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²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ 

9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ wǳƭŜǊΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻƴŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴΣ 

ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ! [h¢ ƛƴ 

ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ 9[ƪŘƻƳΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊƛŘŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ 9wΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ƳŜ όōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜύΣ ǿŀǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜƻǳǎΣ 

ŜƴŜǊƎŜǝŎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ w¦{IΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ƭƪΦΦΦ¢I9 

a9a.9w{Φ Lǘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŜǧŜǊΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘǎ 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦΦ D9¢ 9·/L¢95Η 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǳŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴǘύΣ ά9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ 

9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ 9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜέΗ CƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀ 9ƭƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ нлмфΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǳƴ-ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀǎ 

ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άIŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

Lƴ CǊŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘΣ 

9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ wǳƭŜǊΣ 5ŜŜ /ƛǎƴŜǊƻǎ 
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Exalted Ruler ñChris Miles  

Leading Knight ñBob Orcutt  

Loyal Knight ñTaylor Taylor  

Lecturing Knight ñCam Lynn  

Secretary ñRick Schneider  

Treasurer ñLaura Jones  

Esquire ñGeorge Hilfiker  

5 yr Trustee ñTommy Moore  

4yr Trustee ñShelagh Gambarcik  

3yr Trustee ñCourtney Weil  

2yr Trustee ñTheresa Matthews  

1yr Trustee ñBob Suhrheinrich  

Congratulations to the 2019 -2020  
Tampa Elks 708 Officers  

 

Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ hŶŎŜǊǎΥ  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ ол Ϫ сǇƳ 

5ǊŜǎǎΥ  

Iŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ {ƘƛǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ YƘŀƪƛ Ǉŀƴǘǎ 

aŜƴǳΥ  tƻǊƪ ǘŜƴŘŜǊƭƻƛƴ ƻǊ Ǌƻŀǎǘ ŎƘƛŎƪπ

Ŝƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜκǇƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ ƎƭŀȊŜΣ 

ŎƻŎƻƴǳǘ ǊƛŎŜ ϧ ǾŜƎƎƛŜǎΣ ǎŀƭŀŘΣ ǊƻƭƭΣ 

5ŜǎǎŜǊǘΥ IǳƳƳƛƴƎōƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ Iŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ 

ŎŀƪŜΦ 
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A Warm WELKome To Our New Elks  

Welcome to all of our new Elk Members. This is one of the bigger classes of initiates to the 

lodge. We welcome you all and we hope you will find your home at Tampa Elks #708 to be 

pleasurable and rewarding. Our new members should know that we are looking for volunteers 

to get involved in some of the great aspects of the lodge, whether it is helping with activities 

inside the lodge or volunteering out in the community. 



 

ELK OF THE MONTH:  

[ƛǎŀ όƴƻǘ IŀȅŜǎύ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !{ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳǇŀΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ 

ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊƛǾƛŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŘƎŜκǇƻǎǘΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ {ǳǇŜǊōƻǿƭ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ [ƛǎŀ ƛǎ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ YŜŜǇ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ 

March Elks Recognition  
Officer  of  the  Month:    

wƛŎƪ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻŘƎŜΣ DǊŀƴŘ ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŜƴǝǝŜǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ !ǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ bƻǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ wƛŎƪ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΦ Iƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŘƎŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜΣ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ YŜŜǇ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 

ŘƻƛƴƎΦ 
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We feed the homeless once a  month at Open Arms Ministry and it is a 
great experience. If you would like to help us, please come to Hyde Park 

Methodist Church, 500 W Platt St. (parking behind church )at 7:45 on 
March 17th. You will go home with a bigger heart.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Rivalry Reaching Kids  

Every Club Chivalry Meeting is a lunch and 

learn since our meetings take place during 

the students lunch break. To economize, 

Tampa Lodge members have been making 

the lunches. In February it was turkey bacon 

ranch wraps. The February Motivatinal speak-

er was  Esque Dollar, teacher, author, and mo-

tivational speaker. The kids are in the Media 

Center at Robinson High School.  

Beacon Grant Helping out the Homeless  
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The Gratitude Grant Recipients 

are Grateful                                            
 

ENF awards lodges that make their per member contribution goals to 

the Elks National Foundation Trust Fund  receive a gratitude grant. We 

have been eligible and make  good use of it each year. This grant has 

very few restrictions. Here in Tampa, we try to pick a local Charity and 

have some fun with them!  

This year, at the suggestion of new member Walter Seward, we chose 

to partner with the Dream Center of Tampa. The Dream Center is a 

faith- based youth program and facility that offers programing for 

grade k-12 after school and on no school days. It is located in North 

Ybor on N 15th Street ï right around the corner from the Athena 

House. They bought and renovated an old Boys and Girls Club build-

ing.  The Dream Center emphasis service to God, family and your 

neighborhood. The Dream Center is associated with Grace Family 

Church. 

After meeting with the Director, Chris Davis, we decided to plan a field 

trip for the teenagers that are in the leadership training program. 

These teens are being utilized as mentors for the younger children 

and aspire to be future community leaders.  Since every other organi-

zation that comes in to help wants to work with the young kids, they 

were quite agreeable when we suggested doing something with the 

teens. When I mentioned taking them to an escape room, the die was 

cast. Mr. Davis had been to an escape room as part of team building 

in the past, and he was fully aware of how much it could hep his teens 

and his program work more cohesively.  We sweetened the pot by 

including a nice dinner where they could show off their newly learned 

etiquette skills.  

 

On Wednesday, February 20th, we set 

off in the bus owned by the Dream Cen-

ter. We arrived at Spain Restaurant om 

North Tampa at 5:00. They had pre-

pared a table and a price fixed menu for 

us. In total, there were 19 at the table. 

PER Courtney Weil and new 21-year-

old Elk Christien Elkins joined me as 

chaperones. Each person had a non-

alcoholic beverage, a salad, and entr®e 

and dessert. Tax and gratuity were also included so we were able to settle the bill and get out of there just in time at 

6:30. We walked to the Great Escape room, but we walked the long way because I was giving backwards directions. 

Luckily, they were young and healthy and the extra 10-minute walk through downtown did not faze them. We arrived at 

the Escape room before our 7:00 appointment, then after signing releases we divided the group in half and off they went 

to two game room themed escape rooms. I did not Participate in the escape since there was an uneven number. Both 

teams had a great time, but only one team made the escape.  

We were back at the Dream Center in time at 9:00. 
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During the 2018 ï 2019 Elk year we 

were again offered the opportunity 

for an Anniversary Grant as the 

BPOE continued our 150
th
 Year Cel-

ebration.  This Grant encouraged 

lodges to actively pursue a project 

but did allow Lodges to simply do-

nate to a local cause if they pre-

ferred. In Tampa, we split the grant 

and did both! 

First, at new member Shannon Wheatlyôs suggestion, we partnered with the local charity, ñItôs My Bag.ò This charity collects 

luggage, backpacks and other supplies for children in Foster Care. It is not just a joke, but a harsh reality, that most of foster 

children enter the system with all their belonging in a big plastic trash bag. That tends to send a message that their belongings, 

and their lives are worthless. We hope to change that message. 

 We chose the dates of January 19
th
 to the 21

st
 and hooked up with the Dr Martin Luther King Jr Day of Service website. We 

also advertised on the South of Gandy Facebook page. Of course, Tampa Elks were our big-

gest contributors, but those other sites did garner quite a 

bit of attention and a lot of donations. 

In total we collected 110 pieces of luggage; 6 cases of 

school binders; 22 bars of soap, 7 body lotions 4 body 

wah 2 shampoos, 1 conditioner, 5 facewash, 3 toothpaste; 

a twin sheet set, and 13 luggage tags.  We consolidated 

the collection by packing the smaller bags into the larger 

bags, and two vehicles showed up to haul them to the 

Joshua House, a local facility that has a never-ending 

stream of foster children filling their 35 beds.  

Thank you to each person that donated, and a special 

shout out to Shannon Wheatley, Bonnie Atwood, Patty 

Volpe, and ER Dee Cisneros for taking on extra duties to make it all happen.  

The second part of the Anniversary grant was a large $1000.00 donation to the Medal of Honor Society Convention Tampa 

Bay 2019 Fund. Linda Reid hooked us up with this auspicious committee in November, and we were glad hat ENF could help 

us help them make their convention successful. Medal of Honor Recipient Gary Litrell, who is the official Host of this yearôs 

Tampa Convention, came with his team to the Lodge for a photo op with the Lodge Officers and Linda Reid. We hope to ex-

pand on this relationship with future donations.  If you would like to contribute, the office will accept checks made out to Medal 

of honor Society Convention Tampa Bay 2019. We will forward them for you. They are a 501C3charity and the tax number is 

available in the office.  

Anniversary Grant two-part project completed 

±h[¦a9 нлмф  L{{¦9  мн                             aŀǊŎƘ                                 hCCL/L![ t¦.[L/!¢Lhb-tƎ т 


