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Merry Christmas and God Bless America 
 

Hard to believe December is already here. As always we continue to be 
busy down at 708. The Youth Activities Committee will be busy planning 
and holding a Childrenôs Christmas Party, partially supported by funds 
from the Promise Grant, planning the Lodge Hoop Shoot competition, 
and participating in the District Soccer Shoot. The Accident Prevention 
Committee is busy fixing any deficiencies found during our District Dep-
uty Book inspection and audit. The ENF committee is busy selling certifi-
cates. The HATF committee is busy planning our Harry-Anna fund raiser 
for February. The Lodge Activities committee is busy planning the Elkôs 
memorial Service. The Americanism committee is working on the Ameri-
canism Essay Contest. The Lodge Donations Committee is trying to en-
courage more community involvement. (please think about having your 
event down here instead of somewhere else). The Athena House Commit-
tee is planning events for the Female Homeless Vets we support. Our 
Kitchen Committee is busy planning meals, managing inventory, and 
training wait staff. Our Marquee Manager now has plenty of letters and 
lots of fun ideas for the marquee. Pat Boyd has kicked off Elk Training 
and has already completed over 50 members. The House Committee is busy coming up with great ideas and 
activities to interest members. Your Orientation Chair is busy welcoming new members and preparing them 
for initiation. The Veteranôs committee stays busy visiting and helping our Veterans. And of course our Elk-
size Editor stays busy planning and preparing this newsletter. 
 
Why do I recognize all these different committees (I didnôt even mention every one of the committees we 
have)? Number one, to recognize all the hard work that goes into running a fraternal organization like ours 
and number two, just in case you never heard of them before. These committees are always looking for volun-
teers to help them, which reminds me of an Author Unknown quote: ñTeamwork divides the task and multi-
plies the successò. What does that mean? We can get a lot more done with more people and a lot less work for 
just a few people. We stay busy all year long, but seem to get even busier throughout the holiday season. 
Leading Knight, Courtney Weil led a group to feed the homeless a Thanksgiving meal at Hyde Park United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, November 22. Loyal Knight, Shelagh Gombarcik and Lynn Brown led a team 
in preparing a Thanksgiving dinner for everyone here at the Lodge on Thanksgiving Day. The LOE led efforts 
to decorate for Christmas and serve Thanksgiving leftovers on Friday, November 27.  
Now, you are asking yourself ñHow do I join one (or more) of these great committees?ò  Please reach out to 
me (email, text, phone call, snail mail, smoke signals, or mental telepathy) whatever works best for you. I will 
introduce you to the correct person(s) who I know will be more than ecstatic to have you join the committee.  
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9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ wǳƭŜǊ 

¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ aŀǧƘŜǿǎΣ t[t 
[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ YƴƛƎƘǘ 
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{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

{ǘŜǾŜ IŀǊƳƻƴΣ t55D9w 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
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H o u s e   

C o m m i t t e e  

M e m b e r s  

                                             
Chris Miles, Chairman 

WƻƘƴ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 
WŀŎƪ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 
9Ř aǳƭŘŜǊ 

aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ tǊȊȅǿŀǊŀ 
wƛŎƪ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΣ t9w 
WƻƘƴ ²ŜƛƎƻƭŘ 

 
L O U N G E  

M a n a g e r  

 

WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊƭƻǿ 
 

   C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S  L o d g e   

O f f i c e r s  
!ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ 

              .Ǌƛŀƴ .ǊŀƴǘƭŜȅΣ t9w 

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ  

              /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ-²Ŝƛƭ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛǎƳ 

              wƛŎƘŀǊŘ CƭƻǊŀƴŎŜΣ t9w 

!ǊƳȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ 

               WƻƘƴ ²ŜƛƎƻƭŘ 

!ǘƘŜƴŀ IƻǳǎŜ 

 wƛǘŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ t[t 

!ǳŘƛǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ 

              WŀŎƪƛŜ !ǇǇŜƭ 

.Ŝƭƭ wƛƴƎŜǊǎ  

             tŀǘ CŜƴƴŜƭƭ 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ DƛǊƭ 

              .ƻƴƴƛŜ vǳƛǊŜ 

/ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ 

            /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ²Ŝƛƭ 

/ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ 

              .Ǌƛŀƴ .ǊŀƴǘƭŜȅΣ t9w 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

 /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ²Ŝƛƭ 

5ƛƴƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ {ǘŀŶƴƎ 

             /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ²Ŝƛƭ 

5ǊǳƎ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 

             ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻƻǊŜ 

9ƭƪǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ 

 {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪΣ t[t 

9ƭƪǎƛȊŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

             !t²¦wL¢!ϪIh¢a!L[Φ/ha 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜ 

              WƻƘƴ ²ŜƛƎƻƭŘ 

CǊŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ   

               bŀƴ vǳƛǊŜΣ t[t 

C{9! 9ƭƪ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

           CƻǊǊŜǎǘ άtŀǘέ  .ƻȅŘ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ 

                wƛŎƪ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΣ t9w 

DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ 

               Cƭƻ ²ŀȅƴŜΣ t[t 

IŀǊǊȅ !ƴƴŀ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ 

 /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ-²Ŝƛƭ 

IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

                /ƘǊƛǎ aƛƭŜǎ 

LƴǘŜǊ ƭƻŘƎŜ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

            WŀƳŜǎ IŀǊƭƻǿ 

LƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƻƴǎ 

             aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ tǊȊȅǿŀǊŀ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ 

               DŜƻǊƎƛŀ IƛƭŬŎƪŜǊ 

[h9 [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ 

               .ƻƴƴƛŜ vǳƛǊŜ 

aŀǊǉǳŜŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 

                WƛƳ {ƘƛƳǇ 

aŜŘƛŀǘƻǊ 

                5ŀǾƛŘ tŀǊǘƭƻǿ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

                ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ aŀǧƘŜǿǎΣ t[tΣ 9w 

aǳǎƛŎ 

             wƻōŜǊǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎ 

hǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ 

             {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ DƻƳōŀǊŎƛƪΣ t[t 

tǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ WǳǎǝŎŜ 

             WƻƘƴ wŜŘŘƛƴƎ 

[ƻŘƎŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

              .Ǌƛŀƴ .ǊŀƴǘƭŜȅΣ t9w 

¸ƻǳǘƘ  !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

             ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻƻǊŜ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀƳǇ 

              WƻƘƴ ²ŀȅƴŜΣ t9w 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ κ hƴƭƛƴŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ   

              aŀǊǘȅ vǳƛǊŜ 
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                               Welcome New Member 

 Now it is time to get through December and all the events associated with it. Not only do 
we have food and clothing drives, Veteranôs activities, and Christmas parties here at the Lodge, we all have 
personal and professional lives that require just as much attention and devotion.  At times it seems very hard 
to balance all that and be a ñGoodò Elk, parent, employee, spouse, boyfriend/girlfriend, son/daughter, friend, 
leader, participant, etc. Now is the time to reflect on what is most important and how you can do what you 
can without offending anyone or most importantly, stressing yourself out! Iôm sure no one is stressed out this 
time of year. We should all do what Bob & Candi Suhrheinrich and Lisa & Bob Snyder do ï Go Cruising! 
Get away from the technology! Enjoy your loved ones in close quarters! Get away from it all! Well, that 
sounded good for a minute, but back to reality- Get up and Go to Work!  
 
In this day of political correctness, I say Merry Christmas to everyone and God Bless America. We can still 
recognize and appreciate beliefs different from our own (Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza, Joyeux Noel, 
Mele Kalikimaka, Bara Din Mubarak Ho, etc.) while feeling comfortable saying Merry Christmas to another. 
(The first person that can tell me what language the last one was gets a drink on me!) How about God Bless 
America? What is one question we ask all candidates when they want to join the Elks? You got it, ñDo you 
believe in God?ô. There is nothing wrong with being patriotic and supporting America and the Flag. That 
doesnôt mean we are bigoted, mean spirited, or close minded. The Elks are a uniquely American organization 
and that is what we believe in and support! So, as we look at 2016 and what our 
goals and resolutions may be, I think we always believe in helping others and 
being the best Fraternal Organization we can be. Thank you everyone for all you 
do. I am looking forward to a great 2016 with each and every one of you! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Theresa Matthews, Exalted Ruler 
 

From Page 1 
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Old Elk Tales     (Myth busters)  

 

The Elks were established as a Fraternal  club to provide aid to Veterans 
 
 
False:  The Elks were founded in 1868 as a  private social club for thespians , 
minstrels  and other performers, and was called ®The Jolly  Corks.¯  As a private 
club they could elude New York City laws governing the business hours of pri-
vate taverns. When the death of one member left his widow and children with-
out any income, the club adopted additional service roles, rituals, and a new 
name, The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

 Community Corner 
 

Did you know you can attend Wreaths Across America right here in 
South Tampa?  American Legion Post 5 performs the ceremony in their 
Veteranôs Cemetery at noon on Dec.12th.  3810 W Kennedy Blvd 
 
   Congratulations to HB Plant HS Football Team, and their starting 
center., Taylor X Taylor, on an exceptional year.  

 
Congratulations to our own members Christina Harris and Georgia Hillficker on their production of the 
BridgePrep Academy Fall Festival. Very Impressive! Many Elk members got involved in making this a fun 
night for the kids in the school and in the neighborhood. 
 
Congratulations to the Robinson HS Marching Knights who played in the State Semi-Finals at Tropicana 
Field.  
 
 South Tampa Chamber of Commerce was entered in five different categories for Best of the Bay. 

Americanism Chairman 
rhflorance@yahoo.com 

 ETERNAL ELK  PROMISES   
 

December brings our 2015 year closer to an end - recall with me - Elks Promises that  we Eternally 
send.  Think deeply into your mind & into our communities with their needy families that do appear 
- & especially the children who are near & are so dear.  So as Elks we have a Christmas Party every 
year - with games, food, fun, &Gifts given with all good cheer - & so our honored  Eternal Promis-
es continue over the years. 
 
Another of our Eternal Promises comes to mind - our American military veterans are returning from 
overseas campaigns & with them come many grievous & lifelong injuries borne from both physical 
& mental duress - & yes, very personal as well as incidental!  As Elks we honor our Eternal Promis-
es - with Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love & Fidelity to veterans causes.  We all must continue to 
remember our veteran's promise - "As long as there are veterans we will never forget them."  Elks 
will always be there for them - even until their times to hear our Elks chimes of love & memory 
pealing forth their friendly message.  
 
 
 Renew & refresh your Elks ties to our Eternal Promises  - remember that Elks Live & Elks Give 
because Elks Care & Elks Share in unlimited capacities to help other Americans in need! 
 
 
Have a Merry Christmas & a safe  Happy New Year into & through our Elks 2016 year. 
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Please Join Your Lodge in feeding a Holiday dinner to the Homeless on 
Sunday, December 20th at 7:30 AM.  The meal is paid for through the 
Beacon Grant and matching funds from the Florida Elks State Charities. 
The meal is prepared and served by Tampa Elks with help from our part-
ners at Hyde Park United Methodist Church. See or email Rita to order 
your nametag or for directions. apwurita@hotmail.com. 
 

Warning - Charity work can be addicting! 

 
On November 6th- 8th Florida State Elks Associ-
ation treated a dozen WWLL veterans and their 
caregivers to a  weekend in Washington DC to 
participate in the ceremonies marking the  Anni-
versary of the end of WW ll. Among those Vet-
erans were our very own member, Howard James and his preferred care-
giver, daughter Debbie Osterbrock, who is also a veteran.  

The group, which included Past State President Frank Palladini, PER Tampa and VP Jeanne 
Reinhart, toured the monuments, participated in ceremonies, and even had a dinner cruise on 
the Potomac. Of course Howard was up and dancing! 
 
The Veterans were greeted by cheering crowds upon arrival 
at  Reagan International and at Tampa International on their  
return. 
 
 This trip, and the necessary fundraising, was planned by      
PDGER Rudi Masi, PER St Petersburg.   

Florida WW ll Vets at the White House

          $ÅÂÂÉÅ Ǫ (Ï×ÁÒÄ *ÁÍÅÓ 
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 $2.00 Trivia 
Thursday, Dec. 17th 

7:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by 
  Sandra Lake 
And Lisa Snyder 
 Third Thursday! 

 
All questions are multiple choice. 
Prizes are awarded for each round. 
Come early for the best seats. 

    

Sunday Football 
Tailgate at Halftime 
Dec. 6, 13, & 27 

Prior to the game on  
Thursday Dec 17 

 

 
                       Wienie Wednesday 
$1.00 Hot Dogs on Meeting Nights 
 
 
 
 
6:15- 
7:15 
 
 
 
 
 
           Add chips for fifty cents! 

& 
1 hour 
after  
the 

Meeting 

Tuesday Night Movies 
                                           
Dec 1 - Entrapment (1999) 
 
Dec 8-Rocky Horror Picture Show(1975) 
 
Dec 15 - Casablanca (1942) 
 
Dec 22-Holiday Inn (1942) 
 
Dec 29 -The Blues Brothers(1980) 
 
 
 
Movie Nights are  being hosted by Jack Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Popcorn 
 


