
 
 
 
 

LODGE OFFICERS: 
EXALTED RULER - Dee Cisneros  
LEADING KNIGHT - Laura Jones  

LOYAL KNIGHT -  Tommy Moore 
LECTURING KNIGHT - George Hilficker 

SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER 

TREASURER - Rita Smith, PLP  
ESQUIRE -  Sharon Ford  

TILER -  Robert Bordonaro  
CHAPLAIN - Becky Sullins 

5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Courtney Weil, PER 
4 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Theresa Matthews, PER 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Suhrheinrich 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Chris Miles  
 

Volume 2018 Issue 1 – April 2018 
Official Publication of Tampa Elks Lodge #708,  

Founded 1902, Published monthly at 
3616 W Gandy Blvd, Tampa FL 33611 

Office:  813-831-4280 - Lounge: 813-839-8928 

DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER 
LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER  

VAVS  REP FOR JAMES A HALEY - Brian Brantley, PER  
 
 

House Committee Chair  
and Bar Manager  

Courtney Weil, PER  (solidfuture@ymail.com)  

(813) 484-0123 
Hall Event Chairman:  

 Laura Jones, Jacquie LoCicero 
laj6687@gmail.com    or    pjlocicero@gmail.com    

 

 
Lodge email:  

lodge708secretary@outlook.com 
 

Elksize Editor: 
 

Dee Cisneros 
CECISJD@HOTMAIL.COM  

 
 

Tampa Web Address - Tampaelks.com 
 

Club Hours:  
Mon - Thursday 4:00pm - 11:00pm  

Friday 4:00pm - 12:00am  
Saturday 4:00pm - 11:00pm 
Sunday 11:00am - 9:00pm 

 

Breaking Barriers. Building a Better Tomorrow. 

That seems like a very functional and yet, appropriate way to start a new 

year. Last year at this time, I never thought I would be in the position I 

am today (or coming up). Looking back at the past Exalted Rulers before 

me, I saw something that was just monumental, but yet so real and 

down to Earth. Then, not a day ago, I looked in the mirror and ask 

myself, “How would I stand up to such greatness.” Then it hit me…” 

Breaking Barriers. Building a Better Tomorrow”. This simple quote came 

to me because of who I am. As a minority, I have been blessed with 

much in my life and to come into an organization, which throughout the 

years has been thought of as a “Race Restricted” club, really sets a tone 

for who we are now and the changing of times in our society. Today, we 

are setting a new precedence, and just like Nancy Keesler, PER, has done, 

we are “Breaking Barriers”. 

This year, I am hoping to make it an exciting year with new possibilities, 

opportunities and growth. To start building a better tomorrow, we need 

to look at what we can do better and what we can change. We can not 

live by the same standards of “Its always been this way” or “We’ve 

always done it this way”. Well, let’s try to move forward instead of 

staying where we were and where we are. Times are changing, and with 

the 150th anniversary of the Elks, change is needed to carry on another 

150 years. So to building a better future, we really need to embrace 

change and change with our times. This is the Computer age. The age of 

Artificial Intelligence and social media. Things are faster, brighter, easier 

and more accessible. And with that, people are becoming more adapted 

to what is going on around them, so we have to keep up with these 

changes to entice new members. We have a wonderful lodge, but 

something I would like to achieve this year is more exposure. Exposure! 

Exposure! Exposure! Getting our name, our actions, our deeds within the 

community in the minds of those who don’t know who we are and what 

we do. The momentum we create this year, will generate excitement 

and extend to later years. And how we do this is getting involved, doing 

things differently, changing how we do things and breaking barriers. 

I want this next year to be an exciting and wonderful year for everyone 

and the lodge. The expectations should not be of what we can’t do, but 

what we can do to build a better tomorrow. 

 In fraternal brotherhood, 

Dee Cisneros, ER  

April is the time for New Beginnings 
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Your 2017-18 Committee Chairs 

 



  

ELK OF THE MONTH:  

 

A Warm Welcome To Our New Elks 

 Officer of the Month:   

Shelagh Gombarcik has been the ROCK which has kept the lodge going. Her 

sacrifice, determination, unselfishness, and commitment to the success of the 

lodge reflects greatly on her. Her boundless time spent volunteering for 

the majority of activities and projects at the lodge, shows that the  phrase, “Lead 

by example” is exemplified. As Exalted Ruler, Shelagh placed the lodge in a 

great place to move forward and has introduced her way of teaching new 

Officersto take on much larger roles and a have a better understanding of what 

the ELK organization is all about. Thank You, Shelagh.  

February Elk Recognition 

Volun “Elk” OF THE  MONTH: 

Blaire Whitehurst is our "VolunElk" of the month. She is incredible 
little spitfire that has so much energy in the kitchen and dining 
room.  She has worked for Courtney’s Table for quite some time 
and has unselfishly given her time and effort to making sure 
everyone has had great food and great service. She has become a 
friend to most of our regulars, and at the end of March, she 
became a Tampa Elks Lodge member. As one of our youngest 
members, she brings much enthusiasm and energy. Blaire is sure 
to be a great fit into the lodge’s future growth.  
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 This is Bill Dowling. He is  one of our newest members 

to the lodge. Please welcome him with a great ELK hos-

pitality and make him feel at home. This month, we will 

have many more new members coming into the Order, 

expanding our membership. Woo-Hoo!! 

Let’s go out and Sponsor New Members 

Bonnie Atwood has been a tremendous Elk lately. She helped the 
Exalted Ruler with the history of the Lodge for the 150 Anniversary Party. 
With her son’s help, she solved the moving problem with the Anniversary 
Grant. Her keen eye has helped the Audit Committee catch, straighten 
out and keep the books from any discrepancy. She attended the 
Gratitude Grant dinner at the Friendly Fisherman and worked the James 
A Haley Veteran's  Dinner, while keeping the committee's  notes and 
books straight. Also, she usually takes the Elksize to the Post Office's 
Bulk Mail Facility. She does a lot for the lodge but  is the quiet one in the 
corner  
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  LOE President’s Message 

Spring is in the air and a new year is on the horizon. As we begin our 
journey into our 2018/2019 year, I look forward to working with our 

board and members to keep our LOE viable and relevant to the 
lodge. Last year the LOE made many contributions to the lodge 

(assisting in the purchase of the new fridge, contributing to the State 
President’s visit, and much more) a labor of love that we will continue. 

I look forward to working with our newly elected Exalted Ruler, Dee Cisneros. His 
enthusiasm is contagious. My goal is to continue our community enrichment, increase 

our active membership, and continue to promote goodwill and community amongst our LOE membership. 

Our first LOE event with our newly elected board is the Cinco de Mayo/Kentucky Derby Day Horse Race on May 5, 
2018. Mark your calendars for this family friendly event. Look for more information as we get closer to the starting gate. 
If you have any ideas or would like to give your LOE a helping hand, you may email us at LOETampa708@yahoo.com. 

I look forward to a wonderful, fun filled and productive year with the LOE. 

Jacquie LoCicero, President, Ladies of the Elks  

Executive Board 
 

Jacquie LoCicero - President 

Suzanne Moore - Vice President 

Devoney Bedami - Secretary 

Robert Bordonaro - Treasurer 

Carolyn Breit  - Chaplain 

Bonnie Atwood - Parliamentarian 

h h 
Drug Awareness: 
Hello everyone. Well, we made it thru another year. Looking forward to the coming year. For spring 
break for this past month the Drug Awareness Program helped out with the Anniversary Grant's 
bagging of food items for Westshore Elementary' s students to enjoy during their time off. In addition to 
the food items, Our Drug Awareness Program gave each of the 390 children a coloring book, crayons, 
a book marker, and a Red Ribbon. It was a good partnership and outreach program.  Fraternally, 
Tommy Moore, Chairman  

We had a great month with the walkathon and the 365 contest. 
Our first place winner was Robert Summers and our second 
place winner was Donna Halsey. We are really on our way to our 
goal of 2500 to the Children’s Therapy Services. Please keep up 

the good work. Our recent donors are Donna Halsey, Lisa Snyder, Bonnie 
Atwood, Linda Reed, 3 boxes from Geri Huff and 3 boxes from Tony Morano. 
Special thanks go  to Jack Johnson, who donated all  the prizes for the 365 

contest.  I want to thank everyone who donated to the 365 or the walkathon. 

Lots of Love, 
Berni

We start our new fiscal year with a new slate of officers of the Lodge. We wish them the best 
and look forward to working with them to make our Lodge one of the best there is. Thank 
You to the prior years officers and the great job they did. The grants that we receive comes 
from the Grand Lodge is based on our donations to the E.N.F. We do get to put these grants 
back into our community. Give what you can as it all goes for great things. Every little bit 
helps. Like the saying goes, Elks are BPOE (Best People On Earth) You can give your 
donations to any officer or at the bar and it will be relayed to me. 
Fraternally, 
Tommy Moore, Chairman 

April Birthdays from Carolyn Breit: 

Melissa Bertoch 4/1,  Jackie LoCicero 4/6,  Careolyn Wiliams, 4/7  John Wayne 4/9 

Tina Kamerer 4/12,  Carolyn Breit 4/19,  Ricky Palmer 4/20,  Barbara Miller 4/25 
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WELCOME HOME ROGER! 
Roger is our first Veteran from the Domiciliary to be included 
in our Welcome Home project. His needs were not as great as 
some of the others- which made it pretty easy to make sure he 
has everything he needs. First out of the box was Jeanne 
Salgado, who gave up her favorite fishing pole and bought 
some tackle for Roger. She set the pole up to make it perfect 
for Ballast Point! She also had a microwave, and some other 

household goods. Next, Jodi and Tim Ryan donated a nice LED TV for Roger. He 
was pretty excited to get that, as he had been watching -and re-watching- movies on one of those 9 
inch portable players to pass the time. Donations of items like Tupperware and casserole dishes came 
in from Patty Volpe, and he got some extra dishes and flatware from donations Previous donations 
from Victoria Bihorel and Susie Harlow. Finally, on February 27th, Bonnie Atwood and I took him 
shopping. He still needed bedding, which he got, he also got some energy efficient lightbulbs, a few 
kitchen utensils, a whole lot of paper supplies, detergents, a bookcase, and a little bit of food. Since he 
was under budget, I suggested he grab a DVD player to hook up to hi large TV – he loved that idea! I 
think roger has just about everything he needs for his apartment, but he does need the opportunity to 
make a few extra bucks now and then. So, if you need some odd jobs done, Roger might be your 
man. Send me a line and I’ll hook you two up!  
 
Rita Smith 
 

It is only the beginning of April, and already the first two weeks of the camp are filled with eager 

kids. It in imperative that if you want to sponsor a child or children that you provide their parent 

with your lodge name - Tampa Elks Lodge 708 and your own membership number and have the 

parent go online at FLELKS.ORG to fill our the application. This is the ONLY way to apply this 

year.  Week 7 is always free to the children of Active duty Military or recently Deployed Veterans. 

We have a limited number of sponsorships for children who cannot pay the low $180 per week fee. 

They may contact the Lodge to inquire as to how to obtain a scholarship. If there is an opening, the 

Camp Promises they will find a way to have the child attend.   

John Wayne, PER, Youth Camp Chairman 

Good day from the Chaplain's Corner. Together we celebrate our faith and fill 

our spirits with hope. As always, it is my privilege to pray for you or with you. 

Please send prayer requests, favorite scripture passages, beloved prayers, or rea-

sons/needs for lifting up our brothers and sisters to: Chaplain, Rebecca Sullins 

at rsullins1@yahoo.com or 813.546.1562. 

Please pray with me. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of spring; Your message of hope for us reflected in the blue skies, green 

grass, and budding leaves. Springtime is our yearly reminder that the world, once dark and cold, can be resurrected and 

filled with warmth and life. Lord, we ask that you shine Your light on us, through us, and over us. Allow us to take 

advantage of these sunlit days to make a difference in this world. Let us, and all Elks, move forward this season to-

gether in grace reflecting Your peace, hope, and compassion for those in need. We ask this in the name of Je-

sus.  Amen. 

 

Chaplain’s Chuckles! 
One Easter Sunday morning as the pastor was preaching a children’s sermon, he reached into his bag of props and 

pulled out an egg. He pointed at the egg and asked the children, “What’s in here?” 

“I know, I know!” a little boy exclaimed, “pantyhose!”  

mailto:rsullins1@yahoo.com
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   Grant Reports Continued 

  Club Chivalry News 
A huge Thank You to Jodi Allison, who showed up as our Club Chivalry speaker at our 
March club day. It’s hard to believe that we will already be having our last club meeting of 
this school year on Monday, April 9th. Courtney and her family will be the speakers. Un-
fortunately, I will be out of town that day, so if you can step up and deliver the refresh-
ments at 1:00, please let me know. There are more events than just club days, though. 
The Relay for Life is on Friday – April 20th. If you haven’t purchased a luminary in ad-

vance of this event, there is still time. No grant funds can be used to give to charity, so it is up to us Elks to 
support the students that join the team. Also, a field trip to Building Tampa Bay on 1o April, and another 
Lunch and Learn in the works. These may pop up with little or no notice, as getting calendar dates has 
proved to be a challenge. Graduation Day is May 23rd this year. We do have one event during the summer
- Our Mid Summer Knight in July. If you are interested in getting on the volunteer list, please let me know. 
The grant likes to see a large number of Elk participants, so some events we have to take turns, and for 

others we need every warm body we can get. Rita Smith, Coordinator 

Our Partner for the Gratitude grant was the Black Dagger Military Hunt Club. They are a 501C or-
ganization that has a 100 percent volunteer staff of Veterans and strong connections with the 
James A Haley VAMC Adaptive Sports Program and the United States Central Command Cares 
charities.  Participants are usually picked by those two groups, based on the Veteran’s physical 
and mental ability and needs. The CEO, Dave Winters, has a stellar reputation in the MacDill 
Community. 

And, after working with him, I can certainly see why. Though Dave was not able to participate in 
either the Clay Shoot or the Fishing Trip due to work responsibilities, he had everything perfectly 
organized and both outing went off without a hitch. Dave did come to our 150

th
 Gala to express his 

appreciation for our partnership. 

The Clay Shoot event was funded by Black Dagger MHC, with the Tampa Elks Lodge helping with 
the lunches. The Fishing Charter and Eat your Catch dinner was funded by Tampa Elks Lodge, 
with Black Dagger MHC helping with the lunches.  In February, 8 Elks joined 8 Veterans in a round 
of Clay Shooting – not all Elks tried to shoot, but we were there to watch how they interacted with 
the disabled Veterans, and we were impressed! Then in March, 16 Veterans were chosen to par-
ticipate in a 8 hour Fishing Charter. They were accompanied and facilitated by 2 Elks and 2 staff 
members of Black Dagger MHC ( All 4 Veterans).  They had a great day on the water and brought 
back enough fish so that those that couldn’t stay for dinner could take their fileted fish home, and 
the 9 that remained had enough fish to take into the restaurant to feed all 17 of us.  The Elks that 
drove over to join them for dinner didn’t expect to be eating their fish – but there was plenty of 
snapper and grouper to feed everybody! And it was obviously very fresh and delicious.  You can 
be proud that Tampa Elks truly lives up to the saying, “So Long as there is a Veteran, the Elks will 
never forget them.“ 



VOLUME 2018  ISSUE  1                                       APRIL                       OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 7 

We had a great time at this years “Almost 

Famous St. Patty’s Day Party”, and we made 

some much needed funds for our Veteran’s 

Support Program and our lodge. 

Everyone had fun getting their “GREEN” on, 

and there were some very creative and some 

outrageous outfits.  We had 12 lucky winners of 

the door prizes, and many were seen using 

their funny “Fit Shaced” koozies they won in their Irish inspired prize bag. 

We enjoyed the traditional Irish music by the Featherstone duo up in the lounge 

during cocktail hour, and then danced the night away to the fantastic “Gotta Groove 

Band”. 

A big Thanks to  Courtney and Tommy for serving up some delicious Corned Beef, 

and to the bartenders for keeping everyone happy with a drink! 

Thanks to everyone who donated a gift for the auction table, and a special Thanks to 

the team who helped with decorating, setup and cleanup - Nan, Nancy, Jerry, 

Sharon, Bonnie Q., Susie, Shelagh, Linda 

Attending events like this is a fun and key way to help your lodge and our charities, 

and we are always thankful to everyone who attends and helps!                           

Linda Reid 

  

 

 

   

 

Last Month’s Fantastic Festivities & Events 
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Tampa Elks , 
Thank you so much for your generous 
donation of food bags to our students 
at West Shore Elementary. Attached is 
the picture we took the day you 
brought the food to our kiddos.  We 
have also put this photo on our 
website. 
 
Linda Drawdy, Westshore Elementary 
Principal 

Preparing Students for Life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

Last Month’s Fantastic Festivities & Events 
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A Special Thank You….  

Fr: LTC William Pontes U.S . Army (Ret) 

To: Tampa Elks Lodge 708 

 

Dear Tampa Elks, 

 Thank you for the opportunity to not only spend a day of fishing , but also 

eat our catch. For Soldiers like me, these events are of great importance. When 

I returned from the war, and for many years, I was all but a shut in. Finally it  

was events like this that got me out and around people again. This excursion 

was no different. I got out with others and even talked with them some. At dinner 

I was very social and met even more of the folks with whom I shared the adven-

ture. I would call that mission success.  

 

 People like the Elks Lodge 709 are shining examples of the type of citi-

zens who are part of the solution. Your generous gifts do not go un-noticed. So 

many  organizations today say that they “Support our Troops”, but so little of 

them truly do anything toward that goal. It is heartwarming and humbling to have 

been a part of your caring and generosity. 

 

Sincerely, 

William Pontes 

LTC U.S Army (Ret) 
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   WCD 1st Annual Golf Tournament 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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On Going Calendar 

Lodge Business and Programs 

 

 

 

Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 6/18 
 

In Memory of Jerrye & Patrick Fennell 6/18 
Osterbrock, Debbie  4/18 

 

Johnson, Jack  5/18 
Schneider, Rick & Jan 5/18 

Suhrheinrich, Bob  & Candice 6/18 
Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 6/18 

In memory of 
Fennell, Jerrye & Patrick 6/18 

Appel, Jackie  6/18 
Summers, Robert & Linda 7/18 

Drew, Toby 8/18 
In Memory of Tom Stanton 

from Mrs. Helen M. Stanton 9/18 
Atwood, Bonnie 9/18 

Florance, Richard 11/2018 
Deen, William 11/2018 

Smith, Rita 11/2018 
Edwards, Bill  2/19 

Walbart, Mark  6/19 

Platinum Investors $100+ 

Gold Investors $51-$99 
Bordonaro, Robert  7/2018 

Silver Investors $21-$50 

James, Howard 3/2018 
Easterly, Mr. & Mrs. James 10/18 

Bronze Investors $10 - $20 

Bertoch, Mellissa  2/2019 

Tuesday 
Night Movie 

7:30 pm 
With Free 
Popcorn 

Thursday  
$2.00 to play 

All proceeds go to offset the 
cost of the Veteran’s meals. 

Fabulous prizes & Great Fun! 
 

Multiple Choice Questions. 
Hosted this month by: 

Lisa Snyder & Sandra Lake 

 
Social Qtrs - 5pm 

Join this fun group of 
Elks and cook up a 

storm, or enjoy their 
fabulous creations and 

lots of fun trivia! 

Monthly 
Birthday 

party 
Every month we honor 

members  and celebrate 
their birthday. They enjoy a 

free drink, cake, prizes, 
karaoke & more. 

Its 

Baaaack!!! 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Ticket Sales til 6:45pm 

Drawing at 7pm 

Start off the week  socializing 

with great people and great 

drinks! 

Monday 



   

3rd– LOE Board Meeting 7:30pm 
4th - LOE Meeting  7:30pm 
10th - Board of Directors Meeting 7:15pm 
11th— General Elks Meeting 7:30pm 
17th—VA Committee Meeting 
23rd—LOE Horse Race Meeting 6:30pm 
25th—General Elk Meeting & Initiation 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

With the closing of Courtney’s Kitchen, we are going back to getting volunteer-

ing Krewe’s to man the kitchen and producing meals. With this said, there are 

a few things we need to do in the Kitchen. So for the next two weeks, the 

kitchen will be closed for inventory and other practical purposes to make the 

kitchen easy for those preparing meals to navigate through the area. Also, 

when the kitchen does re-opened up again, Volunteer Krewe’s are needed to 

run 1 shift a month in our kitchen (see pg 12). So sign-up and get your day 

set. 

Have something to say? A 

concern about the lodge? Or 

just want to be in the know? 

Come to a General meeting. 

Meetings are held every 2nd 

and 4th Wednesday at 

7:30pm. 



 

 
Calendar of activities 
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APRIL 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

6:45pm LOE 

Board Meet-

ing  

4 

6:30pm LOE 

Meeting  

5 6 

6:00pm - 

9:00pm Memb

er Birthday 

7 

 

8 

2:00pm LOE 

Craft Event...DYI 

Sharpie Mugs 

9 

1:00pm Club 

Chivalry 

Meeting at 

Robinson 

10 

108:00am - 

1:00pm Club Chiv-

alry Field Trip - 

Build Tampa Bay 

11 
6:30pm Winnie 

Wednesday 

7:30pm General 

Elk Meeting  

12Bingo at 

James A. Haley  
13 14 

9:00am DD 

Clinic at St 

Pete Lodge  

15 
7:00am Open 

Arms Minis-

try...Feed the 

Homeless  

16 17 
6:30pm VA 

Committee 

Meeting  

18 19 20 
6:00pm Relay for 

Life - Robinson 

High School 

6pm to 6am  

21 

22 
5:00pm Gourm

et Club Night  

23 24 25 
6:30pm Winnie 

Wednesday 

7:30pm General 

Elk Meeting  

26 27 28 

6:30pm April 

Birthday  

Party  

29 30      

 

Queen of 

Hearts 7pm 

Queen of 

Hearts 7pm 

Queen of 

Hearts 7pm 

Queen of 

Hearts 7pm 

Easter 

Brunch 

10am-2pm 



3616 Gandy Blvd.  
Tampa, FL   33611  

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news. 
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 
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ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
TAMPA, FL 

PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com  

Support the Elksize 
Be an SOB - Smiling ‘Ole’ Booster 

Ted Bass - 2/2018  
Melissa Bertoch - 2/2018 

In Memory of 
Harold Siddens, Linda & Richard 3/2018 

Vera Wright  3/2018 
Rosie & Roger LaChance - 4/2018 

Rosie & Roger LaChance  
In Memory of Hilda DeGiacomo - 4/2018 

Bud Cash - 4/2018 
In Memory of  

William (Bill) Atwood - 5/2018 
Berni Turpin In Memory of  

Robert Connor - 5/2018 
Bill Deen - 6/2018 

 

 

Deborah Cassels 6/2018 
Bob & Candice Suhrheinrich 6/2018 

Pat & Marilyn Fennel 6/2018 
Robert Bordonaro 7/2018 

In memory of 
Jerrye & Patrick Fennell 6/2018 

Mrs. Helen Stanton,  
In Memory of Tom Stanton  - 9/2018 

Debbie Osterbrock  - 04/2019 
Rebecca Sullins - 02/2019 
Bonnie Atwood - 9/2019 
John F. Morris  - 3/2021 

South Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
12/2021 

 

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS  


