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Benevolence Before Boasting! 
 

Benevolent, adjective, well-meaning and kindly (of an organization) serving a charita-
ble rather than a profit-making purpose. Vocabulary.com states ñBenevolent comes 
from the Latin bene ñwellò and volent from the verb ñto wishò so you can imagine that 
this word brings goodness with it. A benevolent society is a charity group organized to 
serve a community through programs, sponsorships and donations.ò   
 
            You may wonder why I risk sounding clich® and providing a definition about 
Benevolence. Believe it or not, some people donôt know what the B.P.O.E. stands for. 
Yes, we have heard ñBest People on Earthò enough to know and believe it, but we do 
know it truly stands for Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. I wonder if anyone 

ever stopped to think about the word Benevolent and what 
it means to them. When I read the definition I know it 
describes Tampa 708 perfectly. We serve our community 
through a myriad of programs: Athena House, Open Arms 
Homeless Ministry, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, 
Robinson High School Club Chivalry, The Veterans 
Domiciliary, The Childrenôs Home, and numerous other 
volunteer programs. The majority of these activities we 
are able to do because we apply for grants through the 
Grand Lodge and for matching funds through the Florida State Elks Association. We have to submit 
a well written grant plan accounting for every penny and then we have to submit supporting docu-

mentation of what we did and receipts for everything. So, how does this get done? Who does it? I love to give kudos when kudos 
due, one of the most ñbenevolentò people I know is our own Elksize Editor, Rita Smith, who writes the grant applications. We have 
received every grant we have applied for so far, largely because Rita knows that if she can get the money, the members of Tampa 
Elks Lodge #708 can be counted on to step up to do the work.  
 
               When you decided to become a member of the B.P.O.E. was it for the volunteer opportunities? Was it for the comradery? 
Was it for the cheap drinks? Was it because  Chris Miles said ñdo you want a job with no pay, no benefits, lots of hard work, get-
ting yelled at frequently, etc.? Have we got the job for you! ò Of course, he was joking and referring to the House Committee, but 
when I look around we have a bunch of volunteers that do this on a regular basis. How do we provide more volunteer opportuni-
ties? How do we NOT burn out the volunteers we have? There isnôt a whole lot of attendance at the Lodge meetings. I get that! 
Attending meetings is not everyoneôs thing. I know I attend enough at work all day, that the thought of attending a meeting at night 
is not always top of my list of ñfun things to doò (am I whining without my wine in hand?). But, when I look at the big picture, I 
always feel very proud after a meeting. I look at the members who did attend and all they reported on and know this is the group of 
people I want to be with, like minded individuals that care about our community. 
 

              One of our goals this year on our business plan was a grass-roots approach to 
membership. My very first article asked ñHow is an organization based in South Tampa 
for 113 years yet  very few people know we are here or what we areò? I confirmed our 
anonnminity when Courtney Weil, Steve Harmon, Chris Miles, and I attended the South 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce Business Expo in September. We had a booth set up with 
our display board, brochures, and applications. One of the first things I asked people when 
they came to the table was ñHave you heard of the Elks? If so, what do you know about  
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H o u s e   

C o m m i t t e e  

M e m b e r s  

                                             
Chris Miles, Chairman 

WƻƘƴ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 
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WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊƭƻǿ 
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                               Welcome New Members 

 
them?ò Not many people could say much about us. Some said, ñYou are like the Moose.ò  No offense to the 
Moose, but have you seen a moose and an elk? They are very different animals,  as are the two organizations, but 
we are both in the same ñBenevolentò community and we sometimes partner together for a worthy cause. Another 
thing that came out of our experience with the South Tampa Chamber of Commerce was when I told people, many 
who live in South Tampa, where we were located, they seemed dumbfounded. They said they didnôt even know 
we were there. Have you ever been to the Publix across the street? The Starbucks across the street? The car wash 
next door? What do they all have in common? They are BUSY! Busy means lots of people, so why donôt they 
even notice the Elks Lodge right there in their midst? I believe it is all about ñCurb Appealò. We are overgrown, 
no color, a rusted sign and reader board with very little room and not enough letters and punctuation, a parking lot 
with pot holes and lines you can barely see to park between. Need I go on? It isnôt a pretty site! It isnôt inviting and 
conducive to attracting new membership. And donôt get me started on the parking. Past State President, Frank Pal-
ladini, sums it up the best. He said ñWe have room for 200 people and parking for 8!ò  Are you asking yourself, 
ñWhat can we do about thisò?  
 

                   For starters. a group of hard working members came out on Saturday, October 10 and worked on 
Lodge Beautification. These ten proud Elks gave their Saturday to hard manual labor, heat, rain, GIANT ants, 
and a whole lot of water. I want to thank the following people for their hard work weeding, picking up garbage, 
trimming trees, lifting very heavy trash into the dumpster, laying mulch, and making our entrance much more 
inviting: Bryan and Rebecca SullIns, Bob Suhrheinrich, Chris Miles, Sharon Ford, Hank and Patricia Bellairs, 
Betty Gnadt, Susie Harlow and yours truly.  I also want to thank Nancy Keesler, who weeded and cleaned up the 
side walk area down the side entrance the week prior since she was going to be out of town on October 10. Then 
on top of this, we did have an incident with a water main break. Of course, this happened 4 hours before we had 
a Hall Event scheduled. We were trying to find a plumber to come out when our very own Norm Bonar, offered 
to come out and take a look. Norm saved the day by helping us replace the broken pipe and identify a pipe that 
has been leaking for some time. We were able to get the repairs done and get water to the building before the 
guests arrived for the event. I donôt think I ever saw Wendy Hall and Paul DeLand, who had booked the hall 
event, sweat so much!  We didnôt get everything done that we wanted to, so we will be scheduling another day very soon. Those of you 
that thought ñDarn it, I didnôt get to go there and help with all that yardwork.ò  donôt worry, we will give you another opportunity.  
 
                   Benevolence is everywhere we look at 708. Everyone can do their part in many different ways. Next time you come in ask 
how you can help. There are lots of things to do that donôt require heavy lifting or physically hard work but they can be helpful to one of 
our committees. We welcome all our members, and Hope the guests you invite in will become members as well. We can and will contin-
ue to help out community as long as we have members. 
 
 So ask yourself, ñCan I boast about Benevolence?ò If you are a Tampa Elk you sure can! 
 
Fraternally, 
Theresa Matthews, Exalted Ruler 

From Page 1 

     *ÁÍÅÓ Ȱ$ÅÅȱ #ÉÓÎÅÒÏÓ 
            #ÁÒÏÌÙÎ "ÒÅÉÔ 

Patty Jankiewicz has 
sponsored a new member. 

Have YOU? 
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Old Elk Tales     (Myth busters)  

 

The Eleven OôClock Toast MUST be done every night. 
 
FALSE: The only time the eleven oôclock toast is required by statute is if the 
Lodge is in session. (Official Lodge meeting) However, In Tampa it is the tradi-
tion to do the eleven oôclock toast each evening to remember our absent members. 

 Community Corner 
 
   Robinson High School is again holding the RHS Knightsô salute on November 
14th from 2-5 PM. Last year they sold tickets for $10.00. This year they are just 
charging $2 for parking. This event features displays and demonstrations for the US 
Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Navy & Marines. There will also be something from 

the Veteranôs Administration, Racing 4 Vets, and Rustic Steel Creations. Look for food vendors and a concert 
from the award winning Robinson High School Band. 
 
 
South Tampa Chamber of Commerce is looking for volunteers to help with their Annual Golf Classic which 
will be held  on November 6th at the Bay Palms Golf Club on MacDill AFB. Volunteers will be provided with 
base access , lunch, dinner, t-shirts, and  a goody bag . As STCOC members, you can sign up online using the 
Lodge email address as your member log in. Or call Julie at 813- 637 -0156. 
 
 
On Saturday November 7th  from 1PM to 5PM Liberty Manor for Vets will be holding a Veteranôs Celebra-
tion. Open House. They offer free food, drinks and entertainment. They will be accepting voluntary donations 
or gift cards for the Veterans that reside at the manor. If you havenôt been to Liberty Manor, this is a good op-
portunity to find out more about this private refuge for homeless veterans. 

 CIVICS - SERVICE- CELEBRATIONS - ELKS DO IT ALL 
 
All American Elks Lodge Members who are planning to "Cast their Ballots" on Tuesday November 3rd, 
2015 - ELECTION DAY - will be doing their Civic duty to America, Florida, & their local towns & 
cities by voting where they live. Please pause from your busy day & VOTE! 
 
On Wednesday November 11th,2015 America pauses to remember, honor & revere our VETERANS - 
their triumphs & tragedies of wars that rekindle our thoughts of past & present; the living & the dead; 
the spirit strength, & bravery that touches & shapes America's hope for a better future for the genera-
tions still to come. 
 
November brings Americans a truly special day every year as we celebrate Thursday November 26th, 
2015 ï THANKSGIVING DAY - to renew our thanks  to all who truly have contributed to the glorious 
bounty of good food & good fortune America brings to all Americans & many other countries all 
around the world that come & become citizens that strengthen  the very social fabric of America's suc-
cesses. 
 
As the 2015 Year comes closer to an end I would like to thank each & every Elks Lodge Member & 
their families & guests for their strong faith & support that has been shown to me & my Americanism 
Committee & the Officers & Trustees for their loyalty & continuing service. 
 
Richard Florance, PER 
 

Americanism Chairman 
rhflorance@yahoo.com 
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  Lounge opens at 2:00          Dinner at 3:00 
Hosted by Loyal Knight Shelagh Gombarcik 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Whether your family is 
large or small, or you have 
no family at all, you are 
welcome to join your Elk 
Family for a Thanksgiving 
Feast.  
 
Katrina has volunteered to 
open the Lounge for your              
beverage pleasure.  
 

Our faithful volunteers Albi 
and Lynn, with help from John 
and Franco, will prepare the 
turkey, dressing, potatoes,  
gravy, and ham.  
 
 
You are asked to bring your 
favorite side dish  or dessert 
and pay only $6.00 per head.  

   Please sign up on the Bulletin Board before we shop!  



 
 

GOLD INVESTORS $51 - $99 
 

James, Howard 3/2016 
 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ Lƴ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks Lodge #708, ensuring that our Lodge will be around for 
another 100 years. We will accomplish this by rebuilding our capital through  
investments made by Lodge Partners who are determined to secure Tampa Elks Lodge #708õs long term 
future. Interest earned on the investments will remain in the investment account and help to increase the 
overall financial strength of our Lodge.  

BRONZE INVESTORS $10-$20 
 

     YOUR NAME HERE? 

 

SILVER INVESTORS $21 - $50 
 

Osterbrock, Debbie  11/2015 
Gombarcik, Shelagh 6/2016 
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PLATINUM INVESTORS - $100+ 
 
 
Thomas, PER, Victor & Berniece 11/2015 
Palladini, Debbie & Durant, Rose 3/2016 
Deese, John & Kathy 4/2016 
Fennell, Pat and Marilyn 5/2016 
In Memory of Jerrye and Patrick Fennell 5/2016 
Pickenpaugh, Vernon and Betty, PSP 5/2016 
Schneider, PER, Rick and Jan 5/2016 
Appel, Jackie 6/2016 
Johnson, Jack 6/2016 
Norton, Robert 6/2016 
Smith, Rita 6/2016 
Walbart, Mark 6/2016 
In Memory of Ebba Jean Palladini  
 
 

Christopher Miles 11/2015 
Howard James  3/2016 
Bob and Candi Suhrheinrich 9/2016 
John and Kathy Deese 4/2016 
Pat and Marilyn Fennell 5/2016 
Vernon and PSP Betty Pickenpaugh 5/2016 
Robert Norton 6/2016 
Donna Morris Halsey 7/2016 
Debbie Osterbrock  11/2016 
In Memory of Harold Siddens, Linda & Richard 3/2018 
Vera Wright  3/2018 
 

 

          Be an SOB! 
               (Smiling ole Booster) 
         $10.00 per year helps offset  
            the cost of the Elksize.  

From the Editor: 
apwurita@hotmail.com 
 
Articles, flyers and pic-
tures should be received 
by the 15th of the month. 
 
First Priority will be for 
advertising the current 
monthôs activities and/ or 
events. 
 
Save the Date flyers for 
more than 2 months out 
should be shrinkable to a 
quarter page. 
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 $2.00 Trivia 
Thursday, November 12th 

7:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by 
  Sandra Lake 
And Lisa Snyder 
Second Thursday! 

 
All questions are multiple choice. 
Prizes are awarded for each round. 
Come early for the best seats. 

    Sunday Funday 
Wii Bowling 

 New Tournament each Sunday 
Everyone Welcome! 

 
4:00 most Sundays 

  

 

 
                  Wienie Wednesday 
$1.00 Hot Dogs on Meeting Nights 
 
 
 
 
6:15- 
7:15 
 
 
 
 
 
           Add chips for fifty cents! 

& 
1 hour 
after  
the 

Meeting 

Line Dancing Lessons are Back! 
 
Instructor Donna Morris Halsey makes it look 
so easy, but you can sure work up a sweat. 
Come learn the moves, from the classics like 
the Hully Gully to  the hip hit the Wobble, 
Donna can keep you in the dance line for the 

entire set. 
   

6:30 every Thursday 
 

$2.00 donation is requested to offset the A/C 
bill.     
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 Lady Presidentôs Message 
 
Wow! Last month was a busy month. Our 52nd Annual Florida Ladies of the Elks 
conference was exciting and busy! President Jane Moon did a great job this year 
and she put on a great luncheon and a Margaaritaville Dinner. The memorial ser-
vice was spiritual and beautiful. As  Jane ended the weekend handing over her seat 
to Becky Long, they shared compassion and caring words for each other..  
 
Congratulations Becky Long! Our work shop was busy and did well. The Lotto 
board was won by Rosa Luer. The tickets produced about $70.00 in winnings. 
The Sock Hop in Oct 17th was fun and successful The theme was ñThe Dale 
Mabry Drive -In.ò We also had a raffle for a Halloween basket, a 50/50 and many 
fun door prizes. Donna Halsey did a remarkable job chairing this event, and I want 
to thank everyone who donated and helped set up. This is what makes us so spe-
cial!   
 
Congratulations to two new members, Tommy Moore and Carolyn Breit, who 
joined the Ladies of the Elks last month. Welcome to the LOE family! 
 
November is almost here and Thanksgiving is around the corner. On Friday, 
11/27/15; the day after Thanksgiving, the LOE will be decorating the Christmas 
Tree and the Lodge. Bring a covered dish to add to whatever leftovers the Lodge 
can heat up and letôs make it a fun night! We will have more info at the meeting 
on November 4th.  
 
Our new member Tommy Moore is the Chairman for the Childrenôs Christmas 
Party this year. If you would like to be on the committee, see me. We sill need 
donations and present for the children,, 
 
So I leave you with this,ò Sharing IS Caring.ò   
 
    
Godôs Blessings, 
 
Sue Moore 
LOE President 

3ÕÚÁÎÎÅ -ÏÏÒÅ 

 
 

Sandra Lessard - 11/3 
Frank Sellers - 11/3 
Patricia Bellairs - 11/5 
Suzanne Moore - 11/8 
Bonnie Quire - 11/17 

Lucille Schoonmaker - 11/18 
Betty Gnadt - 11/20 

Robert Suhrheinrich - 11/27 
Sherral Jorgenson - 11/30 
Robert Norton - 11/30 

 L a d i e s  o f  

t h e  E l k s  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ t[t 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{ǳǎƛŜ IŀǊƭƻǿΣ t[t 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
9ƭƳŀ YŜƭƭȅ 
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365 Club        A penny a day... 
 
Some wonderful long time 
faithful Sunday breakfast cus-
tomers brought in full houses 
this month, as did Pat Becker, 
Aida, and  Rita Smith. I was 
also pleased by the donations in the houses at the 
lounge and the tables in the dining room. Please keep 
on putting a few coins or a dollar in our houses for the 
Florida Elkôs Therapy Services. 
Thank you! 
 
Bernie Turpin 
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