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 What have the Presidential Campaigns Taught Us So Far? 
 

Happy New Year! As we now suffer from the post-holiday blues, and 
strive to move on from all the merriment and cheer, we should also re-
flect on the accomplishments of the past year (no, I really wasnôt trying 
to rhyme) both personally and as a Lodge.  For me it is: Did I lose those 
10 pounds? Did I do my best as a Mom? Did I show love and compassion 
to others? Did I send Rita all my articles on time? Ok, I refuse to answer 
all those questions here!  However, for the Lodge, we are in the last quar-
ter of the Elk year and it is now time to reflect on what we accomplished 
last year, and how we plan to keep that momentum going next year. This 
is why I ask, What the presidential campaigns have taught us so far?ò 
 
I may have mentioned this a time or two before, but Tampa Lodge is a 
great Lodge full of awesome members. We actively promote our chari-
ties, support our fellow members, and we have fun doing it.We are cur-
rently #1 in the West Central District, #2 in division 1, and #2 in the state 
for raising ENF funds. This is a great accomplishment and thanks to eve-
ryone who has donated You are why we were able to apply for and receive all the different grants we did. Not 
only did we receive five grants this year, and in just 9 months, but we also applied for and received our 2015 
Gratitude Grant this year as well as the 2015 Beacon Grant matching funds that had failed to be applied for in 
the prior year. We have invested these grants in youth activities, veteranôs services, helping the homeless, 
Robinson High School early intervention programs, and next up is The Centre 4 Girls. 
 
So far we have initiated 19 new members, we have reinstated 11 members, and we have transferred in 2 mem-
bers. We have held some really great events this year and we have tried some new ones! We have accom-
plished a lot this year so far and we did it all through teamwork and collaboration. Elks working together with 
other Elks and our wonderful Ladiesô Auxiliary, who is always  participating in everything of Elkdom While 
still holding events of their own. 
 
So, how do we keep this momentum going? We plan now! We coach, develop, and mentor our next leadership 
team. What donôt we do? We donôt fight for control of the Lodge, we donôt make phone calls to bring voters 
in that we donôt see again for the rest of the year, and we donôt stab our fellow Elks in the back! Yes, this may 
sound a little harsh but the reality is this has been going on for years across all Elkdom. It doesnôt do the 
Lodge any good. Oh, it may make a few people feel good and think it helps with their upward mobility, but  
again, it doesnôt help the Lodge! So, how do we change this and think about ñThe Good of the Order and our 
Lodgeò?  
We support those qualified to move up and take on the leadership roles to keep us moving in the right direc-
tion and improving year over year. That is what all good businesses do. You may be thinking we are not a 
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H o u s e   

C o m m i t t e e  

M e m b e r s  

                                             
Chris Miles, Chairman 
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L O U N G E  

M a n a g e r  

 

WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊƭƻǿ 
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            WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊƭƻǿ 
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Page 3 Volume 2015 Issue 10 January 

                
                               Welcome New Members 

business, we are a fraternal organization but why shouldnôt we strive to be better year over 
year as well? What is ñbetterò? Businesses base ñbetterò on sales and profits. We base it on membership 
growth, giving back to our communities, and the charity work we do. I say better is what we should strive 
for! Grow our membership, increase our donations to ENF and Harry-Anna, and keep giving back to our own 
communities. 
  
I hope you all have a happy and prosperous New Year and you think about the goals of the organization and 
of Tampa Lodge #708 as you either run for a position or you vote for officers in  February. And please, 
please, donôt let the presidential campaigns and debates demonstrated so far influence how we act! I know 
we are much better and we also donôt have near the amount of campaign funds as those candidates!  
 
See you at Gasparilla on January 30th.  
 
Fraternally, 
Theresa Matthews, Exalted Ruler 

From Page 1 
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Sunday, Jan 24th at 1:00 PM 
  

There will be a training meeting for  Officers and Committee Chairs 
 

 Anybody who aspires to take on these jobs  
in the future is highly encouraged to attend.  

 
Patty Jankiewicz  has 
sponsored 4 members so 
far this Lodge year.  
I am sure you can find  

at least one! 
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 Community Corner 
 

The Robinson HS Band has been invited to perform at the annual  
McCormick Marimba concert at the USF Music Hall. Considered one of 
the premier Marimba events in the country since 2002, admission is still 
free. 
 
The Plant High School Theatre Dept., which just won best of show for 5 

categories in the ONE ACT competition, is working on their winter production of,  ñYou Canôt Take It  With 
You.ò Guess which high school football star is in this one? 
 
All Tampa Elks Lodge members are members of the South Tampa Chamber of Commerce. You are entitled to 
some special deals as a member. Go to their website and check out the listings under ñHot Deals.ò 

 AMERICA'S  FUTURE  CONTINUES 
 

America as a nation moves on into 2016 - with some of our national institutions of gov-
ernance striving to improve American's daily lives successfully - while other sectors of 
American life seemingly appear to falter in many citizen's views of betterment for all.  
As loyal Elks Lodge members we must continue to advance Elkdom in many charitable 
& positive ways - and work together to bring many children & American military vet-
erans ways to improve our local families & communities  through the prudent use of 
our Elks National Foundation Grants. Elks National Foundation Grants will continue to 
improve & enhance the lives, hopes, & futures of those most deserving of  the Benevo-
lent and Protective Order of Elks assistance!  
 
The world at-large continues to "look to America as a beacon of hope" - now more 
than ever before.  America's Republic must always be the "Bastion of Freedom" that 
gives all American citizens the ways to know, exercise & defend our "Inalienable 

rights to Life, Liberty &the pursuit of Happiness" - forever!   
 
With these thoughts & ideas in mind, please continue to volunteer to help make our works, thru your time & do-
nations, become  successful projects that will improve & enhance the Lodge's stature in the Tampa Bay Area. 
 
Your Lodge's Americanism Committee wishes you all a Happy & Prosperous New Year for 2016. 
 
Richard Florance, PER 
rhflorance@yahoo.com 

2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ &ÌÏÒÁÎÃÅȟ 0%2 

       Gold - Howard James - 3/16                                      Silver - Shelagh Gombarcik - 6/16 
Platinum - Durant, Rose & Palladini, Debbie - 3/16                     Schneider, Rick & Jan - 5/16 
                  Deese, John & Kathy - 4/16                                        Appel, Jackie - 6/2016 
                  Fennell, Pat & Marilyn- 5/16                                      Johnson, jack - 6/16 
                  In Memory of Jerrye and Patrick Fennell - 5./16        Norton, Robert - 6/16 
                  Pickenpaugh, Vernon & Betty - 5/16                          Smith, Rita - 6/16 
                                                                                                       Walbart, Mark- 6/16 

 These Members are Invested in the Partners for Progress Program at Tampa Lodge #708 
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Old Elk Tales     (Myth busters)  

 

Old Elk Tale: The only way to donate to Harry-Anna is to sign up for a certifi-
cate. 
  
False- You can now donate on-line! Go to www.floridaelks.org and at the top 
right click on the flashing Donate button.  
 
Once there you choose a Lodge (Tampa 708 highly recommended) to make your 
gift through. You can choose a onetime donation or you can enter a monthly 
amount by clicking the yes, automatically repeat this gift every month box at the 
bottom. You can then put in your credit card information and make a monthly 
gift donation, for example $19 a month, and not have to worry about filling any-

thing else out again. This is completely safe and can be stopped at any time. Donôt forget the Harry-Anna Trust 
fund supports the Florida Childrenôs Therapy Services and the Florida Elks Youth Camp, gives out matching ENF 
funds, and is a 501c3 and tax deductible!  You will be pleased to know that you will receive a receipt with their 
tax number for your files. 
 

  

The Gourmet Club Resumes:  
 

Sunday, February  21st  
5:00 PM 

 

Appetizers with an  
 International flair  

 
Candy  Venable, Chairman  

Celebrate St Patrickôs Day At Tampa #708 
 
               Saturday March 19, 2016 
 
Traditional Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 
Irish Dancers                Great Music & More 
 Only $15.00                 Robert Norton, Chairman 
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Saturday, 30th January 2016 
 Itõs time to be a Pirate Again Mateys 
é.JOIN in the Fun as we Celebrate 

The Legendary GASPRILLA BOAT PARADE with Tampa 708 Elks and Party like a Pirate 
We have Beads, Booze, Pirates, Wenches, & more 

The Fun Begins with about 7:30am 
- Big Buffet Breakfast at Tampa Lodge (Beverages Available) 

Bus Ride to the Best waterfront location on Davis Island to watch the Fa-
mous Jose 

Gaspar Boat Invasion and Eat Lunch (Cuban Sandwiches - weõre famous for them.) 
-Bus Ride back to Tampa Lodge for Cuban DinnerñMusicñDancing-- 

All this for $60.00 per person 
CONTACT:Steve Harmon @lodge708secretary@outlook.com (813) 831-4280 for Tickets 

Member Appreciation Night - February 27, 2016 
All Lodge and/or LOE Members  with Reservations eat free! 

Guests with reservations pay only $10.00 

RSVP in person only - during regular Lodge hours - by February 12th! 

Bring your membership card. 

 

Choice of a steak filet with potato or chicken filet with rice 
Full meal, plus Ice Cream Sundae Bar 

Followed by: 

Excellent New Band for your Dancing/Listening  Pleasure 
O\Ċi\ĕ^feeXĕJfZbĕL_`jĕ@flj\ð 
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    Every Monday Night  
 
            
 
 
 

    Short Order Grill 
             5-7PM 
 
Burgers, Patty Melts,  Reubens, 
Grilled Cheese. & more 
 
French Fries, Tater Tots, or Onion 
Rings included with all sandwiches 
or available as an appetizer. 
                 CHEAP EATS! 
 
             

$2.00 Trivia 
Thursday, Jan 15th 

7:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by 
  Sandra Lake 
And Lisa Snyder 
 Third Thursday! 

 
All questions are multiple choice. 

 

 
                       Wienie Wednesday 
$1.00 Hot Dogs on Meeting Nights 
 
 
 
 
6:15- 
7:15 
 
 
 
 
 
           Add chips for fifty cents! 

& 
1 hour 
after  
the 

Meeting 

Tuesday Night Movies 
                                           

Movie Nights are  being hosted 
 by Jack Johnson 
 
Jan 5 - The Tuxedo 
Jan. 12- The Time Travelerôs Wife 
Jan.19- The Mask 
Jan. 26- The Bullitt 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Free Popcorn 

 



 

Page 8 Volume 2015 Issue 10 January 

 Lady Presidentôs Message 
 

Happy New Year! 
Its hard to believe that a year has gone by and we are at the start of a new one. I 

hope everyone had a nice Christmas and spent time with 
family and friends. 
 
Thank you to all who took time during the busy month of 
December to support our LOE Christmas Bazaar. It was 
successful. Susie Harlow, VP, will be making a full re-
port at the January LOE meeting. I hope you can attend.   
 
As we make our New Yearôs resolutions, letôs not forget 
up coming events at the Lodge. January 3rd (Sunday) 
the LOE will be putting on a soup tailgate. That will be 
the Buccaneerôs final regular season game. Check the 
sign up sheet on the bulletin board to see what you can 
donate or help with. 
Plan to attend the Gasparilla Invasion with the Lodge on 
Saturday, Jan 30h. Always fun, food, & drinks! Party 
on, Mateys! 
 

So as we look back on 2015 and all the things weôve accomplished , goals we 
have met, donations we have made, and fellowship we have shared, we should pat 
ourselves on the back. My closing to you this month:  
 
ñKeep Christ in your hearts and spread love wherever you go.ò 
 
Godôs Blessing,  
Suzanne Moore 

3ÕÚÁÎÎÅ -ÏÏÒÅ 

 
January LOE Birthdays 

 
        Jan 3 - Robert  Bordonaro 
Jan 15 - John Flowers 
Jan 18 - Susan Hagen 
  Jan 20 - Shirley Adams 

 

 

 L a d i e s  o f  

t h e  E l k s  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ t[t 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{ǳǎƛŜ IŀǊƭƻǿΣ t[t 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
9ƭƳŀ YŜƭƭȅ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

wƻōŜǊǘ .ƻǊŘƻƴŀǊƻ 
/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ 

WŀƴŜǧŜ .ŜƴƴŜǧ 
tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴ 
[ƛǎŀ {ƴȅŘŜǊ 365 Club        A penny a day... 

 
I am happy to report that we have had 
a great response to our 365 Club. 
Hopefully this will continue. I had the 
pleasure of seeing our Florida Elks Childrenôs Therapy 
Service Van. It was a mini van, white with the logo on 
each side. 
 
This month I have these wonderful people who donat-
ed.: Debbie Osterbrock, Laura Jones, Aida Diaz, Bill 
Edwards, PLP, PER, Rosie LaChance, Berni Turpin, 
PLP , the Elkins Thanksgiving table, Robert Summers 
and several anonymous donors and the lounge patrons 
who drop their change in the houses.  
Last month I forgot to give thanks to Betty Gnadt for 
her large donation- I apologize for the oversite. 
 
Thanks to everyone! 
Love, 
Berni Turpin 

 ΩάΫ #,5" 


