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$50,000 Scholarship Winner

The 2022 scholarship
contest is underway!
visit erf.dks.org/MVS
To apply before the
November15th deadline.
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This monthds EIl k of The Month is La
often an officer, Laura this time -st
Bar Managers Wendy Hall and Courtney Weil were out ill she took charge of ba
and providing a continuing operation in their absence. Then we found ourse
without a Treasurer and she immediately stepped in and took charge until we c(
elect a new Treasurer for the balance of this Lodge year. She has always bee
when needed. Now she moves back into the job at Treasurer, but is recognized
month for a ton of volunteer work through our difficult times. Congratulations Lau
on many jobs well done!
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When | was elected ER one of the first to come to me and volunteer for a pos
was Melissa Bertoch. Now she has done a great job as Esquire, and duri

exciting, demanding time for the GL Convention she came forth and spent nj
hours greeting visitors at the door
move that was commented upon by many as they came to the Lodge. Not one t¢
there, Melissa is also a hard worker in difficult times. She organized and did a |

90s, and heavy buckets of material did not slow her. It is a great example she (ar@ss,
trusty assistant Edie Hanley) set for all members! Thanks Melissa for a job well d

Lc

—
—h




+th[ a9 Hanum L{{] 9 c hccL/ L!'[ t -t.d Ln/

Summrting Reports
f :l:l\.e Elks. Executive Board
K

0KS UNBG KIt Frefl@f 2 ¢ Jacquie LoCiecéhmsident fga K

i OHG YK® & &KSIRI 5 K |', @ Hugkde 2| Shelaghombareiic®residen
2e UKAa NRRS R24Y YSY2NE| gonie AtweSdcretary

NJ & U Ibadg SHR p 2(]12&2 Ch?\KJLK dza 2 Y1 Laura Jondseasurer
A 8g SHA |

: K?'””Cky pelpydn Ho SEd Robert Bordon&arliamerign
! SK2v2 y il K Sy, R/S&dzLAL2iNKb yiK .

FGS /1 2y@Syea2y AY hNIlIyR2®
dzNJ %0k & Ay GSANI t Ay KGf I9N2 N & dzi22  NdNA & ENIKESBRE 6 G S I uSnzeS ¢
JU/K®a  ao fAfi NE2IA® J5CIRGKIND |y FDSNYy22y (2 NBYSYO SN
YOSNES 68 I Bo Bcouks Y PR # S RIF NIK@ARLY ABRE s FA @ d2as y5 20y £ ] u 1Gy2!
F YL Y myWEs 2dzd 2F GKS  LOFLNA! ¢pon (K8 SBEENE Yy R yD ORI & T dzA f & aLJl
NI GSo al BWKSY [DI2YS hiikwSew, D2R [ F22RS 3F22R YdzaAO0 FyR 3
YRSN.F@ZUQHMSS\CD ()SS)/ jdA Sz 6S yYySSRSE #FNBOEZG QKK S2 dZNIRa
JSyiy3a LI yySR

>C> ; FRKSBMEW2@OHSR, 4 kSa0b RASHE 2 YR> YSHLI ANBR
2Y> R2ylGSR G2 uKS 1AGOKSY NBYy2@l a2y3s NBalGNRLRAY
zii GKS &dzLJLJ2 NI , V2 df RNIYRZAR DS Y HYBSNEOO 2 YH I vk & K
LJ 32Ay3 | yR adzLJLJZNJJ 2dzNJ £t 2R3AS Ay GKS o0Sad shea |gfS

Seplember‘]hrllulays [ FdzNI w2yS&  dkmm

Q¢ O QX

TN TN o
;U<
o
ERNE

&= _

LJ

=

SANhNO N R < 7"
L <=
e

Grant Reports
Club Chivalry News

It is time to register as a volunteer for the 2022022 school year.

Even though volunteers were not allowed on campus for the first 30 days of the school year, The Club [Fir C
was held on Friday August 20and our Club Officers did the recruiting themselves. We limited the Clup fo
80 members this year, which is twice what we had last year.

This is the link to the volunteer applications:
Volunteer Services / Overview (hillsboroughschools.ddmder type of volunteer, please choose commupgi
member. If, after completing the first couple of pages you get an error message saying you are plfeac
volunteeroy ou can stop. Approved vol unt e edssafe Vistosmarel] 4 s

already approved for this year. The barcode program is not supported this year, but always bring your |
Things can change quickly at the local schools, so make sure you are receiving the Tampa Elks emaif last
sending a request to be added to the list to our website and communication Nlady Quire. His email
IS mquire@tampabay.rr.canBy you initiating the contact, his email blasts are less likely to go to your junk
file. Rita Smith, Leading Knight and Grant Chairman

THE BEACON GRANT AT WORK

Thi s year 0s Beacon Gr apt
Shannon Wheatly. She is spearheading a mornirIg at
Camp Idlewild of Florida on Sept, 18th that include
water safety class at 9:30am and a BBQ sponsorgd by
the Elks at 11:30arRor more informatia contact
Shannon Wheatly atI277723446.
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"Pride is concerned with who is right. Humility is concerned wltr
what is right." Ezra Benso

Chaplain’s Progress always counts, even when nobody congratulates yolu

SUEEl o When pride comes, then come$]| c
wi sdom. 0 Proverbs 11: 2

Spotlight Grant Report

5%, stmas i Auwgust
Stepping Stone Community Center

This yeards Spotlight Grant wals
relief, so naturally we turned to Stepping Stone Community Center.
This organization serves families In real need in one of the njogt
economically depressed areas of Tampa. Under the lead of Chrigtina
fSan_(I:_hez, we made a serious impact on 40 students and thejr
{ families.

For starters, each child was given a pair of name brand shoes|ad

some name brand socks, too. Since Christina is involved with this community center on a regular|bgsis,
and knows the children, she was able to get their shoe size and took notes about their preferences, ngking
shopping an adventure. Along with her mom, Trustee Courtney Weil PER, she fought thioBwutiool
traffic on Sunday, Augusf' Huring the no tax week at Westshore Mall, Boy, d|d they come out wikh
incredible bargains! The pair then returned to the Lodge and with the help of ¢*ikg
members that just happened to be there, and gift wrapped and tagged all 40 pa
shoes. Meanwhile, Leading Knight Rita Smith was tasked with purchasing
small toys or gifts with only $200 to work with. A donation from Jack Johng
brought that part of the project in under budget.

Then, on Augusttﬁ Courtney and her father, affectionately known at the Lodge
Whiz, did the major food shopping necessary to fulfill the third part of the pre e
two full meals for each family. The food was prepared the morning of the Al
party, then everything was loaded and transported from the Lodge to

Community Center. We filled 5 large vehicles! “

During the Christmas in August party from 4pépm, a hot lasagna dinner wa;
dished up for each family member. Additionally, each family was given a me
dinner to take home and warm on another night. Also during the party, &
students played a game in which they each won a bag of snacks, tried on theirg
and socks, chose their gift from the Santa workshop table, and plcked out toile
from the Iarge assortment we provided. A couple of the older kids even compd,
Christmas song. Tampa EIlks helping at the party, besides Christina and Cout#®
were Leading Knight, Rita Smith, Trustee, Shelagh Gombarcik PER, Lodge
Activity Chair Patty Volpe, Whiz, and Jan Bertoch.
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WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT
VICE PRESI&ENT’S VISIT

77— /

On August 1st Tampa Elks Lodge 708 held what is known as a VP Visit. The Duh
Clearwater Lodge Officers were-bosts, so we scrapped our normal Pirate theme and we
with Champa Bay to be more inclusive.

The room was set up and decorated in advance by Shelagh Gombarcik PER and Sug
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with some last minute help from Bonnie Atwood and Melissa Bertoch. The Florida Stat

Elks Association(FSEA) Vice President for the West Central Florida District is Tom Mari
a PER from the New Port Richey Lodge.
having 4 VP visits instead of 8 as in years past. All District Lodge Officers are expegt
attend all VP Visits, which is where 1ing
FSEA is disseminated.

Attendance was light, though we had expected180 people, we had only about 70. The

format remains mostly the same. It starts with a social hour as guests arrive. You are|f
the door with an invitation to participate in various fund raisers, and to purchase the |r
being offered for $5.00.

Thank you to Sue Moore, Jackie Apple, Melissa Bertoch. Edie Hanley, and Sh
Gombarcik, PER for working the door. Lodges bring their own appetizers, with the h
Lodge providing for the head table. Because Augustds National Watermelon Day, wé
had a slice of watermelon at every seat as the guests arrived.

The program starts with the introduction of the head table and dignitaries by one o
West Central District leaders, then finally the VP takes the microphone to introduce
program. This time he introduced our own PER and DDGER, Theresa Seibert. Th
spoke about how the district had exem
El kdom Shine.d She also outlined some

and the beloved Beacon Grant Match. Fo
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introduced their officers that were present, and then came the traditional roll call of Logiges

Each Lodge is called upon to announce how many officers, members and guest
attendance. A few announcements are made, thank you gifts are offered to the wife of|t
by the LOE, and dinner is served.

In keeping with our theme, we offered served pulled pork or chicken sliders, colesla
Shannonds macaroni and cheese. Desser
students did the serving, Jan Bertoch and Tommy Moore helped me in the kitchen, |3
third of the 22 Elks in attendance stepped up to help plate the meal, which only took gk
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15 minutes. Following the meal, participants are free to leave which allows them to ggt|ba

home before dark. Rumor has it the visit was a success, though it was not a fundraiser|h
account.
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Anothev swmmew gone and,

l}fw/y are all. ..

On August 8 Tampa Elks 708 had the
assistance of two community partners
MGM Charity Partr,
Home Furnishings, when they threw
backto-school party for area children

N

in need. Over 20 volunteers arrived at 5:00 to unpack and set up the school supplies and fdod, a

then to pack the bags with the appropriate supplies for each child based on their school and
63 students came with a parent.

Upon arrival they each received a bag ful
fruit snack. Promptly at 6:00 the spaghetti dinner was served to all the children, parents

g

volunteers present. During dinner we had 4 different people take the microphone: Tampa Elk

MGM charity partners explained that the focus of their charity is children and Veterans, sa
the Elks. Tampa Elks member Roshaun Gendrett, a professional motivational speaker, enc
the children present to have their best s
the right thing, 6 and o0Dondét give up. 06 N¢g

Shelagh Gombarcik welcomed all to the Lodge and led the crowed in a prayer. Woogie BangFr

their companyds commitment to the familiet
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After the speakers had finished, and the dinner plates had been removed, each student dbtgin

their personalized bag of school supplies and went to the MGM table to pick out a box of ce
box of pop tarts, and 10 snack i tems. T h ¢
pick up a drawstring backpack, tee shirt, and more supplies.

Tampa Elks youth activities chairmen Mike and Patty Volpe then led the children in playing
physically active games that could be played beside their seat. All the children took turns
prize table, where they were able to choose additional school supplies, snacks, and even soi

toys. By the partyds end at 8: 00, each clj

back to school more successful.
Thank you to each of the volunteer s, wh et

a friend. Many hands make light work. The back room was cleaned up and everybody on their
Knig

in record time! Article Submitted by Rita Smith, Leading
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Hope you had as much fun as I did at the
LADIES OF THE ELKS

LOK GOUNTRY BOIL

We came together for good fooa,
good music and great friendships

On Friday, July 30the LOE hosted their annual LOE Country Boil. After lots of hard work and plannincr< t

finally came together in great fashion. The night started off with a stop to check in with Georgia Hilfi ,

she made sure all was good with our reservations. A big shout out to the volunteers from Club Chijvery,
they kept order to our crazy. Next up was our ambassador of happiness, Sue Moore. No one can sellja]50/-
raffle like she can. The kitchen was in tip top order with Joe LoCicero and Tommy Moore in the kitghen,

what could go wrong. Rounding out the event was Shelagh Gombarcik, making sure we all stayed oy fask.
Thank you to all who helped make this Low Country Boil a success. Without your support your JQE
would not be able to do all it does. Jacquie Lo Cicero, LOE President
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= MALLOVEEN PARTY

Hosted by: Paula Rousselle; Julie’Woeley, & Efi Ruffolo with - 1 uttolo with

a'Ghostly Group of Others

Octobet 30th ) at7:30pm), <14




