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IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ 
/ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ - ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 

IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

{ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪΣ t9wΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ IŀƭƭΣ WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻΣ 
¢ƻƳƳȅ ϧ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ IƛƭŦƛŎƪŜǊ 

 

.ŀǊ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ 
/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ²Ŝƛƭ - умо-пуп-лмно  

²ŜƴŘȅ Iŀƭƭ - умо-рлл-фпоо 

Iŀƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ ϧ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΥ  

WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ - умо-нпр-спру 
 

 

 

9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŬŎƪŜǊ 

ƎŜƻǊƎƛŀƘƛƭŬŎƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀ ²Ŝō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ - ¢ŀƳǇŀŜƭƪǎΦŎƻƳ 
 

/ƭǳō IƻǳǊǎΥ  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 
 

[ƻŘƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ 
 

ŜƭƪǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅтлуϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 
 

 

2021 Elks National 
Convention 

TAMPA 

A Message from 
Your Exalted Ruler, 

 

Paul DeLand 

When this Elksize hits your 
email or mail box many of you might not see it 
for dayséYou will be too busy working the 
Grand Lodge Convention! I have quite high 
expectations for the level of activity, visitors and 
so forth we will have from beginning of July 
until July 9. The actual convention will be July 4 
thru 7. 

If you get this at any time from July 1 to July 6th, 
please contact the Lodge or Chairman Rita 
Smith (813-431-3020) and volunteer for at least 
one shift to help as we host  hundreds of Elks 
from across the nation. This is, perhaps, the 
largest event this Lodge has ever handled and 
we NEED HELP! Hands on, doing everything 
from greeting visitors in pirate gear to serving 
food, helping back the bartenders, and cooking! 
That will be followed by a clean up when the 
Grand Lodge has ended. Donate some time and 
enjoy the biggest party we will see for many 
months. Your Lodge needs YOU! Please show us 
your Elks Spirit! 

The 1st stage of our bar renovation is complete. 
The outer bar face has been replaced with 
paneling, the new chairs are being hailed as 
quite comfortable, the new flooring around the 
bar is in place as well. Many of our folk have 
spent LOTS of hours, raised lots of money and 
worked hard to get to this point. Following the 
Grand Lodge Convention, and after a rest, we 
will continue with the renovation. 

From a large anniversary party to a highly 
successful Member Mingle, planned and 
executed in excellent fashion by Candi 
Suhrheinrich, you can see we are a busy Lodge, 
with more to come. The Grand Lodge 
Convention is only a blip on the scale of developing 
things at 708écome on down and join with us in 
the celebration of Elkdom! 

 
                               Paul DeLand, Exalted Ruler   
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Your 2021 -22 Committee Chairs  
§ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛǎƳ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ....................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .........  
§ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ........................................ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ ²ƘŜŀǘƭŜȅ .... ΦǎƘŀƴƴƻƴǿƘŜŀǘƭŜȅмϪƎƳŀƛƭ 
§ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ϧ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ........... /ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ .............. ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 
§ 5ǊǳƎ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .. ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻƻǊŜ .......... ǘƻƳƳƻƻǊŜпмлфϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ .... .ƻō {ǳƘǊƘŜƛƴǊƛŎƘ ..... ōƻōΦǎǳƘǊƘŜƛƴǊƛŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........................ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ ................. ŎƘŀǊǊƛǎтлфϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ 9ƭƪǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ϧ ²Ŝō /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ....... aŀǊǘȅ vǳƛǊŜ ................. ƳǉǳƛǊŜϪǘŀƳǇŀōŀǊΦǊǊΦŎƻƳ 
§ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ ........................... WŀƪŜ {ƭŀǘŜǊ ................................. ǎƭŀǘŜǊрмϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
§ IŀǊǊȅ-!ƴƴŀ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........ /ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ ............... ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 
§ IƻƻǇ {Ƙƻƻǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ......................... /ƘǊƛǎ wŀƎǳǎŀ ........ ǊŀƎǳǎǘŀŎƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ LƴǘŜǊƭƻŘƎŜ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ............ wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ........................ ΦŀǇǿǳǊƛǘŀϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ [ŀŘƛŜǎ hŦ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭƪǎ  ................................. WŀŎǉǳƛŜ [ƻ/ƛŎŜǊƻ................. ǇƧƭƻŎƛŎŜǊƻϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
§ [ƻŘƎŜ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ........................ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aƛƭŜǎ .............. ΦƭŜƎŀƭƳƛƭŜǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .......................... /ŀƳŘŜƴ [ȅƴƴ ............... ŎŀƳŘŜƴƭȅƴƴлтϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ 
§        /ƻ-/ƘŀƛǊ .......................................... {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪ .......... ΦǎƘŜƭŀƎƘƎмϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
§ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜƭŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ wƛǘǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................................... CǊŀƴƪ tŀƭƭŀŘƛƴƛ t{tΣ D9w9{ ..... ƀǇŀȅрсϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
§ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ............................ wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ......................... ŀǇǿǳǊƛǘŀϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ {ƻŎŎŜǊ {Ƙƻƻǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ....................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ {ǇƻǊǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................................. ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  
§ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ................. YǊƛǎǝŜ aŀǘƘŜǿǎ ........... ŦŀƴƻƊŀƳǇŀϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
§ ̧ ƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ .................... ¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ .....  

STEVE HARMON, PDDGER 
RETIRES FROM THE FESA 

A member of 708 since 1990, Steve has done 
much to enhance our Lodge and the FESA 
over the past 31 years. He established our 
Partners in Progress Fund, which continues to 
grow to this day and has been our Lodge 
advisor since 2015.  Though he retires from 

FESA, he  will continue on as 708õs Lodge Advisor. 

Few of us know that Steve, while a member working on a contract basis, 
wrote the program that tracked certificates and donations for FSEA from 
2009 to 2015 and later put together the first system that allows us to 
register and pay for events and fees online.  
In Carl Siebertõs retirement email to Steve he wrote:  òSuffice it to say your 
contributions were many and your successes without equal. You were often the only 
Elk in the crowd that could see the big picture with me and together we built an 
infrastructure for growth and longevity! I cannot thank you enough.ó 
To say the least he has put his mark on Elkdom and especially on our 
Lodge.  We are proud to count him among the members of Tampa Lodge 708. 

Article submitted by Georgia Hilficker 

Awards bestowed at  
State Convention 

IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS  AT THE  2021 STATE CONVENTION  

Our Lodge was proud to 
accept  the  Harry-Anna Trust 
Award for highest perð
capita donations for the 
2020-2021 Florida Elk year. 
We were also awarded 1st 
runner up for All State 
Lodge, in our size category, 
loosing to Gainesville by a 
mere 45 points. 

Go 708! 

mailto:pjlocicero@gmail.com


  

 

Your Lodge Needs You Now!  

July Elk Recognitions  
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!Ǝŀƛƴ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 9ƭƪǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ƻŘƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻƻǊŜΣ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ 
ŀƴŘ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ [ŜŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ YƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜΣ 
ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ǎƻǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ IƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΧΦ{ǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǘ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ 
ŎŀƪŜǎΧΦΦYƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ {ǳŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ YƴƛƎƘǘ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ǝƳŜΧΦ¢ƻƳƳȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ 
ŀǎ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΗ 

As you probably know by now, Tampa is hosting the Elks National Convention.  Our 
Lodge is the closest of the west central district Lodges to the event and hotels, so we 
expect to receive lots of visitors throughout the convention. 
 

With that in mind please consider volunteering a few hours of your time for the dates 
July 1st to July 9th to help make our visitors welcome.  There are all types of shifts 
available from hosting and selling to serving...there are seated shifts and some with 
standing and sitting so you should find something that fits your needs.   
 

Youõll find all types of fun things going on so youõll probably want to stick around once 
your shift is over so come hungry, thirsty and ready to play. 
 

There will be pirates everywhere, live music, great 708 souvenirs and specialty drinks 
galore.  There are tons of 708 volunteers working behind the scenes to make this 
happen...all we need is you to help us ensure 708 is remembered as the friendliest and 
most hospitable Lodge around. 
 

{ƻƳŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ-ōƻǊƴ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜΧΦ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 9ƭƪ 
ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ .ŜƭŎƻǊŜΦ aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƳŜǘ ±ƛŎ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ 
ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΦ Iƛǎ мǎǘ ŜũƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ 
DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪΣt9w ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΦ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ 
ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǳǎŜŘέ ǇŀƴŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜǿ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ-ǘƻ-ŬƴŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀƳǇŀΦ ±ƛŎ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎŀǿǎΣ 
ŜǘŎΦ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ ƻƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ .Ŝ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ƻƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ  ŀƭǘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
! .LD 9[Y ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ±ƛŎǘƻǊ .ŜƭŎƻǊŜΗ 
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Thanks to an idea from Laura Jones, in collaboration with Candi 
Suhrheinrich, with artwork by Georgia Hilficker, there will be, 
prominently displayed, in our Lodge an ENF Tree of Life 
showing all members who are giving to the Elks National 
Foundation. Names of those donating will have their own leaf 
displayed on the tree for the rest of our fiscal year. 
 

If you need assistance for signing up, call me and I will walk you 
through it.  No computer? I have envelopes! 

Bob Suhrheinrich, ENF Chairman 

          

 
 

 The BIGGEST event of our lodge is here! This is our moment to 
SHINE! Where does that leave our LOE? Welléthe LOE needs 
your help. The Ladies will be displaying their pirate jewelry 
during the Lodgeõs activities, and we need volunteers to collect 

donations. Itõs not too late to help out. No amount of volunteer time is too small.  
Only have an hour to spare, no problem! You can contact me via email 
(loetampa708@yahoo.com) or call/text (813-245-6458). Your participation and 
support of your LOE is integral to its success.  

It is LOW COUNTRY BOIL TIM E!  Friday, July 30th from 6pm-8pm the Ladies will be hosting a Low Country 
Boil. The cost is $25 per person and reservations are a MUST! There is a sign-up sheet on the LOEõs bulletin board, 
or you can call/text (Jacquie 813-245-6458) to reserve your spot. Last day for reservations is Wednesday, July 28th. 
Come join your LOE for good food, the music of Greg White Jr, and most of all good company. Hope to see you 
there.  

Before our monthly meeting, we like to gather, have a meal, and enjoy the company before we get down to the 
business at hand.  If you would like to make (or order) a dinner for the LOE, please see the sign-up sheet on the LOE 
board. As always, you can also call/text me to sign up.  

due to our extensive lodge events for the Grand Lodge Convention. Our next 
meeting will be August 4th. Dinner at 6:15 and meeting at 7pm.  

. Save the date (September 12th) for a members (or non-members) fashion show 
and tea. In October Candi Suhrheinrich is coordinating a dinner for the families at the Ronald McDonald House at 
TGH. We are tentatively scheduled for October 27th, pending their reopening to volunteer groups.  

: A follow up on the fireplace: I believe the fireplace has been fixed! 
Restriping the parking lot: awaiting Step 1 (fill the holes!) to be completed. We can then progress to restriping. A 
motion to revamp the bathrooms in the social quarters was passed. Expect to see some changes coming very soon. 
Pop-Up shop on 5/20 was successful.  Thank you to all who gave their support.  

Hope to see you at our August 4th meeting.                                                                                                             Jacquie LoCicero, LOE President 

 

Jacquie LoCicero - President 

Shelagh Gombarcik - Vice President 

Bonnie Atwood- Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore - Chaplin 

Robert Bordonaro - Parliamentarian 

7/2 Alice Ferrari, 7/8 Candi Suhrheinrich, 7/15 Jackie Appel, 7/21 Nancy Dudney,  
7/25 Elma Kelly, 7/30 Edie Hanley 

mailto:loetampa708@yahoo.com
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"Bitterness is drinking poison in hopes that it'll  kill the other person."  ~Anonymous 
Enemies don't deserve your attention nearly as much as your friends do. 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. Ephesians 4:31                                Crystal Johnson, Chaplain 

Meet Andrew Finn, FSEA Employee 
and Happy Camper Hero 

Andrew Finn is an IB Student at Robinson. He has been to the Florida Elks 
Youth Camp 3 times as a camper, and this year he was hired to work as a 
Counselor-in-Training. Prior to his employment, he started a project to collect 
toiletry items for the camp. This is especially important to him as the camp had 
provided what he had unfortunately forgotten to bring when he was a camper. 
He called his campaign the òHappy Camper Heroó. This was a very personal 
mission for him, so when he failed to reach his goal, after soliciting his friends and 
family to contribute through a designated Amazon account, he reached out to 
Lodge Secretary Rick Schneider.  He asked if his wish list could be distributed to 
the Tampa Elks Lodge members in the hope he could complete his mission.  

After a brief investigation to make sure this Andrew Finn was legit, Rick 
decided that it would be more expeditious to just give him the cash to shop for the items locally. Rick made 
the motion at a Lodge meeting to donate $250 from charity funds towards his mission. The motion passed, 
and Andrew was asked to appear at the Lodge to pick up the check. On May 16th, Andrew received the 
check from Secretary Richard Schneider and Exalted Ruler Paul Deland.  We all enjoyed meeting this nice 
young man and were happy to have helped him achieve his goal. 
To  our surprise, on June 8, Secretary Schneider received another email from Andrew, this time he was 
asking how to give us a refund since he met his goal and had money leftover! He was instructed to donate it 
to the camp, which I am sure he did. This is the kind of character that spending time at the Elks Youth 
Camp instills in children. The Harry Anna Trust fund is what funds both the camp and the Florida Elks 
Childrenõs Therapy services. Tampa was proud to accept a plaque for the highest per capita donations to 
Harry Anna at the recent convention.    

You can learn more about the camp and contribute to Harry Anna at FLELKS.org.  I am sure you will hear more about Andrew Finn in the 
future!                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Article submitted by Rita Smith 

Christina Sanchez spends every Wednesday afternoon working with the children at 
Community Stepping Stone Center. This center is just a couple of blocks from the 
Sulphur Springs Park and Pool, on North Nebraska. Last year we split our 
spotlight pandemic aid between two community centers, but this year we will 
focus on just this one to have a greater impact. The plan is to hold a Christmas in 
July event on July 27th, for 40 children. Each of these 40 kids, selected by the staff 
at the center, will receive a new pair of shoes, a package of socks, and some small 
toiletries. The children and their families will receive a meal at the center, and  an 
additional meal to take home for another night. Gifts other than food, clothes and 
hygiene products are not allowed under the grant.  We  hope that our lodge 
members will donate small toys, candy, and other gift items for children. A 
collection box will be set up at the lodge on July 10th.  
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Charity Report  

 
Several months ago, we received a solicitation from Non - Profit Liberty Manor for 
Veterans to act as a sponsor for a canoe during  the òThe Greatest Race Everó  to be 
conducted on the Hillsboro River on Memorial Day.  
 

Liberty Manor provides homes and services for veterans, but receives no direct aid 
from the Federal Government. These are usually Veterans who have fallen through 
the cracks. They live mostly independently, but under the one roof provided by 
Liberty Manor. 
 

The Veterans Committee agreed to support it with $500 from their reserved funds, 
and the Lodge chipped in $500 of their charity funds, so we were in!  Elk 
member Joe LoCicero,  agreed to man the canoe for our team, and a Veteran 
from Liberty Manor  was to be chosen to join him in the canoe.  
 

Joe Locicero is a licensed mental health counselor who owns Green Fields 
Mental Health Services, an agency that is a state mental health provider and 
behavior analyst for the developmentally disabled.  He was introduced to our 
Lodge through our scholarship program when his niece, Kendall Runyon, 
was a top 20 MVS scholar. She is now in graduate school. Joe is a faithful 
member of our Veteranõs committee, and sometimes even a volunteer in the 
kitchen. His wife, Jacquie Locicero, is his office manager and the President of 
Tampaõs Ladies of the Elks.  
 

The Veteran  paddling with Joe was John France.  John is a Vietnam era 
Veteran who was determined to go to Vietnam. Though that was not his first 
station, he did eventually go and towards the end of his tour he was shot 
down.  John was awarded the Bronze Star, Soldier Service, and the Purple 
Heart Awards.  He has been diagnosed with Agent Orange related cancer in 
several organs, and but for Liberty Manor would be homeless.  I suspect by 
next year he will be one of the soldiers remembered on Memorial Day.  
 

Unfortunately, The Bay Area was in drought conditions on Memorial Day, so 
the Hillsborough River was way to low to safely accommodate planned 
launch site.  
 
 

Connie and David Lindsay, who run Liberty Manor, are members of the 
Brandon Elks Lodge. They own some property which is not 501C3 and one of 
those properties is a large tract in Seminole Heights on the Hillsboro River.  It 
was the planned finish line, but since their boat launch was still in the water, 
they changed plans to start and finish the race there.   
 

We were blessed with a beautiful day, warm but with a breeze, and there was 
plenty of shade available.  There were a couple of food trucks including one 
with salad options & Checkers French FriesðFree!  They were grilling hot 
dogs and hamburgers ð Free!  Buckets of sodas and water ð all free. Snacks, 
nuts, cookies, - whatever you could consume -Free. 
 

All in all, it turned out to be a really nice afternoon.  Even though our canoe 
did not win a prize, we were recognized for sponsoring the canoe.  We raced 
in  the nicest canoe on the river, too.  If this becomes an annual event, I think 
we should stay with it!  Next year, bring your family! 
 

Article submitted by: Rita Smith 
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Last Monthðs Festivities & Events 

First let me say, if you missed convention this year...you donõt 
want to miss it next year!!  We had a Blast!  It was a lot of work 
for those that volunteered, but even those of us that worked the 
event had a great time. 
 

Our hospitality suite òROCKEDó, it was spacious and comfortable and even had 
room to dance, which many people did.  The hotel did a great job of organizing 
the placement of the suites, which were all down one hallway. This made it 
convenient for the 900+ Elks attending to sample all the varied offerings of each 
suite.  The 708 pirates were out in force, representing us well as they òInvadedó all 
the other suites, and were well received by all. 
 

Donõt let anyone tell you we werenõt the hospitality suite to beat, with live music 
by Kris Pierce, great food, (Cuban Sandwiches, Mojo Pork, Rice, Black Beans, Cuban bread 
and Laura Jonesõs addictive Chex Mix to nibble on) and nightly visits from our state 
President Rudy Maci and his wife Dolly, we rocked the place! We entertained our 
visitors late into the night with a South Tampa òPirate Partyó, closing with a 
rounding chorus of God Bless America led by Kris Pierce and the 11 oõclock toast.  
 

Iõd like to take this time to formally thank the many volunteers that made this 
yearõs convention such a roaring success.  Iõm sure Iõm going to miss someone 
because everyone there contributed in one way or another.  So let me say here, if 
Iõve missed your name, please accept my sincerely apologies because without each 
and everyone of you this would never have come off as well! 
 

Thank you to: Suite manager/food assistant; Rita Smith, Leading Knight. Bar co
-chairs: Wendy Hall, Trustee and Laura Jones. Decorations: Shelagh Gombarcik, 
PER Fundraising: Edie Hanley, Inner Guard and Crystal Johnson, Chaplain, 
Treasurer: Debbie Brennan. Preloading and Breakdown: Suzanne Moore, 
Lecturing Knight and Tommy Moore, Trustee. Main Bartenders: Patty and Mike 
Volpe, Kara Hayes, ER of the Seminole Lodge, Kelly Mitchell, Georgette Harrell, 
Becca Dietrich and Doug Grant. Transport and Setup:  Chris Miles, PER, òWhizó 
Whisenhunt, and Nikki Murphy. Signage and Advertising: Georgia Hilficker. 
Overall Helpers: Melissa Bertoch, Esquire, Jan Bertoch, Alyssa Anderson, Sammy 
Weil, Paul DeLand, ER, Sherrel Jorgensen and Kris Pierce for volunteering his 
talent.  Iõd also like to say thanks to the folks that stepped in to bartend when 
needed.  You saved the day a few times. 

Hope to see everyone at next yearõs convention...we at 708 always struts our stuff 
and believe me, you want to be part of it. 

Courtney Weil, State Convention and Food Chairman 
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   Last Monthðs Festivities & Events 

What a perfect Sunday afternoon! A wonderful time was 
had by all in attendance. We had a large variety of 
delicious hors dõoeuvres to choose from and libations 
were served by our talented bartender, Paul Sierra.  A 
fun Elks Trivia game was played and won by Mike 
Volpe.  We all learned at least one new tidbit about 
Elkdom!  The fun and laughter really started when seven 
membersõ tickets were drawn for a door prize.  Much to 
everyoneõs surprise, six of them had yoyos and one had a 
Walmart gift card, won by Susan Bruno.  Off to the races 
we went as they all competed to be our Lodgeõs #1 Yoyo!  
After thoughtful consideration by our judges, Chris 
Miles and Bob Suhrheinrich, Buzz Bruno was chosen, 
crowned, and bannered.  Our next Member Mingle will 
be announced. Be sure to join us in fun, laughter, and 
camaraderie.                         Article Submitted by Candi Suhrheinrich 

On a sunny Saturday morning in May, the Ladies of the Elks had their annual Walk-A-Thon 
to benefit Childrenõs Therapy Services. Shelagh, Sue, and I started our trek at Ballast Point 
Park and bumbled our way through the neighborhood.  The day was ripe for reminiscing as we 
walked by the Yacht Club and passed homes of people we knew. Along the way we chatted, 
enjoyed the fresh air, and tried to keep up the pace with the energizer bunny, Sue Moore, 
Lecturing Knight. In the end, our goal was met and surpassed! All proceeds collected benefits 
Children Therapy Services. Thank you to all who donated and made this one of our most 
economically successful Walk-A-Thons ever!              Article submitted by, Jacquie LoCicero, LOE President 

Following the lodgeõs Flag Day Ceremony, the LOE hosted a Fatherõs Day Picnic. 
Many of the Boys and Girls Scouts and their families joined us in celebration.  
Everyone ate and laughed and thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon honoring their 
fathers. The fried chicken, baked beans and Sueõs potato salad were a complete 
success and due to the Scout Master, Frank Smithõs generous donation everyone 
ate free.  This yearõs picnic came together with the help of Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, 
Sue Moore, Lecturing Knight, Laura Jones, Bonnie Atwood and Kathryn Hall. Thank you, 
Ladies, for making this day special.  
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 Upcoming Events and Projects  
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Upcoming Events and Projects  
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Join us 
July 27, 2021 

For Pizza, Pizza, Pizza!  

Carpool from Lodge at 6pm 
�R�U���P�H�H�W���D�W�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\�·�V���D�W�����������S�P 

Please RSVP (Text or Dial) 
813-410-1873 


