
Happy July! Happy Independence Day! Or should I wish you a Merry Christmas? 

 I continue to receive many comments from Elks both within our own lodge and even 

several lodges across the district and state.  Most express appreciation of 

my writing style and/or my creative wit (if there is such a thing).  That said, 

I have also received admonishment for my being long winded and my in-

ability to get to the point.  Now to that end, I simply say; thank you.  How 

is that for direct? 

 I have never been one for the ñthank you, thank you, and thank 

youò type of article.  I have been and am a member of a number of organi-

zations and I have had considerable experience in writing such addresses.  

You always seem to forget someone and ultimately hurt someone's feelings.  

Thatôs not going to happen here, unless you disapprove of my writing 

styleé Sorry, I couldnôt resist. 

 This year, we celebrate the 234th Year of Independence of The 

United States.  Unfurl your flag, fire up the grill, thank a Vet, dust off 

your copy of the Declaration of Independence or Constitution (You do 

have a copy, donôt you?) and even read a few passages.  Whatever you 

do, remember the United States is what we as Americans made it and continue to make it.  Go 

out and make this day special, donôt waste it.  For many Elks, is it especially memorable as we 

kick off our National Convention in Orlando.  This yearôs convention is even more memorable as 

we prepare to install Mike Smith, of Plant City, as our Grand Exalted Ruler. It is a good time to 

be a Florida Elk!  Still, any way you do it; Happy Birthday America! 

 Christmas you ask?  Absolutely!  Christmas is a time of giving, even if the temperature 

is above 90-degrees.  Still, during this special time of year, we tend to reflect on gifts to the  

family, gifts to friends and spending time with people we care about. It is precisely for that  

reason that I am pleased to announce Tampa Lodge #708ôs Christmas In July Celebration, sched-

uled for July 24th.  Now, Instead of the normal cards, carols, crumpets and candy canes, we are 

going to do it ñMotown Style.ò Linda Reid, our Hall Rental/ Entertainment/Do ñanything that is 

asked of herò Committee Chairman has secured live music belting out ñMotown soundsò for 

your dining and dancing pleasure.  In addition, there will be Reindeer Games (like our horse 

races) and a live auction to round out the evenings activities.   Now hereôs the best part; we will 

do all of this to raise money for the Harry-Anna Trust!  So, circle the date on your calendars, 

send your best tropical shirt and Bermuda shorts to the cleaners, because Santa Claus is coming 

to town in beach attire and you should too. 

 Tickets for Christmas in July are $15.00 per adult and include a fine Christmas dinner 

of finger lickinô good chicken or ribs and fixinôs (How is that for getting you into a Motown 

mood?). 

 Why not keep the warm feeling and expand the good will that accompanies the spirit of 

giving?  How about volunteering and give the gift of time?  Have you volunteered at our lodge 

lately?  I continue to see the same faces attending to the same functions day in and day out to 
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 I would like to take this opportunity to Thank all of you for your strong  

support these last 3 months! It really does help to know that I have the support of the 

ladies! 

  We were certainly busy at convention selling chances on our treasure chest 

of booze and cups. We made $587.00 in sales. A BIG Thanks to all who donated 
booze for our treasure chest. The convention was a blast and the Lodge 708  

definitely had the best hospitality room! The ladies luncheon was quite nice and Beth 

Boyd and Susie Harlow won some nice gifts in the Chinese Auction. 

  Have you been to the lodge lately? If not, you must stop by and see the NEW 

ARTWORK the ladies provided in the dining room. It is BEAUTIFUL!!! THANK 

YOU Lisa Snyder for all your hard efforts to see this project through. 

The reward for us as Ladies of the Elks does not come from just putting our name on 

all we do but from the goodness in our hearts that we feel and the acknowledgements 

from our fellow elks! 

 I would also like to send out a Big Thanks to Gracie Winchell for taking the time to always make sure that on meet-

ing nights that we have a delicious cake! 

  We are well under way on the planning of our variety show! We are looking to making it a huge success and money 

maker for this year! Lesley Nikkinen and Barbara Huffman are working very hard. They are still in need of volunteers, so if 

you can help out in anyway please contact them or myself. EVEN A LITTLE BIT OF HELP IS BETTER THAN NONE! 

  We could also use some help with a cashier on the 3rd Thursday of the month for our LOE dinners! 

  Donôt miss our upcoming meetings as we will be having some 

interesting and informative guests! 

 If you have any ideas or suggestions please give me a call (813-453-

2268) or email me at trahorrell@tampabay.rr.com 

Have a safe and colorful 4
th
 of July!! Please remember our  

VETERANôS. 

 Look forward to seeing you soon!  

In Your Service, Tracy Horrell 

L.O.E. President 

keep our lodge running smooth.  The problem is these people are getting tired of my old 

jokes and stories.  New faces will enable me to recycle these tired old jokes and maybe 

learn some new ones.  We cannot forget that new members are the lifeôs blood of any 

organization. If we do not grow, we become stagnant.  If you havenôt been around in a 

while, come in and see what is new.  Step up to the plate and roll-up your sleeves; there 

is always a lot to do.  If you are unsure how to approach someone to volunteer, just hang 

around the lodge for more than an hour, I will find you!  July is Volunteer Month! What 

better month to get active.  When you run out of ways to say no, I will be waiting and 

remember, volunteering can be contagious. 

 Lastly, you may have noticed that there are once again signs of life from our 

Lodge Beautification Committee (Addison and I).  After several months, we have started 

construction on the re-birth of the lounge spaces.  It is our hope that we will complete 

this phase prior to our VP Visit on July 17th.  At this stage of the game, things are pro-

gressing smoothly.  We look forward to showcasing our new interior for all to see and enjoy. 
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Exalted Ruler (Continued)  

Proposed Candidates  

Candidate  Proposer 

Linda Summers - Linda Reid 

Robert Summers - Linda Reid 

Diane Grieves - Chris Miles 

Volunteers Needed to fill  

these Committee Chairs  

Kitchen    Lodge Activities Veteranôs Hospital 

National Service  Scholarship  Special Events 

Stray Elks Veterans  Sports/Soccer Shoot 
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