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PER  
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Courtney Weil, PER  (solidfuture@ymail.com) 

(813) 484-0123 
 

Hall Event Chairman:  
 Jacquie LoCicero 

tampa708rentals@yahoo.com 
 

Lodge email: 
lodge708secretary@outlook.com 

 
Elksize Editor: 
Dee Cisneros 

Tpaelksize@gmail.com 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thurs 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Fri 4:00pm - 12:00am  
Sat 4:00pm - 11:00pm 
Sun 12:30pm - 9:00pm 

And here we are, September. Yes, the long hot summer 

days are gone. Children go back to school and now we have 

NFL Football and the hurricane season to look forward to.  I 

was reflecting back on a few things, and one was a message 

from our FSEA Secretary, Carl Seibert.  “Membership in the 

Florida Elks peaked in 1990 at 93,213 members. 29 years 

later our membership has fallen almost 40% and stands at 

55,285. In 1990 we had 127 lodges today we have 95. Since 

1990 we have lost 47 lodges. These statistics are reflected 

in the Elks nationally and in fraternal/service organizations 

the country over. In the many years I have studied 

membership and the lodge dynamic, including even the 

human factor. At best and doing the same old, same old, in 

10 years our membership will be down to 45,000 in 76 

lodges. Today we are at 55,000 in 95 lodges. Many believe 

we would be better off shedding those 10,000 members! 

But shedding dues paying members is not good for the 

bottom line and will just cause the lodge to have to raise 

even more money to support the ever-burgeoning fixed 

costs of maintaining the building and subsidizing prices at 

the bar. We all know the same 20-25 people do all the work 

in the lodge anyway so to think we don’t have just dues 

paying members today is preposterous. We must allow 

members to be members first then put them to work. 

Teach them our ways and tit will stop all the bickering and 

mistrust. Our current model of putting them to work on 

DAY ONE causes them to quit. By throwing them to the 

wolves they become frustrated and they soon see that’s all 

we wanted! “This and Convention, makes me want to work 

harder to keep our doors open, and make Tampa 708 a 

premiere lodge.   

In Fraternal Brotherhood, Exalted Ruler, Dee Cisneros  
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Your 2017-18 Committee Chairs 

Elksize change of address… 

Members and chairpersons, please send your in-

formation, whether it be an articles, pictures or 

advertisements for the monthly bulletin to: 

Tpaelksize@gmail.com 



  

ELK OF THE MONTH:  

 

September Elks Recognition 

Officer of the Month:   

Chris Miles is the mystic up on the mountain. His involvement and 

knowledge at the lodge extends to more than just running the TV 

projector. He works and offers his assistance in to the betterment 

of the lodge and most members do not know it is him who we 

have to thank. Chris has made many improvements at the lodge, 

both major and minor, and often uses not only his hands and his 

head, but his own wallet as well.  

Volun”Elk” oF THE  MONTH: 

 

Her Dad, Ken Yerby, was an Elk, though not at the time 
of his death. She spent some of her youth hanging out 
with Elks such as Shelagh Gombarcik and the Quires. 
She volunteered as server when she was between jobs, 
but continues because she like the re- connections she 
has made. But she lives in East Tampa and doesn't al-
ways have transportation. 
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Patty is a very busy lady.  She has a full time job, is a full time 
student at the University of Florida, has two adult children who 
have not quite left the nest, is a twice monthly regular at Open 
Arms and on top of all that, she is a newlywed. Due to all  those 
commitments, she declined the position of Youth Activities Chair 
this year. However, when the Back to School Party was looming 
and there was nobody taking the lead, she gallantly stepped up 
and made sure it was a success. Thank you Patty, from all of us 
and the 104 children who attended.   

 

September Birthdays from Carolyn Breit: 

Tony Marino 9/4 and Laura Jones 9/11  
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Chaplain’s 

Corner 

Good day from the Chaplain's Corner. Together we celebrate our faith 
and fill our spirits with hope. As always, it is my privilege to pray for you or 

with you. Please send prayer requests, favorite scripture passages, be-
loved prayers, or reasons/needs for lifting up our brothers and sisters to 

the Lodge Secretary at   
lodge708secretary@outlook.com 

Happy days to all from the Chaplains Corner. This is my first article as your Lodge Chaplain and I want you to know that I 
take my position very serious. 
Please know that I am here for each and all of you and that I will always hold your prayers in the strictest of confidence. 
If you do have a prayer request for yourself or someone special please send them to me directly at 
bettynot51@aol.com or through the Lodge Secretary. 
Let us start every day right with a prayer. Let's pray for those less fortunate than us, for those in the military and our 
Veterans. Let's pray for our Lodge that we may come together as friends. 
Keep us from careless words and actions, always serving our Lodge with great respect and and dignity. 
In Your name we pray, Amen                                                                                                                   Fraternally, Betty Orcutt  

Have something to say? A 

concern about the lodge? 

Or just want to be in the 

know? Come to a General 

meeting. Meetings are held 

every 2nd and 4th Wednes-

day at 7:30pm. 

5th—LOE Meeting 6:30pm 
11th—BOD Meeting 7:15pm 
12th - ELKS Gen. Mtg 7:30pm 
17th - 2021 Convention Mtg 7:00pm 
18th – VA Committee Mtg 6:30pm 
26th – ELKS Gen. Mtg 7:30pm 

Committee  Communications  

Drug Awareness:  
Hope everyone is settled in for the new School year. It was a very good back to School party last 
month. Plenty to do and plenty to eat. Elroy the Elk was present for the party. Thanks Elroy for your 
help with our Lodge program and our hats off to Patty Volpe and her crew for putting this party on for 
the Lodges Youth Activities. Remember what Elroy says: Be a Hero, Just Say No To Drugs.  
Fraternally, Tommy Moore, Chairman  

Want to thank everyone for donating to the ENF/HATF. It is a great thing to give 
what you can. It comes back to us thru the Grants that we get for Vets, our events 
we put on for our children , plus helping out in our Community and much much 
more. As the saying goes: Elks Care and Elks Share.  Please give what you can to a 
great cause.  
Fraternally, Tommy Moore, ENF/HATF Chairman 

Hi 365’ers, 
It’s been a slow month, but a great year! We met our highest ever goal of raising 
$2500.00 for Florida Elks Therapy Services. Please remember our little houses. This very 
important charity is one of Tampa Lodge’s longest standing. Our donors this month are 

Donna Halsey, Carolyn Breit, and once again, the anonymous donor. Robert Bordonaro is our banker 
and his help is in valuable. Please think: 365! Love ya all,  Berni Turpin 
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Reflecting back to Grand Lodge Convention 2018 

This year was an exciting year for Elkdom. Grand Lodge Convention, held in San Antonio, brought  

new beginnings and new experiences.  We saw the introduction and the installation of our newest 

leaders and the Grand Exalted Ruler.  But most importantly, we saw what it means to be  an ELK 

and the great things we do as Elk members. As we all know, stepping out to help our community, 

children and veterans are  understandably, the back bone of our organization, it s the bonds that 

bind us to carry out our obligations. Meeting others with like minds and like goals, to advance the 

organization and promote our cause is an overwhelming feeling. The presentations make you feel 

important, as YOU are. However, you also truly get a strong sense of being an AMERICAN, and that 

pride of being an American shows and flows through the body. No matter the differences we all 

have, this was a great “Come Together” moment to understand that we are all ONE. One in this 

organization. One in our plight to grow. One in our drive to exist into the future.  
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Reflecting back to WCD VP Visit 

This year, we had the pleasure of entertaining our WCD VP Tony 

Fratello with a specialized visit and theme. That theme being 

Greek Gods and Goddesses...keeping with the Tarpon Springs 

culture. We had a blast, from beginning to end. A belly dancer, 

Togas, Tony feeding grapes, jokes, wine from Tony as gift prizes 

and a fabulous meal. This is what Tampa #708 is about, showing 

our fellow Elks a good time so they remember us and come visit 

again. Thanks to everyone who helped. It was a GREAT NIGHT! 
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Dear Friends of 708, 

  
The Tampa Lodge Officers and Board of Directors wish to thank you all for your continued support of 
YOUR local Lodge, Tampa #708. There are many ways to help support your Lodge, Veterans, Children, the 
Community and other local charities; renewing your membership is just the beginning!! 
  
We now have a program to help you help us help others! As times change, prices increase, and member-
ship in fraternal organizations wanes, it becomes harder and harder to maintain an organization focused 
on giving so much to others. To maintain a building where members can meet with others to have fun, 
conduct a meeting, or organize an event focused on supporting our Local, State, and National charities, 
donations are needed ever increasingly. 
  
Our new "Friends of 708" is a Lodge based program, where members can make donations either one time 
or sign up for recurring donations with a credit card. This donation will be used for Lodge preservation, to 
help pay for daily and or special needs of the Lodge, e.g. replacing equipment, painting the building, re-
pairing the parking lot, basic curb appeal and maintenance of our Lodge to remain relevant and accessible 
to our members! 
  
The donation can be made online or can be mailed to the Lodge Secretary's office. The credit card setup is 
done through a PayPal® account (see below for details). Note that donations to this fund are not tax de-
ductible.  
  
We are encouraging all members to sign up for the "11th Hour Pledge". This pledge is a recurring pledge 
of $11 per month. You can put your name on this pledge or you can put "In Memory Of" since the 11 O' 
Clock Toast is to honor our absent members! You can even make it anonymous, if you want. 
  
You can access the link below or the “Friends of 708” link on our website, TampaElks.com. We will also 
have a Friends of 708 donor wall, where you will see "bricks" with all donors posted. As part of our inaugu-
ral launch of this program, we are honoring the first 50 members who sign up for the "11th Hour Pledge" 
recurring donation as "Founders", who will be honored with special events and/or recognition.  

Please check out the link below or on the website and become a "Founder" today!!! 
  
Sincerely & Fraternally,  
Your Board of Directors, Tampa #708 
  

Friends of 708 – 11th Hour Pledge 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tampaelks.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4154080b68e04e2be59708d6019c2436%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636698167463577130&sdata=DGls%2FnU3TImFMCoE6STZ6o1%2FpSybnDypdPgqIttAUno%3D&r
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tampaelks.com%2FDonorIntro.htm&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4154080b68e04e2be59708d6019c2436%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636698167463577130&sdata=HWaRYdVhbUdNBF2gR1ixbnnUpTqRVQWMJYrEGu
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Promise Grant Back to School Party Government Relations Report 

On August 5th Patty Volpe chaired another very successful Back to School Party here at Tampa 

Lodge # 708. 

There were three planning meetings, a bag stuffing evening, extensive shopping and several hours of 

set up and tear down time in addition to the 2-hour party. Then there were some returns made…. 

We received gifts from the community – notably Publix and Happy’s Home furnishings to be used as 

door prizes for parents. 

Our Elk family was also very generous. Cash and supplies of $732.25 were donated by Susie Harlow, 

Sue Moore, Shelagh Gombarcik, Jennie Sommers, Candi & Bob Suhrheinrich, George & Georgia 

Hilficker, Bonnie Atwood, Mike Volpe, Patty Jankiewicz. Chris Miles, Melissa Evener, Carolyn 

Breit, Bonnie Quire, Betty & Bob Orcutt, Donna Halsey, Carolyn Miller, Donna Cuesta and Rita 

Smith, Becky & Bryan Sullins and the LOE. $996.50 of Promise Grant funds were also utilized. It is a 

$2500 grant – with a stipulation that excess funds after the 2 main parties will be utilized to do some-

thing for the older kids. 

104 children attended the party and left with a full bag of supplies and a full belly, too. The kids were 

fed all you can eat hot dogs, macaroni and cheese and pudding at lunch, then were given an ice cream 

treat before they left. The 87 family members that accompanied the kids were also well fed. At one 

point during the party the adults were ushered into the “no kid zone” dining room to sign up for door 

prizes and get on our registry. They were also invited to consider joining the Elks. 

14 Elks and 1 helper helped Patty Volpe stuff bags on Saturday Night. Patty Jankiewicz, Linda Reid, 

Bonnie Quire, Jody and John Boelhower, Susie Harlow, Rita Smith, Sue & Tommy Moore, Shelagh 

Gombarcik, Candy Venable, Bill Helsel, and Elma Kelly made fast work of that tedious job. 

On Party Day, we had Elks Patty Volpe, Rita Smith, Glynnis Butler, Bonnie Quire, Devoney Bedami, 

Bonnie Atwood, Patty Jankiewicz, Jennie Sommer, Betty Orcutt, Rebecca Sullins, Jodi Ryan, Shelagh 

Gombarcik, Rufus Hawkins, Candi Suhrheinrich and Bob Suhrhienrich, Tom Mortka & Debbie Far-

ris. Tommy & Sue Moore working the party. They were joined by adult helpers Christen Grant, Jere-

my Elkins, Elma Kelly, Doug Grant, Melissa and Chris Evener, Mike Volpe, Cliff Somers, Clyde 

Evert, Bryan Sullins, and Angelica Hawkins and we had youth workers, Elise Evener, Haleigh Even-

er, Blake Hurst and the Ryan boys. We needed every one of them, too. 

Special thanks to the teams that completely sponsored an activity, these people take a lot of the work-

load off the Chairperson and help make the party a huge success. The LOE with their Treasure Chest 

of after school snacks; Melissa and Chris Eveners, with their flight into Gotham City Game; Becky 

and Bryan Sullins with their Sticky Fingers Spider Game; and Jodi and Tim Ryan, with their Super 

Hero corn hole game. In total, there were 8 activity stations for the kids to enjoy, including a visit 

with Elroy. 

# served: 191 (104 kids) Elks: 24 Helpers: 16 Money Spent $1728.75 

Total Elk Hours: 105.5 Total Helper Hours 50 Total Elk Mileage 308 Total Helper Mileage 224 
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Great fun was had by all. 

Thank you for all of you who 

helped put this annual event 

together, making it another 

success. 
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Hello, Tampa 708 Elks! 

We are excited to have a summer where our numbers are better than the year be-

fore!  

We hope some of this is due to activities the House Committee has offered.  We 

scheduled some Rock & Roll bands on Saturdays and had a couple of wine tast-

ings. A HUGE thank you must go out to Linda Reid as well. She has worked hard 

to mix up our Friday night entertainment, as well as start a food truck night!!! 

 We are working with our community partners, MGM Friends (another Quarter 

Auction); South Tampa Chamber (Happy Hours); and the Improvaholics (just a fun 

time for all who attend).   We have a Beer Tasting coming up in October!!!  

Our Goal is to create a fun environment for our members and guests that will 

keep them coming back and encourage growth in membership. 

  

DO YOU LIKE THESE EVENTS? 

Do they encourage you to Invite a friend??...What would you like 

to see more of? 

Help us with your feedback and ideas...find the Elk on Duty and 

sit down with them for a few minutes sharing your thoughts. 

TOGETHER we make a WINNING TEAM! 

Courtney Weil, House Committee Chairman 
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 Special and Upcoming Events 
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 Friday Live Music – 9/7 from 6:30 to 10 pm in the Lounge  

The Travelers  Band  Get ready to dance! From Rockabilly to Surf, from 
Romantic Ballads to Rock & Roll, Movie Themes, and Country Classics -- 
old and new -- the Tampa Bay Travelers will liven-up any occasion, bring-
ing back fond memories of "happy days" through timeless, classic hits. 
Founded in 1963 by lead guitarist Ron Story, the original Travelers rec-
orded an instrumental ballad called "Spanish Moon," which rose to #1 in 
Bakersfield, California, ahead of Jan & Dean and the Beatles. 

 

 

 

Food Truk Friday Live Music – 9/14 from 6:30 to 10:30 pm in 

the Lounge, and gourmet Food Truck in the parking lot 

starting at 5 pm. 

Double Trouble is a high energy couple, who play all of your favorites 

from Oldies, Rock n Roll, Blues, Country, and everything in between.  

Mark may even bring out his big upright Bass, fondly called Chubby, and 

will entertain us with some slapping good sounds. 

 

 

 

 

Friday Live Music – 9/21 from 6:30 to 10 pm in the Lounge  

The Piano Man will entertain you with a diversified playlist from the Ameri-
can Songbook as well as popular artists such as the Beatles, Michael Bu-
ble, Billy Joel, Elton John and more. 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday Live Music – 9/28 from 6:30 to 10 pm in the Lounge  

Back by popular request, come enjoy the famous Silverback 

Band! This is a great 5 piece band playing your favorite 60’s 

and 70’s Classic Rock that will keep you entertained and 

dancing all night long.  

September Live Entertainment 
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On Going Calendar 

Lodge Business and Programs 

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks 
Lodge #708, ensuring that our Lodge will be 
around for another 100 years. We will 
accomplish this by rebuilding our capital through 
investments made by Lodge Partners who are 
determined to secure Tampa Elks Lodge #708 
future. Interest earned on the investments will 
remain in the investment account. Our goal is to 
increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 
708 future. 

 

 

Summers, Robert & Linda 7/18 
Drew, Toby 8/18 

In Memory of Tom Stanton 
from Mrs. Helen M. Stanton 9/18 

Atwood, Bonnie 9/18 
Deen, William 11/2018 

Smith, Rita 11/2018 
Osterbrock, Debbie  4/19 

In memory of 
Fennell, Jerrye & Patrick 5/19 

Johnson, Jack  5/19 
Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 6/19 

 
 

Edwards, Bill  (PER/PLP) 6/19 
Walbart, Mark  6/19 

Florance, Richard 11/2020 

Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 
Bordonaro, Robert  7/2018 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

James, Howard 3/2019 
Easterly, Mr. & Mrs. James 10/18 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 

Bertoch, Mellissa  2/2019 

Tuesday 
Night Movie 

7:30 pm 
With Free 
Popcorn 

Third Thursday  of Month 
$2.00 to play 

All proceeds go to offset the 
cost of the Veteran’s meals. 

Great Fun! 
 

Hosted this month by: 
Candi Surheinrich 

N I G H T  

 

Monthly 
Birthday 

party 
Every month we honor 

members  and celebrate 
thier birthday. They enjoy a 

free drink, cake, prizes, 
karaoke & more. 

Its Baaaack! 

(Only Meet-

ing nights) 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Ticket Sales til 6:45pm 

Drawing at 7pm 

Start off the week  socializing 

with great people and great 

drinks! 

Monday 
Football is back! 

Watch the NFL on the 

Big Screen Monday, 

Thursday & Sunday. 

Watch for tailgate 

specials 



 

 Calendar of activities 

       TAMPA ELKS LODGE #708  
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Sep 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

  
 

1 

2 
Frank Pal-

ladini BDay 

party 4pm  

3 
 

4 

5pm Delana's 

Eats...One 

Dish Pot Luck  

6:45pm LOE 

Board  

5 

6:30pm 

LOE Meeting 

6 
Georgia’s fa-

mous Butter 

Beans & Ham  

6-8pm 

7pm Queen of 

Hearts 

7 
6 - 10pm  

The Travelers & 

Rita’s Grilled 

Pork Chops $12 

8 
STATE PRES 

VISIT TO WCD 

 

9 

ELKS 

Day at 

the Rays 

10 
 

11 
5pm  

Delana's 

Eats...One 

Dish Pot Luck 

7:15pm BOD 

Mtg 

7:30pm Movie  

12 
9am-10:15am 

MGM Mtg 

6:30pm Wee-

nie Weds 

7:30pm Elks 

Gen Mtg 
 

13 

Bingo@ James 

Haley 6-8pm 

Carl’s Country 

Fried Steak 

 7pm Queen 

of Hearts 

 

14 

 

15 
5:30pm 

VP Home-

coming Tar-

pon Springs 

16 
7am Open Arms 

Ministry...Feed 

the Homeless 

2:00pm LOE 

Craft Day  

17 
7pm 2021 Con-

vention Meet-

ing  

18 
5pm Delana's 

Eats...One Dish 

Pot Luck. 

6:30pm VA Com-

mittee Mtg 

7:30pm Movie 

19 
6-8pm Candy’s 

famous Chicken 

and Dumplings 

20  
6-8pm Candy’s 

famous Chicken 

and Dumplings 

7pm Queen of 

Hearts 

FLOE Conventio 

21 
Domicillary Vets 

visit Steak or 

Chicken by the 

ER 

6-10pm The Pi-

ano Man 

22 

7-11pm 

Miles & Kilo-

metrs...food 

available 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
5pm 

Delana's 

Eats...One 

Dish Pot Luck 

7:30pm Movie 

26 
6:30pm Wee-

nie Weds 

7:30pm Gen 

Mtg 

27 
Bob O in the 

Kitchen7 

7pm Queen of 

Hearts 

28 
James A Haley 

Vets visit  

Shelagh’s Spe-

cialty Sandwich 

6-10pm  

Silverback 

29 
5pm Fall Fes-

tival games 

Dinner 

@6:30pm 

6:30pm-

10:30pm  

Double Trou-

ble 

Food Truk 

Friday 

 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com  

Support the Elksize 
Be an SOB - Smiling ‘Ole’ Booster 

Ted Bass - 2/2018  
Melissa Bertoch - 2/2018 

In Memory of 
Harold Siddens, Linda & Richard 3/2018 

Rosie & Roger LaChance - 4/2018 
Rosie & Roger LaChance  

In Memory of Hilda DeGiacomo - 4/2018 
Bud Cash - 4/2018 

In Memory of  
William (Bill) Atwood - 5/2018 

Bob & Candice Suhrheinrich 6/2018 
Pat & Marilyn Fennel 6/2018 

In Memory of Tom Stanton  - 9/2018 
 

 

 

Rebecca Sullins - 2/2019 
Debbie Osterbrock  - 4/2019 

Donna Halsey– 6/2019 
Jerrye & Patrick Fennell 6/2019 

Robert Bordonaro 7/2019 
Mrs. Helen Stanton,  

Bonnie Atwood - 9/2019 
Bill Deen - 6/2020 

Deborah Cassels 6/2020 
Berni Turpin, 

In Memory of Robert Connor  7/2020  
In memory of 

John F. Morris  - 3/2021 
South Tampa Chamber of Commerce 

2/2023 
Vera Wright-  

In Memory of Harold Wright 6/2023 

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS  


