken prepped and plated. The Evener boys, Caughlin, Kolton, and Konnor were your 
servers and table bussers. They all stayed after to help get the lodge back in order too.  

Let us talk about the food! 
Member Adrian Higgins, purchased, then donated the baby back ribs for the event. His team of cooks included 
the Soccer Shoot Chairman, Mike Volpe and Chris Evener, the spouse of the Hoop Shoot Chairman, Melissa 
Evener. They did an amazing job, as the ribs were delicious. 

PER, Dee Cisneros rocked out his Hawaiian fried rice and DAP Chairman, Jason Brown and Julie Perry made a 
mouthwatering pasta salad. Tiler, Melissa Bertoch provided corn on the cob and there was ambrosia salad and 
Hawaiian rolls to complete the meal. For dessert, member (òPoochieó,) Sandra Lessard made Hawaiian upside-
down cake that tasted was delicious. If you did not get any, my apologies, as I had two pieces.  

To say that it was all the food, fundraising, and entertainment that made this a success, would be an outright 
lie. It was our membership that came together to ensure this was a fun and successful fundraiser for our 
Lodgesõ Youth Activities. Member, Tina Higgins held her birthday party during our event, which brought in 
more attendees. The Veterans Committee brought in the veterans to join us for dinner and fun. Members 
brought in their friends and families and filled the lodge. It was an amazing night. It reminded me of what we 
can do when each member does their part to support the lodge.  

Not everyone has to join a committee to be a part of the magic. Buying tickets, buying drinks at the bar, trying 
your hand at 50/50, a basket of cheer raffle, and supporting the events our committees hold, is just as needed as 
committee members. We, as fraternal brothers, and sisters, get to determine how far our reach is. One more 
hand and our reach goes little further.  

Youth Activities (Back to School & Christmas Party) $900.00 
Drug Awareness Program earned $900.00 

Soccer Shoot and Hoop Shoot Committees both earned $500.00 
Submitted by Patty Volpe, Youth Activities Chairman 
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LUAU 2022 MEMORIES  


