
Happy July! Happy Independence Day! Or should I wish you a Merry Christmas? 

 I continue to receive many comments from Elks both within our own lodge and even 

several lodges across the district and state.  Most express appreciation of 

my writing style and/or my creative wit (if there is such a thing).  That said, 

I have also received admonishment for my being long winded and my in-

ability to get to the point.  Now to that end, I simply say; thank you.  How 

is that for direct? 

 I have never been one for the ñthank you, thank you, and thank 

youò type of article.  I have been and am a member of a number of organi-

zations and I have had considerable experience in writing such addresses.  

You always seem to forget someone and ultimately hurt someone's feelings.  

Thatôs not going to happen here, unless you disapprove of my writing 

styleé Sorry, I couldnôt resist. 

 This year, we celebrate the 234th Year of Independence of The 

United States.  Unfurl your flag, fire up the grill, thank a Vet, dust off 

your copy of the Declaration of Independence or Constitution (You do 

have a copy, donôt you?) and even read a few passages.  Whatever you 

do, remember the United States is what we as Americans made it and continue to make it.  Go 

out and make this day special, donôt waste it.  For many Elks, is it especially memorable as we 

kick off our National Convention in Orlando.  This yearôs convention is even more memorable as 

we prepare to install Mike Smith, of Plant City, as our Grand Exalted Ruler. It is a good time to 

be a Florida Elk!  Still, any way you do it; Happy Birthday America! 

 Christmas you ask?  Absolutely!  Christmas is a time of giving, even if the temperature 

is above 90-degrees.  Still, during this special time of year, we tend to reflect on gifts to the  

family, gifts to friends and spending time with people we care about. It is precisely for that  

reason that I am pleased to announce Tampa Lodge #708ôs Christmas In July Celebration, sched-

uled for July 24th.  Now, Instead of the normal cards, carols, crumpets and candy canes, we are 

going to do it ñMotown Style.ò Linda Reid, our Hall Rental/ Entertainment/Do ñanything that is 

asked of herò Committee Chairman has secured live music belting out ñMotown soundsò for 

your dining and dancing pleasure.  In addition, there will be Reindeer Games (like our horse 

races) and a live auction to round out the evenings activities.   Now hereôs the best part; we will 

do all of this to raise money for the Harry-Anna Trust!  So, circle the date on your calendars, 

send your best tropical shirt and Bermuda shorts to the cleaners, because Santa Claus is coming 

to town in beach attire and you should too. 

 Tickets for Christmas in July are $15.00 per adult and include a fine Christmas dinner 

of finger lickinô good chicken or ribs and fixinôs (How is that for getting you into a Motown 

mood?). 

 Why not keep the warm feeling and expand the good will that accompanies the spirit of 

giving?  How about volunteering and give the gift of time?  Have you volunteered at our lodge 

lately?  I continue to see the same faces attending to the same functions day in and day out to 
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