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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Paul DeLand 
LEADING KNIGHT - Rita Smith  

LOYAL KNIGHT -  Paula Rousselle 
LECTURING KNIGHT - Suzanne Moore 

SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Laura Jones 

ESQUIRE -  Melissa Bertoch 
INNER GUARD - Edie Hanley 

TILER - Richard Florance, PER 
CHAPLAIN –Crystal Johnson 

5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Wendy Hall 
4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Orcutt 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Courtney Weil, PER 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

House Committee Chair 
George Hilficker - georgehificker@gmail.com 

House Committee Members: 

Wendy Hall, Jacquie LoCicero,  Camden  Lynn 

Tommy & Suzanne Moore,  Edie Hanley 
 

Bar Managers 
Courtney Taylor Weil - 813-484-0123  

Wendy Hall - 813-500-9433 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  

Jacquie LoCicero - 813-245-6458 
 

 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 
 

Lodge Secretary email: 
 

elksecretary708@outlook.com 
 

A Message from 
Your Exalted Ruler, 

 

Paul DeLand  
                               Paul DeLand, Exalted Ruler   

DECEMBER...WE APPROCH THE NEW YEAR! 

A  month of celebration, recollection, and 
preparation.  

Celebration includes the ER’s Christmas 
Party on December 11th….Yummy spiral 
ham with sweet potato casserole, 
etc…..plus bring a $10 minimum value gift 
to exchange. Fun, fellowship and a warm 
salute to one another. 

Recollection as we take pause December 5th 
for the annual Elks Memorial Service, with 
fidelity to the memory of those who have 
passed during the last year. 

Preparation, as we think forward to the 
coming year. We pass by Christmas, the 
New Year, and consider the year to come. 
It will be a busy month with much 
celebration, and reflection. 

Above all else I hope you will look to your 
fellow Elks with the fellowship, caring and 
kindly thoughts and deeds our obligation 
instills in our lives. Take a moment to 
review the actual obligation and reflect 
upon the values added to our lives when 
we follow the charges given us. 

Have the finest of Christmas season, and 
New Years and We are back to work next 
month as we prepare for the 2022 
Gasparilla Celebration and begin the last 
quarter of the Elk Year! 

Paul DeLand, ER 



  

VOLUME 2021  ISSUE  9                                   DECEMBER                OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 2  

Your 2021-22 Committee Chairs 
 Americanism Committee ....................... To Be Determined .........  
 Army of Hope ........................................ Shannon Wheatley .... .shannonwheatley1@gmail 
 Community Projects & Activities ........... Melissa Bertoch ............ missbertoch@gmail.com 
 Drug Awareness Education Committee .. Tommy Moore .......... tommoore4109@gmail.com 
 Elks National Foundation Certificates .... Bob Suhrheinrich ..... bob.suhrheinrich@gmail.com 
 Elks Training Committee ........................ Christine Harris ................. charris709@gmail.com 
 Elks Website & Web Communication ....... Marty Quire ................. mquire@tampabar.rr.com 
 Government Relations ........................... Jake Slater ................................. slater51@me.com 
 Harry-Anna Trust Fund Committee ........ Camden Lynn ............... camdenlynn07@msn.com 
 Hoop Shoot Committee ......................... Chris Ragusa ........ ragustachristopher@gmail.com 
 Interlodge Visitation Committee ............ Rita Smith........................ .apwurita@hotmail.com 
 Ladies Of The Elks  ................................. Jacquie LoCicero................. pjlocicero@gmail.com  
 Lodge Activities Committee ................... To Be Determined .....  
 Membership Committee ........................ Christopher Miles .............. .legalmiles@gmail.com 
 Orientation Committee .......................... Camden Lynn ............... camdenlynn07@msn.com 
        Co-Chair .......................................... Shelagh Gombarcik .......... .shelaghg1@yahoo.com 
 Public Relation Committee .................... To Be Determined .....  
 Ritual Committee ................................... Frank Palladini PSP, GERES ..... fjpay56@yahoo.com 
 Scholarship Chairman ............................ Rita Smith......................... apwurita@hotmail.com 
 Soccer Shoot Committee ....................... Mike Volpe & Christien Elkins  
 Sports Committee .................................. To Be Determined .....  
 Veterans’ Service Committee ................. To Be Determined ........  
 Youth activities Committee .................... Patty & Mike Volpe ...... pattyandmrfox@gmail.com 

We are looking for 80 Christmas Cards with a 
personal message especially from you for our local 
homeless population. Please leave them unsealed so we 
can insert a gift card.  There will be a box at the 
Lodge to drop them. 

Thank you, Rita Smith, Leading Knight 

mailto:pjlocicero@gmail.com


  

 

 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

December Elk Recognitions 
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ELK OF THE MONTH…KIM VAN WALKER 
Need a photo of a person, or pics of a Lodge event or happening? How about some 
design work for new Lodge shirts, caps, etc.? One name comes to mind 
immediately, Kim Van Walker. Kim likes to remain behind the scenes, but when a 
major event occurs you will find her and her camera taking marvelous pics of it. She 
is there for work on new Lodge items to sell, or for bartenders…and, it is not at all 
unusual for Kim to bring a food dish to the event as well. Say a big “Hello!” and a 
“Thank You!” next time you see Kim. 

 
Paula Rousselle joined Tampa Lodge less than 2 years ago and has already made her 
mark. This year she stepped in as Loyal Knight. She has organized a group of newer 
members, many of whom she brought into the Lodge, and they hold marvelous 
parties with food, fun, music, dancing and such. Her most recent was this year’s 
Halloween Party. In addition to her new members her group of fellow-partiers 
including Julie Wooley, Efi Ruffalo, and others have brought in many of our new 
members this year. You will know Paula when you attend one of our parties as she 
will be the lively little one leading the dancers about the floor. A Thank You and 
Welcome to this month’s Officer of the Month. 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH…PAULA ROUSSELLE 



  

 

“Anything is possible when no one cares who gets the credit." - Anonymous 
 

Your hard work makes a difference whether people congratulate you for it 
or not. 

“And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are the 
sacrifices that please God.” Hebrews 13:16 

Drug Awareness Poster Contest – Ray Hendricks & Tommy Moore will be co-
chairing this event – stay tuned for more details.  

Walgreens Christmas Toy Drive - runs from Nov 15th to Dec 15th – Volunteers will 
be needed to collect the toys from our designated Walgreens locations. 

 Kids Christmas Party: The committee has elected to have a Kids Christmas Party on 
Sunday Dec. 19, 2021 from 3-5pm – Spaghetti is on the menu. 

 Please Join Us …We Need Your Help to Make all this Happen for Our Kids! 

See Page 11 for More Information 

Tampa 708 Shelagh Gombarcik, PER w o r k e d 
with the Poppy Chairman from American Legion Auxiliary 
South Dale Mabry Unit 139 to hold a raffle at the Tampa 
Elks Lodge to raise Poppy Funds. The American Legion 
Auxiliary's Poppy Fund donations are used exclusively for 
projects to benefit Veterans or Active-Duty Military and 
their families.  Individual Elks donated $250.00,The Ladies 
of the Elks donated $50.00, and Tampa Lodge 708 pitched 
in $250.00 from their charity funds. The check was 
presented during the Poppy Report at the 
November 23rd meeting of the legion 
auxiliary. Pictures, L-R Tampa Elks PER 
Shelagh Gombarcik, Unit 139 Auxiliary 
Poppy Chair Pat Pastore, and Unit 139 
Auxiliary President Dee Wilson. 
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We hope all our Lodge members had a restful and 
delicious Thanksgiving holiday.  As we hope you’ve 
noticed, the Lodge is decorated, but are we really 

ready for the holidays? The Ladies are ready! 
 

On December 2nd and 3rd, the LOE is hosting their annual 
Christmas Bazaar. Please come shop for unique gifts for you or your loved ones.  We have 
worked hard to accumulate some unusual and memorable items to tempt all tastes. 

What’s next you ask...Well the LOE is gearing up for a wild and successful Gasparilla 
season. We are planning to have a Pirate Pop-Up Shop and more. If you are looking for a 
unique and creative Gasprilla wreath, the LOE has just what you are looking for. Come see 
and preorder your wreath at the LOE Christmas Bazaar or email the us at 
loetampa708@yahoo.com.   

 

12/8 Jack Johnson, 12/13 Betty Pickenpaugh,  12/22 Carolyn Miller,  12/24  Shelagh Gombarcik 

 

Jacquie LoCicero - President 

Shelagh Gombarcik - Vice President 

Bonnie Atwood- Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore - Chaplin 

Robert Bordonaro - Parliamentarian 

 

Saturday food preparation by Courtney Weil, PER, Shelagh 
Gombarcik, PER,  Michael Volpe, Joe LoCiccero, and Steve Kraft; Sunday 5 AM food 
bake by Leading Knight Rita Smith, Douglas Grant, Patty Volpe, and Daniel 
Armentrout; car Loading by 6:45. 

 Then finally-Sunday 7AM - dishing up and offering a Thanksgiving Feast to the less 
fortunate at Open Arms Ministry with Courtney Whisenhunt Taylor Weil, PER, Patty Volpe, Douglas 
Grant, Rita Smith, Leading Knight, and special helpers-Dee & Buster Levin and their children Andre & 
Caysi with friends Natalie. We dished up 80 meals! As you can see- they were well received 

Open Arms at Hyde Park Ministry offers various and unique services to the hungry or homeless. Today, 
beside the Thanksgiving Feast, they had fresh coffee, bottled water, breakfast in a bag, bags of fresh fruit, 
assorted desserts, toiletries, and vaccinations or flu shots and mail service. This is the 8th year Tanpa Elks 
has teamed up with Open Arms to remember the less fortunate during the Holidays. 

mailto:loetampa708@yahoo.com
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Grant Reports 

 

We had a busy November with Club Chivalry, even though our 
school sponsor, Caroline Hand, was ill for about a week. You just 
can’t avoid the germs when you are in an enclosed classroom with 
five different groups of kids coming through during the day. 
Robinson is slated for an almost complete makeover, and hopefully an 
improved ventilation system will be included. This school is about 60 
years old.   

We had our Club meeting day while Ms. Hand was out sick. Her 
substitute graciously agreed to be our liaison for the day since all she 
had to do was be present.  Tampa Elk’s own  Roshaun Gendrett was 
our guest speaker, and he spoke about what students need to succeed 
in school. He also explained the role of the school board. Roshaun 
was well received by the students. We distributed the Club T shirts, 
too. Thank you to Elma Kelly, Carolyn Miller, Tommy Moore, and 
Bonnie Atwood for volunteering.   

Next up was field trip to Kaiser University.  Ms Hand and Tommy 
Moore chaperoned the actual field trip from 9:30-1:30. Attendance 
was so low that I cancelled three volunteers. At 1:30, the bus pulled 
up to the school and Tommy was able to leave and I handled the rest 
of the day. We had ice cream, played games and had a cake walk in 
the cafeteria.  

On the 18th, we sponsored an “on campus” field trip in conjunction 
with the Great American Teach In. Attendance was better, but not 

great.  We had breakfast at 8:30 in the cafeteria, followed by a couple of hours exploring careers in the gym. 
Thank you to Carolyn Miller and Edie Hanley for arriving so early. Next. we moved to the auditorium to listen 
to  some great speakers – mostly  Elks, of course. Patty Volpe, Youth Activities Chair,  spoke about her “Journey 
in Life”, and how she arrived at her career at CCS Medical. Shelagh Gombarcik, PER, talked about careers in 
the hospitality Industry, Betty Orcutt, PLP, told them about her  route into nursing. Edie Hanley, Inner Guard,  
interested them in a career in the prison system, especially the possibility of early retirement. We had a last-
minute substitution for our scheduled Realtor, who had to cancel. With no time left to get a volunteer 
approved, South Tampa Activist Stephanie Poyner was recruited by the PTSA president to talk about the 
rental availability in South Tampa and her campaign to halt the overbuilding. At my request, Shelagh gave one 
final, very short speech, about how having a third place where you have community, and a sense of belonging is 
good for your mental health. At 1:00, we had Chic-fil-et delivered from Uber eats. Unlike the last disaster with 
Subway Sandwiches, lunch arrived right on time!!!  The kids had placed their orders at breakfast, so they were 
all pleased with their meals.  The rest of the day was spent doing team building  - the ice breaker game Who 
Am I?, a team trivia competition, the Cups reflex game, and then they all got to try to throw ping-pong balls 
into a net on top of their teacher’s head. Guess what 
they liked best? 
There is no Club Day scheduled in December, since 
exams start on December 7th. The students voted to 
have a Christmas field trip instead of a gift this year. 
Pending ENF approval, that will be from 9:15-1:45 on 
December 6th.  Both male and female volunteers are 
needed. We hope to have 40 students. Tolerance for 
noise will be more important than prolonged 
standing for this adventure. This will be the last month 
that this project is considered an Impact Grant. We have 
Beacon Grant funds available starting in January, and the 
Grow Impact account will be closed. 

 Happy Holidays!  Rita Smith 

Club Chivalry 
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   Last Month’s Festivities & Events  

On October 30, Tampa #708 threw a Spooktaculer Halloween Dance Party which was 

hauntingly inhabited by an evil tree and a ghost. Costumed party goers danced, 

laughed, imbibed and ate Courtney’s tasty treats well into the night.  

Katie Sullivan judged the costume contest which wasn’t an easy task. Some of our 

members did a very imaginative job of character selection. In the end, Edie Hanley, 

Lodge Inner Guard and Crystal Johnson, Lodge Chaplain dressed as Cruella de Ville 

and her puppy, won for the ladies and Bob Orcutt, Lodge Trustee, as a most 

interesting banana man, won for the men.  

The mysterious and beguiling Melissa Bertoch, Lodge Esquire read tarot cards, told 

fortunes and consulted her disembodied head in a crystal ball to everyone’s delight.  

While Suzanne Moore, Lodge Lecturing Knight, jailed (blame Tommy for building the 

jail) party goers, who had to rely on friends and family to bail them out. This was a 

roaring success and made the Lodge more than a few dollars. 

My special thanks to Shelagh Gombarcik, Lodge Trustee for “ringing up” all 

the money we made!  

 All in all our Spooktacular was Spectacular! 

If you didn’t make it...sorry you missed it!  

Article Submitted by Paula Rousselle 

HOSTED BY:  Paula Rousselle, Julie Wooley,  
Efi Ruffolo, Sharon Lillis, Gretchen Dominguez 

AND& Kelly Bustin 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Exalted Ruler, Paul DeLand sez: 
Bring a covered dish for the season 

and a $10 gift exchange… 
Prefer unisex...We’re having a 

3 Out Drawing 

 

Join us 
For a South 

Tampa Chinese Delight 
December 21st 

 

Carpool from Lodge at 6pm 
or meet at restaurant at 6:30pm 

Please RSVP (Text or Dial) 

813-410-1873 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 



   

• 3rd - LOE Meeting 7pm - Dinner 6:15pm 

• 7th -Board of Directors Meeting 7:15pm  

• 8th - Membership Committee Meeting 6pm  

• 8th- Elks General Meeting 7:30pm  

• 21st - House Committee Meeting 6:30pm  

• 22nd -Elks General Meeting 7:30pm  

• TBD - New Member Orientation 4pm 

• TBD - New Member Initiation 5pm 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

  

H USE 
Greetings fellow members.  The “committee” would like you to know that we have a new committee 
member, Edie Hanley.  She has done so much for the Lodge and we look forward to her help in our endeavors. 

The Exalted Ruler has asked Tristan Reiber to take charge of Bands and Entertainment, and lucky for us she 
has agreed to do just that.  If you have any suggestions, feel free to discuss them with Tristan, our new 
“Cruise Director”.   

House issues that must be addressed: 

 It has come to our attention that House Rule #13 is too often broken. (Rule 13 “No one is allowed behind 
the bar, unless in the performance of their designated duties.”) The exception to that rule is the Exalted 
Ruler, House Committee Members and any member asked to be of assistance, by the bartender. 

 This shouldn’t need to be stated, but from a liability standpoint, no one should ever remain behind after 
closing without permission from the Bar Manager or House Committee Chairman. The bartender must 
always be the last to leave the building unless otherwise directed by one of these chairpersons. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Hope to see you at the many wonderful Lodge events planned for the month of December! 

Happy Holidays, George Hilficker, House Committee Chairman 

                                   

December Buccaneer Football:  The NFL reserved the right to change the game time schedules during Decem-
ber to be sure they feature playoff contenders for Sunday Night football. Please double check the time prior to 
each game! Double check if you are the lead on the tailgate, please! 

Sunday 12/5 - 1:00 – Buccaneers @ Falcons – Pregame Tailgate by Exalted Ruler Paul Deland & Wendy Hall 

Sunday 12/12 – Buffalo Bill @ Buccaneers – 4:25 – Halftime tailgate by Shelagh Gombarcik & Doug Grant 

Sunday 12/19 – Saints @ Buccaneers – 8:20 – Pregame Tailgate by Dee Cisneros  

Sunday 12/26 – Buccaneers @ Panthers – 1:00 – Pregame Brunch by Rita Smith 

Volunteers needed for the two 1:00 games in January – The Jets and the Panthers.  

See Rita Smith for details 



  

       

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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 Sun   Mon   tues wed  thur  fri   sat 

’

’

1:00 pm 
Bucs v/Panthers 

Ethnic Night 

302 N. Dale Mabry 
Meet at the Lodge at 6pm or at 
restaurant at 6:30 - see pg 12 

4:25 pm  
Bucs v/Buffalo Bills 

Halftime tailgate 

Halftime tailgate 

1:00 pm  
Bucs v/Falcons 

Pregame tailgate 

8:20 pm 
Bucs v/Saints 

Halftime tailgate 

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

ER 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
6PM ?? 
    See pg 12 
    for info 

’ITALIAN SAUSAGE 
PENNE PASTA 

GRADITUDE GRANT  
COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:15PM 
ANIMAL LOVERS WELCOME 

ANNUAL ELK 

MEMORIAL  

12pm 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

elksectretary708@outlook.com 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 


