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It just takes 1 new member from each of us to double
our membership. Imagine the impact our Lodge could
have on the community and our charities with twice
the members.
How do you bring in a new member? Who can you
ask? Well, try inviting a friend, a business associate,
your neighbor, your adult children, or even your
postal worker or mechanic in for a drink or to
breakfast, dinner, or one of our many events. Last
month alone you could have brought a friend to the
Improv Night, Potluck and Paint, Low Country Boil, or
the Mother’s Day Tea. We gave out 2 applications at
the South Tampa Chamber Military Affairs Meeting
alone, and 1 at the Improv show. You might try
sending the electronic Elksize to someone you think
might consider membership. We have a lot to be
proud of and letting people know what we do, and the
fun we have, could sway them. It might not hurt to
add the low cost of entertainment and liquor to your
encouragement.
If each of us tries, and only half of us succeed, think of
the money it would bring in to support our charities,
make the improvements and repairs we need, and the
many volunteers we would add to our ranks. Believe
me when I tell you, it’s not as hard as you may think.
Letting people know that by simply joining the fun
they will be supporting children, veterans, and the
homeless is an eye opener. Today, there just aren’t
that many economical evenings out, especially those
with a charitable twist.
This month we will be visiting other area Lodges and
I’m hoping many of you will join me. (See calendar on
page 15 for dates and times.) This could be an
opportunity to ask other Elks how they successfully
solicit membership.
If you have ideas you feel will entice new members
please to let me know...I’m happy to listen!
Courtney Weil, Exalted Ruler
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Your 2016 Committee Chairs

Tampa 708 PER Association Update
The Tampa PER association had their first meeting on April 13, 2016. Officers elected were: President,
Theresa Matthews, Secretary, John Wayne, and Treasurer, Rick Schneider. The PER association is active in
the Lodge to help guide the current officers and provide any support needed. All PER’s are invited to join
the organization. The West Central District also has an active PER association. All PER’s at Lodges within the
district are invited to join the WCD PER association as well. Theresa Matthews has been elected the VP to
the WCD PER association representing Tampa by the District Past District Deputies (PDD’s). She will
represent Tampa at all District PER meetings and events.
Our first meeting on April 13 was very productive. The PER association plans to have an Anniversary Party
in August again this year. We are looking to make this an annual event where milestone Elk anniversaries
will be recognized as we celebrate another year of Elkdom at Tampa Lodge. This year, August 2, marks our
113th year established. The Tampa Elks Lodge is one of the oldest in the state and is credited with
establishing the Florida State Elks Association.
This year’s anniversary celebration will have a complete dinner and band for your dancing pleasure. We will
focus on music through the decades starting in the early 1900’s when we were established. The event is
scheduled for August 20, please put it on your calendar now. We will send invitations out to the milestone
anniversaries. Watch the future Elksize for details.
John Wayne, PER
Secretary
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A Warm Welcome To Our New Elk

Tiffany Rubano
Sponsored by
Courtney Weil, ER

Dave Wilkowski
Sponsored by
Rick and Jan
Schneider

Brandi Wilkowski Daniel Martinez
Sponsored by
Sponsored by
Rick and Jan
James Harlow
Schneider

Mary Lou Moore
Sean Black
Sponsored by
Sponsored by
Tommy Moore
Steve Harmon

June Elk Recognition
Officer of the Month: TOMMY MOORE
Tommy Moore is a salt of the earth gentleman that sets the bar for Elk members
everywhere. His catching smile and “can do” attitude is an example to us all. I
don’t think there’s a job Tommy won’t take on if asked. This year he is our
Esquire and still finds time to head up the Memorial Day Ceremony, our Drug
Awareness program, the Hoop Shoot and the Soccer Shoot. He also helps cook
whenever needed and joins in on the cleaning crews. This is a man you can count
on, and to say the least, Elk Lodge 708 is lucky to have him in our corner!
Elk of the Month:
LISA SNYDER
Lisa Snyder is an enthusiastic Elk supporter. She is imaginative, organized and
willing to put her money where her mouth is! Though she and her husband are
Snow Birds, she contributes her time and support to what she considers to be
“her Lodge” as though she were with us year round. Lisa is also a Lady Elk and
brought us the very successful “Improv Night.” Not only is she a member of the
House Committee, but she stepped up to take over that committee while Chris
Miles is taking some much needed time off. Fun to be around and quick to laugh,
she adds much to our Lodge...we appreciated you, Lisa!
Volun “Elk” of the Month: SUZANNE MOORE
What can we say about Suzanne? Well, she’s Tommy’s wife! Just Kidding!
Suzanne is a sweetheart that takes everything that she chooses to do very
seriously. She is serving her second year as Ladies of the Elks President and
cares deeply about the people of our Lodge and its well being. This past month
she organized and managed the “Spring Cleaning Day” as well as performing her
other duties. You never hear her speak ill of anyone...which is something we
should all do. Uplifting, loyal and kind, Suzanne is a real benefit to our Lodge.
Thank you Suzanne for all you do.
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Lady President’s Message
June bugs are here! Summer is around the corner. Schools are ending, graduations are happening.
Please be careful...children are everywhere.
May has been a busy month, preparing for convention, the Low Country Boil and Mother’s Day. Thank you
Shelagh Gombarcik for the great tea on Mother’s Day. Thanks to all those who donated their time during the
month and wine for the party bucket.
Don’t forget VP visits will start on the 11th and each Saturday through the month. Look for the sign-up sheet on
the Elks’ Board. Fathers’ day is on the 19th so save the date and come share the ceremony with Dads eating
free. (See Flyer in this publication.)
As vacation time starts, I hope everyone takes some time away to enjoy life and get plenty of rest.
I close by leaving you with this “As God is making us grow, we are thankful and scared. Thanks again for your
challenges!”

Your President,

Dear

Just a note to tell you who donated
to the 365 Club last month.
Albert Schnut
Michael Brantley
Berni Turpin
Suzanne Moore
Bonnie Atwood
Robert Bordonaro
Rita Smith
Robert Summers

I’m so happy that we had such wonderful participation this month. Please consider taking a
little green house home yourself, your loose change and make a world of difference to a child.
I’m starting a contest for anyone who turns in the most houses. If someone wants to donate money, $5.00 equals 1
house. There will be 1st, 2nd, 3rd place prizes. I hope you will consider participating!

Hope everyone stays happy and healthy. With Love, Berni Turpin

June 2016
I am pleased to announce that, for the first time in years, we have an
ENF scholarship winner from Tampa Elks Lodge. In fact - we have TWO!
Kendall Runyan won a $4000.00 ENF Most Valuable Student Scholarship.
She placed within the top 100 in the country! Kendall is graduating from
the Robinson HS IB program and plans to go the University of Florida.
Taylor X Taylor, who is graduating from Plant HS, was awarded a $4000.00 ENF Legacy
Scholarship and will be attending the University of Tampa. Legacy scholars must have a parent or
grandparent who has been an Elk for at least three years.
Both students are already Elk volunteers who worked together at the Back to School Party at the
Tampa Elks Lodge last year. Both students are already part of the Tampa Elks family, so we will be able to follow them
as they continue their education. Taylor's mom, sister, 2 uncles and grandfather are Elks. Kendall has two aunts, an
uncle and a grandmother that belong to Tampa Elks Lodge. Congratulations to them all!
We have received (3) one hundred dollar donors so a big THANK YOU to: Bonnie Atwood, Debbie Osterbrook and John
Flowers….these members clearly understand the value of National Foundation, the Great Heart of
Elkdom.
Shelagh Gombarcik, Leading Knight, ENF Chair

VOLUME 2016 ISSUE 3

JUNE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 5

Please save these Dates
School's not even out and we are already thinking
of our Back to School Event we will be holding this
year. The tentative date is Saturday, July 30, 2016. Keep an eye out for sales!
I have scheduled our first committee meeting for Thursday, June 2, 2016 at
7:30pm. I look forward to seeing past committee members and new faces of
members that want to reach out to the youth in our area.
At our first meeting, we will be brainstorming for new, fun, and creative ideas, as
well as discussing the grant writing with our fabulous grant writer, Rita Smith.
My contact information is Patty Elkins - 941-580-721 - patty.elkins@ccsmed.com
Have a Great Month!
Patty Elkins, Youth Activities Chairman

Hello Everyone…
We had our first Drug Awareness Event of the year on Sunday May 15th. It
was held in conjunction with our participation in the Taste of South Tampa,
held at the Tampa Garden Club sponsored by the South Tampa Chamber Of
Commerce. We passed out pamphlets on the dangers of drugs, gave out
several other items for the youths at the event. It was a big turnout and a
good time to let people know who we are and what we’re all about at the
Tampa Elks Lodge #708.
Tommy Moore, Grand Lodge Youth Programs

Fellow Elks,

I’d like to start this article off with a lyric from the song “I’m Proud to be an American”
I’m proud to be an American, where at least I know I’m free. And I won’t forget the
men who died, who gave that right to me.”
This Flag Day keep these lyrics in mind. The American flag, is a reminder that we are FREE. We
have soldiers fighting on the front line to make sure that it stays that way. On June 19 th come join
us for our Flag Day Ceremony and show your appreciation for not only your country, but for our
service men and women. Remember the ones who laid down their lives and thank the ones who
are still fighting for us. I challenge everyone this month to go out of your way for a Veteran or
someone currently still serving. Shake their hand and tell them thank you. Every time you see the
American flag remember what it stands for.

-Graham Ramos
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Last Month’s Fantastic Festivities & Events

’

Shelagh Gombarcik outdid herself again with an elegant tea and beautiful ceremony
especially for the Mothers in attendance. Everyone involved had a lovely time and enjoyed
the wonderful food prepared by Shelagh, Patty Jankiewicz and Lynn Brown and the rest of
Shelagh’s crew.
Each year this Elks National Foundation event celebrates mothers and motherhood and
depicts the spirit of the Benevolent Order Of Elks. The ceremony recognizes mothers for
their selfless contributions to their children, their homes and their community. This year
Taylor and Capi, two of Courtney Weil, our ER’s children, read the dedication to the
gathering.
I’m sure you all join me in extending a warm thank you to Shelagh and everyone that
contributed their time and talents in making this such a successful and enjoyable
afternoon.
Georgia Hilficker, Elksize Editor

...

Thank you to all the members who attended the Annual Mother's Day Celebration and
Tea; it was well received and attended. The proceeds from the Tea went to ENF which will
help get us started on our goal for the upcoming year. Last year we had such a
phenomenal year for donations from Tampa Lodge and the grants came rolling in...makes
my head spin when I think of the amount of funding that the we put into projects in South
Tampa community, so let's keep this going.
National Foundation Chairman, Leading Knight,

Shelagh Gombarcik
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Last Month’s Fantastic Festivities & Events
A

2016
Convention
Fundraiser
This tasty Convention Fundraiser was not only
successful, but a great kick off to the 2016 Convention.
Large amounts of Seafood Gumbo were consumed
while Shrimp, Sausage, Corn and Potatoes were tossed
on to newspaper tablecloths for all to enjoy.
The
casual atmosphere and delicious food made for an
enjoyable evening all the hungry lowlanders.
There were several impressive Pirate Costumes on
display and the judges found it hard to pick a winner,
but in the end, Linda Reid, Jerry’s lovely wife, took
home the prize.
Jerry Reid did a great job of keeping everyone
entertained with dinner music during the dinner hour,
and by supporting the many Karaoke vocalists for the
remainder of the evening. And we did have some very
good vocalists among the group. In fact, everyone had
such a wonderful time Lisa found it hard to close the
bar. Let’s hope this is the beginning of a memorable
Convention year!

Hope to see you
all at this Year’s

Shipwrecked
Convention
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We had over a thousand tickets were sold to South Tampa community
members and businesses for this year’s Taste of South Tampa. People
came by our stand to enjoy the walking tacos we offered, and to learn about the Benevolent Order of
Elks. What is a walking taco you ask...it’s a small bag of Fritos topped with chili, cheese and a dollop of
sour cream. They were a huge hit.
We handed out complimentary drink coupons and invited many people to come in and visit us at the
Lodge. We got quite a few names for youth events and new camper applications submitted. We also
offered raffle tickets for a dinner for two and a breakfast for two. Overall it was a great opportunity to
share who and what our Lodge is all about with our neighboring families and businesses.
A big thank you to George and Georgia Hilficker, Laura Jones, Tommy Moore, Becky and Bryan Sullens,
and Tiffany Rubano for all their help with food preparation, set-up, the meet and greet and the cleanup..
Also, I like to thank Rita and Patty for coming out to support us. This event was well worth the effort!
Courtney Weil, Exalted Ruler

Club Chivalry at USF
On April 15, five Elks served as chaperones on a field trip with Robinson’s Club Chivalry. Pat Boyd, Elma Kelly,

Carolyn Miller, Lisa Snyder, and their teacher Kristina Chowning travelled with 40 Club Chivalry members to
Hillsborough Community College to take a tour of the Automotive Academy and the Firefighters Academy
near Ybor City. Students were able to see this state-of-the-art school and learn about the opportunities
available in automotive engine repair, welding, and auto body collision repair. Then they toured the
Firefighters’ Academy and saw what it takes to become a firefighter in Tampa. They spoke with a Tampa
firefighter and were able to personally tour the structure used in training that emulates a burning building.
We then boarded the buses and were off on the second part of the field trip to tour University of South
Florida. First we stopped at one of the student cafes for an all you can eat lunch buffet and then were able
to tour the student center. Students were able to get a glimpse of
college life by walking the campus, visiting a dorm room, and
speaking with current students.
Hopefully this trip helped the students better see and understand
the many opportunities available after high school. We arrived
back at RHS at the end of the school day tired and inspired.

Lisa Snyder
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Last Month’s Fantastic Festivities & Events Cont.

This Centre for Girls fundraiser was attended by over 20 fledgling artists,
ready to flex their artistic skills and eat really good food. Well received and
well attended this event was a success that brought much needed attention
to this worthwhile charity.
The Centre for Girls is a key component of the holistic approach of the six
integrated programs of Tampa's Centre for Women, working through nearly
four decades for the lifelong success and sustainable independence of
women and girls.

Good Time, Good Friends, Good Food...all for a Great Cause!

South Tampa
Chamber of Commerce
Military Affairs Meeting
On Tuesday May 3rd our Lodge hosted our first South Tampa
Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Meeting. Col. Bright,
Commander of the 927 ARW was the speaker. Kelly Flannery tells
us that it was the largest attendance they have had to date and they
were extremely please to see so many Elks there as well. She
continued by saying that they have a very high number of guests
from MacDill and she feels that the new location, closer to the base,
will greatly increase participation. “We are very thankful for the
partnership and look forward to continuing to find ways to work
together for the good of our community.” Kelly said and she also
offered a big THANK YOU!!!! for our support and enthusiasm. Great

Job Elks!

Courtney Weil, Exalted Ruler
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An
Improv-a-holic
Night at the
Lodge
On April 30, The Ladies of the Elks hosted a hilarious performance by The Improvaholics, a
local improvisational drama/comedy troupe. Elks Sandra Lake (who is also a member of the
troupe) and Lisa Snyder coordinated this event and what a great event it was! The bar did
remarkably well and the LOE made nearly $800. Lots of Ladies worked exceptionally hard to
make this night so successful.
A special thanks goes out to Elma and Bob N. who served as greeters and made people feel
welcome. Brenda, Patty, Carolyn, Bonnie Q, and Susie all helped with the appetizers and
worked selling tickets. We also want to thank those of you who donated food for the hors
d’oeuvres table such as Nan, Carolyn, Donna, Sue M., Patty, Rita, Jim, (and anyone else we
may have left off this list.) Thanks to Bob S. for working the kitchen and to Rita and Sharon
for doing the dishes at the end of the night. And a special ovation goes to our own stand up
comedians Bob Suhrheinrich, Bonnie Quire, and Nan Quire who got the show started with
jokes of their own. We were able to show to many non-Elks what Elkdom is all about and
what a wonderful lodge we are. We received an application for membership to the Elks that
night after the show!
If you missed this event, be sure to catch the next
Improvaholics Showcase which will also be at 708.
(More details in upcoming Elksizes) It’s sure to be SRO!
Submitted by,
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Upcoming Events and Projects
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On Going Monthly Activities

Wii Bowling
4pm Most Sundays
Bragging rights and
your name on the
winners bowling pin!

June 12th, 5pm
Join this fun group of
Elks and cook up a
storm, or enjoy their
fabulous creations and
lots of fun trivia!

Burgers, Patty Melts, Reubens,
Grilled Cheese, BLT’s
French Fries, Tater Tots, or
Onion Rings included with all
sandwiches or as appetizers.

Tuesday Night Movie
7:30 pm
Everyone bring your
favorite movie and we’ll
vote on which to watch!

2nd & 4th
Wednesdays
Lodge Meeting
Nights

$1.00
Hot Dogs Served from
6:15pm - 7:15pm and
1Hr after the meeting

June 16th
Hosted by:
Jeff Diamond
All questions, multiple choice

Lodge Business and Programs

Partners in Progress or PIP
Platinum Investors
For those of us that are not familiar with this
fundraising arm of our Lodge, below you will
find its Mission Statement.

Palladine, Debbie & Durant, Rose 3/16
Deese, John and Kathy 4/16
Schneider, Rick & Jan 4/16
In Memory of Jerry & Patrick Fennel
Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 5/16
Appel, Jackie 6/16
Johnson, Jack 6/16
Norton Robert 6/16
Rita Smith 6/16
In Memory of Vern Peckenpaugh
from the Reids 3/17
Also from the Peckenpaugh Family 4/17
Osterbrock, Debbie 5/17
Walbart, Mark 6/17

Gold Investors
James, Howard 3/2016
There are 4 levels of donations:
Platinum .............. $100+
Gold .................... $51 - $99
Silver ................... $21 - $50
Bronze ................. $10 - $20

Silver Investors
Shelagh Gombarick
Bronze Investors
Your Name Here?
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Lodge Business and Programs Cont.
BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE LODGE
The months of April and May were busy behind the scenes months for our Lodge. Cleaning, repairing and
reorganizing were the projects to be manned and we had several dedicated Elks step up to join the crews.
Suzanne Moore organized and managed the Spring Cleaning Project of April 23rd with Lisa Snyder, Sharon
Ford, Susie Harlow, Tommy Moore, George Hilficker, Nelson Grahn, Brenda Stokking, Courtney Taylor, Nancy
Kessler and Georgia Hilficker there to lend a hand. Much was accomplished that day, not the least of which
was the cleaning of the floor behind the bar.
Courtney and Georgia took it upon themselves to clean the walk-in refrigerator in May and are now working to
raise the funds for new metal shelving. The dance floor was repaired in May as well. Ed Mulder changed the
air filters on all the AC units and the one servicing the walk-in refrigerator too.
There is much left to do to maintain the facility and there will be other work days slated in the future. Please
consider volunteering for these very important projects as there is much deferred maintenance to overcome.
Georgia Hilficker, Elksize Editor

JUNE LODGE MEETING SCHEDULE

June 11th
New Port Richey Lodge #2284
June 18th
Tarpon Springs Lodge #1719
June 25th
Dunedin/Clearwater Lodge #1525
July 16th
Largo Lodge #2159
July 23rd
Seminole Lodge #2519
July 30th
Tampa Lodge #708

1st - Board Meeting 6:30PM
1st - LOE General Meeting 7:30PM
7th - Veterans Committee Meeting 6:30PM
8th - General Lodge Meeting 7:30PM
13th - House Committee Meeting 7:00PM
15th - Board of Directors & Officers 7:00PM
22nd - General Lodge Meeting 7:30PM
27th - House Committee Meeting 7:30PM
Though Not Technically
Lodge Business
I’d like to remind those of us that
know and love

Taylor X. Taylor

He will be having his
Graduation Party at the Lodge
Saturday, June 4th
4pm to 7pm
Dinner Served
and would love you to join him!
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Friday Night Menus at a Glance

Chicken
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Calendar of activities

WED THUR
Dish
1LOE General 2 One
Dinner

Meeting
7:30pm
Board
Meeting
6:30

5 Breakfast
8:30 to
12pm

Wedding
Reception
Back Hall

6

BINGO
6:30
Short Order
Grill

5:30 to 7:30
Club Chivalry
Mentor Training
6:30pm

9am

7 Life Screening 8
Hall Usage
3pm - STCOC
Military Affairs
6:30 Vet
Committee Mt
7:30pm
Movie Night

Breakfast

128:30 to 12pm 13
14
Short Order
Orientation
11am
Induction
12pm
Gourmet Club
5pm

Grill
5:30 to 7:30
House
Committee
Meeting 7:30

Feed the
19Homeless
20
7:30
Breakfast
8:30 to 12pm
3pm Flag Day
Father’s Day
Dinner by LOE
to follow

26

Breakfast
8:30 to
12pm

Short Order
Grill
5:30 to 7:30

27
Short Order
Grill
5:30 to 7:30
House
Committee
Meeting 7:30

Movie
Night
7:30pm

Elks
Lodge
Meeting
7:30
Weenie
Wednesday
Meet &

15 Greet

Happy Hour
4pm to 6pm
Board of Dir.
& Officer
Meeting
7pm

5:30 to 7:30
Youth
Activities
Committee
Meeting
7:30

9 One Dish
Dinner
5:30 to 7:30
VA
Bingo

16One Dish
Dinner
5:30 to 7:30
Trivia Hosted
by Jeff
7pm

FRI
3

Dinner
6:30 to 8:30
Music by
Ms T
Karaoke

10Dinner
6:30 to 8:30
Music by
Kathy &
Paul

17

Dinner
6:30 to 8:30
Music by
Voices

21

22

23 One Dish 24

28

29

30

Movie
Night
7:30pm

Movie
Night
7:30pm

Elks
Lodge
Meeting
7:30pm
Weenie
Wednesday

Dinner
5:30 to 7:30
Network
Professionals
Happy Hour
5pm to 7pm
One Dish
Dinner
5:30 to 7:30

Dinner
6:30 to 8:30
Music by
Keith and
Ruby

SAT
4

Taylor’s
Graduation
Celebration
4pm to 7pm

Food & Music
All Elks
Welcome

11 District
VP
Visit
New Port
Richie
#2289

18 District
VP
Lodge
Visit
Tarpon
Springs
#1719

25 District

VP
Lodge
Visit
Dunedin/
Clearwater
1525
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Like us on Facebook to

receive updates and late
breaking news.
Tampa Elks Lodge #708
If you have not done so, please renew
your membership now!

Renew your membership online
www.tampaelks.com
Link is on the homepage!

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS
John & Kathy Deese 4/16
Pat & Marilyn Fennell 5/16
Vernon & PSP Betty Pickenpaugh 5/16
Robert Norton 6/16
Donna Morris Halsey 7/16
Bob &Candi Suhrheinrich 9/16
Shelagh Gombarcik 3/2017
Roger LaChance - 4/2017
Leopold Wiesler - 4/2017

In Memory of
Harold Siddens, Linda & Richard 3/2018
Vera Wright 3/2018
Bud Cass - 4/2018
In Memory of
William (Bill) Atwood - 5/2018
Robert B. Connor Berni - 5/2018
Debbie Osterbrock - 04/19
John F. Morris - 3/2021

Support the Elksize
Be an SOB - Smiling ‘Ole’ Booster

