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LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Wendy Hall 

LEADING KNIGHT - Tracy Horrell, PER 

LOYAL KNIGHT -  Edie Hanley 
LECTURING KNIGHT - Kim Van Walker 

SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Kristie Horst 
ESQUIRE -  Debbie Brennan 

INNER GUARD - Dee Cisneros, PER 
TILER - Kim Benzing 

CHAPLAIN – April Holtzman 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tristan Reiber 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Norman Benzing 

4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Paul DeLand, PER 
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Laura Jones 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

House Committee Chair 
Jacque LoCicero, PLP 

House Committee Members:  
Daniel Armentrout, Dave Riplogle, Debbie Brennan, 

Jason Brown, Paul DeLand PER, Suzanne Moore 
 

KITCHEN MANAGER 
To Be Determined 

Hall Event & Rental Chairman:  
Jacquie LoCicero (tampa708rentals@yahoo.com) 

813-245-6458  
 

 

Elksize Editor: 
Georgia Hilficker 

georgiahilficker@gmail.com 
 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  

Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 

Sunday 4:00am - 9:00pm 

“Open Early for Bucs Games” 
 

Lodge Secretary email: 
 

tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
Wendy Hall 

 Grand Lodge is past, there will be a report 
elsewhere in this issue. Next on our slate of things-
to-do is the District VP Visit on August 13th at 3pm 
which we are co-hosting at Tampa with Dunedin/
Clearwater Lodge #1525. The theme is “Cruising 
Pirates”! This is A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
OUR Lodge to shine. We need every officer 
(mandatory) and every member who can make it 
to show how strong Tampa #708, “The Pirate 
Lodge!” is.  Please plan to attend this great event. 
Keep your eye out for flyers on events coming up in 
August and September. 

Remember “Day at The Rays!” on August 27th with 
State President Joe Cooper throwing out the 1st 
pitch. Tickets are available on the Florida State 
Elks web site. It looks like we will top 1,000 Elks at 
this year’s game. BE THERE! The seats are great! 
Coming in September is the State President’s visit 
September 15th-17th and the FLOE Conference 
September 22nd-24th. 
Football Tailgate is rapidly approaching. We will 
be assembling the volunteers to help with food for 
the Bucs games beginning in September. Pre-
seasaon games are August 11th and 26th. Come see 
the games in the cool comfort of the Lodge with 
your favorite libation and our giant 135 inch TV 
screen. Watch for our sign up sheet. Our first 
season game is September 10th. 
I would like to recognize the many folks who 
stepped up and kept the Lodge in operation while 
Paul DeLand, PER, Board Chair and I were at 
Grand Lodge and then through Paul’s very critical 
illness. (As I write this he is just beginning to come 
back.) From AC problems, phone problems, 
meetings to be handled and much more, you ALL 
stepped up and kept things under control. You 
truly are “The Best People on Earth!” From the 
bottom of my heart I truly appreciate each and 
every one of you. 

See you at the Lodge! 
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Your  2023-24  Committee Chairs 
Accident Prevention - Tommy Moore (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism - Norman Benzing, Chairman (norm-kim@rtcol.com) 
Army of Hope - Daniel Armentrout, Chairman (Odannyboy@aol.com)   
Auditing Committee - Jackie Apple, Chairman (Jackie.apple@yahoo.com) 
Drug Awareness - Edie Hanley, Chairman (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
ENF Fundraising - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
ENF Scholarships - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
ENF Grants - Rita Smith, PER (apwurita@hotmail.com) 
Government Relations - Rick Schnieder, PER (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna - Kim VanWalker, Chairman (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Hoop Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison - Paul DeLand - (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com)) 
Lodge Activities - Crystal Johnson (palamino79@yahoo.com) 
Membership Committee - Tracy Horrell, PER (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Orientation - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER (Shelaghg1@yahoo.com) 
Public Relations Committee - Kim VanWalker (kmvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee - Frank Palladini, PSP, PGE (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot - Patty Volpe (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veteran’s Services - Joe LoCicero, Chairman 

Jose Remon, Co-Chair (joseremon@gmail.com) 
Will & Bequests  - Tracy Horrell, PER Chairman (tracywayh@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities - Jackie Jacobs, (Jackie.jacobs1086@gmail.com) 

it’s easy as one, two, three! 
1.  You can go to the tampa elks 708 

website and scroll down to “renew your 
lodge membership dues with paypals”. 

2. stop by the lodge and pay your bartender while you enjoy a libation. 
3.  Call or stop by the lodge office and Rick will take care of it for you. 
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 Welcome Our Newest Elk Members 

August Elk Recognitions 

ELK OF THE MONTH…JASON BROWN & CRYSTAL JOHNSON 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...DEE CISNEROS, PER 

Elk of the Month for August is two members…Jason Brown and Crystal 
Johnson. This duo has restarted our karaoke nights with the Birthday 
Bash and trivia night. The events are growing into popular nights with a 
lot of fun, and camaraderie . The karaoke evening often involves a group
-sing or two as well as several solos. Trivia Night is monthly. Come join 
us in salute to Jason and Crystal and enjoy the camaraderie of Karaoke 
as well as trivia night. 

This month’s Officer of the Month is Dee Cisneros.  He tends bar, 
cooks and also does the bar ordering and originated and emcees Bar 
Bingo on Monday nights. Come to Tampa Lodge and the chances are 
you will find Dee behind the bar “slinging drinks.” Say thanks to him 
for his major efforts this and other months. 

Sandra Fleishman 
Sponsored by: 

Rick Schneider, PER 

Enjoying your Lodge 
Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier! 

James Birmingham 
Sponsored by: 

Rick Schneider, PER 
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Grant Reports 

8/10 - Tracy Horrell.PLP,PER      8/1—Dave Partlow 

The Elk’s Benevolent and  Charitable Trust – The Elk’s National 
Foundation, wants to send us $2000 to help Shine a Spotlight on a 
need in our community. There are a lot of choices, and they all have 
parameters, but I think this year we should throw a community baby 
shower with a literacy element. I am looking for somebody who can  
find as a partner a local  social program that helps newborns; one that  will share some contacts or 
send us some referrals. We would then  throw a shower to help the new parent(s) out  with basic 
supplies and books.  
Early fall would be an ideal time to hold this community baby shower, so getting partners and ideas 
together now would give us the ability to apply for the grant and make our plans. I will assist the 
project manager by explaining the rules and writing the grant,  All Elks will be invited to contribute 
to the infant basics and books collection. Can you step up to chair the committee to throw this party?  If this 
appeals to you, text me at 813-431-3020 and let’s arrange to have a  drink and a chat. Some baby love 
could be in your future! 
Rita Smith. PER 

Oh lord, it’s the dog days of summer! The 

Ladies are still going strong. This month we 

are kicking off a BIG fundraiser.  We have partnered with 

Woodie’s Wash Shack to raise money for Childrens Therapy 

Services. Our fundraiser will run from August 1st to August 31st. We are selling the $30 

Pipeline car wash and 40% will go to CTS. How do you buy a car wash from the LOE? It’s 

easy, see the flyer in this Elksize and follow the QR Code for directions. You can keep it for 

yourself or give it as a gift. We will present CTS with the funds we raise at our September 

FLOE Convention.  

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 

President, Ladies of the Elks 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 

Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 

April Holtzman - Secretary 

Laura Jones - Treasurer 

Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 

Tracy Horrell, PER, PLP - Parliamentarian 
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Past Events and Festivities 

Thank you to everyone who came out to support the Ladies’ low country boil. Getting together with 

old and new friends while supporting the Ladies and Childrens Therapy Services is always a great time.  
Our successful event would not have been possible without the help of our LOE members and Elk 
members. Thank you to Shelagh and Daniel, they made sure every guest received service with a smile. 
Tommy and Joe kept the kitchen going smoothly. Sue Moore, selling 50/50 for Childrens Therapy 
Services.  
I’d like to give a shout out to new friends, from the St Pete 
lodge, Michelle and Jauncy. They saw our flyer for the Low 
Country Boil and decided to check us out. It was so nice 
meeting them, their spouses, and friends.  I hope to see you 
again soon.  
Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks 

2023 LOE  
LOW COUNTRY BOIL 

Grant Reports 
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Past Events and Festivities 

On Saturday, July 22nd, the Youth Activities Committee filled the Elks 
Lodge with families from the Tampa Bay area for the Annual Back to 
School Party.  We hosted 55 students, ages VPK through High School 
along with their parents/guardians and non-school aged siblings for the 
afternoon from 12PM – 4PM.  We had several pirate themed back to 
school activities that ranged from pirate trivia, making their own pirate 
grub (ice cream in a bag), to crafting their own pirate, plus more.  We 
even raffled off brand new backpacks stuffed with goodies for their 
school year, some delicious treats and even a gift card to Chick-fil-a to 
three lucky students that completed their journey on their Pirate 
Passport. After all the fun activities, we provided pizza, snacks and 
drinks while hearing from our guest speaker.  Our Fraternal brother and 
member of Tampa Lodge, Roshaun Gendrett, Dean of Students at SLAM 
Tampa, gifted us with a wonderful speech and interacted with the kids 
to get them excited about the upcoming school year.  Following 
Roshaun, a couple of students shared stories about their recent 
adventures at the Florida Elks Youth Camp and Patty Volpe shared with 
the families about the sponsorships available through the lodge for the 
camp.  We had about 15 elks volunteering throughout the event along 
with a few outside helpers. 
  
In preparation for this event, the committee hosted a quarter auction to 
help raise money to buy supplies.  The committee also collected school 
supplies at the lodge and from a few outside organizations: Brown & 
Brown Insurance of Tampa and Founders Professional Insurance. There 
were some cash donations from Elks members as well. The committee is 
thankful for the abundance of support from the member or membership 
and the community.  
  
At the end of the party, each student took home a bag full of grade 
appropriate school supplies and any prizes they had won participating in 
the pirate activities.  All the families had a great time and were extremely 
thankful for everything.  
 
Jackie Jacobs 
Youth Activities Chair 
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Past Events and Festivities 

 

This year’s Grand Lodge featured more than 5,500 
Elks from across the United States. The Florida 
delegation, which included Wendy Hall, Tampa Lodge 
Exalted Ruler, was housed in the Hilton Minneapolis 
located downtown and in reasonable walking distance 
of the Convention Center. 

In the 5 days of Convention several major sessions 
were held, as well as special sessions giving 
information for Lodge officers and volunteers. Each 

morning the WCD members gathered at the hotel lobby and either walked or took the 
shuttle bus to the Convention Center. Popular stands inside the front doors of the center 
were selling coffee and pastries. If you haven’t been to a Grand Lodge session picture a 
room with 5,500 plus Elks, excited and enthused about being an Elk. The positive vibes 
were in the air, with friendly Elks often chanting the new phrase from this convention, 
“WE ARE THE…..ELKS!” 

Some groups, including the WCD, had evening dinners at other locations where food 
and drink were enjoyed. The WCD camaraderie was enjoyed on Saturday evening with 
DD-Elect Sonja Lopez, VP Rhonda Smith, PSP Frank Palladini, along with the ERs 
WCD. Each night, after the sessions and open dinners many of the delegates joined us at 
the Florida Hospitality Room for libations and entertainment. 

Following several days of official meetings and sessions, the Florida Delegation closed 
out their part of the Grand Lodge with the annual Florida Dinner. Food and 
entertainment were superb. Also in attendance 
were GER-elect Randy Shook, Florida President 
Joe Cooper and VPAL Russ Smith. 

Wednesday Morning, before Grand Lodge closing 
WCD DDGER Sonja Lopez was installed to serve 
for the coming year. It was my privilege as ER of 
Tampa Lodge #708 to represent our Lodge at 
Grand Lodge convention in Minneapolis. It was an 
exciting and wonderful experience. 
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    Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Join Jason & Crystal 
The 2nd Tuesday of the 

Month at 7pm 
for a rousing game of 

August 8th 
Prizes to winners 

No cell phone  
Look-ups allowed! 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

 

 

Platinum Investors 
$100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 
 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 
 

2023 VP VISITATION DATES AND TIMES 
 

All are scheduled for 3pm Meet and Greet, 
 4pm Meeting with Dinner to follow 

 

Sunday, Aug. 13th ........... Dunedin/Clearwater and Tampa 
                                   at Tampa 
Saturday,  Sept. 9th......... St. Pete & Holiday Isles at Holiday Isles 

Upcoming Events and Projects 

 
Here’s a fun new idea...each day a 2 digit number will be 

posted at the Lodge.  If the last 2 numbers of your 
membership card matches these numbers you win a drink of 

your choice.  Stop by and try your LUCK! 
Must show your card to win. 



   

• 1st - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
• 2nd - LOE General Meeting - 7:00 - Dinner 6:15 
• 8th - BOD Meeting - 6:30 
• 9th - Membership Meeting - 6:00 
• 9th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
• 14th - Veteran’s Meeting - 6:30 
• 15th - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
• 23rd - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
• 29th - 19th New Member Orientation/Installation 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

  

Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 

 

                                   

• I’d like to thank everyone that stepped up to take care of our Lodge during the time Paul 
and I were indisposed.  I’m sure I’ll miss someone so let me apologize in advance. 

Laura Jones, Chris Miles, PER, Tracy Horrell, PER, Dee Ciseros, PER, Jacquie LoCicero, LP, 
PLP, Georgia Hilficker, Rick Schnieder, PER, Rita Smith, PER, Courtney Weil, PER 

• Shelagh Gombarcik for continuing to be of assistance in almost all Lodge events. 
• Jackie Jacobs for taking on the Back To School Party, Patty Volpe for helping her and all the 

volunteers that made the event special. 
• Patty and Mike Volpe for putting together the Quarter Auction to support the all our Youth 

Activities including the Back to School Party. 
• Jacquie LoCicero, PL, PLP for organizing the Lodge cleanup day, Tommy and Sue Moore 

with their grandson Alex and Laura Jones for helping.   

  
Kitchen: Our kitchen is on a roll. Every Friday it is seeing more guests/members come 
in to enjoy a meal, have a cocktail and enjoy the company of friends. I believe we may 
even be getting a regular crowd. Jose Ramon and his Family are regulars at our Friday 
Dinners, as are Yvonne Perdomo and her friends. We often see Richard Florence hav-
ing dinner. Thank you to all who are coming to support the kitchen, if we haven’t said 
it, we are grateful for your support. 
 

Bar Food: The kitchen is offering bar food. Hungry and the kitchen is not open, or you 
just want  something to munch on when we are open. No problem, we got you! Your 
bartender has an array of offerings, from pizza to egg rolls. Check it out next time you 
are sitting at the bar drinking your fave cocktail or having a Fireball shot. 
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August 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   6:30pm 

’

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHOLICS 

REHEARSAL 

    AUGUST 
       Birthday Party 

Karaoke, Potluck Dinner, 
and Cake 

Bring a Covered Dish 
7pm 

 

VP VISIT 
Dunedin, 

Clearwater & 
Tampa at 

Tampa  
See Pg 9 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS 

REHEARSAL 

Georgia’s 
Sunday Dinner 
At the Lodge 

Serving 5:30 to 6:30pm 
See pg 8 

SLOW COOKED 
HERBED 

PORK ROAST 

HALL RENTAL 
Kerfeld of Sir 
Frances Drake 

Quarter 
Auction 

At 7pm 
with Jason & Crystal  



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 


