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IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ 
DŜƻǊƎŜ IƛƭŬŎƪŜǊ - ƎŜƻǊƎŜƘƛŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

²ŜƴŘȅ IŀƭƭΣ WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻΣ  /ŀƳŘŜƴ  [ȅƴƴ 

¢ƻƳƳȅ ϧ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ  
 

.ŀǊ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ 
/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ²Ŝƛƭ - умо-пуп-лмно  

²ŜƴŘȅ Iŀƭƭ - умо-рлл-фпоо 

Iŀƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ ϧ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΥ  

WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ - умо-нпр-спру 
 

 

 

9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŬŎƪŜǊ 

ƎŜƻǊƎƛŀƘƛƭŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀ ²Ŝō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ - ¢ŀƳǇŀŜƭƪǎΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ƭǳō IƻǳǊǎΥ  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 
 

[ƻŘƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ 
 

ŜƭƪǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅтлуϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 
 

A Message from 
Your Exalted Ruler, 

 

Paul DeLand  
                               Paul DeLand, Exalted Ruler   

Now the FUN Begins! We have met the halfway 
point! Notice the new level of activity? Are you part 
of it? If not you are missing a lot! Georgia Hilficker 
has first remodeled our kitchen, and then begun 
regular Friday night meals. As I write this we have 
completed our first two. BOTH WERE SELLOUTS! 
The 1st Friday we sold out and Georgia responded by 
getting more food for #2 Fridayé..and we sold out 
AGAIN. AND, there is musicéThe bar is buzzing, 
the drinks are excellent, and you need only read up 
and find out how you reserve your meal(s) ahead so 
you are not missed when it is served. You really need 
to come try out our new Fridays! 

We celebrated in September both the VP 
Homecoming for Tom Moran at NPR, and the visit 
of Suzi Selmonelli, FSEA President on the 17th and 
18th. The events were great and Iõm sorry if you 
missed them.       

Paula Rouselle, Julie Wooley and Efi Ruffalo are set 
to give us a BIG HALLOWEEN! On the 30th!  
Details elsewhere in this issue. 

As you visit your Lodge you will meet new 
bartenders, in addition to our regulars. Bar 
Managers Wendy Hall and Courtney Weil have set 
upon a course to bolster our staff to accommodate 
our growing Lodge attendance. Say hello and 
introduce yourself to these new folks! 

Future plans evolving:  New Years plans are 
underway as Chris Ragusa has taken on this event 
and will be announcing plans. Mark your year-end 
calendar for a fun night to ring in 2022! Also, plans 
will be soon announced for the 2022 Gasparilla 
event at Tampa Lodge. (Note the 2nd meeting in 
November will not be held due the holiday!). 

Finally, Shake some hands, give a hug, expand your 
friends listé.Make sure to do the òElk Thing!ó and 
say hello to every person you meet at Tampa 
Elksé.Just because we are the Pirate Lodge, does not 
make us sour folk. Go out of your way to say 
HOWDY to all you meet! Have a Great Elk Month! 

Paul Deland, Exalted Ruler 
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Your 2021 -22 Committee Chairs  
§ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛǎƳ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ....................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .........  
§ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ........................................ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ ²ƘŜŀǘƭŜȅ .... ΦǎƘŀƴƴƻƴǿƘŜŀǘƭŜȅмϪƎƳŀƛƭ 
§ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ϧ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ........... aŜƭƛǎǎŀ .ŜǊǘƻŎƘ ............ ƳƛǎǎōŜǊǘƻŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 5ǊǳƎ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .. ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻƻǊŜ .......... ǘƻƳƳƻƻǊŜпмлфϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ .... .ƻō {ǳƘǊƘŜƛƴǊƛŎƘ ..... ōƻōΦǎǳƘǊƘŜƛƴǊƛŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........................ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ ................. ŎƘŀǊǊƛǎтлфϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ϧ ²Ŝō /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ....... aŀǊǘȅ vǳƛǊŜ ................. ƳǉǳƛǊŜϪǘŀƳǇŀōŀǊΦǊǊΦŎƻƳ 
§ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ ........................... WŀƪŜ {ƭŀǘŜǊ ................................. ǎƭŀǘŜǊрмϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
§ IŀǊǊȅ-!ƴƴŀ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........ /ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ ............... ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 
§ IƻƻǇ {Ƙƻƻǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ......................... /ƘǊƛǎ wŀƎǳǎŀ ........ ǊŀƎǳǎǘŀŎƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ LƴǘŜǊƭƻŘƎŜ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ............ wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ........................ ΦŀǇǿǳǊƛǘŀϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ [ŀŘƛŜǎ hŦ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭƪǎ  ................................. WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ................. ǇƧƭƻŎƛŎŜǊƻϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
§ [ƻŘƎŜ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........................ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aƛƭŜǎ .............. ΦƭŜƎŀƭƳƛƭŜǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .......................... /ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ ............... ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 
§        /ƻ-/ƘŀƛǊ .......................................... {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪ .......... ΦǎƘŜƭŀƎƘƎмϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
§ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜƭŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ wƛǘǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................................... CǊŀƴƪ tŀƭƭŀŘƛƴƛ t{tΣ D9w9{ ..... ƀǇŀȅрсϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
§ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ............................ wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ......................... ŀǇǿǳǊƛǘŀϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ {ƻŎŎŜǊ {Ƙƻƻǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ....................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ {ǇƻǊǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................................. ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................. ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ........  
§ ̧ ƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................... tŀǧȅ ϧ aƛƪŜ ±ƻƭǇŜ ...... ǇŀǧȅŀƴŘƳǊŦƻȄϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

                                   

mailto:pjlocicero@gmail.com


  

 

October Elk Recognitions  
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Platinum Investors $100+  

Gold Investors $51-$99  
.ƻǊŘƻƴŀǊƻΣ wƻōŜǊǘ  тκнлнм 

Silver Investors $21 -$50  

 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20  

 

This monthõs Elk of The Month is Shannon Wheatley. Shannon is a 
behind-the-scenes Elké.Her contributions are not always visible. She has 
developed a strong relationship with Camp Idlewild, a special Camp for 
Autistic kids. The Grand Lodge awarded the camp $10,000 in a special 
grant during their national meeting here in Tampa, and we are working 
toward obtaining an Impact Grant for the camp as well. Lucky for us, 
Shannon also pops up regularly at the Lodge quietly helping with all types 
of activities. When you see her, thank her for what she adds to Tampa Elks!  

Cnk zW Á]C sztÁ]̣º] ttzt Û]C ÁnCÝ  

zWW_8C¶ zW Á]C sztÁ]̣8zÅ¶ÁtCÝ ÛC_n 

Officer of The Month is Courtney Weil, PER. This year Courtney serves 
as a Trustee, is Co-Manager of the bar, and is always cooking meals (like 
my installation dinner!).  She helps control bar costs, orders our alcohol, 
manages our bar staff and more. Though she has her own catering 
business and is busy 24-7, she always finds the time to gets things done 
for the Lodge. Her many years of dedication to Tampa 708 is much 
appreciated and we are lucky to have her on our team.  Say hi and thank 
you to her next time you see her. 
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Buckle up buttercup, the  is ready to start off the second 
half of our year!  First up is our Memberõs Tea and Fashion 
Show on Sunday, October 17th at 2pm. Resort Wear by 
Tiffany will once again have her latest fashions and 

accessories. Our own Shelagh, will spoil us with her 
traditional English Tea. Bring a friend and show him/her what the Ladies are 
all about. Tickets are available for $15 from Shelagh or Jacquie.  
Stepping ahead to the holidays, yes, the holidays! They will be here fast and furious. On December 2nd and 
3rd, the  will once again have their annual  Christmas Bazaar. Here is where you can be a part of 
the fun. This year we are looking to add homemade and hand-crafted items to our bazaar. If you are crafty 
or know someone who is, we are looking for you. Please contact Jacquie (813-245-6458) to discuss what 
you can contribute. We feel this will add a uniqueness to the shopping experience that we have not seen 
before.  
The  is hosting a Craft Day on Sunday, November 21st at 2pm. We will be creating a beautiful door 
hanger for the holiday season. More information will be available soon on the  board. The skill level 
will be for all levels. Donõt feel you are a creative enough to do this craft, no problem, I will be happy to 
assist you. We hope to see you there.  
 

Tidbits from our September meeting: We will have a pop-up shop at your annual Gasprilla Event. The 
Low Country Boil was successful with a nice profit as was our pop-up shop at our national convention 
Pirate Fest. Restriping of the parking lot still on the back burner, waiting for the rainy season to end and 
the lodge to repair the potholes.      Our next meeting is November 3rd, dinner at 6:15, meeting at 7pm. Hope 
to see you there! 

 

Jacquie LoCicero - President 

Shelagh Gombarcik - Vice President 

Bonnie Atwood- Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore - Chaplin 

Robert Bordonaro - Parliamentarian 

 

 DAP Drug Awareness Program:  

 

 

Hello everyone.  Just wanted to let everyone know that October is Drug Awareness Month. I will be 

putting Red Ribbons and other items around the Lodge and bar. Please grab a Red Ribbon and 
support Drug Awareness Month.  On the last week October, which is Drug Awareness Week, the 
Lodge will be giving Lanier and Westshore Elementary Schools Coloring Books, Red Ribbons, and 
Book Marker's to each child to enjoy and observe Drug Awareness.    

Remember òBe a Heroó Just say no to Drugs.    Tommy Moore, Chairman 

Patty Jankiewcz- 10/10,  Bonnie Atwood- 10/18, Theresa Seibert- 10/19, Donna Halsey- 10/25,   

WANT TO HELP OUR 
COMMUNITY CHILDREN?  

JOIN  THE  YOUTH  ACTIVITES 
COMMITTEE  

Help plan youth activities for the year; Essay Contest,  Poster Contest,  
Christmas toys collection from Walgreens, Toy distribution/Party,  

Hoop Shoot and Soccer Shoot 
First Meeting:  October 7th 

7:15 to 8:00pm 
Patty Volpe, Chairman 
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Love difficult people. You are one of them." - Bob Goff 
As humans, we get things wrong on an hourly basis. 

But that imperfection is what MAKES us human. 

òIndeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does  good 
and who never sins.ó  Ecclesiastes 7:20  

What do Tampa Elks do with a Beacon Grant? They provide a water 
safety day to the children and staff at Camp Idlewild of Florida of course!  

With this yearõs Beacon Grant, Tampa Elks sponsored a Water Safety 
Day on September 18th at the camp where we provided life jackets in 

multiple sizes, safety lines, anchors, lifeguard supplies including a megaphone, hats, whistles, rescue tubes, 
buoy balls, a tent, sunblock and so much more to the camp! In addition to the needed supplies, we also 
provided goody bags for each child from Tommy Moore who heads up the lodge drug awareness program. 
Exalted Ruler Paul DeLand told the excited campers about the Elks and how happy we were to be there! 
Hannah Davis with the YMCA was next up, using our newly donated items to do her water safety 
presentation. She was very impressed with all of the supplies we provided to the camp. The campers were 
then off to the water to try out their new life jackets and the life guards their new gear. After water 
playtime, it was back to the main lodge where Tampa Elk member Vic had the grill fired up for a Tampa 
Elks sponsored BBQ with hamburgers and hotdogs. Campers also enjoyed potato salad, baked beans, 
coleslaw, oranges and cupcakes for dessert!  

Tampa Elks did an awesome job in helping to provide crucial supplies and information about water safety 
to Camp Idlewild of Florida. Drowning is one of the top causes of death for children in Florida. We should 
be proud to be part of such a great organization.   

A special thank you to the following for their support:  Elks; Exalted Ruler Paul DeLand, Wendy Hall, Vic 
Belcore, Tommy Moore, Nikki Murphy, Rita Smith and Richelle Nickell.  The YMCA and Hannah 
Davidson for the donation of the water safety presentation. Nikki Murphy Photography for the donation of 
photography services. 

A Beautiful Day for a ĊSAFEċ Swim 
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With the òHomecomingó VP Visit at  New Port Richey Lodge #2284, the VP Visits have been completed in 
record time. I am positive everyone appreciates the new òdouble upó format. Not are we only required to 
clear our Lodge schedule for  four VP visits instead of eight, but we only need to host one every other year.    

It has been a delight to see what each lodge comes up with. As the home of the current VP, Tom Moran, and 
his wife Cindy, NPR Elks did not disappoint!  With their lodge partner, Tarpon Springs Elks #1719 they put 
on a well-planned event. The cocktail hour had sufficient staffing, and there is a lot of room in that lodge to 
mingle. The program was opened with a color guard from the young Marines, followed by a moving live 
musical medley of patriotic songs.  Past State President Rudi Masi did introductions and took the Lodge 
counts. NPRõs Exalted Ruler Barbara Rogers, and Tarpon Springs ER Cassie Hull introduced their officers. 
Vice President Tom Moran gave a moving tribute to his local first responders - the Chief of the Fire 
Department and a high-ranking officer from the New Port Richey Police Department. (Coincidentally, they 
both have decided to join the Lodge.)  One of the ladiesõ organizations gave a large gift to the VPõs wife, 
Cindy Moran, at that point the program was complete and a very tasty pork dinner was quickly served.  
 

Interlodge Visitation Chair  is the encouraging and recording of any time when 4 or more Elks from our 
lodge attend any kind of event at another lodge. So far, we have two VP visits, a DD Clinic, and a State 
Presidentõs Visit on our count. Please let me know if you are attending anything where there are 4 members 
from Tampa ð like the upcoming Army of Hope Picnic held at the Largo Lodge, a PER meeting at another 
lodge, or even a quarter Auction or Queen of Hearts event. Thank you. 

Rita Smith,  Interlodge Visitation Chair  

2021 Vice PresidentƁs Visit at New Port Richey 

Last Monthðs Festivities & Events 

 

September 17 and 18 marked the 2021 State 
Presidentõs visit to the West Central Districk. Suzi 
Simonelli, and 1st Gentleman Joey enjoyed a 
whirlwind visit complete with two cocktail 
parties, two dinners and a chance to hear from the 
West Central District. 

Suziõs program for the year was highlighted, along with her drive for increased 
membership. 
 

The highlight of the evening occurred when, welcomed by Suzi, PSP Rudy Masi, VP 
Tom Moran and DDGER Joanne Matos, as well as a crowd of attendees, Frank 
Paladini, PSP and District Leader, returned to public life.  Frank marked his return 
from an extended bout with Covid by a short address to the crowd, and circulating 
among those in attendance to visit one-on-one. 
An added bonus for Tampa Elks #708 was a 2nd place award of $600 from President 
Simonelli for the level of activities during the last year! 1st Place went to St. Pete Lodge 
and 3rd place to Largo Elks.                                                         Paul DeLand, Exalted Ruler 
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Last Monthðs Festivities & Events 

Ashton Offutt of Boy Scout Troop # 339 which meets at the First 
Baptist Church of Lutz, was presented with his Eagle badge, (the 
highest achievement a Boy Scout can earn) on Saturday September 
18th. Since itõs inception in 1912, over two million boys have 
worked to obtain this honor. 

The Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held at the Claywell Elementary School, on 
Northdale in the shelter of Ashtonõs Eagle Scout project. The shelter consists of four 
huge power poles supporting a òCanvas likeó awning offering protection from the 

elements to those who sit on the 10 well 
constructed benches. 
Ashton honored his Mentor and Teacher, Jenny 
Paloumpis with a moving speech and dedicated 
the shelter to her with a beautiful plaque. He also 
thanked Teco, Elks Lodge # 708 and his family and 
friends for their help in completing the impressive project. 

As it rained during a good bit of the ceremony, all who attended were 
grateful for and sheltered by Ashtonõs outstanding project. 
Attending Elks were Wendy Wiesler, Frank Smith and George Hilficker. 

Article by George Hilficker, House Committee Chair 

708 SUPPORTS BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

The Gourmet Club wrapped up another successful season this past 

August.   With monthly themes, some of which included ñCarnivoreôs 

Delightò,  ñBorn to Cookò (dishes popular the year you were born) and ñTôis 

the Seasonò (dishes featuring seasonal produce), we enjoyed our season of 

Food, Fun and Fellowship.   We are also pleased to announce that from tips  which were graciously 

donated, and the sale of some additional copies of our cookbook, The Epicurean Elk, we are making 

a donation of  $519.00 toward continued building renovations.   

For those of you unfamiliar with the Gourmet Club, we are a group of enthusiastic and talented 

cooks, who meet on the 4th Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm from February through August, to 

engage in a ñPot Luckò  Supperébut Not Yoô Mommaôs Potluck!  These talented cooks are 

challenged to face a Culinary Theme Challenge every month.  Over the years weôve enjoyed several 

different spins on traditional comfort food, as well some creatively talented, fine dining-

worthy  dishes.  And, just for the fun of it, we have a theme-appropriate Trivia Contest at the end of 

the meal.          

In 2019 we published our (first) cookbook, The Epicurean Elk, and this February, we will embark 

on our 12th year of cooking.   If you enjoy cooking (no gourmet skills required), or you enjoy eating 

(who doesnôt), please consider joining us when we resume Food, Fun and Fellowship in August of 

2022! 

Article by Candy Venable 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects  

Come try your Luck and enjoy a Sandwich and Soup with us! 
Donations accepted until 6:45...Drawing at 7pm 
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Upcoming Events and Projects  

Join us 
October 19, 2021 

Appetizers & Burgers 
Galore 

�'�G�C�F���%�Q�D�w�U���7�Q�Q 

3681 Westshore Blvd. 
Carpool from Lodge at 6pm 

or meet at restaurant at 6:30pm 
Please RSVP (Text or Dial) 

813-410-1873 


