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LODGE OFFICERS:
EXALTED RULER - Chris Miles

LEADING KNIGHT - Bob Orcu� 
LOYAL KNIGHT - Taylor X. Taylor

LECTURING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER

TREASURER - Laura Jones
ESQUIRE - George Hilficker

INNER GUARD - Shannon Wheatley
TILER— Nikki Murphy

CHAPLAIN -
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore

4 YEAR TRUSTEE—Courtney Weil, PER
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER

2 YEAR TRUSTEE—Theresa Ma�hews, DDGER
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Suhrheinrich 

DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER 
LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER 
THERESA L. MATTHEWS - PDDGER, WCD 

HOUSE COMMITTEE:
CHAIR—Shelagh Gombarcik

Members:  Wendy Hall, Candy Venable,
Courtney Weil, Sue Moore,

Shannon Wheatley,
Rob Loryea

LODGE COMMITTEES:
Hall Ac�vi�es—Jacquie LoCicero

Audi�ng Commi�ee—Chair, Melissa Bertoch,
Bonnie Atwood

Elks Na�onal Founda�on—Shelagh Gombarcik
Harry Anna Trust Fund—Taylor Taylor

Entertainment—Linda Reid
Veteran Services—Pa�y Jankiewicz

Elksize Editor—Paul DeLand

Officer of The Month

This months OOTM is Rick Schneider. Rick 
is one of the integral parts of Lodge opera-
tions. He's the one primarily in charge of 
keeping us legal with Grand Lodge, submit-
ting paperwork, and processing income and 
bills.  Many may not know Rick moved to the 
New Port Richey area not too long ago and 
has to travel around 40 miles each way do his 
work and he does that 3 days a week most 
weeks. So please give him a hand and buy 
him a drink. He likes Crown Reserve by the 
way! 

Elk of The Month

This months EOTH is Candi Suhrhei-
rich. Many people know Candi from the 
Member Mingles she helped organize, but 
most do not know how she helps on the Mem-
bership Committee, having called many of our 
members who had not renewed to find out 
why. Or that she is the Queen of Cuban Sand-
wiches, helping to run crews for Convention 
and Gasparilla. Of course she is also Bob's 
"better half". She and Bob are cruisers so they 
will likely be cruising when this comes out, so 
when she gets back make sure to say thanks 
and offer a beverage.
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A Message from Your Exalted Ruler, Chris Miles

I have not been placing articles in the Elksize this year so members can be better informed of what the Lodge has to 
offer through event flyers. But we’ve just past the half way mark and are moving into the third quarter of the 
2019/2020 year and I’d like to thank everyone for their participation especially the people who help around the 
Lodge. I’d give you a list but it would be long, and there wouldn’t be much room for this article which I think has 
important information for members. 

From a charitable standpoint we are serving our community as well if not better than we ever have. Currently over 
$8,344 has been donated to the Harry-Anna Trust with a Per Capita of $24.98 per member, making us #2 in our dis-
trict, and #4 in Florida! Great Job! We are also feeding the homeless, hosting veterans for dinner, helping veterans 
furnish their new apartments, clothing kids, and providing school supplies to teachers, just to name a few of the com-
munity activities. Currently we are collecting cereal for children living at The Spring women’s shelter, and we are 
just starting our Christmas Toy collection.

However, we’ve missed many of you and it shows. What I’m seeing are the same members serve on multiple com-
mittees, and volunteer dozens of hours a week because of a lack of help. For many of those who are working this has 
become a second full time job, and for those who are retired, it has them asking “Did I actually retire?” These mem-
bers need your help not only so they don’t burn out, but so we can do a great job helping our community, not just a 
good job. Members also need the companionship and camaraderie that helps soften the tough work we sometimes do 
as volunteers. So please come and help us with the good work Elks are known for in the community and give your 
sister and brother Elks a hand. Donating as little as 3 hours a week can really help lighten the burden, and I’ll bet it 
will provide you with a sense of pride in your Lodge and the work we do. For those who need a ride we can provide 
that for you.

The Lodge as a facility (Kitchen, Lounge, and Hall) is also supported by our members, and “butts in seats”. In order 
to operate we have overhead, and while our cost of goods sold has been good, our Sales are lower than budgeted 
leaving overhead and repairs to eat up our profits. The Lodge needs more than your membership, we need your par-
ticipation in the events our volunteers and members work so hard to put on, and to eat and drink at the Lodge. The 
Lodge simply cannot be open every day for just 5 or 10 of our 334 members, we need your patronage.

In order to lower our operating costs members are now volunteer bartending on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Our 
kitchen volunteers now operate most nights without a dishwasher, leaving those tired members to clean up after a 
hard day of cooking over a hot stove.

We even have the Friends of 708 (just 15 members, less than 5% of total membership) donating $11 or more every 
month (nearly $300 a month) to the general operating fund. Several members donate more than $20 a month. To put 
that in perspective those members are essentially doubling their dues to help keep the Lodge sustainable. And that 
doesn’t count the numerous donations members make on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis for durable goods, small 
perishables, stationary, and even toiletries.

With that in mind I’m asking that every member HELP YOUR LODGE and come in at least once a week, wheth-
er a weekday or weekend, and make a purchase. Have a drink, have a meal, sit down and have a conversation with 
your fellow Elks and see what’s going on. Please also considering joining the Friends of 708 in the Eleventh Hour 
Pledge. The Pledge is an $11 a month (or more if you’d like) recurring donation to the Lodge. You can signup 
through the Lodge website and clicking on the “Friends of 708 11th Hour Pledge” icon. I would especially encour-
age those who cannot come in on a regular basis to consider this as your way of doing your part to help sustain your 
Lodge.

So I look forward to seeing you and working with you in our community, and during the down time celebrating the 
good works we’ve done whether at the bar or at Lodge events.
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DRUG AWARENESS COMMITTEE

Hello everyone. . A busy month of October. Have a couple of things going on with our Drug Awareness that 
happened in the last part of the month could not have the info on how things went as the time frame for get-
ting our articles in to the editor for November was due prior to the events taking place. The first event was 
"Family Day For Literacy" at the Port Tampa Library. Want thank Laura and Jodi for putting this on and 
inviting the Elks Drug Awareness Program to join them. On October 30th. there was an event held by the 
Drug Enforcement Agency at the Double Tree Hotel on West Cypress St. They invited all of the Elk Lodges 
in our District to come along and give them a hand putting the event on. Will have all the info in the next Elk 
Size. Remember be a Hero. just say no to drugs.

Fraternally,
Tommy Moore

Chairman

LOE President Jacquie LoCicero 
installing Shelagh Gombarcik 
as the new LOE Secretary.
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November 23rd
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To date, the Ladies of the Elks Auxiliaries have contributed more that 1.6 million dol-
lars to the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services. The ini�al fundraiser was the 365 
Club – one penny for each of the 365 days in a year from each member. The li�le green houses on the tables in the 
lodge were a great way to contribute, but in these changing �mes more and more people are using plas�c and the 
amount of change in the houses has greatly diminished. Feel free to take one home to fill up when you do find 
yourself spending cash and ge�ng change. Another way to contribute is to just fold up a dollar, five, or ten and 
s�ck it in the house. Write your name on it to be recognized. Last month, Donna Halsey has again made a signifi-
cant contribu�on, and I filled up another house. 

The big news of the month is that the Low Country Boil was a huge success, and that the Tampa  LOE again exceed-
ed their goal and made such a big contribu�on to the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services that they were first 
in the state in per capita ( amount per member)! While I wish that was all from 365, the majority came from the 
numerous events the auxiliary put on  When you support the LOE, you are suppor�ng the Lodge. Not only do their 
events increase sales in the Lounge, but the Tampa Lodge gets credited for those  contribu�ons, and regularly 
brings home the district award at the Florida Elks state conven�ons.

Rita Smith

LOE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS:

11/3  Sandy Lessard
11/5  Patricia Bellaire
11/8   Suzanne Moore
11/17   Bonnie Quire
11/18   Lucille Schoonmaker
11/20   Betty Orcutt
11/27   Bob Suhrheinrich
11/30   Sheryl Jorgensen
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On-Going Calendar

Lodge Business and Programs

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks Lodge 
#708, ensuring that our Lodge will be around for 
another 100 years. We will accomplish this by 
rebuilding our capital through investments made by 
Lodge Partners who are determined to secure Tampa 
Elks Lodge #708 future. Interest earned on the 
investments will remain in the investment account. Our 
goal is to increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 708 

In Memory of Tom Stanton
from Mrs. Helen M. Stanton 9/19

Osterbrock, Debbie  4/19
In memory of

Fennell, Jerrye & Patrick 7/20
Johnson, Jack  5/19

Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 7/20
Edwards, Bill  (PER/PLP) 6/19

Walbart, Mark  6/19
Appel, Jackie 7/20

Conners, Barbara 12/19
Rick & Jan Schneider 12/19
Gombarcik, Shelagh 12/19

Smith, Rita 12/19
Moore, Tommy & Sue 12/19

Quire, Kim & Marty 12/19
Snyder, Robert & Lisa 12/19

Robert Norton & Brenda Stoking 12/19
Palladini, Frank  1/20

Suhrheinrich, Bob & Candace 1/20
Miller, Sco� & Beth  10/20
Florance, Richard 11/2021

Waldbrat, Mark  8/23

Platinum Investors $100+

Gold Investors $51-$99

Bordonaro, Robert  12/2019
McLaughlin, Susan & Mark  10/20

Silver Investors $21-$50
James, Howard 3/2019
Lena L. Farris 9/2019

Lake, Sandra (Member)  10/20
Lake, David & Carol  10/20

Tu�le, Peggy   10/20
Bertoch, Melissa  10/20

Bronze Investors $10 - $20
Bertoch, Mellissa  2/2019

Buikema, Douglas & Carol  10/20
Piser, Carol  10/20

Tuesday 
Night Movie

7:30 pm
With Free
Popcorn

Start off the week  socializing 
with great people and great 

drinks!

Monday



VOLUME 2020  ISSUE  8                               NOVEMBER                    OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 15



3616 Gandy Blvd.
Tampa, FL   33611

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news.
Tampa Elks Lodge #708

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

TAMPA, FL
PERMIT #32

Please remember to send
any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com 

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Friends of  708
Marty Quire   Bonnie Quire   Linda Reid   Theresa Matthews   Bonnie Atwood   
Nanette Quire   Betty Orcutt   Sharon Ford   Richard Schneider
Christopher Miles   Robert Suhrheinrich   Susie Harlow   Steve Harmon

Lisa and Bob Snyder    Pat Fennel    Bill Deen

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. Your recurring 

pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge.


