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LODGE OFFICERS:
EXALTED RULER - Chris Miles

LEADING KNIGHT - Bob Orcu� 
LOYAL KNIGHT - Taylor X. Taylor

LECTURING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER

TREASURER - Laura Jones
ESQUIRE - George Hilficker

INNER GUARD - Shannon Wheatley
TILER— Nikki Murphy

CHAPLAIN - Be�y Orcu�
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore

4 YEAR TRUSTEE—Courtney Weil, PER
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER

2 YEAR TRUSTEE—Theresa Ma�hews, DDGER
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Suhrheinrich 

DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER 
LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER 
THERESA L. MATTHEWS - PDDGER, WCD 

HOUSE COMMITTEE:
CHAIR—Shelagh Gombarcik

Members:  Wendy Hall, Candy Venable,
Courtney Weil, Sue Moore,

Shannon Wheatley, Jim Dreby

LODGE COMMITTEES:
Hall Ac�vi�es—Jacquie LoCicero

Audi�ng Commi�ee—Chair, Melissa Bertoch,
Bonnie Atwood

Elks Na�onal Founda�on—Shelagh Gombarcik
Harry Anna Trust Fund—Taylor Taylor

Entertainment—Linda Reid
Veteran Services—Pa�y Jankiewicz

Elksize Editor—Paul DeLand

Be�y Orcu�, Officer of The Month

Shelbie Mar�nez, 

Elk of The Month

Shelbie has only been a member a short 
time and despite operating her own flo-
ral design business (Stunning Flowers 
by Shelbie) has taken up volunteer bar-
tending on multiple Saturdays and Sun-
days in August which has helped to 
drastically cut down on overhead in the 
Bar, translating to our bottom line. Not 
just a pretty face, Shelbie has engaged 
with members, and has no problems 
serving a cold drink just like our profes-
sional staff! Thank you Shelbie for all 
your help.

Betty is our Chaplain and in addition to 
being Chaplain for the LOE, she also 
manages our kitchen with her husband 
Bob, (our Leading Knight, and last 
mo0nths OOTM), and also last months 
Officer of the Month. Despite have 
shoulder surgery and her arm still in a 
sling, Betty has been working to keep 
the kitchen organized and clean, and 
importantly Profitable! While still try-
ing to dial things in Betty is clearly a 
woman on a mission. So a big Thank 
You to Betty! 
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HI EVERYONE, THIS IS JUST A LITTLE NOTE FROM THE KITCHEN TO UPDATE YOU ON HOW THINGS ARE GOING. 
THE KITCHEN CREWS ARE WORKING VERY HARD TO SERVE SOME DELICIOUS MEALS AND WE HOPE ALL OF YOU 
ARE HAPPY WITH THEM. 

I WANT TO THANK JESSICA FOR TAKING ON PANINI MONDAYS. EVERYONE SEEMS TO LOVE THOSE SANDWICH-
ES!

THANK YOU DELANA FOR OUR TUESDAY MOVIE NIGHT AND FOR MAKING A SMALL MEAL TO GO WITH THAT.

THURSDAYS ARE SHELAGH OR TAYLOR X. THEY ARE PUTTING TOGETHER SOME GREAT BASKETS. SHELAGH’S IM-
AGINATION HAS GONE WILD! ASK HER ABOUT HER “KETO” IDEAS! LESS FRIED OPTIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

WE LOVE AND APPRECIATE YOU LETTING US KNOW WHAT YOU WANT!

BOTH SHELAGH AND TAYLOR ARE ON VACATION FOR SEPTEMBER SO PLEASE LET BETTY KNOW IF YOU CAN HELP 
BY FILLING IN ONE OFTHEIR NIGHTS.

THANKS GOES OUT TO RITA AND DOUG FOR THEIR FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIALS. EVERYONE LOVES THOSE STEAKS 
AND COUNTRY FRIED STEAKS TOO!

BB&T, AKA BETTY, BOB AND TOMMY, ARE COMMITTED TO CONTINUE WITH OUR FRIDAY SPECIALS SO PLEASE 
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR MARTY’S E-MAIL BLASTS TO REMIND YOU OF WHATS GOING ON EACH WEEK.

WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT SHANNON HAS AGREED TO COOK FOR US. SHE’LL BE DOING A SPECIAL 
ITALIAN NIGHT.

FOOTBALL SEASON IS STARTING WHICH WILL BE SHOWN ON THE BIG SCREEN AND THAT MEANS WING BAS-
KETS!  COME TRY OUR WINGS!

THE BIGGEST THING WE NEED IS YOU!!!

OUR SALES ARE NOT GOOD. WE NEED OUR MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS TO COME AND HELP MAKE OUR 
LODGE A SUCCESS.

HOPE TO SEE Y’ALL SOON,     Be�y Orcu�

KITCHEN MANAGER
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Gree�ngs Members….the dog days of summer are almost behind us and it has been a hot one;  
but we have been staying cool here at the lodge with AMAZING fresh fruit  frozen cocktails and 
thanks to Jerry and Jenna Lyn Klovis who have donated an abundance of delicious South Tampa 
Mangos to make these wonderful refreshing offerings; in fact we Jesse has made so many drinks 
that we had to purchase a new blender to keep up..speaking of which our dra� keg beer/cooler 
gave up its last beer and we had to purchase a new cooler to the tune of $2900.00…it would not 
have been cost effec�ve to repair the cooler due to its age.  We have had some generous dona-
�ons from members to help pay for this and if you would like to donate, we would appreciate the 
help.  We have a new dra� offering for your drinking pleasure its from Golden Monkey Brewery 
and it’s a Mango Wheat ale…an awesome beer;  so please stop by and ask the bartender for a free 
sample to taste.  Our goal as your hard working house commi�ee is to provide you with an excel-
lent choice of Beers…Varietal Wines and the Best Liquors; we are aiming for a beverage program to 
sa�sfy all the tastes along with a clean..cool and comfortable social quarters for you to share with 
members and family.  Please like us on FaceBook and hopefully you receive Marty’s email blast, so 
you can be informed of what is going on at your lodge.  
Shelagh Gombarcik, House Chair.

GRATITUDE IS SUCH A POWERFUL THING. WHEN WE EXPRESS THANKS TO OTHERS IT MAKES THEM FEEL SPE-
CIAL, AND WE FEEL BLESSED. 

WHEN WE EXPRESS THANKS TO GOD, IT HELPS US TO FOCUS ON THE GOOD THINGS WE HAVE IN OUR LIVES, 
NOT THE BAD THINGS.

GRATITUDE LIFTS US UP AND GIVES US GREAT JOY.

WHAT MORE COULD WE WANT? WHAT MORE DO WE NEED?

BE GLAD IN YOUR HEARTS. NEVER GIVE UP PRAYING. AND BE THANKFUL TO YOU, NO MATTER WHAT IS HAP-
PENING IN YOUR LIVES.

SO THANK YOU, LORD, FOR ALWAYS WANTING THE BEST IN ME.

WE ARE ALL GOD’S SERVENTS. WE LIVE EVERYDAY TO SERVE GOD AND GIVE THANKS TO HIM.  REVEL IN PRAIS-
ING GOD’S NAME. 

WE AS ELKS ARE ALWAYS GRATEFUL TO GOD FOR WHAT WE HAVE AND WHO WE ARE.

IN JESUS’ SWEET NAME, WE THANK YOU.

AMEN

RESPECTFULLY, BETTY ORCUTT

TAMPA 708 CHAPLAIN 2019/2020
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Our Lodge generously donated huge amounts of school supplies to 
help teachers and indigent students at Westshore Elementary. We 
spent $700 from grant money and an extra $100 from an extra cash 
dona�on as well as provided numerous pounds of purchased school 

supplies - notebooks, pencils, folders, backpacks, paper and more. The principal and teachers at 
Westshore were overflowing with gra�tude and apprecia�on. They were so grateful to our Lodge 
for our support

If you are submitting articles/flyers to Elksize here are few guidelines that will help 
make your item more readable….especially for those who have less-than-perfect eyes!

1. Keep your info/story clear and brief….crowding and trying to include too much info 
results in a message so small many cannot easily read it.

2. If you include artwork or pictures make them fairly light as intense pictures, or 
those dark result in almost unrecognizable items...remember many read this in 
black and white, not the color newsletter you see online.

3. Remember the old adage: KISS….Keep It Simple (Smiley). Complicated flyers or 
articles will lose most readers.

If you want help with a flyer or article, I am available…...email me:

Paul DeLand, Editor  at tapelksize@gmail.com 
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2
September 29th
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September 14th

We hosted 18 teens and 7 adults on August 
10th for an amazing day of service and fun. 
Despite being rained on, the teens picked up 
trash at BT Washington school and the sur-
rounding area in Ybor. We then fed 40+ 
homeless people, providing clean clothes 
and supplies as well. The teens then went to 
GameTime and had fun playing games and 
socializing. It was well deserved a�er hours 

of hard work. The event was a fun �me for everyone and provided an opportunity for lo-
cal teens to give back to the community.
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DRUG AWARENESS

Hello everyone. Hope all is well and everyone is happy to be back to School. In the months to come we will be 
doing a lot of things with the drug awareness program. We have two Schools that we will helping out this School 
year. West Shore Elementary and Lanier Elementary.. Hoping that we can get Elroy the Elk out to visit the schools 
and to help Lanier with there fall fes�val and to help West Shore also. We will also be doing our Red Ribbon Week 
and hopefully the coloring books for the kids.

Tommy Moore

Chairman

Your Elksize Editor Sez:  I have been asked by our Exalted Ruler to insure delivery of 
the Elksize in time for the 1st of each month! That means I must stick to a HARD 
AND FAST monthly deadline for articles of the 15th of the month. Please help me 

keep this time by submitting your articles thru the Elksize email. 

tpaelksize@gmail.com
I do not want our members to miss any Elks News! Thanks!

Paul DeLand, Editor

365 Club

Calling all Banks! In September we make our annual dona�on to the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy services through 
the Ladies of the Elks. Even if it is not totally full, please bring your banks and dona�ons in early this month. We are 
hoping for an all �me high in dona�ons. If you have been considering a dona�on – There is no �me like the present.

Do you know a child in need of therapy services? The applica�on is available on the Florida Elks website at FLELKS.org. 
The criteria to qualify is simple:

The pa�ent must be a resident of Florida and under 18 years old. The pa�ent must have a condi�on requiring physical 
or occupa�onal therapy and have rehabilita�ve poten�al. The pa�ent must have financial need for free services. (Like 
no insurance or exhausted the therapy benefit.) 

In July I was the only one who turned in a full bank, but in August Susie Harlow turned in five houses donated from 
James Harlow, and Donna Halsey donated the equivalent of 11 houses! Addi�onally, there were nice dona�ons from 
the lodge social quarters, including several ones and a five dollar bill stuck in a house. If you put your name on those 
bills, then I will give you credit for your dona�on!

Rita Smith, PLP
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On-Going Calendar

Lodge Business and Programs

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks 
Lodge #708, ensuring that our Lodge will be 
around for another 100 years. We will 
accomplish this by rebuilding our capital through 
investments made by Lodge Partners who are 
determined to secure Tampa Elks Lodge #708 
future. Interest earned on the investments will 
remain in the investment account. Our goal is to 
increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 
708 future.

In Memory of Tom Stanton
from Mrs. Helen M. Stanton 9/19

Osterbrock, Debbie  4/19
In memory of

Fennell, Jerrye & Patrick 7/20
Johnson, Jack  5/19

Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 7/20
Edwards, Bill  (PER/PLP) 6/19

Walbart, Mark  6/19
Appel, Jackie 7/20

Conners, Barbara 12/19
Rick & Jan Schneider 12/19
Gombarcik, Shelagh 12/19

Smith, Rita 12/19
Moore, Tommy & Sue 12/19

Quire, Kim & Marty 12/19
Snyder, Robert & Lisa 12/19

Robert Norton & Brenda Stoking 12/19
Palladini, Frank  1/20

Suhrheinrich, Bob & Candace 1/20
Florance, Richard 11/2021

Waldbrat, Mark  8/23

Platinum Investors $100+

Gold Investors $51-$99
Bordonaro, Robert  12/2019

Silver Investors $21-$50
James, Howard 3/2019

Bronze Investors $10 - $20
Bertoch, Mellissa  2/2019

Tuesday 
Night Movie

7:30 pm
With Free
Popcorn

Start off the week  socializing 
with great people and great 

drinks!

MondayGourmet Club is 
Back!! 3rd Sunday of 
every month. Watch 
for themed parties. 
Have you bought the 
cook book yet?
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3616 Gandy Blvd.
Tampa, FL   33611

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news.
Tampa Elks Lodge #708

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

TAMPA, FL
PERMIT #32

Please remember to send
any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com 

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Friends of  708
Mary Quire   Bonnie Quire   Linda Reid   Theresa Matthews   Bonnie Atwood   
Nanette Quire   Betty Orcutt   Sharon Ford   Richard Schneider
Christopher Miles   Robert Suhrheinrich   Susie Harlow   Steve Harmon

Lisa and Bob Snyder

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. Your recurring 

pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge.


